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Ecoutez-vous français? 
On the day this paper is distributed the town 
will be full of French musicians and Twinners 
from Lèves, our twin town near Chartres. 
Please welcome them and enjoy their concerts. 
(See p.19) 
 
We’ll wave farewell to them early on  Sunday 
morning. 

 

 

 

Design Statement 
accepted by Stroud 

District Council 
See pages 12-13 

 

The Fountain is very nearly ready to be unveiled. 
The official ‘opening’ will be in June. 

Nailsworth 
  News 

 

What’s this? Jackson Pollock? 
No - it’s cider cans found in the 
Great Easter Clear Up. 
Did you sell them? 
Did you buy them? 
Did you drink from them? 
Did you just chuck them on the 
ground? 
 

We do know who took the 
trouble to pick them up. 

Passage to India Award 2009 
 
Once again, Mohibur Rohman of the Passage to India 
 

 Restaurant is offering £1000 to reward service to 
Nailsworth. Closing date for applications is 19th May.   
 
 
                                                                      See page 4. 

And farewell, too, to Somerfields! 

‘Last Choir Standing’?! No - just some of the last of 
the Somerfield staff having a final drink at The Brit 
at the end of an era “thanks for everything!”  

                    No. 92, May 2009 

Our apologies to 
anyone who was in 
any way distressed 
by our ‘April Fool’ 
feature last month 
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Suki and husband Bob came to Forest Green in September 
2001 to become the proprietors of the Lawnside Stores. She 
was immediately attracted to the premises with 
accommodation above the shop. Although there was need for 
changes, it offered great potential. Within a short time it was 
completely refurbished with a wider range of goods. She 
quickly adjusted to her new post and is now a champion of the 
community. She is quick to 
praise the local people for 
the warm welcome given to 
them. Initially, some of 
them even helped her by 
baby-sitting with her two 
young children while she 
was on duty. 
 

From the outset she has 
done much to promote and 
support the Forest Green 
Residents’ Association and 
makes collections on their 
behalf. She has 
successfully entered a 
number of national 
competitions organised by 
the Independent Support 
for Neighbourhood Stores 
to promote young people and play areas in the community. 
The several thousand pounds she has won has been shared by 
the Residents’ Association and Nailsworth Primary School. 
 

It is no ordinary service that Suki provides at the Store. She 
also offers to do repairs for anyone requiring darning, sewing 
or stitching on items of clothing. Additional culinary delights 
await the unsuspecting customer. When cooking authentic 
Indian dishes upstairs, she sometimes brings down samples for 
them to taste. Furthermore, if requested, she will prepare 
special meals for them. For these additional services she takes 
no payment; donations can be made to the Residents 
Association instead. 
 

Suki is greatly admired and respected by all the local 
residents. In the words of one of her customers, ‘for someone 
from a completely different country to have settles here and 
created such a caring, friendly and welcoming atmosphere is 
wonderful. She plays an important role in community 
activity’. 
 

Her children Rabinder and Sunny now attend Nailsworth 
Primary School. Not surprisingly, when special events such as 
Summer Fete and Bonfire Night are held at the school, Suki 
cooks meals for the occasion. Her curries, rice and finger 
dishes are everyone’s favourites. The children have been 
brought up as members of the Church of England, and 
although Suki and Bob are Sikhs, they attend services with 
them to represent a united family unit. Despite the demands on 
her time, she spends as much time as she can with her 
children. 
 

And last but by no means least, she delivers the Nailsworth 
News. 
 
Mike Brinkworth 

Views expressed in this paper are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of the Nailsworth News 
Team. We reserve the right to edit or omit any material 
submitted for publication. No liability is accepted for 
loss or damage arising from any omission of copy or 
advertising. Material submitted for publication will 
only be returned if accompanied by a SAE.  
Nailsworth News is published and distributed entirely 
by volunteers, with production costs defrayed by 
advertising.  
More volunteers are always welcome - if you would 
like to join the Team, please contact the Editor. 

Published by the Nailsworth News team. 
Team meeting: 6th May 2009 
Photos: Martin Stone •Layout: NN • Production: Leopard Press 
Editor: Joyce Affleck, Barley Hill, Watledge, GL6 0AS 
01453 832619. joyce.affleck1@btinternet.com 
Or c/o And Clothes, Market Street. 
Asst. Editor: Martin Stone 833132, martinstone@ukonline.co.uk 
Business:Bill Affleck 832619 william.affleck@btopenworld.com 
Youth: Nick Butler, lastresort_9@hotmail.com 
Advertising: Chris Tetley 833587, nnadverts@yahoo.co.uk 
Hard copy and payment: c/o Shiny Goodness, Fountain Street 
Distribution: Don Luke 832812, donmorningside@gmail.com 
What’s On: Tina Ginn 835295, tina.ginn@btinternet.com 
Postal subscriptions at £6 per year: Veronica Luke 832812 
Advertising rates: £5 + £10 per unit 60 x 30 mm (w x h ), 
     Larger than 3 units only if space permits. £6 discount for  
     three insertions. £5 surcharge for a specific page. 
     Space is limited and Nailsworth advertisers take prioriy. 
     Payment in advance, please: cheques to Nailsworth News. 
Deadline for editorial and advertising, copy and payment: 15th of 
the month. 

Bob and Suki 

Suki Samra 

      Nailsworthies  

An urgent plea 
If the paper looks a little different this month it is 
because, as you will see if you read page 3, Noel Burgess has 
resigned as Editor. We thank him for the work he has done. 
I edited the paper for a little over five years until just over a year 
ago and I have now taken on the role of ‘caretaker’ Editor. I have 
agreed to produce the next 3 papers on the assumption that by 
September we will have a new Editor in place. 

So far we do not have anyone who is willing to take on this 
role. 

If you like communicating with people of all kinds, can work in a 
team, are reasonably au fait with computers and enjoy writing, 
please consider taking on this rewarding job. 
Yes, it’s unpaid, yes, it comes up 10 times a year, but it is 
immensely satisfying to do and there is an excellent, friendly team 
willing to support you. 
 

If no-one is in place by September this paper will cease 
publication.           

If you are interested, please contact any member of the team 
mentioned in the box above by telephone or email.                                                                                   
                                                                                                      JA 
 
On another matter - many of us have been disturbed at the lack 
of information surrounding the ‘disappearance’ of the former 
headmaster. Chris Raymond.  While we have been reassured from 
all sides that his offence, whatever it might be, ‘had nothing to do 
with the children’ it does seem to have been enough for us to lose  
a brilliant headmaster and for it to have a major impact on his 
career. Innocent until proven guilty?  
‘Justice should not only be done, but should manifestly and 
undoubtedly be seen to be done.’                                                 JA 

A free monthly newspaper for the parish of 
Nailsworth                  Issue no.92   May 2009 
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Nailsworth News likes to be forward looking, to write about things that will happen 
rather than things that have passed, and so this is about Betty Mills for her 90th birthday 
– even if it is a few weeks away. 
Born on May 22nd 1919, she came to Nailsworth in 1970. Since then she has been a key 
member of the community; a Town Councillor (Mayor from 1984-86 – that’s 25 years 
ago for a start!) a District Councillor and keenly concerned with the history of the town. 
All incomers should read her 1985 book ‘A Portrait of Nailsworth’.  
Her advice that, if you want to get ‘into’ Nailsworth, join the Nailsworth Society is as 
valid today as ever. Betty was much involved with the Local Studies Group of the 
Society. 
A good friend of Nailsworth News; her newsletters were the forerunners of both The 
Fountain and Nailsworth News. Betty has written numerous 
letters and pieces for the paper. She’s delivered copies, first in 
Dunkirk Mill and now in Crystal Fountain. 
An accomplished water colour artist she has produced some 
delightful pictures of Nailsworth. You can see a selection of 
these on www.bettysportraits.co.uk  Is she still painting? She 
says no, because she has ‘so many pictures about the place’. 
Many older people take a dim view of today’s youth; Betty 
has always taken a positive view. The vast majority are good 
young people who would be a pleasure to know better. She 
remembers meeting a man at a Chriskindl evening, with his 
two young children, who greeted her with ‘Hey, I remember 
you! You used to talk to us when I was a teenager”.  
Betty has great grandchildren scattered across the globe and 
she’s hoping to see many of them on the Big Day. 
She recalls going in to the Edinburgh Academy Preparatory 
School (against the advice of her husband) to help out for a 
few hours a week in the music department. She was to spend 
ten years in full time teaching there, a period she describes as 
the happiest time of her life. 
No doubt Betty will still be walking into Nailsworth from Crystal Fountain for a long 
time to come. She admits to problems remembering names and faces (Don’t we all?). 
Would that we may be as ‘with it’ and as good company if and when we get to four 
score years and ten.                                                                                                  WSA 

 

This month we say farewell to Noel 
Burgess who has edited this paper for the 
past eighteen months.  
 

Some of you will  
also remember his 
witty monthly 
column as ‘The 
Lodger’.  
 

Editing this paper is 
no easy task. It 
demands technical 
skills, an ability to 
write original work 
and tailor other 
people’s writing to fit 
the demands of the 
format, and a dedication to get the paper out 
each month. All this with no recompense for, 
literally, hours of work apart from the 
satisfaction of producing a worthwhile 
journal and the occasional thanks and smiles 
of appreciation from readers. 
 

He has done it well and we thank him. JA 
 
 

A Hero for May 
Jim Harvey who has kept FGR in the 

league for another year after many highs 
and a few lows!                                  

 
  MS 

Noel Burgess Betty Mills …… (very nearly)…..90 not out 
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Youth Worker Post 
The town is still without a Fully Qualified 
Youth Worker as we did not appoint 
following the recent interviews, for a 
number of reasons.  It is hoped that a new 
worker will be appointed by September for 
the start of the autumn term. Meanwhile, 
the team of Part-time Workers is managing 
to fulfil most of the commitments and it is 
‘business as usual’ at the Youth 
Centre. The Part-time Youth Worker in 
charge for the interim period is Helen 
Smith and she can be contacted on 833212. 
  

The Fountain 
As I write this report the Fountain is being 
reconstructed at its new home in Fountain 
Street ‘whence it came’.  
Thanks must go to our current Mayor for 
his persistence in dealing with the joint 
funders, Stroud District Council, to get the 
project moving. At the last moment there 
was a shortfall of £10,000 and our Mayor 
secured this amount in the form of a grant 
from Glos. Environmental Trust, allowing 
the project to proceed. 

“It is finished!” was the cry that the 
Gospel writers recorded that Jesus uttered 
before he died on the Cross. And he was 
dead and buried - but three days later he 
was alive and appeared to Mary, the 
disciples, the apostle Paul and 500 
believers at the same time over a period of 
about 6 weeks until he returned/ascended 
back to Heaven, which is recalled on the 
21st May this year. During that time he 
was teaching them about the Kingdom of 
Heaven and explaining all that he had 
taught them. Telling them what 
"conquering sin and death" really meant to 
them.  
 

Jesus tried to prepare his disciples for the 
fact that he was going to die - but at the 
time they did not understand him. It is said 
that the one certainty in life is that we are 
all going to die - yet, even so, most people 
don't prepare for it or help our own loved 
ones to be ready for it. Given that certainty, 
not many people leave instructions for the 
sort of funeral they want. Part of my job is 
conducting funerals and I always approach 
them as a time to celebrate a person’s life.  
 

Now some people might regard this as 
slightly morbid, but it is so much easier to 
arrange a funeral service when the person 
who has died has left a list of 2 or 3 hymns 
they would like mourners to sing, a reading 
or two and even a few highlights of their 
life that they would like people to be 
reminded of. It is quite special to be 
singing hymns and hearing things that you 
know your loved one chose and with the 
thought that they are moving on to new and 
better things. So I would encourage 
everyone to make your wishes known - 
leave a list with your closest relative or 
your minister. You could nominate a 
charity for a retiring collection - and if you 
are uncertain about anything, have a word 
with your minister. 

Deputy Mayor                  Revd Stephen Earley  

Steve Robinson 

Passage to India Award  
The Passage To India Award was set up in 
2007 with the aim of recognising the 
excellent work being undertaken by the  
local voluntary groups in Nailsworth. 
The award of £1000 is meant to offer a  
local organisation/club/voluntary group —  
or even a business enterprise - help with  
their efforts for the community. 
 

Adjudication will be undertaken by an 
independent panel of judges. 
The closing date for the application is 19th 
May 2009. (Application form can be 
obtained from The Passage To India 
Restaurant). 
 

The winner will be announced at a  
ceremony at ‘The Passage To India’ on the 
31st May 2009. 
 

Past winners: 
2007 - Nailsworth Silver Band 
2008 - Forest Green Residents’ Association. 
 

A new Councillor has been co-opted in 
default of an election being called. 
He is Ian Crawley - more about him next 
month. 

Nailsworth Police Station will be open: 
Fri 8th May 12-2pm 

Sat. 9th May 10-12 noon 
Mon 11th May 11-1pm 

 

Police street surgeries open in Horsley 
Village Hall: 

Fri 8th May 3pm & Mon 11th May 1pm 

 

With May comes the conclusion of another 
successful fortnight of events in the town 
with the Nailsworth Festival finishing on 
the 4th May.  Our thanks to the organizing 
committee and also to the volunteers who 
bring us such a diverse range of activities 
and events. 
The light evenings have arrived and it’s 
time to wake up and throw off those 
‘winter blues’ and explore some of the 
magnificent walks in the Nailsworth area, 
which are available for us all to use.        
 
 

Nailsworth Archives are now 
open on Friday as well as Monday  
mornings in the Town Hall from 10-12. 
The voluntary staff are always pleased to 
help find any document that you might be 
interested in and can be contacted on 
07745 084778.  
 

Transport Matters  
Regarding a 20mph speed limit in certain 
area of the town, residents have asked how 
it would be enforced.  My answer is that 
we hope drivers will be encouraged to slow 
down particularly where there are no 
pavements and where children may be 
playing. 
 

The G.C.C. has cleared many gullies and 
drains around the town in an effort to 
reduce possible future flooding. Later in 
the year a major scheme is planned for the 
culverts under the A46 in Bridge Street and 
in George Street. The County Council also 
hopes to improve pedestrian crossing 
facilities in George Street.  

Pike Quarry Tip 
Following a recent review G.C.C. will soon 
be relaxing their rules on genuine 
householders with trailers going to the 
tip. They will also be improving the road 
access arrangements which many of us 
have found ‘hairy’ when waiting on the 
main road at busy times. 
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Nailsworth & Horsley 
Community Agriculture 
Project  

We are a rapidly growing band of about 90 
people keen to be involved in local produce 
in some way. 
However, the valiant steering group is still 
grappling with the constitution, name and 
other basics. We just need a few more folk 
who want to do something without getting 
their hands dirty. Opportunities on 
fundraising, publicity, manning the stall, 
putting people in touch …. . It’s exciting  
and rewarding – we just want to spread the 
fun! 
 

Our own website? 
We’ve had a very generous offer to set one 
up – a few new volunteers would be good 
to make this happen. It would be a great 
‘noticeboard’ where you could post  
Talking of which…... 
 …shop noticeboard offer 
Thank you Gail (Shiny Goodness) for 
offering us an A3 size space in your shop 
to post messages. It’s a good place to put 
your ‘small ads’ or brief notices (strictly to 
do with growing produce please). Do make 
use of this facility. 
 
We hope to see you at the monthly Nailsworth 
market, or contact us; Dilly Eeles on 835478 or 
nahcap@rocketmail.com 
 

Free seedlings, tools, 
produce    
Visit us at the monthly market in 
Nailsworth with free surplus young veg 
plants, maybe unwanted tools and later in 
the growing season surplus produce. 
Come and share your growing delights 
and woes, needs and offers. It’s amazing 
what you hear on the grapevine down at  
the stall. Our hope is to work towards a 
weekly stall in time.  
 

Shared gardens - update 
Thank you to all those who have offered 
gardens and to those who have said 
they’d like land to grow things on; 
roughly in equal numbers (about 15 of 
each) which is good. We are holding off 
putting people in touch while we tackle 
the issue of the group’s responsibility and 
liability for individual ‘matches’, and 
research a guideline ‘agreement’ that 
could help arrangements go as smoothly 
as possible. (www.landshare.net is a great 
help.) The aim is to make issues such as 
access, hours, watering, sharing produce 
etc. easier between the garden owner and 
the grower. 
 

 ‘Power of Community’  
The 35 or so people who saw this film 
found it truly inspiring. An interesting 
evening with valuable networking 
opportunities. A copy of the film could be 
made available for people to borrow. 
 

 

Green Stuff from Liz Green 

 A great chance to work with heavy workhorses. 
This one acre organic plot in Wallow Green 

needs a core of volunteers. 

Bus trips 
Both Ebley coaches & Rover  are offering 
some exciting bus trips this month. 
 

Ebley have trips to Weymouth, Brighton, 
Bournemouth, Derby Dales and lots more. 
839333 
 

Rover are doing the Malvern Spring 
Show, Tyntesfield, Torquay & Weston & 
more as well as Theatre Trips. 
832121 
 

Collect their leaflets from the Information 
Centre. 
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Monty the Duck takes a break in 
Nailsworth! 
The Nailsworth branch of Stroud & 
Swindon B/S held their first fundraising 
event of 2009, for their chosen charity, 
The Meningitis Trust.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The staff were joined by the Meningitis 
Trust mascot ‘Monty the Duck’, who 
enjoyed tea, coffee and home-made cake 
with customers throughout the morning. 
 

The branch also has a cuddly “Dulux” 
Dog to be won. 
Call into our Nailsworth Branch at 5 
Fountain Street to see if you can guess his 
name and help raise funds for this worthy 
cause. 
For further information please contact: 
Amy Pegler (01453 768241) or Jackie Harris 
(01453 833777) 

Community 

 
 

RSPCA shop needs help 
Could you spare some time?  
 

There’s a variety of jobs to be done besides 
possibly helping in the shop itself. Could 
you work at odd times with the Manageress 
when the shop is shut? 
 

We get a mass of donations and 
unfortunately some of it has to be thrown 
away and cannot be sold - We get charged 
very highly for this to be taken away, so 
anyone who can do a few tip runs perhaps 
several times a month etc would be great. 
Sewing/Washing - Some clothing is in 
great condition but perhaps needs a wash 
or a button replacing, etc. 
 

China donations are usually in good 
condition but just need a wash and shine 
before going on sale. 
 

Contact our manager, Rosemary Liles  on 
01453 835814, for full details. 

What’s my name? 

 Barry Hathaway of Leopard Press..com,  
Barry Hathaway, who produces the NN for us so brilliantly, has just taken on a new 
addition to his printing works - a Heidelberg  GTO 52ZP - which enables him and his 
team to produce 2-colour printing or double-sided print in one pass. 
 

This press produces all the company’s 
commercial printing and personal stationery 
including wedding and funeral orders of 
service and is an addition to the existing 
presses. 
 

Leopardpress also produce digital printing 
in colour or black and white and large 
format prints in full colour, laminated, too, 
if required. 
 
Just drop into the printing workshop on the 
Inchbrook trading estate or contact via 01453 
832259 or stroud@leopardpress.com 

Barry (manager), Clive (printer) and Matt 
(designer) with the new machine 
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Is this really necessary? 
Once again Don Luke organised the Easter 
weekend the ‘Great Nailsworth Litter Pick. 
It was a pity there weren’t as many people 
involved as last year but the turn-out was 
still good and pro-rata, the amount of 
rubbish was quite unbelievable. Where 
does it come from? (Don’t bother writing 
to tell us).  
 

A pity there weren’t more helpers to clean 
the streets but we always hope for better 
things next year!  
 

Thanks to Ashley, our Nailsworth Warden, 
and all the other volunteers.  Who on earth 
drinks all those dozens and dozens of cans 
of cider and then chucks them on the 
ground around the town, 
 

PS If it weren’t for Wagglesworth clearing 
up along the Cycle Track each morning 
there’d be a serious crisis with litter, glass, 
cans and all sorts of junk. The dog-walkers, 
cyclists and joggers might never get 
through. 
 
      

 

Perhaps the local 
schools  

could get involved, too? 

 
A special tribute goes to Joy and Richard 
Way seen here clearing rubbish at the 
Bunting  Hill Site of Special Scientific 
Interest. 

Nailsworth Knitters are back! Based at the 
Forest Green Community Centre, the team 
of intrepid knitters now meet once a 
month for the next project - producing 
woollen goodies for Operation Christmas 
Child (the Shoe Box Appeal).   
 
Between knitting 3000 woolly hats and 
starting this year’s appeal, they knitted 
squares for blankets for Oxfam. So 
far they’ve made16 as well as 103 little 
‘Burundi Bears’ to be sold to buy bricks 
for a new school in Burundi, Africa. 
 
The Shoe Box Appeal is all about 
filling shoe boxes with sweets, toiletries, 
toys, etc for those in need in both Africa 
and Eastern Europe. Remember 
‘Challenge Anika’ in Romania on TV 
years ago? Things are still very poor all 
these years down the line, so the knitters 
are doing their bit to help.  
 
Please support if you can - you can knit at 
home and/or meet at the Community 
Centre and have coffee/tea. (on my visit I 
got a wonderful hot cross bun!!).  
 
The next opportunity is on 1st May at 
10.00am.  

Jazz 
For many years now Bill Bruton has 
organised four Jazz Nights each year 
partly just for fun, partly to support the 
Nailsworth Silver Band. 
It’s now time for someone to take over 
and organise these events - or - no more 
jazz! 
Is this something you could do? 
 

Speak to Bill on 833782. 

Nailsworth Knitters            Put it in the bin! 
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It is hard to believe that we are at the start 
of the summer term! The Spring term 
finished with our usual Easter service, 
providing a time to reflect upon the Easter 
message. The popular Easter egg hunt 
around the grounds also provided a fitting 
end to the term. The last few weeks of the 
term had been very busy with Book Day 
celebrations and Comic Relief Day, both 
exciting events in school. 
 

As May fast approaches we focus more on 
the SATs and hope that all the children will 
be able to meet their potential. We were 
delighted to find that we had achieved so 
well in the league tables for 2008 but as 
always we are aware that in a small school 
with variable cohorts this can change year 
on year. 
Last term was a very busy time for sporting 
events and our teams achieved very well in 
the local tournaments and also the Country 
Dance Festival. This is one of the most 
colourful events of the school year and is 
always an enjoyable evening. We now 
move on to summer sports and just hope 
that we get the weather to match!         MS 

Schools 

St. Dominic’s We welcome Vince Southcott, Nailsworth Primary 
School’s new Head 

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone for the warm and 
friendly welcome my family and I have received since 
journeying down from Warwickshire two weeks ago - the 
excited welcome from the children at school has been a 
delight, I feel privileged to be part of their lives.  
 

Nailsworth Primary has undergone a period of excellent 
development in recent years with increasing pupil numbers 
and attainment across the school. I join Nailsworth Primary 
at an exciting time of change as the school continues its 
progress and embraces news ways of inspiring children to 
learn and grow as rounded individuals. 
 

Looking forward, my vision for the school will create a place 
where children are inspired and passionate about learning, 
encouraged to have big dreams and supported in developing 
the life skills to become successful individuals. Nailsworth 
will continue to grow a reputation for innovative, 

inspirational and creative ways of delivering the curriculum and will build on current 
initiatives to include children in the responsibilities of running the school.  
 

The Happy Children, Enjoying Learning ethos will be developed and strengthened, 
creating a bright beacon of encouragement and challenge for all and ensuring that 
children feel more nurtured, more developed and more held by the Christian family 
within the school community. Nailsworth Primary, as it develops its strengths, will be 
known for its creative and expressive pupil-centred teaching, which will provide the 
stimulus to successfully meet the challenges that every child matters.  
 

The school environment will be utilised more both within school and by the 
community, thereby developing everyone’s talents and passions. Nailsworth Primary 
will give the gift of “amazing, positive, and unforgettable memories” to all who enter. 
I clearly can’t do this on my own and am seeking to develop strong links with parents, 
Gloucestershire Diocesan Board of Education, the Church, the Local Authority and 
last but not least, members of Nailsworth community. I feel Nailsworth Primary will 
become a vibrant, enjoyable and rewarding place for all to learn in. 
 

Finally, many thanks go to all the staff and everyone involved in the life at Nailsworth 
Primary over the past two terms, as they have done a magnificent job in moving the 
school forward whilst the headteacher appointment was made. 
 

I look forward to working with everyone as we start a new and exciting phase of the 
journey. If you are interested in being involved in the life of Nailsworth Primary, 
please contact me via the school office. 
 
Vince Southcott, Headteacher Right: World Book Day at St. Dominic’s 
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Youth                            Congratulations! 

I usually spend 
this column 
resolutely 
defending the 
actions of the 
young and trying 
to explain that we 
are not all hoody-
wearing, beer-
swilling vandals. 
However, in one 
area, I grudgingly 
admit that 
teenagers may in 
fact live up to their 
negative stereotype. 
 
 

A few weeks ago, I was travelling in the 
back of my friend’s car as he drove along 
the Bath Road towards Nailsworth. Going 
fast but not overly so, he clipped the curb 
just before the Crown Inn at Inchbrook. 
The car skidded 180 degrees, before 
colliding with the grass bank at the other 
side of the road, flipping over and sliding 
around 20 metres upside down before 
stopping.  
 

Mercifully, no car was approaching in 
either direction and all three of us were 
wearing seatbelts. While my two friends 
suffered only minor whiplash and slight 
cuts, I walked out completely unscathed, 
immediately worried more about being late 
for work than at my good luck. 
 

However, once I appreciated the scale of 
the crash, with the road being closed (I 
apologise for any disruption!) and the air 
ambulance called out, it began to hit me 
that I had been rather lucky and that I 
really didn’t want to be dragged out of 
wreckage unconscious or worse.  
 

After working so hard at school for ten 
years, it seemed a shame to waste it before 
I even got to experience the wider world. 
And now a month on, I am glad that I am 
still here to tell the tale. I have since 
visited the university that is definitely for 
me, had some modest sporting and 
academic success and recently enjoyed the 
best week’s holiday I have probably ever 
had. 
 

But I know that even as I write, some 
other teenager has not been so lucky. It’s 
not that young people are necessarily 
worse drivers than their older 
counterparts, but as I’m constantly 
reminded ‘experience is a wonderful 
thing,’ and there is no doubt that it does 
give you vital reactions for dealing with 
an emergency. Furthermore, while kids 
usually have a naive, complacent ‘it won’t 
happen to me’ attitude, adults have usually 
‘been there, done that’ and know the 
responsibilities that driving brings.  
 
 

Most of all, kids generally have more 
distractions while driving. Although no 
one that I know drink-drives, or would 
dream of it, that does not stop passengers 
drinking, becoming consequently rowdy 
and distracting, while the seemingly 
essential loud, drum’n’bass CD can hardly 
be helpful. 
 
 

While I’m sure there are numerous 
perfectly safe and responsible teenagers 
behind the wheel, since the accident, I 
have become more and more aware of the 
general differences between older and 
young drivers. Overall, I feel that while it 
may need a wake-up call, such as a crash 
to drive the message home, everybody - 
old or young- should realise that when 
driving, they are in charge of the most 
powerful weapon that they will probably 
ever come into contact with, and the 
incredible responsibility that this entails. 

Robert, who lives in of Windsoredge, is a 
former pupil of Wycliffe College. He is 
currently studying for an MSc 
in Developmental Cell Biology at Sussex 
University after graduating from 
Nottingham University in 2007 with First 
Class Honours in Zoology. He has 
recently been accepted on the highly 
competitive and generously funded 
Wellcome Trust four year PhD 
Programme in Developmental Biology at 
Cambridge University. 
 

He’ll be doing an MPhil in the first year, 
working in a variety of laboratories in the 
departments of Physiology, Development 
and Neuroscience, Biochemistry, Genetics 
and Zoology. One of the key institutions 
involved is the Wellcome Trust/Cancer 
Research UK Gurdon Institute, founded in 
1989 to promote research in the areas of 
developmental biology and cancer 
biology.  
 

It’s named after Professor Sir John 
Gurdon FRS, best known for his 
pioneering research in nuclear 
transplantation and cloning, which paved 
the way for the 1996 cloning of the sheep, 
Dolly. After Robert’s first year he’ll be 
working on a 
PhD in any of  
40 host 
laboratories. 
 
(His father, 
Chris, who 
manages all our 
advertising, had 
to resort to 
bribery to wrest 
this picture from 
him!) 
 Robert Tetley 

Nick Butler Robert Tetley 
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Inchbrook   
This residential area of Nailsworth is just that.  
Although it has the feeling of a community there are no local 
amenities such as a shop or village hall apart from the pub, The 
Jovial Foresters, which is currently looking for a new owner.  
It’s clear that at some time there was a Church - Church Row 
cottages, Church Road, but it has long gone. 
Inchbrook Church was a structure of corrugated iron and wood 
built as long ago as 1865 but finally demolished in 1980. It is 
commemorated by houses built on its site - Churchside, Pulpit 
House and Chancel Lodge.   
It’s a very varied residential area with every kind of dwelling, old and 
new, large and small set at odd angles to each other with a hotch-potch of 
garages in odd corners - all clearly necessary since no buses run along its 
narrow winding streets and the only way to get to any services is by car  
or on foot..  

Church Row cottages 

At one time there was another pub, 
The Star Inn but this has been  
adapted to make a fine house, The 
Old Star. 

The village school, built in 1895, 
was also a fine building and, like 
the Star, it was converted into living 
accommodation in the late 1970’s. 

The foundation 
stone is 
impressive with 
its legend: 
 
‘This stone was laid in the Faith of 
Jesus Christ on the 20th June 1895. 
Laus Deo  (Praise to God)’.  

Below: It is just possible to see the 
star design on the front of The Star 
Inn in this 1906 picture. The Jovial 
Foresters pub is on the left. 
The wall on the right looks little 
changed. 

The Old Star 

The picture below shows the 
footpath to Dunkirk Mill known as 
The Hayes. In 1906 it was known 
as ‘Mrs. Pullen’s Pitch’. 

 

Who was Mrs. Pullen 
and where did she live? 

 The Church shortly before demolition  

Inchbrook School House today 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Further north Inchbrook Lane falls rapidly to an alarming junction with the A46. The building is less dense 
here and there are some very fine houses. 
Inchbrook House is at the top of the hill with entries both from Inchbrook Lane and the road at the bottom 
of the valley.  

According to Pevsner* 
Inchbrook House is 
Inscribed:  
 

‘Hillside House 1861’.  
He goes on to describe it as 
‘Tudor Gothic with an 
overhanging hipped roof and 
with carvings of a stork signed 
by Joshua Wall of Stroud.’ 
who did all the carvings in St. 
Lawrence Church in Stroud. 

Down in the valley is what may be 
Nailsworth’s oldest mill (c1740)- Pitts 
Mill, now known as Oaklands Farm. It 
is surely, also, one of the most 
beautiful buildings both outside and in. 
To quote Pevsner* again: ‘It has a very 
good interior: panelled hall with fluted 
Doric pilasters, oak staircase with  
twisted balusters and other panelled 
rooms.’ Oaklands Farm 

Inchbrook House 

The Laurels, a stone house 
built about 1780, is now a 
‘B&B’. At one time it had 
magnificent gardens tended by a 
a Mr. Whittington, the scene of 
splendid garden parties. Re-
fronted when the turnpike road 
(A46) was built along the valley 
floor it was the New Inn until 
the 1860s when it acquired its 
present name. 

Crystal Fountain Village 
At the head of the valley is this 
sheltered ‘village’ for people who 
want to keep their independence but 
also to have the reassurance of a 
care centre with its lounge, 
restaurant, library, hobbies room 
and guest suite. It has a real village 
atmosphere. A far remove from the 
days when the site was known as 
‘Chemical Bill’s’! 

The Crown Inn is one of the 
tragedies of the area. Situated at the 
very entrance to Nailsworth it has 
steadily deteriorated over the last 
ten years or so. 
 
*Pevsner - ‘The Buildings of England’ David Verey 
1979.  

JA, Maps by WSA, PC, AB 

The Laurels 

Here and there 
throughout Inchbrook 
there are  features of 
interest like the 
winding footpaths, 
and pretty gardens. 
This little staircase  
caught my eye. 

Crystal Fountain Village 
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Feedback 
An apology 
A Right Royal Snub it was not – and 
Norman Kay is owed a sincere apology for 
what was printed under this heading last 
month.  
 

It was incompetent journalism, not 
properly researched, insulting and 
distressing to the Mayor.  
 

The facts of the case were that the Lord 
Chamberlain had issued requests for 
potential invitees to the Buckingham 
Palace Garden Party to a large number of 
organisations including the National 
Association of Local Councils, NALC. 
NALC, in turn, had passed the request 
down to, amongst many others, the 
Gloucestershire Association of Parish and 
Town Councils, GAPTC.  
 

GAPTC wrote to, amongst others, 
Nailsworth Town Council asking for 
names to go into a hat from which would 
be chosen just four for Gloucestershire, 
names which would go up the line and, for 
a lucky few, result in an invitation from the 
Lord Chamberlain’s Office.  
 

It was some way removed from a royal 
invitation that Norman declined. Further, if 
his name had gone forward and if he had 
been selected and if his name had survived 
the ‘going up the line’ and if he had 
received an invitation it would have been 
personal to him and not to him as the 
Mayor of Nailsworth.  
 

So what was printed last month was wrong 
in almost every detail. Sorry. 
Bill Affleck 

Victoria Glazier and 
family would like to thank all the 
Nailsworth people who sent condolences 
and cards of sympathy on the rather 
sudden loss of Timothy. It has been a 
great shock and sadness but helped along 
by the knowledge that he was so warmly 
appreciated in the town. We do hope to 
have some trees planted in Nailsworth in 
his memory.  Many many thanks. 

A couple of excerpts from 
some recent 
letters: (names & 
addresses supplied) 
 

“Dear Editor 
I sincerely hope that your 
article on the front page of the Nailsworth 
News is an April Fools joke or have 
Nailsworth town council taken leave of 
their senses?” 
… 
“Ha Ha, you April Fooled me!  which only 
goes to show that I must read the 
Nailsworth News in more detail rather than 
skimming through. ……” 

May we draw your attention to the official 
Nailsworth Society Website  
which gives details of all groups and 

meetings.   Some people have found it - in 
just over two months it has recorded 

nearly 7,000 hits! 
The website address is: 

   thenailsworthsociety.co.uk 

FGR Supporters’ Trust 
Richard Overthrow 
FGR is now owned 
by shareholders 
and in April 2008  
the FGR 
Supporters’ Trust 
was founded to 
buy shares, which 
are too expensive 
for the average fan, 
on their behalf.  
 
Trust members 
give £10 and the Trust buys shares on the 
fans’ behalf. It is a Provident Society 
governed by FSA. 140-150 members own 
about £8,000 shares.  
 
FGR is keen to increase their involvement  
with the community and Richard is in 
charge of doing so. Amongst other things 
he advises pubs, cafes, etc. of the numbers 
of visitors to expect; puts information 
about Nailsworth on away teams’ web-
sites and encourages visitors to stay over 
in Nailsworth.  
 
He came to the NCP meeting to make 
himself known and see where he could 
help further. 
 
It is a pity that at the moment the splendid 
facilities at FGR -  the Gym, the catering 
facilities and meeting rooms, 
the Green Man pub, etc. are 
not used by Nailsworth 
people as much as they  
might be. 

Richard Overthrow 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Nailsworth Community Partnership          Ltd. 
Steering Committee Meeting on April 17th 2009 

The Design Study  
Only the day before, on 16th 
April the Design Study had been 
passed by SDC Cabinet and then 
by full District Council. In future any plans 
for development in Nailsworth will need to 
take account of this written statement of 
what local people want. It’s not a total fix 
but it does carry some weight. It’s already 
been called into play re the Newmarket 
Valley site. Thanks to all those groups and 
individuals in the town who contributed, as 
well as the Town Council and our 
professional helper Helen Bojaniwska.  

The New Inn 
More publicity is to be given to the 
generous offer of the New Inn to make one 
day each week available to elderly people - 

groups and, more especially, lone individuals. 
Is there someone who could organise 
volunteers to locate such people and get them 
there? 
 
Remember: One day you 
may want someone to get 
you to the pub!  

Nature in Nailsworth 
Jinnie Marshall, Richard & Joy Way and 
others are making progress with their 
survey of natural diversity, helped by the 
NTC. 
Ros John is surveying butterflies - she 
spotted 7 green hairstreaks on Bunting Hill. 
Letters have gone out to to 
landowners asking permission to 
survey their land and so far all replies 
have been positive.  
Do you have bumble-bees, slow worms, 
grass-snakes, unusual wild flowers to 
report? 

Still keeping our eyes open for any 
possible car-parking sites or other 
transport related solutions. 
What about revitalising water power? (not 
for cars) 
Are you experienced at form-filling for 
grants?  
We could use your help.                        JA 

Once-a-Year-Day? 
Similarly, as Paul Purcell had suggested, 
there are quite a lot of small groups of elderly 
people who would welcome the occasional 
outing.  Each group may be too small to 
afford a coach but together…? 
This needs a brave co-ordinator. 

 

Town Centre 
redevelopment is still a wistful 
thought. Various ideas are under 
consideration but this has to be a long-term 
aim and the Credit Crunch doesn’t help. 

Once the normal business had been briskly dealt with the group got to grips with some 
of the forward-looking plans, some already making marked progress.  

Nick Peters:  
A Nailsworth History 
website 
Nick did a 
detailed 
presentation of 
a plan for  a 
history website. 
 
Many towns 
and villages 
have excellent 
websites. 
A good site 
could open up 
our Archives to 
more people, inform residents, tourists and 
people researching their family history 
and encourage more contributors to our 
archives. 
Is anyone interested in helping to set one 
up and/or to maintain it? 
Or help with seeking a grant? 

Nick Peters 

Health Partnership 
Prices Mill surgery has declared a 
willingness to be involved in a support 
group like the very successful one in 
Minchinhampton. A meeting of relevant 
groups is planned. 

For further information contact 
Secretary  

Sue Arnold at  
The Optical Shop 
51, George Street 

839145 
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It’s Foot Health Month 
‘And what better way to take care of your 
feet and your entire body than Foot 
Reflexology’ asks Eileen Ford-Price. It 
works on the premise that the entire body 
is mapped out on the feet and that by 
pressing specific points; benefit can be 
given to other parts of the body via the 
nerve pathways. 
 

A good Reflexologist will use a variety of 
techniques to mobilise and loosen the feet 
and ankles prior to treatment. This is 
beneficial for the feet and ankles and has 
an impact on the chain of joints up to the 
hip. Many reflexologists also work on the 
hands (and indeed the face or the ears!) 
The same principle applies: the parts of the 
body are mapped out on the hands.  
 

There is another aspect to Hand 
Reflexology - where there is pain 
somewhere in the foot or ankle, applying 
reflexology techniques to the hand and 
wrist can be of help. 
 

Eileen is a Member of the Association of 
Reflexologists and has trained in Maternity 
Reflexology. Appointments are available at 
Nailsworth Natural Health Centre 836066. 

Surelet 
Sarah McEwen, the newest addition to the 
SureLet network, is back in Nailsworth. 
Sarah will be sharing an office with Anne 
Hester, IFA and Mortgage Advisor at 10 
Bridge Street. Anne said, “I have known 
Sarah for many years. We are both in the 
property market; I am confident that the 
arrangement will generate extra business 
for both of us and help create a better all 
round service for buy-to-let landlords.” 
 

You might have seen the SureLet team out 
and about Nailsworth recently raising 
money for Red Nose Day.  SureLet staff 
walked from Forest Green Rovers to 
Cinderford Rugby Club, a total of 42 miles 
in 2 days.  They managed to raise just 
under £1,000 and would like to thank the 
generosity of local residents and businesses 
such as Stroud Carpets and Raffles 
Wines for all their support. 
SureLet is looking to strengthen its 
network putting the emphasis on 
supporting local businesses and clubs such 
as their alliance with Forest Green Rovers 
Football Club. 
For more information, please contact 
SureLet on 01453 569 429 or visit 
www.surelet.co.uk  
 

Lost Love 
Things we love, whose closure we 
reported last month was not a victim of the 
recession but of the expiry of the lease. 
Landlords John and Fern Bratby want to 
sell the property with vacant possession so 
the lease was not renewed. It is understood 
that a sale is in prospect but, you guessed 
it, it’s all in the hands of the lawyers. 

Guild of Disabled 
Workers 
Unhappily the Guild of Disabled 
Workers’ shop in Fountain Street probably 
is (a victim). They can no longer afford the 
rent on the larger premises they moved into 
about 2½ years ago. They’ve been looking 
for smaller and more affordable premises 
but, so far, without success and it looks as 
if the Guild’s members will lose their shop 
window and Nailsworth a very useful 
haberdashers. 
A Fine New Building 
This impressive new building on the 
Nailsworth Mills Estate is very nearly 
complete. The structure is stone clad 
marking it as more architecturally 
significant than some of the other buildings 
on the estate where functionality clearly 
outweighs aesthetics. Yes, it’s more 
expensive and it may only be James 
Chamberlain’s grandchildren who reap 
the benefit of the investment.  

The ‘Jove’ Public House 
The future of the Jovial Foresters is 
uncertain (again) following two 
developments this month.  
Firstly, planning consent has been granted 
for a house to be built on the pub garden, in 
spite of eight objections lodged by local 
residents.  
Secondly, a “To Let” sign has been put up 
advertising a business opportunity. Nobody 
quite seems to know what this entails, 
including the landlords Debbie and Alan 
who expect to be leaving the pub in the not 
too distant future.  
(See NN Issue No: 86 p12). 
 

Sarah McEwen of SureLet with Anne Hester 

Minding our own Business                Bill Affleck’s round-up of business news 

The new building on Nailsworth Mills Estate 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Edward Jones 
At a time when good words about anyone 
in the financial services sector are hard to 
find it’s nice to report a success story. Liz 
Odell and Geraldine Curtis are but one 
(well, two) small cog(s) in the Edward 
Jones organisation (10,000 branches world 
wide) but they’re justly proud of their 
company’s placing as No 2 in the Sunday 
Times ranking of the 100 best UK 
companies to work for. They were rated 
best in effective training, best in ‘having 
faith in the company leader’, best in 
providing valuable experience and best in 
‘people being helpful at work’. Internal 
communication seems to be a major 
strength with staff being kept informed of 
what’s going on and their contributions 
being properly and publically recognised. 
Some lessons there for other organisations! 
 
..like, dare one say …..  
 
Morrisons 
 

By the time you read this Somerfield will 
have closed its doors and we will have 
entered our supermarket inter regnum. We 
have been trying to get some sort of 
statement of intent from Morrisons’ press 
office (to whom all enquiries are directed) 
but that will have to wait for next month’s 
issue.  
Communications between Morrisons and 
their future landlord, Nailsworth Mills 
Estate, have also been limited. As we go to 
press they have just received, for approval, 
plans for rather minor modifications to the 
building. The suggested twelve week gap 
before the store re-opens may prove a 
pessimistic estimate. 
 

Nailsworth Computer 
Services  
Having outgrown its home in Burma Road, 
Nailsworth Computer Services, with Brett 
Walkers BTNS Company, has relocated 
in George Street (opp. the Somerfield/
Morrisons carpark). Pat Coyle does repairs 
to PCs and laptops, and sells refurbished 
and new computers. Brett’s people install 
phone and network systems; they hope 
soon to offer Broadband ISP services. 
Home visits and collections are all part of 
the deal! Call on 832151 / 07722 393935 
or visit NailsworthPCs@aol.com or 
www.nailsworthcomputers.com 
 
 

C2 
“Once bitten twice….”    No,  
“Some people never learn…”  
 So, by the time you read this Grahame   
of  C2 and his father Bert, fresh from their 
‘never again’ return from the Chicago 
Marathon will, hopefully, have completed 
the London Marathon.  
 

They’ll have run for Headway, “the 
charity that supports people with a brain 
injury and those who care for them”.  
 

If you’d like to show practical appreciation 
for their efforts call in at C2 or go to 
www.headway.org.uk where you can make 
a donation. 

The Garage (Nailsworth) 
Ltd 
After nearly a quarter of a century of 
service to local motorists Nailsworth Motor 
Services Limited is no more.  
In its place (literally) welcome The 
Garage (Nailsworth) Limited where 
Mike and Tanya Drew and their staff will 
continue to look after their customers, old 
and new, and their cars, old and new. 

Pat Coyle of Nailsworth Computer Services 
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Sport …... 
Bowls 
If you want to throw ‘cannon balls’ over 
beautiful lawns with a drink afterwards, 
then Nailsworth 
Bowls Club is 
the place to be!  
This year the 
slogan for the 2 
Open Days is 
‘Strictly come 
Bowling’. There 
will be no 
winners or 
losers at the 
Open Days but 
just a chance to come along and see what 
the game is all about. Bowls has a possible 
reputation as being a sport for the retired - 
certainly not! 
The Club would love to see as many 
people as possible on the Open Days. 
More members (male and female, 
teenagers upward) are always welcome.  
Once a member, the green is open 
throughout the playing season and you can 
play when you like. There are also men’s 
and ladies’ teams for competitive leagues 
and cup competitions. 
Membership is £65/yr  and Club night is 
Friday. 
Open Days are Sundays 10 & 17th May  
from 10am - 4pm when you will receive 
expert tuition. 
John Millman (883347)  

Nailsworth Tennis Club celebrated their 
20th anniversary last Saturday with 
an “Edwardian Wimbledon” event 
and threw their gates open to 
festival revellers. Young and old 
came to watch local tennis players 
using especially commissioned 
white balls and wooden rackets 
whilst the club provided a suitably 
vintage atmosphere in Edwardian 
costumes to mark the occasion. 
 
Tucked away behind the old 

Nailsworth Boys’ Club, it is hard to 
believe that such a thriving club has been 
there since 1989. During that time, the 
club has grown to boast four men’s and 
three ladies’ teams, plus regular coaching 
to more than 40 juniors. 
Phil Sims, who is principal coach for the 
juniors, said: “It is incredibly satisfying to 
see the youngsters develop. Children can 
start from about the age of six, but we 
have classes for all abilities. Whilst 
several of our juniors have gone on to join 
the adult teams well before they are 18, all 
of them have fun developing coordination  
and ball skills that will improve their 
game.” 
 
With only two courts, Nailsworth is 
obviously a small club, however they 
schedule playing times to ensure that 
everyone gets suitable use of them. It is 
obvious that they pride themselves on 
being friendly and inclusive to anyone 
who wants to join. 
 

Nailsworth Tennis Club was formed by a 
group of local players who wanted 
somewhere where they could play matches 
and practice together regularly. Through a 
combination of loans, grants and 
membership subscriptions, they rebuilt 
courts that had fallen into disrepair, and not 
been played on for some considerable time. 
 
Mark Peer, club chairman since it was 
founded, is keen to ensure that the club has 
a healthy future before he steps down later 
this year. “20 years is a long time in some 
respects, but it feels like only yesterday 
since we dug up a piece of what was, to all 
intents and purposes, waste ground. It had 
not been used since the ‘70s, and we were 
fortunate to obtain grants and loans that 
have allowed us to invest heavily in the 
facilities that are enjoyed by so many 
people.” It will be interesting to know what 
another 20 years will bring. 
 
If you are interested in playing tennis, 
come along to a Club session on Thursday 
evenings or contact the Membership 
Secretary, Anna Read, on 01453 845371. 

What elegance! 

Time-warp Tennis At Nailsworth 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 ……..and more sport  

Shortwood 

Forest Green Rovers 

Nailsworth Running Club 
Get fit for the summer! 
Running for fitness, weight-loss, to feel 
better about yourself, or to achieve a life-
changing goal is a great way to spend a few 
hours a week, especially if it’s in the 
company of a group of like-minded 
friendly people. Stroud based Cotswold 
Allrunners has recently started a 
Nailsworth branch of its popular club. 
 

Of all ages (over 18’s) and all abilities, we 
enjoy running and welcome anyone who 
wants to come along and join in the fun. 
The training is sometimes hard and you 
may find yourself outside your ‘comfort–
zone’, however, the rewards are enormous. 
Running will increase your stamina, make 
your heart healthier, de-stress your mind, 
lower your blood pressure and increase 
your vitality. 
 

We offer structured training sessions for all 
levels; complete beginners should come 
along to King George V playing fields on 
Fridays at 6.30pm; more experienced 
runners should come along to the Cycle-
track Car Park at 6.00pm on Mondays. 
Each session lasts approximately 1 hour 
and is geared to your abilities. 
 

Find out more by logging onto 
www.shinygoodness.co.uk/run.html or 
phone 07875 336 779 and speak to Dave.  

Forest Green Rovers 
 
Forest Green Rovers have had another up 
and down month but certainly plenty of 
activity, goals and drama along the way.  
 

The Sentanta Cup Final received a 
massive crowd at the New Lawn - pity that 
Telford Utd just came to defend for 90 
minutes and hope for a penalty shoot-out - 
it was obviously a successful ploy; but a 
win away to Cambridge was superb and 
(again) but for late goals against the team 
in recent matches, we would be safely mid 
table now - but that’s life! 
 

Thanks for the great support on and off the 
field of play - that’s what makes 
Nailsworth a bit special. 
 
The Commoners Cricket Club 
would like to say ‘Thank-you’ for the last 
edition of NN. Two new members joined 
as a result of the appeal for new cricketers - 
one was a 15 years old - brilliant! Still 
looking for new players, if you’re 
interested please contact Ron Birch 
(750371) or Ed Crampton (07812 541836). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shortwood 
 
Easter Saturday up at Shortwood Utd was a 
bit special too.  
Top of the table clash with Hungerford 
produced a great crowd but it was the 
warmth of the day (Factor 10!) and the 
great atmosphere as well. Is there a more 
beautiful arena in the area?!  It was a very 
happy family occasion.  
The football was good, a 1 - 1 draw but in 
a very tight end to the season it’s clear that 
Shortwood are still ‘all guns blazing’ for 
promotion and future success. League 
results have also been brilliant and John 
Evans and his players deserve huge credit 
for getting the team in such a dominant 
position with very limited funds. Matches 
still to come so keep in touch with What’s 
On (NN) and the local press for dates and 
times. 
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‘Return ticket - Nailsworth to 
Southampton, please!’ 
 At the end of the 19thC, there was a 
serious proposal to extend the Midland 
Railway line south of Nailsworth station to 
Southampton. This would have needed 
either a major tunnel emerging near 
Chavenage or a line up the Avening valley. 
Keen eyed locals in the 1890’s may well 
have spied railway engineers on horseback 
carrying surveying equipment and taking 
strange measurements. 
 
 

Prior to the creation of the big four rail 
companies in 1923, there was a multitude 
of railway line owners and rail operators. 
“Running Powers” were sometimes 
granted by Parliament to enable one 
company to pass over another’s line, but 
charges varied and disputes ensued. The 
opportunity to run trains, both passenger 
and freight from Birmingham to 
Southampton was becoming extremely 
lucrative with the growth of the port for 
ocean going liners and the export of 
manufactured goods.  
 
 

The Midland Railway owned the line from 
Birmingham to Bristol together with the 
branch to Nailsworth via Dudbridge, but 
south of Bristol the lines were owned by 
the Great Western Railway Company. 
Meanwhile, an independent company, the 
Midland and South Western Junction 
Railway, owned the line linking Andover 
to another Great Western line at 
Andoversford. The management of this 
smaller company was keen to do business 
with the Midland Railway. If a new line 
could run from Nailsworth to the Midland 
& South Western Junction line somewhere 
between Cirencester and Swindon, the two 
companies could provide real competition 
to their rivals.  

In 1900, GWR, frightened by the proposal, 
came to a better understanding with the 
smaller company and upgraded the line 
from Cheltenham to Andoversford, 
principally by making it double track and 
thereby attracting traffic onto the Midland 
& South Western Junction Railway via 
Cheltenham and then south to Andover and 
Southampton.  
 

The Midland Railway Company was left 
with a branch line ending at Nailsworth. 
The line closed to passengers during World 
War 2 and the last freight train ran on 1 
June 1966.  
 

Myles Robinson 

 Which route should the railway line 
have taken?  Would it have run to 

Cricklade? Perhaps a keen walker or 
amateur surveyor will make some 
suggestions for the next edition of 

Nailsworth News. 

In 2004 Wayne 
 Jacobs unearthed  
a little hoard of 9 
silver coins in a  
ploughed field in  
Nailsworth. 
 
Valued at about 
£450, they were  
declared as 
Treasure under the 
1996 Treasure Act. 
 
 

At the moment they are on loan to the 
Stroud Museum but they now have the 
opportunity to buy them. Sadly the Stroud 
District Museum Trust has a purchase fund 
of only £100/year so they are looking for a 
donor to help them so that they can go on 
permanent display in the area. 
 

David Mullin, for Stroud District, says 
The coins are siliquae.  This is the name 
given to a type of small silver coin, 
weighing 2-3 grams, that was minted from 
the mid-fourth century until the fall of the 
Roman Empire in the west (c420AD).  
They were minted between 360 - 383 AD 
in five different reigns.  During four of 
these reigns there were two or more joint 
emperors, which gives some indication of 
the political instability of the times.   
 

The coins were struck at four different 
mints: Arles, Rome, Trier & Acquileia, all 
on the European mainland.   They were 
probably hidden by the owner not long 
after 383 AD, during a period of unrest.   
 

We can only speculate as to why he or she 
did not come back to retrieve them.  
                                                             Ros John 
 

 

Donations would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Please send cheques, payable to ‘SDC 
Coin Appeal’, to the Museum -in-the- 
Park, Stratford Park, Stroud, GL5 4AF 

History                                Nailsworth’s treasure 

 

Archives  
Tel: 077455 084778   
They are now open  

Monday & Friday mornings  
from 10-12 noon 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

French visitors 
You may just get this in time to catch the 
French Band Concert from 10-30-12 in 
Mortimer Gardens on Sat. May 2nd 
This is the week-end when we receive our 
French friends from our twin town, Lèves, 
near Chartres. In alternate years we go to 
them. This year they come to us.  Lèves is 
a town with a great musical tradition and 
this year they are bringing 64 musicians as 
well as 43 Twinners. Ages range from 4yrs 
to ...well...whatever. Most of the musicians 
are in their teens.  
Many thanks to all those people in the 
town who are acting as hosts. It’s a brief 
visit lasting from the piano recital on 
Friday evening at Christ Church by the 
talented Francois Cornu to the Music Band 
Concert on Sat. evening at the Primary 
School. (7.30pm) Here, they’re joined by 
our own Silver Band.  
They’ll be off bright and early on Sunday 
morning. 
For information on Twinning ring Carole 
on 833339. 

Festival 
There’s still time to enjoy some of the 
other Festival events advertised in last 
month’s NN. 
Lettuce & Lovage, Nailsworth Dramatic 
Society’s production of Peter Shaffer’s 
comedy is playing on Sat and Sun at 7.30 
at the Town Hall, 
Nailsworth Silver Band is giving another 
concert on Sunday at Christ Church at 
2.30pm, 
T.G.Collective’s spirited music can be 
enjoyed at 8pm at the Town Hall 
And on Monday 3rd you can join the 
Festival Walk starting at 2pm outside the 
Library. 
 

FGR Car Boot Sale is back. 
Every Saturday  from 16th May until the 
season starts. (6.30am - 2pm). Car £5.00: 
car and trailer £7.00: van £10.00.  
Entry 20p. At FGR. 
 

Events 

Newmarket Fete this year on 

24th May celebrates ……MUSIC   
 

With this theme in mind we’ve decided to 
support the Door Youth Project. This is a 
Stroud-based company which supports 
young people of 11- 25. They encourage 
them to make music and get it together on 
record. So, we’ve invited them to join us 
on the day and give us a song.  Further 
details about them can be found on 
www.thedoor.ik.com 
 

It’s also a real opportunity for any of our 
local talented musicians to perform.  
Do come and join in the fun! 
 

We’ve also decided to support The 
Cinnamon Trust which cares for the 
elderly and helps them to keep contact with 
their pets.  Further details can be found on 
www.cinnamon.org.uk. 
 

Donations for stalls e.g. records, books, 
bottles of plonk, etc. gratefully received.  
Contact newmarketfete@aol.co.uk 



 

What’s On – May - 2009 
Contact Tina on 835295 or tina.ginn@btinternet.com 

Sun Salsa class for beginners & improvers. Single or with  
partner. Comrades Club, 4.30pm-6pm, £5.  
07774707625 

Mon Pilates. FGR Dance Studio, 9.30 am Intermediate,  
10.30 am Beginners. Jan Rowsell 07765 244761. 

 Yoga (therapeutic), Christ Church Hall, 11.15 am.  
Sally Deacon 751937. 

 Beginners Calligraphy, Christ Church Hall,  
2 – 4.30 pm.  Pam Harmer 832725. 

 Yoga at Nailsworth Primary School, evening. 
Chris Hewitt 834304. 

 Aerobics & Body Conditioning, Christ Church Hall,  
9.30am & 7.15p. Tina 753895. 

Tue Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 10 am. Sally Deacon 
 Parent & Baby Group, Library Children’s Centre,  

1.15 – 2.30 pm. 832747. 
 Shintaido, All welcome, Christ Church Hall,  

1.30-3.30pm. David 756569. 
 Health Walk (30-60 mins) Library, 2.30.  

John Little 07842 201243. 
 Yoga. Nailsworth Primary School, evening. 

Chris Hewitt 834304 
 Body awareness (Feldenkrais Method) Bring a 

blanket. Christ Church Hall, 7pm-8.15pm.  
Iraina 832027. 

 Eurythmy class, Horsley Village Hall, 10-11am, tbc  
Elizabeth 832921. 

Wed Pilates on the Ball, Christ Church Hall , 9.30am.  
 Group Hypnosis, Natural Health Centre,  

12.30pm-1pm, 

 Bookstart Baby Bounce, up to 18 mths,  Library, 
2.15-2.45 Term time only. 

 Iyengar Yoga, Mortimer Rooms, 7.30 pm – 9 pm.  
Alison Griffin 752249. 

 Jazz, Jive, Swing.  Beginners, Comrades Club, 7.45 
pm. £4. James 01452 77070.1 

Thu Taiji Wuxigong, Christ Church Hall, 9.30am-11am.  
Poh Eng 836425. 

 Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 5.45 pm and 7.30 pm.  
Sally Deacon 751937. 

 Buddhist meditation and mindfulness, Friends 
Meeting House, 7.30pm. All welcome. Will 839453. 

 Jazz, Jive, Swing classes, Comrades Club,  
7.15 pm Beginners, 8.15pm Intermediate,  
9.15pm Advanced. £4.  

Fri Taiji Wuxigong, Christ Church Hall, 11.15 – 12.45  
Poh Eng 836425 (New class starts 8th May). 

 Country Market, Mortimer Room, 8.45am-11am. 
 Little Angels, Singing and Music for Parents & 

Toddlers, 
 Nailsworth Bowls Club. All welcome. 

John Millman 883347 
 Bingo, cash prizes. Green Man (FGR), at 7.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  2   Sat Lèves Twinners & Musicians in town. See p.19 
  2   Sat Darts Tournament, Green Man (FGR), Info: 833295. 
  2   Sat Weaving Shed, Gigg Mill open, 10 – noon. 

Dunkirk Mill Centre open, 2 – 4 pm. 
   3   Sun Family Service in the Green Man, Forest Green, 11 am. 
   4   Mon Dunkirk Mill Centre open, 2 – 4 pm. 
   6  Wed Pots of Fun, Flower Arrangement Society, Town Hall, 7pm. 

Jill Robbins 833952 

   7   Thu Crime Reduction, NSoc Luncheon Club, Egypt Mill.  
11.30 am. Paul Young 837807. 

   7   Thu Canasta, Hanover Gardens Community Room, 7.15pm.  
All welcome. Info: Jane Hobdell 833035. 

   8   Fri Flower Club members’ trip to Westminster Abbey. 
  10   Sun A Haydn Celebration, Emerald Ensemble, Christ Church Hall,  

3 pm.  Tickets £8 in advance Coco, £9 on door. 
  11   Mon Staging an exhibition of Cranham’s inspirational landscapes NSoc 

Local History Research Group, Mortimer Room, 7.30pm. 
  11   Mon My visit to Beijing, Sue Reed, & Pudding Tasting, WI,  

St Georges Parish Rooms, 8 pm.  Open to all. 
  12   Tue Social Club for Older People, Library, 832747. 

  14   Thu Rotary Club Meeting, FGR, 7 pm. Fiona Hodges 836240. 

  15   Fri Rotary Club Quiz Night, Box Village Hall. Fiona Hodges 836240. 

  15   Fri Laurie Lee & the Romance of Old Spain, Ruskin Mill, 8pm. 837537. 
  16   Sat Weaving Shed, Gigg Mill open, 10 – noon. 

Dunkirk Mill Centre open, 2 – 4 pm. 
  16   Sat Children’s Storytelling, Ruskin Mill, 10.30. 837537. 
  17   Sun Dunkirk Mill Centre open, 2 – 4 pm. 
  17   Sun Box Gardening Club Annual Plant Sale, Box Village Hall,  

2 – 4 pm. Free admission. 
  18   Mon Climbers, Ramblers and Scramblers, NSoc Gardening Group, 

Mortimer Room, 7.30 pm. 

  19   Tue Blood Donations, Green Man, FGR, 1 – 3.15 and 5 – 6.45 pm. 
  19   Tue Trefoil Guild visit to Cowley for picnic and boules, 2.30 pm.  

Maureen Embrey 833772. 
  19   Tue Town Council Meeting, Town Hall, 3rd Tues, 7 pm. 
  20  Wed Stroud & District Macular Society, Christ Church Rooms, 

3rd Wed, 10 am – 12 noon. 
  21   Thu Royal British Legion, Nailsworth Social Club. 

  23   Sat Farmers’ Market, Mortimer Gardens, 9 am – 1 pm. 
  24   Sun Kum-Nye Tibetan Yoga, Sawyer Hall Christchurch, 0 -5.  

Claire 839346. 

  25   Mon Dunkirk Mill Centre open, 2 – 4 pm. 

  27  Wed Dunkirk Mill Centre open, 2 – 4 pm. 

  27  Wed Alzheimer Café, Christ Church, 2 – 4 pm, 834714. 

  28   Thu NSoc Rambling Group, Library, 9.30 am, Alma Williams 834049. 

  28   Thu NSoc Theatregoers, Sign of the Times, Dep Bus Station 12.30 pm. 
  28   Thu Rotary Club Meeting, FGR, 7 pm. Info Fiona Hodges 836240. 
   
1/6 

  Mon Glass & Glass Working, NSoc Arts, Crafts & Music Group,  
Mortimer Room, 7.30 pm. Info Janet Gower 835540. 

   
3/6 

 Wed My Way & All That’s Summer competition, Flower Club,  
Town Hall, 7 pm.  Jill Robbins 833952. 

   
4/6 

  Thu Problems of Getting Published, NSoc Luncheon Group,  
Egypt Mill, 11.30 am.  Paul Young 837807. 

     Fri Gigspanner Concert, Ruskin Mill, 8 pm. 837537. 

  24   Sun Newmarket Fete. From 2pm. 
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