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TETE A TETE CAFE
Market Street, Nailsworth

welcomes you!!
Awarded 5 out of 5 [scores on the doors]

Freshly baked selection of cakes
Gift boxed cupcakes.

Children can decorate their own!!!!
Freshly filled baguettes, ciabattas, paninis  

and tortillas: eat in or take out!
Breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea menu.

From April 15th enjoy a delicious cream tea!
Enjoy a clean relaxing atmosphere. 

OPEN 9 - 4 MON - SAT.
For further info please call 07854 308918

YOUR LOCAL  
COMPUTER STOCKIST

LAPTOPS & PCS FROM £100
BRAND NEW FROM £350

VIRUS REMOVAL, COMPUTER  
UPGRADES, DATA RECOVERY

COME AND TALK TO US FOR DETAILS

NO COMPUTER JARGON  
NO FIX NO FEE GUARANTEE 

www.nailsworthcomputers.com

nailsworthpcs@aol.com

NAILSWORTH  
COMPUTERS

01453 832151 
OPPOSITE MORRISONS SUPERMARKET

Local awards
At a Town Hall reception last month, Nailsworth’s Mayor 
Steve Robinson honoured a number of people who have 
served the town. We congratulate the winners, and on page 4 
we tell you more about them and their contribution to local 
life. 

Before the awards were presented, young local performers 
entertained the guests. Pictured below are Nailsworth talents 
15-year-old ventriloquist Kieran with one of his ‘helpers’, 
and 14-year-old Sam taking the microphone.

Refreshments	
at	the	Mayor’s	

Awards	
Ceremony	
being	served	
by	local	

Guides	-	all	
the	guests	can	
testify	to	their	
welcoming	

smiles	and	the	
tasty	nibbles	
that	were	on	
offer	for	the	
whole	evening.

Congratulations to	the	people	at	Golden Stones 
Gardening,	who	have	have	gained	the	sought	after	
Trading	Standards	‘Buy	with	Confidence’	approval	
rating.	Find	out	more	on	page	15.
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Views expressed in this paper are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Nailsworth News team. We reserve the right to edit or omit any material 
submitted for publication. No liability is accepted for loss or damage arising from any omission of copy or advertising. Material submitted for publication will only 
be returned if accompanied by a SAE. Nailsworth News is published and distributed entirely by volunteers, with production costs defrayed by advertising. More 
volunteers are always welcome - if you would like to join the team, please get in touch with the Editor. 

 Nailsworthy 
Clive Singleton

Clive originally worked for a high technology 
company in Cambridge before changing jobs 

to work in Bristol – and it was while seeking 
accommodation that he first became aware of, and 
attracted to Nailsworth. When the move to the west 
country was made, the family were very pleased to 
acquire such a nice home here. Later, as a result of 
changes in the IT industry, Clive swapped over to 
teaching. He is now a supply teacher, which takes him 
right across the region. His wife Sarah is a Careers 
Advisor, and one of his daughters is in education locally 
and the other in a gap year.

Clive was a founder member of the Nailsworth Film Club, which originally 
began as part of the Forest Green Regeneration Initiative. To set it up, help was 
sought from the British Federation of Film Societies; funds were raised and the 
Club was established in 2003 with Clive as its Chairman. With a strong team 
around him, he sees his particular role as that of co-ordinator for the booking of 
films and venues. This involves chasing up exactly who it is that has the rights to 
a particular film and in the process dealing with all sorts of interesting people and 
organisations. The committee decides on the programme of films each year, and 
there are usually ten films shown between September and April – always a variety 
of quality films of all genres from around the world. ‘The Film Club is rooted in the 
local community. Without their support it would not be possible’, he added. Club 
membership is open to anyone over 18, and details can be found on the website 
www.nailsworthfilmclub.co.uk.

On a number of occasions the Film Club have organised the screening of films 
for the Nailsworth Festival. For Clive, one special highlight came when Director Sir 
Richard Eyre arrived to talk about the making of his film ‘Notes on a Scandal’, and 
answered questions from the audience after its showing.

Of his many interests, Clive has a particular love of the arts and literature. In 
his spare time he enjoys writing stories and poetry. This is a hobby shared by his 
daughters, who, like Clive, have had some of their poems published. He is also 
hoping to start oil painting again in the near future; he greatly admires the Pre-
Raphaelite painters, whose technical skills have a universal appeal.

Clive believes Nailsworth’s strength lies in its people. ‘There is such a great 
atmosphere about the place. Long may it continue’.

Mike Brinkworth

A great place to work ...
Shops, offices, factory units sometimes available

Give us a call on 01453 832754
email: james@eachamberlain.co.uk  www.eachamberlain.co.uk

Nailsworth 
Mills Estate

Chris Wood
Gardening Services

All types of garden maintenance undertaken

Call 07973 380225
Email chris_robert_wood@live.co.uk

Spring Clean reminder!
Don't forget the Nailsworth News Spring Clean at 10 am on 14th May. Just 
meet at the recycling area next to Tesco and we will supply bags and litter 
pickers. I request that you bring your own gardening gloves, although a few 
pairs will be available on the day. Let me know where you are clearing litter 
to avoid duplication. (For full details, see Page 9 of April Nailsworth News.)

Don Luke 832812 donmorningside@gmail.com
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Nailsworth parish
Published by the Nailsworth 
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Mayor’s report
The 4 year term of the current Council is now coming to an 

end. As a councillor with only 4 years service I must say 
how amazed I am at how much has been achieved during that 
period by 11 volunteers (the Town Councillors):
• After many years of discussion between Authorities, the 

Fountain was finally moved, and what a feature it is in 
the centre of our Town.

• The new iron bridge has been installed at the end of the 
Mortimer Gardens and it is hoped that work will start on 
the improvements to Market Street Corner in the next 
few months.

• Work on garden areas in the town is taking place, and 
what a difference it has made already.

• The County Council ‘pulled the plug’ on the financing of 
all youth clubs in Gloucestershire, so after consultation 
the Town Council has stepped in to fund a qualified Full-
time Youth Worker and Part-time Assistants to support 
our young people.

• The addition to the skateboard park should 
be ready for use in time for the summer 
holidays. This, along with Market Street 
Corner has been mainly financed by the 
Arkell Bequest.

• Those travelling up the hill to Forest Green 
cannot fail to notice that the Arkell Centre is 
nearing completion, and what a fine building 
it will be. Thanks must go to my Deputy, 

Sally Thorpe, for all her hard work 
before and since the start of the project.

• During the last 4 years work has 
continued to be carried out by volunteers 
to retain the grassland at Bunting Hill. 
Other volunteers have worked on the 
Orchard Project at Windsoredge.

• Following Stroud District Council’s 
decision to close the Recreation Centre, 
the Town Council instigated talks between the Primary 
School, SDC and the Nailsworth Community Partnership 
to keep it open and increase its useage.

• Other projects within the town include the large floodlit 
area to be built on the school site, the increase in opening 
hours at the library, and the modernisation of Council 
buildings. 

• We must not forget our volunteers who operate our 
Tourist Information Office and the Town Archives.  The 
Archives are open to the public on 2 mornings a week 
(Monday and Friday).

• Finally, our thanks must go to our volunteer Snow 
Warden for his enthusiasm, particularly during the last 2 
winters.

I would like to finish by thanking our current longest serving 
Town Councillor, John Nicholson, who is standing down after 
serving the people of Nailsworth for an incredible 20 years. 
His knowledge on Council matters will be sadly missed.

Steve Robinson, 834270, robinsons@fsmail.net 

Changing seasons
The signs of spring are all around, and are a real pleasure 

to see. The winter is past, but before we lose sight of it, I 
suggest it is worth reflecting on the impact of last year's extreme 
weather on our town, and on how prepared we might be for a 
similar winter next year. 

Barely had we received government advice last year that 
citizens and local Councils could clear ice and snow themselves 
without fear of penalty - if they acted responsibly - then the 
snow and ice were upon us. Previously, the prevailing view had 
been to avoid taking steps to clear the streets for fear of legal 
action.

• Our first action as a Council was to secure several more 
salt bins with the intention of locating them where 
residents themselves could make use of them. To date 
however, only 2 of these have been accepted by the 
County Council on their refilling schedule. We intend to 
continue to press the case for more. 

• We purchased a salt spreader for use in the town centre. 
• We gladly accepted the offer of salt storage in a central 

location to use with the spreader.
• We encouraged residents and 

shopkeepers to take responsible 
action themselves. 

• We worked in tandem with our 
volunteer snow warden to provide 
as much advice and local action 
as possible.

This is still work in progress, but I 
think it is worth recording that we made 
some significant progress during the 
winter. We believe we now have the 
means and ability to make the streets 
around the centre of town less hazardous. 
This would include the notorious Spring 
Hill/Old Market corner! 

The next task is to work together to 

make other areas of the 
town safer. We understand 
that there are some 
excellent ideas around for 
local residents to work in 
co-operation across the 
town.

If anyone has any 
other suggestion on this 
topic to put to the Council, 
please contact the Clerk of 
Nailsworth Town Council, 
on 833592. 
Joy Way, Nailsworth Town 
Council, Environment 
Committee Chairman, 
2010-2011

Right:	the	path	below	
Hanover	Gardens	shown	
under	snow	one	morning	

last	winter
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The Chamberlain 
Trophy for Sport
‘This person has been 
involved with the game of 
football for over 40 years, 
both blowing	the	whistle	
and running	the	line which 
included being a linesman 
at Wembley. For 20 years he 
has been involved in what 
was once called ‘the little 
club on the hill’ and he has 
been called ‘Mr Forest Green 
Rovers’.

I am delighted to present 
this trophy to Colin Peake.’

Nailsworth Festival Arts Award
‘This award goes jointly to two people who work 
together to promote practical arts in the town. You might 
say that they work	below	stairs, since together they 
have developed the lower floor of the old Boy’s Club 
into what is now known as the Nailsworth Community 
Workshop. This couple works in wood and metals 

with all age 
groups, but 
predominantly 
young people. 
It’s well worth 
a look in if you 
are passing the 
building.

This year I am 
pleased to present 
this award to Pam 
Brown and Gavin 
Pond.’ Nailsworth Youth Award

‘This is a joint award to two young people from 
Nailsworth, involved in entertainment.

Both have given up much of their social life to 
concentrate on perfecting their art.

Organised by one of them, they both recently 
took part in the Youth Variety Show which played 
to packed venues around the Stroud area and raised 
£1,800 for a 
mental health 
charity dealing 
with young 
people.

They both 
performed for 
you earlier 
this evening. 
I am pleased 
to present this 
award to 14 year 
old Sam Jones 
and 15 year old 
Kieran Powell.’

The Award for Outstanding Service 
to the Town

‘The award this year goes to 
a lady who has been working 
firstly with the playgroup here 
in the Town Hall, and in recent 
years when it developed into 
a day nursery. This covered 
a period of 36 years. Many 
children (far too many to count) 
will have benefited from her 
care and influence from an early 
age.

She is also a volunteer at St 
Georges’s Church, singing in the 
choir and organising the town’s 
annual carol service.

I am pleased to award 
the Town Shield to Gemma 
Stewart.’

 

7 Fountain Street, Nailsworth, 
Glos. GL6 0BL 

www.perrybishop.co.uk  
Tel: 01453 836736 Fax 01453 836737 
Email: nailsworth@perrybishop.co.uk 

Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents and Valuers 

Lettings and Management, Land and New Homes 

Estate agent to the Five Valleys with a network of 
five offices covering the Cotswolds. 

The SASH WINDOW SERVICE Ltd
 Your local sash window specialists now provides a combined draught 
proofing / window function service.  This results in windows that are 

easy to use, reduces draughts by up to 90% and cuts annual CO2 emis-
sion by around 120kg. Sash window sill & frame repairs also available.

 Call 01453 861025 or visit: www.stroud-sash-windows.co.uk 
nailsworth 2011c.indd   1 14/03/2011   09:21:13

Below	are	the	Mayor’s	citations	for	those	who,	at	his	Reception	on	April	
11th,	were	honoured	for	their	contributions	to	Nailsworth.	
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Nailsworth in bloom
It’s official; the long cold winter is finally over. And to welcome the summer, Nailsworth’s 

public places are bursting into blossom. Over the past few months, the Mayor has been 
leading an initiative working with groups and 
individuals to deck the borders and troughs around 
the town with plants, bushes and flowers in a 
variety of colours and themes.

So far, Ruskin Mill students, The Nailsworth 
and District Flower Arrangement Society, 
Nailsworth Youth Club, ESS Ltd. and 
Nailsworth Gardening Club have all signed 
up and are responsible for areas of greenery and 
colour. Several businesses have sponsored borders 
in the town. (If there are any more businesses 
or individuals out there able to get involved and 
brighten up our parks, streets and building, please 
get in touch with Steve on 834270, robinsons@
fsmail.net.)

Pictured below are students from Ruskin Mill 
who have created and looked after displays in the 
flower beds around the clock tower, with a great 
deal of help from Mark Tipping of Nailsworth 
Garden Centre. Shown with the students are 
Elisabeth Johnson (Principal), Douglas Drywood, 
Annabelle Mitchell, Alexander Zabelberg, Mark 
Tipping and the Mayor.

ESS have sponsored the tubs at the bottom of Spring Hill and these are 
being lovingly tended throughout the year by The Nailsworth & District Flower 
Arrangement Society. If you would like to join the Society, please call Rose 
Pegler on 873413; their meetings take place on the 1st Wednesday of each month 
at the Town Hall from 7 pm. 

Pictured above left from the Society are Jo Hefferman (Chairman) with Jill 
Robbins. The right of the same picture shows ESS Operations Manager Liam 
Edwards, and the firm’s Proprietor Jamie Robbins.

D .  S t a i n e r - H u t c h i n s  A r c h i t e c t s  L t d
 5 Bridge Street, Nailsworth, GL6 OAA

T: 01453 839121
  

  Sustainable & ecological design, feasibility studies, planning applications and conservation

dsharchitects.co.uk

CURTAINS ~ BLINDS ~ SOFT FURNISHINGS 
LOOSE COVERS ~ REUPHOLSTERY SERVICE
For advice and estimate ring Jenny Powell

Wright Interiors ~ 01453 768899

FOR A FAST CURE
Call Tom Seed

THE VAC
DOCTOR

01453 834700
or 07773397832

Cleaner laid low...?
... We’ll soon have it

up and running.

FREE
Collection & Return

Vac Doctor 60 x 90.indd   1 13/02/2011   20:21
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Community
Local hero
John of Just Pets is a real star 
when it comes to looking after 
lost pets. If you are a pet-owner 
yourself, it should be a relief to 
know that he is around in the town 
to help out if something goes 
wrong. John has been praised for 
providing food and drink when an 
animal is mislaid, and using tags 
to find and contact owners. Thanks 
John! 

A close second for the title this month were Nick and 
Christoph of The Old Lodge, who took great care of a 
local man who had locked himself out of his car after a 
dog walk on April Fool’s Day. It was no joke!

South Cotswolds Branch Charity No. 207006
Reggie’s Story 

Reggie, an 18 month old Border Terrier cross 
had sustained very severe injuries after being 
involved in a road traffic accident and came 

into the protection of the RSPCA South Cotswolds Branch after an appeal by 
a neighbouring dog warden for an animal charity to take on his care. Reggie 
has been put back together again and is being loved and cared for by one of our wonderful foster homes. 
Every day he is making progress; we are hopeful that he will make a full recovery from his injuries.

We need you. We cannot help animals like Reggie without public support. There are many ways you can 
help; by volunteering for us, donating and purchasing in our shops, fundraising, making a one-off donation 
or by leaving a legacy to this very hardworking committed local charity.

Follow Reggie’s progress and find out more about our work  
and how you can help, by visiting our website www.rspca-southcotswolds.org.uk

RSPCA South Cotswolds Branch Charity No. 207006
Come and visit our fantastic shop  
at 2 Market Street, Nailsworth

We sell a superb range of  

• clothing • china • books • household items
 Having a Spring Clean?  

We are in URGENT need of good quality, saleable donations!
 Special Sunday Donation Days  

15th and 29th May, 10.00 – 12.00
For more information contact Andy on 01453 835814

PETER RUSHTON 
LANDSCAPES LTD

NAILSWORTH 
EST 1980

Celebrating 30 years of trading
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL  

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN SERVICE
* Modern & Traditional Water Features

 * Garden Lighting  * Patios & retaining walls

 * Decking & Pergolas  * Low Maintenance Gardens

 * Planting & Lawns * Large & small groundwork projects

 * Video Library * Competitive Prices

 * Driveways * Free Estimates

Tel.: 01453 832576  
Mob.: 07887 841076

Brentmoor House, Newmarket Rd, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DQ

See our display boards at  
Nailsworth & Highfield Garden Centres

Nailsworth Walking Festival
Walking is one of the best ways to use your leisure 
time – it is good for your health, it lets you enjoy 
the wonderful countryside that we live in, and it is 
free! Nailsworth Health Partnership has organised 
a Walking Festival from 7th to 15th May, so this is 
your chance to get out and about with like-minded 
people. The programme of 9 walks, ranging from 1.5 
to 8 miles in length, can be found in the What’s On 
section at the back of this paper. All have experienced 
leaders, and some have themes such as story telling, 
industry or drawing. 

No advance booking is needed, just come along 
on the day. Please note that you will need suitable 
clothing and sensible footwear. Some walks allow 
dogs on leads, so check the details beforehand 
– where dogs are not allowed, this is stated. It is 
recommended that you arrive at least 10 minutes prior 
to the stated start time. Walks are at your own risk. 

Leaflets giving more information are available 
from the Information Centre, the Surgery, the Library 
and the Natural Health Centre in town. If you have 
any further questions you can email or phone Nick 
Peters, nandanailsworth@yahoo.co.uk, phone 
834000, or ring Pam Browne on 832907.

Nigglesworth
The derelict property including 
the old video rental shop has 
been an eyesore for a generation 
now. The traders of Market 
Street have made great strides 
in upgrading the area, and Sam 
Miller’s mural is looking good. 
What a shame then that the 
owner of said building(s), and / 
or a higher authority if possible, 
can’t do something about 
improving this site! 

Bob Court Engineering Services
•	Boiler	servicing	incl	LPG
•	Electrical	work
•	 Landlord’s	certificates

Gas Safe registered,  
qualified, reliable

0797 181 4017 or 01453 833291
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www.heavenlywindows.co.uk 
01453 882896 

Jacaranda Flowers 
of Nailsworth 

 

Your local florist,  
for all occasions  

 
 
 
 

5a Fountain Street 
Nailsworth 

GL6 0BL 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 01453 836714 
 
www.jacarandanailsworth.co.uk 

Bicycle owners, please note
Over the last few 
weeks Peter Wilson, 
our Neighbourhood 
Warden (pictured 
below right), has 
become aware of a 
number of abandoned 
push bikes appearing 
in the centre of the 
town. They have been 
properly chained up 
and left in the correct 
designated areas, but 
never collected. The photograph shows one that at the time of 
going to press was being monitored outside the Library, but 
there have been other incidents along Bridge Street.

If anybody knows the whereabouts of any more suspected 
unclaimed bikes or is considering getting 
rid of a bike that might not be in the best 
working order then please contact Peter on 
07779 347113. These bikes can be repaired 
and given a good home at the bike shelter 
scheme being run in the district. Abandoned 
bikes found will have a 30 day notice put on 
them and can be removed after that time.

Any problems, let Peter know.

Fruit Map gathers pace
As well as their usual farmer’s market stall on the 
4th Saturday of each month, Go Grow is planning 
a special display for the Nailsworth Festival on 
Saturday 21st May. They will be using the festival to 
launch the Nailsworth Fruit Map, a project to gather 
information on local fruit growing and highlight the 
abundance of fruit such as apples, pears and plums 
available in gardens, orchards and open spaces. Come 
and add your tree, orchard or community orchard to 
the map. If you are interested in future community 
picking, apple pressing and other fruit-related activities 
then stop by for a chat with the Go Grow team.

For more 
information please 
contact Katherine 
Kearns on 834530 
or email katherine.
kearns@southglos.
gov.uk.

A special birthday for a special man
Last month, Mike Vick of Ivy Cottage, Newmarket 
celebrated his 90th birthday in style, with Nailsworth 
Silver Band to mark the occasion and his family 
and friends all around him. We are told that Mike is 
something of a celebrity in Nailsworth because he was 

born in the lovely cottage he still lives in with 
his daughter Catherine, her partner Kevin and 
grandson Joe. Apparently he is full of fun and 
anyone who has 
lived in the town 
for more than a few 
years is likely to have 
come across him – 
particularly regulars at 
the Old George Inn 
only two doors away 
from his home, where 
he sits on Fridays in 
his favourite corner.

Local osteopath to help Meningitis Trust
Nailsworth osteopath Kelly Haines is aiming to‘Tri’ her best and fundraise 
for the Stroud based Meningitis Trust by taking part in the Westonbirt 
Triathlon on 29th May. She will swim 400m, cycle 25km and then run 5km 
around Westonbirt village and school. Kelly, who joined The White Practice 
in Market Street in August last year, hopes to raise over £500 in this, the 25th 
anniversary year of the Meningitis Trust. Kelly comments, ‘The training is 
very tough and I may well need an osteopath myself when it’s all over, but it 
is so worth the pain if I can make my fundraising target’. To help Kelly you 
can donate via her JustGiving page www.justgiving.com/Kelly-Haines or 
via sponsor forms at The White Practice clinic in Market Street.
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Visit our shop -
through the wrought iron gates 
in Morrisons Car Park, or park 
outside the shop in the estate

Choose from 500 mouldings,  
200 mount colours and  
many ready-made frames 

Turn your favourite photo into a full 
size canvas - stretched or framed!

We’ll be glad to help you find a great 
solution for all your framing needs!

unit 42 nailsworth mills estate
nailsworth, stroud, gl6 0bs

01453 836134 

picture  
framers

Roots Tree Care
01453 840853 and 07818 078959

www.rootstreecare.co.uk

Professional Tree Care

Hedge Management

Garden Clearance

Developing a local Patient 
Reference Group
The government is keen to get the voices of patients 
heard effectively in health practices. Their policy is to do 
this through what are called Patient Reference Groups. 
Practices will seek to work with such groups to survey 
patient opinions, get feedback, invite comments on 
priorities and develop action plans. The results will be 
made public.

Prices Mill Surgery has worked together with the 
Nailsworth Health Partnership 
(NHP) over the course of the last 
year or so to promote effective 
communication between the practice 

and the local 
community 
it serves, and 
it was agreed 
with the NHP 
at the meeting 
in April that a 
sub-group of the 
partnership would be established for 
joint working. In the first instance, 
the practice is seeking expressions of 
interest from patients of the practice 
who are interested in getting involved.

Further details are available on the 
practice website at www.pricesmill.
co.uk, or at the reception desk at 
the surgery. Alternatively, anyone 
interested is encouraged to contact 
Duncan Mann the Practice Manager 
at Prices Mill Surgery on 839719 for 
an informal chat to outline the terms 
of reference of the group and discuss 
how to take things forward.

Nailstock
Sadly, Nailstock has had to be cancelled this year, due 
to insufficient ticket sales. Our sympathies go to the 
organisers, who put in a huge amount of (unpaid) work 
to try and bring this event to Nailsworth. We are lucky 
in our town in punching well above our weight in terms 
of activities, groups, organised events, festivals and so 
on. However, one downside of that, as everyone trying to 
put on something locally knows only too well, is that a 
town with a population of only a few thousand does not 
provide a big marketplace, even allowing for attracting 
people in from nearby villages such as Amberley, 
Horsley and Woodchester, and getting the message out 
to Stroud. It is also worth speculating whether the Royal 
Wedding falling on Festival Friday, which could not have 
been foreseen, also meant that many people had other 
plans for the Nailstock Bank Holiday weekend. 

The festival organisers will be holding a public 
meeting on 10th May at 7.30pm in the Nailsworth Social 
Club to discuss the way forward for next year. There is a 
huge commitment to treat this as a postponement rather 
than a cancellation, and the organisers want feedback and 
help from the public. So if you have suggestions, or can 
assist in any way to make sure this festival happens in 
2012, do go along and have your say. 

Nailsworth notes
At the time of writing, there is a noticeboard by the pond 

outside Ruskin Mill, requesting visitors not to feed bread 
to the ducks there.

I don’t have a problem with this, for two reasons. The 
first is that there is evidence that feeding wild ducks with 
bread (and it is bread that visitors mostly give them) is not 
a good idea. To quote a specialist wildlife website, birding.
about.com: ‘Many birders were first introduced to the joys of 
avian wildlife by feeding ducks bread... While we may have 
grown up thinking this was an environmentally responsible 
and humane way to dispose of old or stale bread, feeding the 
ducks is actually unhealthy and potentially dangerous for the 
birds.’ This particularly applies at breeding season, and the 
bread is probably bad for the fish in Ruskin Mill pond too, 
lovely though it is to watch them pull it underwater!

The second reason is that the path through the Horsley 
Valley that begins at Ruskin Mill is a permissive one, not a 
right of way. There is no entitlement to go on it to do anything 
at all, let alone feed the wildlife. So those of us who walk 
there should certainly not be interfering with the management 
of the habitat and the creatures that form part of it.

But having said all that, I can’t be the only one who 
has fond if guilty memories of taking my family to the 
ducks there in less environmentally conscious times. Even 
nowadays, when it can seem almost impossible to lure small 
children away from their iphones and computer games, 
feeding birds will generally win out over the technology. It is 
one of life’s great free pleasures (and it works for all ages!) 

I guess the answer is to feed animals in a responsible 
way – for instance, at Slimbridge the right food is provided, 

and of course 
well managed 
bird feeding in 
gardens is always 
a joy. Meanwhile, 
I must harden 
my heart to the 
quacking of the 
ducks in Horsley 
Valley...

Editor



 

St 
Dominic’s
Amongst all the 

bureaucracy 
involved in 
education, it is good 
to remind ourselves 
about what is 
important. I had one 
such reminder earlier this week when 
George was brought very sheepishly to 
the office to show me a poem that he 
had written. The class had been writing 
kennings* and this one stood out as 
being rather special. Well done George!

Goliath Tarantula
Poisonous	creeper
Climber	of	sleepers
Wall	attacher
Bird	dispatcher
Scorpion	sucker
Creature	snacker
Shell	cracker
Non–slacker
Poison	pointer
Death	anointer
Giant	terroriser
Snake	demiser
Scary	sweeper
Black	leaper
Heavy	hauler
Black	boulder.

Margaret Smith, Headteacher

*What is a kenning?
Kennings	were	used	a	lot	in	Celtic	
and	Viking	stories.	A	kenning	is	a	
way	of	describing	something	without	
saying	what	it	is.	In	poetry	it	is	a	list	of	
kennings,	usually	made	up	of	lots	of	two-
word	descriptions.	Ed.

Schools
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Nailsworth CofE Primary
Change, change, change… life continues to 

be exciting at school. We sadly said good-
bye at the end of term to Wendy D’Arcy, 
our fabulous Deputy Headteacher, who was 
appointed Headteacher at St. Josephs, Nympsfield. 
Wendy has made a significant contribution to school, 
leading our wonderful themed curriculum and 
developing our teaching and learning skills. We will 
miss her dearly, but I know she will be an excellent Headteacher. We welcome 
Maria Hibbert from Callowell Primary, Stroud, who is seconded 2 days a 
week for the Summer term whilst we recruit a permanent Deputy Headteacher, 
and also Zoe Avastu - an experienced and excellent teacher in year 1.

I would like to thank Nailsworth Town Council for all their drive and 
determination to keep the Recreation Centre open. We have had the builders 
in over the Easter holidays to improve access and security of the school to 
allow more groups to use our great facilities independently at the least cost. 
We hope many clubs will sign up to use the venue.

Our drama club are working hard on their next show, Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. The main cast will be children from 
school and they are all looking forward to performing to a large audience. 
Evening performances will be Thursday to Saturday, 23rd to 25th June.

We look forward to a fun filled and packed summer term with new themes 
around the Wizard of Oz, Fantastic Mr Fox and Space.   
     Vince Southcott, Headteacher	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

					

Did you know Auto Bodytech are not just 
Stroud’s Premier Accident Repair Centre?

Specialist Technicians • Great Service • Competitive Prices
We also provide the following services at competitive rates, either while your vehicle is 
having body repairs or by separate booking.

• Servicing on all makes • Free courtesy cars

• Exhausts, batteries, MOTs • Air Con service/recharge

• Wheel alignment, tyres • Paintless dent removal

• System diagnostics • Vehicle valeting

• Peugeot, Suzuki & Hyundai  
Approved Body Repair Specialists

Inchbrook Trading Estate
(A46) Bath Road
Nailsworth
GL5 5EY
01453 832871
info@auto-bodytech.co.uk www.auto-bodytech.co.uk

Surgery, Felling & Stump Removal
Pruning and Hedge Trimming 

Debris Recycling 
Full Consultancy Service, Free Quotations

Your local tree experts  

for over 25 years

Tel: 01285 760466 Aston Down, Stroud GL6 8GATel: 01285 760466 Aston Down, Stroud GL6 8GA

-- extra-sockets
-- lights
-- security-lighting
-- fuse-board-changes
-- fault-finding-&-rectification
-- test-&-inspection

All-work--

insured-&--

guaranteed.

NICEIC-Domestic-Installer
For-a-FREE-QUOTE,-call-Simon--
on-01453-834323-/-0777-3333061

email:-simon@cirruselectrical.com

PERLA PLASTERING
General household maintenance

22 years experience
Fully insured, 

fast and friendly
Ring Andy on 07825 235949 

or 01453 832824

The	
school	
Gym	in	
use



Faith matters
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Divine grace
So that is Easter over! Many 

people think Christmas is 
a vicar’s busiest time, but the 
Easter season and the message 
of the Cross is the focus of 
Christian faith. The verse from 
the Bible that begins ‘God so 
loved the world...’ (John 3:16) 
must be the most quoted verse 
ever. But what if you have 

persistently gone your own way, given no time or 
thought to God and ignored God’s love, even though 
you have had times of trying but slipped back to old 
ways? We cannot really expect God to receive us with 
his love yet again, can we?

 No employer would put up with this kind of 
treatment. If we had betrayed our country as we betray 
God, we would expect to be imprisoned. If we insulted 
the Queen as our lives insult God, we could not expect 
to be invited to a royal banquet - our forefathers would 
have been thrown in the Tower or beheaded! If we had 
neglected our friends or spouse, we would have little 
hope that they could love us again. So, from a human 
perspective there is no hope of a good future.

 But God’s response is not like human ones. He 
is so full of love and mercy that He does not react 
as we do. He is so secure in his majesty and power 
that He does not punish us, as a national government 
might. The vastness of the heavens compared with the 
earth means that the same rules don’t operate - God 
measures his grace, love and mercy by light years not 
centimetres. Our Heavenly Father waits for your call. 
Use the direct line or visit one of the many branches 
across the country, and He will be waiting with arms 
ready to embrace you.

Reverend Stephen Earley

NMC
Nailsworth MOT Centre 

Book MOTs online at 
www.nailsworthmotcentre.co.uk 

Tel: 01453 836816 
Unit 6, Inchbrook Trading Estate, Bath Road, Woodchester, Stroud GL5 5EY

Car Servicing Specialists

Churches Together 
in Nailsworth

MAIN SUNDAY SERVICES

	 9.30	am	 St	George,	Church	St

	 10.30	am	 Christ	Church,		
Newmarket	Road

	 10.30	am	 Quakers’	Meeting	House,	
Chestnut	Hill

	 11.00	am	 Priory	Church,	Inchbrook
Everyone welcome. 
Children’s activities 

included at all these services.

Ditch the workout! – Join the party! Get fit and have FUN!

Zumba fitness classes
Monday 6 - 7 pm Nailsworth Comrades Club, 

[Nailsworth Primary School from 11 April]

Wednesday 8 - 9 pm Tetbury Leisure Centre

Thursday 10.30 - 11.30 am Nailsworth Subscription Rooms

Thursday 6 - 7 pm Wotton-under-Edge Under the Edge Arts Centre

Friday 6 - 7pm Nailsworth Primary School starting 15 April

Saturday 10.00 - 11.00 am Tetbury Leisure Centre

£5 pay as you go, all fitness levels welcome.
Coming soon: ZUMBA GOLD, perfect for the active older adult or 

those who are new or returning to exercise after a break.  
For this class we use the same music and the same basic dance 

moves but using slower tracks. 
It’s still a party, it’s still a workout, just at a slower pace!  

This class is designed to be low impact. 

For more information call Ruth King 07734 886275

WILLIAM’S FISH MARKET, FOODHALL & OYSTER BAR 
It’s all Asparagus, Melted Butter and Hollandaise sauce!  

Crabs, Lobsters and our Mayonnaise!!  
A very exciting time of year for fresh top quality produce.  

As well as lots of local goodies we have two deliveries each week from Rungis,  
the fabulous wholesale market just outside Paris!! Log on to our  

website www.williamsfoodhall.co.uk for daily News Updates about the latest arrivals!! 
Don’t forget the Oyster Bar serving really good things from 7.30 am  

until 4.00 pm each day (3.00 pm Saturday). Tables outside in good weather.

WILLIAM’S FISH MARKET & FOODHALL 
3 FOUNTAIN STREET, NAILSWORTH, GL6 0BL 01453 83 22 40

‘Beemaster’ by Chris Denys at Christ Church
‘The	quiet	world	of	Brother	Barnabas	isn't	all	sweetness	and	light.	
His	altercations	with	his	bees	and	him up there	lead	to	some	hilarious	
situations	and	may	hold	some	clues	to	life.	It	is	said	that	if	every	bee	
in	the	world	were	to	be	wiped	out,	life	as	
we	know	it	would	screech	to	a	halt	in	6	
years...’

‘Beemaster’, which stars Chris 
Harris, will be on at Christ Church on Sat 
May 14th at 7.30 pm. Tickets are £10 or 
£7.50 (concessions), available from the 
Rev Sian Collins, telephone 832897. 

A picture without a frame
There is a picture in the porch of the presbytery that I ‘inherited’ when I came 

to the parish several years ago. Someone recently came to see me and, being 
an artist, noted that this was a nice painting. I had reservations until she added 
that it was the frame that was wrecking it! So we removed the frame and hey 
presto, out came the full beauty! 

I wonder whether there are other forms of frame that have the same effect on 
us as individuals. Are there ‘artefacts’ that somehow surround our personalities 
and detract from the person that we really are, so that our inner self is not given 
the chance to show its true face?

We are told that we are made in the image and likeness of God, and it is 
difficult to understand what that might mean. But there is, deep down, a kind of 
resonance that has not so much to do with outward appearance, but more with 
inner essence that yearns for the greater and more beautiful things that somehow 
elude us, and defines us as the person we really are. It is the Holy Spirit. Sadly, 
sometimes it is not just the frame that is hiding such beauty but the very ‘glass’ 
itself.

‘There lives,’ Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote, ‘the dearest freshness 
deep down things,’ and again he has: ‘This Jack, joke, poor potsherd, patch, 
matchwood, immortal diamond, IS immortal diamond.’

At Easter the beauty of God shone out, shines out, in the risen Lord Jesus, 
and in his people, too – you and I – Immortal Diamond! 

Father Bill
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Paul Carter - Conservative
Paul has lived in Nailsworth with his family since 
the early 1980s and has taken an active role in 
Nailsworth life over that time, including being a 
town councillor. 

He believes strongly that Councils should be 
responsible with their spending plans and should 
consider the effect on the Council tax payers, 
especially in these difficult times. He supports the 
search for efficiency savings within the district 
Council and the policy of freezing Council tax or keeping it below 
inflation.

He believes that energy reduction is vital to all of our futures and 
supports the environmental initiatives that SDC have taken and are 
planning, in particular in reducing energy consumption in relation to 
Council housing and Council buildings. 

Paul recognises the needs of many people for more affordable 
housing and will work to find ways and means of increasing the stock 
of this type of housing within the district.

Catherine Farrell - Green
Having previously managed a large financial 
business, I chose Nailsworth as a great place to bring 
up my son. I volunteered at the Town Information 
Centre and ran B&B accommodation. I then spent 
6 years with the County Council, developing 
economic, transport and energy strategies, running 
public consultations, fund raising, and establishing 
the excellent connections needed to ‘get things 
done’. 

I have been involved in working to save Nailsworth Library, 
Youth Club and Recreation Centre and represented the Green Party in 
the District Elections last year, coming a close second! I am now an 
entrepreneur, launching my own Nailsworth based business.

Our economic challenges need a fresh and professional approach. 
I will ensure that decisions are made openly and fairly, to conserve 
and develop our local services and vibrant community. With your vote, 
I believe my working experience and integrity will serve me well in 
representing your interests. 

Norman Kay - Green
I have lived in Nailsworth for thirty years and 
love this town. As a Town Councillor and as our 
previous mayor I sought to enhance and improve 
the quality of life for townspeople. Now it is even 
more important to speak out. Green councillors are 
at the forefront of the fight against unfair cuts, and 
Nailsworth has had an especially unfair level of 
cuts by the Conservatives – the youth club, library, 
recreation centre and other services have all been put at risk. We need 
Green councillors who will fight for Nailsworth, as Fi Macmillan did. 
We also need more affordable housing and homes for rent. Now the 
need is even greater. I have the experience – and the deep commitment 
to Nailsworth to fight for our town. We almost beat the Conservatives 
last year. We depend on your votes to win, so please support me. 
Thank you.

Louise Roden - Conservative
Having completed her undergraduate degree in 
Politics and History and Legal Studies at the 
College of Law, Louise has returned to work as a 
paralegal in Gloucestershire. Louise feels that in 
light of the economic pressures facing households 
and the public sector, the Council must focus on 
efficiency savings and sharing of services where 
possible, to ensure we can continue to freeze 
Council tax. She supports Stroud District Council’s 
renewable energy initiatives, especially in Council housing, as this is 
where the benefit of energy savings are felt most. Louise feels strongly 
about youth unemployment in the County, and wants to ensure that 
advice and opportunities are available so that we reduce the number of 
young people stuck in unemployment. The provision of youth projects is 
also key, as these projects provide additional skills, learning and social 
opportunities for young people outside of school.

Jackie Smith - Labour
Jackie is the Labour party candidate for Nailsworth. 
She is married with two daughters and moved 
to Nailsworth eight years ago, where she is 
continually delighted by the beauty of the area and 
by the vibrancy of this cultured little town.

As a teacher, Jackie is committed to building 
a community that supports young people, 
encouraging them to make their own valuable 
contributions to our town. She will work to 
promote apprenticeships and local job creation schemes. She is also 
keen to develop opportunities for social and community housing in the 
area and to try to provide affordable housing which would benefit all our 
communities in the retention of schools and services.

One disappointment since moving here has been the lack of 
improvement in recycling services, and Jackie will work to bring about 
a reorganisation in both the quality and extent of the service currently 
available.

Jo Smith - Labour and Cooperative
Jo has lived with her family in Pinfarthings for 
30 years, with Nailsworth their main centre. 
She has just retired from nursing. Jo has been a 
Nailsworth Town Councillor. She enjoys guiding at 
Dunkirk Mill with the Textile Trust; being part of 
the Fairtrade Town Group and the new Link with 
Vumilia village in Tanzania. She co-ordinates the 
monthly Nailsworth Alzheimer Café. She applauds 
local cooperative initiatives such as the Country and Farmer’s Markets; 
Horsley Community Shop and the Credit Union. 

Jo passionately opposes the cuts to the Youth, Library and Fire 
Services and the so- called ‘reforms’ to the NHS. She would hold the 
Tories at Ebley Mill to account, and fight for improvements to local 
services. She would like wardens to be re-instated in sheltered housing 
schemes.

Jo says, ‘Vote Labour to protest against cuts which are being unfairly 
born by those least able to afford them.’

www.first-photography.com
clare@first-photography.com
07834584633

Your personalised wedding 
package from £400

Studio Packages from £80

Spanish holiday house to rent
Costa Blanca - sleeps 4 - good rates

beautiful pool and gardens,  
6 mins to beaches and golf.

For more info
Tel 01453 835530 or email

catherineconstable@hotmail.co.uk

PIANO LESSONS
All ages, beginners, 

up to Grade 5 or just for pleasure.
Local, experienced, friendly teacher, 
CRB cleared. References available.

Contact: Isabel 01453 860477

Nailsworth	has	two	seats	up	for	election	to	Stroud	District	Council	in	the	forthcoming	local	elections	on	
5th	May	2011.	The	six	candidates	below	are	standing	for	election.	Please	USE	YOUR	VOTE,	or	if	you	
are	one	of	the	14%	of	the	local	electorate	who	has	elected	for	a	postal	vote,	make	sure	to	return	it!

Elections to Stroud District Council



Paul Carter
Paul has been on the town Council for nearly three 
years now and during this time he has always argued 
for freezing the precept. This year when it was 
necessary to increase the budget in order to retain 
youth services he advocated looking for savings 
elsewhere before increasing the precept. 

He has taken an active role in the future of the 
library, with others exploring the options available 
and a possible vision of the service for the future.

He has been involved in discussions over the future of youth 
services following the withdrawal of county Council funding. 

As chair of the planning committee for the last two years, he 
has participated in discussions over a possible development of more 
affordable housing within the town and developments in the town 
centre, in particular Old Market to make better use of the space 
available.

Ian Crawley
As a co-opted town councillor since May 2009, I 
have enjoyed being able to serve fellow residents by 
helping improve the town. 

I have been involved in business planning 
and raising funds to build the Arkell Community 
Centre; and keep the Recreation Centre going, after 
Stroud District Council withdrew management and 
funding.

To improve sports and leisure facilities in the 
town, I am working with town councillors, Nailsworth Primary School, 
Forest Green Rovers FC and the Nailsworth Community Partnership, to 
set up a Nailsworth Sports & Leisure Partnership. This could be valuable 
in improving the fitness and health of all ages.

As a Chartered Town Planner, with many years experience working 
for local authorities and with Central Government, I believe I have much 
to give to the Town Council. 

Please vote for me to become an elected town Councillor. 

Nicholas Dart - Independent
I have lived in Nailsworth since 1962. 

I run my own heavy plant and groundwork 
business, and work in and around the town. 

I enjoy equestrian sport and leisure, and keeping 
a smallholding.

I have not stood for any Council before, but I 
have always taken a keen interest in town affairs. 
That’s why I answered the Mayor’s call for more 
candidates, and threw my hat into the ring! 

Issues which concern me include availability of car parking spaces, 
anti-social parking, and planning of the built environment. 

As someone who runs a business myself, I recognise the benefits 
small businesses bring to the town and want to see them prosper.

I am an independent candidate, standing for what’s best for 
Nailsworth.

Anne Elliott
I’ve lived in Nailsworth since the early 1970s and 
both my sons grew up and went to school here. I’ve 
worked full time in Customer Service as a manager 
and am currently responsible for several Enquiry 
Centres across the South West area. Having been 
in this role I am very aware of the need to listen to 
others’ viewpoints and understand their priorities 
before making decisions. I am retiring from work 
in the summer and am looking forward to having 
the time to resume training with St John’s Ambulance and take a more 
active interest in local issues as an Independant candidate. Having 
seen how Nailsworth has grown and developed over the years, I am 
particularly interested in ‘green’ issues and would seek to improve, 
maintain and protect our local environment for the future.

Norman Kay - Green
It is nice to report to you on so many achievements 
during my time on Council. I started the Nailsworth 
Games (and will do so again in Olympic year if 
re-elected); organised a reception for our Olympic 
champions; promoted the town’s Youth Council; 
organised the Nailsworth fountain’s move back 
to Fountain Street; had a lead role in rescuing the 
town’s Recreation Centre; supported the Community 
Centre, soon to open; kept the town’s Council tax 
frozen for two years; took a lead role with Bill Affleck in promoting 
the Nailsworth Community Partnership and the Nailsworth Health 
Partnership; and actively worked with others to save the youth club 
and library. I am a member of the Youth Club Committee and I am the 
town’s British Legion Poppy Appeal Organiser. If re-elected I hope to 
work with others on Council to improve our services even more. Please 
vote for me.

Michael Kelly
My wife, Wendy, and I moved to Nailsworth in 2008 
- and love it. 

I’d like to help ensure that Nailsworth continues 
to be a great place to live and work in. I realise that 
because this is my first time standing in the local 
election, I will have a lot to learn. In my opinion, 
introducing some fresh blood into the Council can 
only be a positive thing. I served as a Magistrate for 
a number of years, and I’m confident that the skills I 
needed then would be a great help in Town Council work. Also I worked 
in the Property Department in the County Council for 10 years, before 
joining the Civil Service in 1995.

My interests include meeting people, and walking around 
Nailsworth with my Guide Dog, Jay. I’ve also been active in a local 
Guide Dog branch for twenty years, helping to fund raise. 

Village Garden Services
for a friendly,  

local and reliable 
gardener, 
£10 per hour,

call Andy on 07968 209906

Nailsworth	has	eleven	seats	up	for	election	to	its	Town	Council	in	the	forthcoming	local	elections	on	5th	May	
2011.	The	candidates	below	and	on	page	13	are	standing	for	election.	Please	USE	YOUR	VOTE,	or	if	you	are	
one	of	the	14%	of	the	local	electorate	who	has	applied	for	a	postal	vote,	make	sure	to	return	it!

Elections to Nailsworth Town Council - page 1

12



13

Mohib Rahman
I and my family have been living in Nailsworth 
for the past 26 years. As you may probably know, 
I am Managing Director of Passage To India 
restaurant. We have been pleased to support 
the community in different ways: for example, 
fundraising for charities. In recent years, we have 
introduced the ‘Passage To India Award’, through 
which many local voluntary organisations have 
financially benefited. I have the commitment and time to serve the 
community further by standing in the Town Council election, and 
welcome the opportunity to do so. My hope is that my experience 
of running a business in Nailsworth and serving in many voluntary 
organisations, would be of use to the Town Council. I believe the 
activities of Town Councillor are such that mutual interest in working 
together for the benefit of the town overrides politics – this is why I am 
standing as an independent candidate.

Susan Reed - Independent
I have lived in Nailsworth for 28 years and our 
family have always appreciated the friendliness 
of this dynamic town, having gained a real sense 
of belonging. I have been involved with the 
festival, parish Council, many community groups 
and organisations over this time. I am standing 
as an independent councillor, and if elected very 
much look forward to working with Nailsworth 
community. 

Steve Robinson
I was born in Nailsworth and I have been married 
to Liz for 41 years, and have 3 daughters and 2 
grandchildren.

I am a qualified Youth Worker having studied 
at Liverpool University and I have been working 
with young people in full-time and part-time 
capacities for 43 years. My interest in young 
people goes beyond Nailsworth as I am a trustee 
for the Gloucestershire Council for Voluntary Youth Service and was 
also a trustee for the Royal Jubilee Trust.

I am currently employed part-time at the family butchery business 
in Minchinhampton. My hobbies include gardening and playing bowls 
at Nailsworth Mills Bowling Club where I was Secretary for 18 years.

I enjoy my Town Council work, currently serving as Chairman/
Mayor, and this last year has been particularly challenging. I like to 
attend all Committee Meetings so I can ‘keep my finger on the pulse’, 
and I hold a ‘surgery’ at the monthly Farmer’s Market. 

Robert Windsor - Independent
I was born in Stroud and spent much of my 
childhood in Leonard Stanley. Educated at 
Marling School and the University of Plymouth, 
I have lived in Nailsworth for just over two 
years. I am married to Katy and we share our 
house with our two cats. We have settled in to 
Nailsworth life and look forward to many happy 
years here. 

Immediately after University I worked in a 
number of roles, including as a Countryside Management Consultant, 
before finding my career-feet working for a company that organises 
airshows! 

I enjoy the occasional round of golf, if time and weather permit, 
and have just rediscovered the joys of cycling so look out for me 
pootling about.

Of particular interest to me within Nailsworth is the built and 
natural environment as well as ensuring that opportunities exist for 
younger people in terms of education, employment and housing.

Holiday Cottage, Watchet, Somerset

Adjoining the sea. Sleeps 5/6.
Ideal for walking on the Quantocks and Exmoor. 

Marina, Pubs and Shops close by.
http://seaspraycottage.com/ Tel 01453 861103

Elections to Nailsworth Town Council - page 2
NB	you	only	need	to	vote	for	candidates	you	want,	not	necessarily	for	all	eleven	vacancies	to	be	filled

Myles Robinson - Liberal 
Democrats
Myles is seeking re-election. First elected to 
Nailsworth Town Council in 2010, he is currently 
chairman of the Council’s Property Management 
Committee and is on the Planning Committee. 
As a surveyor, he has been able to give valuable 
advice on the Arkell Community Centre scheme 
being built in Forest Green.

Myles and his wife Angela have lived in Nailsworth since 1993, 
and until recently ran a Bed & Breakfast from their home in Spring 
Hill.

For eight years, Myles was a County Councillor, initially for the 
Bisley ward, and then four representing Nailsworth. ‘I believe my 
experience gained at Shire Hall, Gloucester can be of benefit to our 
Town Council.’

‘I hope I can count on the support of your readers. I can be 
contacted on 836828.’

NAIL ANGEL
Mobile Nail Technician offering the following services in the 

comfort of your own home at a time convenient to you:
 Gel Nails Pamper Parties
 Acrylic Nails Children’s Parties
 Manicures Weddings
 Pedicures Spray Tanning

Contact Hayley for appointments & prices on
H. 01453 825970 M. 07962 342565

Sally Thorpe
I have had great pleasure in being part of the Town 
Council since 2007, especially as Deputy Mayor 
over the last year.

I am chair of the committee organising the 
build of our new Arkell Community Centre at 
Forest Green, which is a longstanding project 
of the Council in partnership with the Forest 
Green Residents’ Association. I am keen to help 
coordinate the completion of our Centre by the end 
of May and help bring in new services, opportunities and activities. 
I hope that for many years it will be a great place for people to get 
together and enjoy this fantastic facility.

I have also contributed to most of the Council’s other projects 
and committees. We know that the Town Council is being asked to do 
more as bigger Councils pull out of services. I believe that with my 
experience I can help meet this challenge. 



Minding our own business
Bill Affleck’s roundup of business news

Miles Ward and Associates Ltd 
Chartered Building Surveyors

Specialising in Listed, Historic and Traditional Buildings
Building Surveys and Appraisals, Defect Diagnosis,

Listed Building, Planning and Building Regulation Applications,
Project Management, Conservation Advice, Energy Conservation Advice

Rodborough Cottage, Oakridge Lynch, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 7NR

website: www.mileswardandassociates.co.uk 
email:enquiries@mileswardandassociates.co.uk 

telephone: 01285 760123 or mobile: Nick Miles 07976 383969

Festival of books
You have to love the Yellow-Lighted Bookshop. Their (very attractive) 
website contains the following message: ‘This is a temporary website, 
following the total loss of the previous one due to a deadly combination of 
computer failure and bookseller technical ignorance. We’ll sort it properly 
when we get a chance.’ 

Anyway, they have their Yellow-Lighted Book Festival coming up in early 
June and booking is now open. An impressive programme spans butterflies, 
gardening in mad places, Scandinavian cooking and book binding. It looks like 
having a bit of an historical theme this year as well, with 
Amanda Foreman, Stella Tillyard and Allan Mallinson 
all confirmed. For children there will be workshops and 
readings, and there will be school events throughout the 
week. 

Visit www.yellow-lightedbookfestival.co.uk for 
details and booking instructions.

New holistic 
reflexologist
There is a new practitioner 
in Nailsworth Natural 
Health Centre. She is Alena 
Standova who practices 
holistic reflexology, a very 
gentle form of a therapy 
based on the premise that the entire body, mental 
and emotional state are mirrored within the feet. 

Alena uses gentle pressure techniques as well 
as relaxing techniques applied on the feet to 
detect any imbalances and to bring healing. As a 
holistic therapist, she works with all the aspects 
of the person and never treats just individual 
symptoms. Her reflexology is described as 
deeply relaxing, calming and nourishing, giving 
a deeper awareness of the body, emotions and 
mind which is a very important part of their 
healing path. 

Alena can be found on Thursday afternoons 
and evenings in Nailsworth Natural Health 
Centre; call the Centre on 836066 or for more 
information contact her on 07896 361766.

Something for everyone at Clobber
It doesn’t seem five minutes since Anna Read opened Clobber 
in The Old George at the centre of town but in fact it was ten 
years ago! Anna has just celebrated the 10th anniversary by 
expanding and moving into what was Essence of Design. The 
larger premises is superb - light and airy, with plenty of space to 
mooch about and select wonderful clothing for both women and 
men, of any age.

Anna (pictured below right) describes her wares as ‘clothes 
you’ll want to live in’, and the rails certainly show off wonderful 
fabrics, colours and styles. The extra space has let her increase 
her stock and create more ranges, though the ever popular 
‘Whitestuff’ is still very evident. Also 
newly available is a range of more formal 
wear - whether it be an outfit for a wedding 
or something a bit smarter for that special 
occasion. There is also a useful selection of 
accessories, and 
sunglasses and 
jewellery in stock. 

Clobber is open 
Monday-Saturday 9.30 
am - 5.30 pm, phone 
832999. So why not 
pop in and get sorted 
for the summer? Good 
luck Anna, and here’s 
to the next ten years!GOLDEN STONES

ARDENING

Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping

Trees, Hedges, Patios, Paving,  
Decking, Turfing & Fencing

For a free estimate contact  
Chris Blackwell

on 07939 101520 or 01453 835032

www.goldenstonesgardening.co.uk
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HORSFALL HOUSE
Windmill Road, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Glos GL6 9EY Registered Charity No:  287479

A Purpose-built Nursing Home, 
Day Resource Centre and Home Care Provider

The Local Care Home for Local Older People
Home Care Services

 � Professional Help with Personal Care
 � Domestic Tasks 
 � Meals on Wheels

Day Centre Including Optional Transport
 � Home cooked lunch plus teas/coffees
 � Entertainment, Activities and Day Trips
 � Chiropody & Hairdressing, Assisted Bathing

Care Home providing General & Dementia Nursing Care
 � Registered Nurses on duty 24 hours a day
 � Care Assistants trained to NVQ levels 2 & 3 in Care
 � Respite support occasionally available

Informal visits welcome. If you require further information, please telephone us on: 01453 731227
Patron: HRH The Princess Royal
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Golden Stones Gardening gets 
Trading Standards approval
Golden Stones Gardening has gained the Trading 
Standards ‘Buy with Confidence’ approval rating. If 
you go to the Trading Standards Approved Traders 
website, www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk, you’ll 
find they are the only local company so qualified. 
Chris Blackwell (whose ‘day job’ is a Police Dog 
Handler) tells us that the inspection which yielded 
this approval was exhaustive (and exhausting) and 

he’s justifiably proud 
of this achievement. 
Visit their website www.
goldenstonesgardening.
co.uk for background - 
and, en passant, note that 
the site was developed 
by Nailsworth’s own 
Business Acceleration 
Ltd. 

Green business
David Free’s Sage Cottage Perennials, now in its second 
year, takes ‘going green’ very seriously. Pots are made from 
the waste products of annual crops such as cereals and coconut 
husks, and are 100% biodegradable; plants are grown from 
seed in Yorkshire (no air-miles); compost is peat free; and the 
plant labels are biodegradable rather than plastic. See David 
at the Nailsworth Farmers’ Market or visit www.scperennials.
co.uk/.

Speaking of green, we liked this one: ‘In the line at the shop, 
the cashier told the older woman that plastic bags weren’t 
good for the environment. The woman apologised to her and 
explained, ‘We didn’t have that green thing back in my day.’

That’s right; they didn’t have the green thing in her day. 
Back then, they returned their milk bottles and beer bottles to 
the shop. The shop sent them back to the plant to be washed 
and sterilised and refilled, using the same bottles over and over. 
So they really were recycled. ‘But they didn’t have that green 
thing back in her day.’ There’s more where this came from!

Let Louise help you look 
good!
Did you know 
that Louise 
Taylor Bowen 
(shown right)
is still running a 
very successful 
independent 
image stylist 
business? Louise 
offers invaluable 
advice on image styling, hair and 
make-up, or she can take you on 
personal shopping trips to give you 
confidence in shopping for your style. 
She will tailor-make any package 
to suit your needs, whether it is a 
two hour one-to-one appointment at 
home sorting through your wardrobe 
and followed by a shopping trip, 
or a style Clobber clinic in a larger 
group, held in the shop on weekday 
evenings. Call her on 834255 or 
07791 647572 for more details. 

Chris	Blackwell	&	Perry	
Douglas	from	Golden	Stones

Thinking ahead to Christkindl
The Nailsworth Chamber of Trade, meeting on April 13th resolved to offer 
again financial support for Christkindl. The organisers are always faced with 
choosing between things - notably the big funfare items - which make noise and 
money, and quieter but less profitable activities, so the Chamber’s support is very 
welcome. They also considered the question of the renewal of the Christmas 
lights which are put up in the town centre. There is pressure to replace the present 
incandescent lamps with low energy LED bulbs but it’s quite a costly operation. 
It may seem a long time to Christmas but these things do need setting up.
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Local portrait artist
Katherine Bryan-Merrett (pictured below) 
was recently spotted in the Mortimer Gardens 
showing off her wonderful pastel portrait 
skills. We decided to visit her studio and see 
what she has to offer. 

Educated locally and with a strong art 
background, Katherine made a name for 
herself setting up and exhibiting in local 
venues and promoting local artists, before 

moving 
to set up 
an art 
Centre in 
Dorset. She 
has now 
returned, is 
taking part 
in ‘Open 
Studios’ in 
the Stroud 
Valleys, 
and works 

in The Warehouse Studio (behind the Mortimer 
Gardens). At present, Katherine is busy with 
portraiture in pastels or oils. She can work from 
a photograph but ideally likes a short initial 
sitting so that she can get the character of the 
person. Find her at the monthly Farmers’ Market 
in Nailsworth, or call her on 07518 346310. To 
see some of her work, visit www.katherinebryan-
merrett.com.

CARPENTER AND JOINER

NO JOB TOO SMALL

THE OLD COACH HOUSE, COW LANE, 
INCHBROOK, NAILSWORTH GL5 5HN 

01453 836818

CLIVE SYMCOX

NAILSWORTH AERIAL SERVICES
(TIME SERVED ENGINEER WITH 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE)

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT SERVICE

Digital Freeview BBC Freesat 

Telephone Extensions Extra TV Points Fitted

Storm Damage 7 Day Service

Sky Faults OAP Discount

CONTACT: 

01453 833293 or 07854 516212
Free Estimates

Paul Featonby
Pest Controller

Services include:

Rats & Mice               Pigeons
Wasps Moles

Squirrels Insects

Telephone: 07863 134285
Email: p.featonby@googlemail.com

Free legal surgeries on offer
Winterbotham Smith Penley LLP (WSP Solicitors), Nailsworth 
Solicitors, are planning to run trial evening surgeries from May 
12th to see if the demand is there. Quite a few people have asked 
for late meetings recently, perhaps because of the recession 
and perhaps as the Citizens Advice Bureau comes under more 
pressure. Call 835441 for details (this is not, at the time of 
writing, posted on the WSP website.)
	(The	photo	above	shows	L	to	R:	Samantha	Artaius,	solicitor,	Tim	
Adkin,	solicitor,	Anne	Solomon,	Legal	Executive,	Leah	Lewis,	Legal	
Executive,	Chris	Macer,	Solicitor).

COTSWOLD GLOUCESTER 
Cole Avenue, Gloucester GL2 5ER  
01452 872626   

www.cotswoldgroup.com
*Dealer contribution is available on new MINI models listed above from Cotswold Motor Group, ordered by 
retail customers between 1 April and 30 June 2011 and registered before 30 June 2011 subject to availability.
**Offer applies to new MINI (except MINI First, MINI One, MINI One D and MINI Countryman) on orders taken
from 1 April to 30 June and registered by 30 June 2011, retail customers, full terms and conditions apply.

IF YOU PURCHASE THE FOLLOWING NEW
MINIS AND TAKE DELIVERY BEFORE 30 JUNE
2011,WE’LL CONTRIBUTE THE SUM LISTED
BELOW TOWARDS YOUR PURCHASE*.

Choose from:
MINI One D Hatch/Clubman (£400 saving)
MINI Cooper Hatch/Clubman/Conv(£500 saving)
MINI Cooper D Hatch/Clubman/Conv(£500 saving)
MINI Cooper S Hatch/Clubman/Conv(£600 saving)
MINI Cooper S JCW Hatch/Clubman/Conv(£600 saving)

If you already have a MINI and purchase your new MINI with 
a MINI Select finance agreement, we can give £500 towards
your deposit on top of offers listed above, (excl MINI One D); 
which means you could save up to £1,100 on a new MINI**.

Rock and Roll evening
NYCE, who manage The Subscription Rooms, are pressing 
ahead with their programme of upgrading the building and its 
facilities. All this costs money and their latest fund raising venture 
is a Rock and Roll evening of music and dance with the Boogie 
Bop Boys. May 14th; 8 till late and a licensed bar. Tickets from 
Shiny Goodness (£6) or at the door (£7.50). They want ‘to repair 
all the building’s windows and thereby improve the heating and 
sound proofing. Something that will benefit all users of the hall 
and local residents’. (This is a quote, not a comment!)

16

Beginners to
intermediate personal

computing tuition
Qualified teacher offers  
individual courses to help you 
develop your abilities to use 
computer programmes such 
as word processors, email, 
photo editors, internet, web 
design, spreadsheets etc,.

£20 p/h x 5 hr programmes.
Call Trevor on 01453 861025



ORIGINAL BOOTCAMP
brought to you by 

BACK TO LIFE FITNESS
Monday Evening June 6th  6.30 - 7.30 pm 

Avening Recreation Ground
Saturday Morning June 4th 10.00 - 11.00 am 

Nailsworth Recreation Ground
Also - Kickboxing Class 

Tuesday Evening 6.30 - 7.30 pm
Kieser Studio, Tetbury

You’ve seen the rest, now train with the best!
To book your place on the camp or for more information:

sales@backtolifefitness.co.uk  
www.backtolifefitness.co.uk

Or call Liam Chambers on 07500687027

Pictures, restoration and 
oriential designs
For the last 5 years, Mark Lowe 
(pictured right) has been looking to 
open his business in town. With 20 
years experience in picture framing and 
restoration, he now has his ideal shop 
Lowe’s in Bridge Street (where the Little 
People company once was). Having 
learnt his trade in a London gallery many 
years ago, he now specialises in framing 
and restoration and has a great business 
and large client base. 

Mark has a wonderful collection of 
Oriental Artefacts, and 18th century 
doors and window frames turned into 
beautiful tables and stunning mirrors. 
He will also make one off items to suit 
your style or design. There is something 
for everyone, it is a real Aladdin’s Cave. 
Mark also has a great eye for interior 
design, which is apparent once you enter 
the shop.

For more information, pop into 
Lowe’s and see for yourself. Opening 
hours are Monday-Saturday, 9.30-5.30 
pm. Telephone is 835247, and email 

www.marklowe.biz.

Bill Affleck’s roundup of business news
Making your mouth water
Scrumptious is the new name of the old Fields Cafe by The Cross in town, 
and the food and fayre live up to the title! Now under the care of Nigel 
Foster (pictured right), the menu has increased and is as tasty as ever.

Nigel is opening the venue on Fridays and Saturdays for Bistro evening 
food (7 – 9 pm for orders) from the first week in May. They are fully 
licensed. 

‘Traditional home-made food is what we offer, and the public seem 
to love it,’ Nigel told us, and while our reporter was visiting, there was 
certainly a constant stream of new arrivals. The menu includes full 

English breakfasts, scrambled eggs with salmon, 
soups, salads, jacket potatoes with various fillings, 
toasties, sandwiches and the ever changing and popular 
‘specials’. Tea and coffee are always available with 
cakes etc, so call in if you want to relax and chat with 
friends. 

The lower floor is also a great place to dine. Seating 
is available for up to 50 people, and you can book a 

private evening party. 
Call Nigel on 839191 for 
more details or bookings. 
Opening times are Monday 
to Saturday 9–5 pm, 
Tuesdays and Sundays 10-
3pm. You will always find 
a welcoming smile.

Free counselling, anyone? 
Would you benefit from counselling on issues of vocation, relationship, 
parenting or spiritual development effectively tackled through imagining and 
gesturing the dramatic scenario of internal characters? If so, please contact 
Christoph Rubach on 832973 or 
email christophrubach@gmail.
com. He is a 3rd year student of 
psychophonetics looking for a client 
for four 90 minute sessions.
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The Steppes 
Residential 
Care Home  

 
Est 1981 

 
A small, warm and friendly care home for 

the elderly, in a peaceful corner of Cossack 
Square. With trained care staff giving 

around the clock personal care, we 
endeavour to meet our residents’ needs 

and ensure their happiness. 
 

For a brochure or to arrange a visit, please 
telephone Mrs Jo Smith 01453 832406  

On	the	left,	
an	example	of	
advertising	in	
Nailsworth	c.	

1900.
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A Hearing Aid Service 
at 

Baileys Opticians
A name you can trust.

Free hearing tests. 

Repairs to all makes.

Advice on the latest digital 

aids and free 30 day trials.

7 Old Market, Nailsworth 
01453 834339

17 High Street, Stonehouse 
01453 823399

K7348

Call us on: 01453 836186 
Visit us at: The Old Stamp Office, George Street, Nailsworth
Email us at: nailsworth@milesmorgantravel.co.uk

CRUISE FROM 
NAILSWORTH

*Terms & Conditions apply please refer to preview 2012 brochure. 
All cabins are subject to availability. Minimum numbers apply. 
+Overnight stay.

New

Due to popular demand and the huge success of our 2011
escorted cruises, we are delighted to launch our NEW 
2012 departure picking up from Nailsworth.We strongly 
recommend that you book early to reserve your place to join 
Simon for 13 nights on board the Black Watch to set sail 
on your journey to visit the fascinating Baltic Cities.

20th August 2012 
13 nights 

from
Nailsworth

	FREE coach from Nailsworth
	Fully escorted by Simon
	Captains welcome party
	Visit Warnemunde, Germany - Tallinn, Estonia - 
 St Petersburg, Russia+ - Helsinki, Finland - Turku, 
 Finland - Copenhagen, Denmark - Alborg, Denmark.
	Private welcome party

Includes...
Independent Estate Agents 

Residential Sales and Lettings 
14 Fountain Street, 

Nailsworth 
3 London Road, 

Stroud 

Sales: 01453 833747 
Lettings: 01453 833847 

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk 

Sales: 01453 766333 
 

stroud@peterjoy.co.uk 

No new pub after all
Sorry	folks,	it	seems	that	we	were	mistaken	in	our	
report	last	month	on	the	French	entrepreneur	who	
supposedly	wants	to	turn	our	Police	Station	into	a	
pub.	It	must	be	something	
to	do	with	the	date	that	
the	last	Nailsworth	News	
came	out	-	the	first	of	
April!	Poisson D’Avril	is	
the	french	term	for	April	
Fool	-	literally,	April	Fish.	

Food and drink 
We've had our attention drawn to 
food hygiene ratings published 
by the Foods Standards Agency. 
Many of our pubs and restaurants 
have been given high marks and 
this is a matter of congratulation. 
For example, it's a few years since 
we told you that The Weighbridge 
had become the first local to attract 
a 5 rating - and they've still got 
it. For a full listing go to http://
ratings.food.gov.uk/QuickSearch.
aspx?q=Nailsworth. 

Blue Door Gallery
Coming to the Blue 
Door Gallery in May are 
Catherine Hodsman 
(Nature Pictures) and 
from the middle of the 

month, mother and daughter team Mary and 
Grace Grundy (the picture on the right shows a 
work by Mary). If you are in George Street and 
have time to spare, it is always worth dropping in 
for a look.

Affordable

Counselling
in Nailsworth

Call Richard Atkinson 
07828 578416 

First appointment free

MAN - business changes
The big MAN trucks with refuelling kit on the back have 
disappeared from Nailsworth roads. That's because Fluid 
Transfer International have completed their contract work for 
the MOD. They acted as subcontractor to MAN who supplied 
the chassis and ultimately delivered the finished articles to the 
MOD. The trucks are now seeing active service in Afghanistan 
and exciting some considerable interest. John Little, FTI’s 
Managing Director, tells us that Fluid Transfer delivered their 
part of the contract on time and on budget and it certainly 
hasn't harmed their already high reputation. The contract was a 
big one and they took additional premises in Nailsworth Mills 
Estate for the duration of the contract. In November they had a 
redundancy programme as a result of a downturn in the global 
aviation market coupled with the severe defence budget cuts 
resulting from the Strategic Defence & Security Review; Tornado 
squadrons were disbanded and the Harrier taken out of service. 
All of these result in less demand for refuelling equipment.



Sport
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The art and science of pure flower and plant essences

Receive 10% off all Aveda hair treatments 

with the presentation of this voucher 
Only one per client

You can also enjoy a complimentary hand 

and head massage to relax you further

Claire Frances Hair Design

Cossack Square, Nailsworth

To book your appointment call 833283

www.clairefranceshairdesign.co.uk 

Nailsworth Tennis Club Open Afternoon
Nailsworth Tennis Club is a great local success story – a small 
friendly club that has achieved very impressive results in the County 
League and has just signed a new 21 year lease on its present 
premises. There are two courts recently resurfaced to a very high 
standard, and plans to develop the area next to them for youth tennis 
facilities. The flood lights have also recently been upgraded. 

Social activities range from club tournaments to evening 
functions such as Race Night and dinners or theatre trips.

The club is always on the look-out for new members and is 
planning an Open Afternoon on Sunday 22nd May from 2 – 5 pm. 
This will be for adults only on this occasion (anyone from 16 years 
and above) and will be a chance to try out your game on the club’s 
excellent courts and meet some of its members. If you are interested 
in joining, you may be surprised at how reasonable the rates are and 
the great value for money they offer.

Please wear trainers and bring a racquet if you have one. Any 
level of experience or expertise is welcome. The club is located 
behind the old Boys’ Club (Nailsworth Subscription Rooms) next 
to The Village Inn. For further information, contact Phil Sims on 
834903 or sims123@btopenworld.com. (Below	is	a	group	photo	
taken	in	2009	at	the	club).

Phoenix see success at both 
senior and junior levels
At the end of 
a very good 
season for 
Nailsworth 
Phoenix table 
tennis club, 
it was a busy 
night at the 
finals. First the 
juniors picked 
up the trophy 
for winning 
division two 
of the youth league at first attempt. Hopefully, 
next season we can add to the ranks and have even 
more success at the junior level. Judging by the 
lads’ appetite (costing us a fortune in biscuits) and 
eagerness to learn new skills, we are definitely 
moving in the right direction.

It was then the turn of the ‘B’ team to pick up 
the trophy for division four. The experience of 
Andy Stratford, Rich Cole and Greg Day was too 
much for their opponents, Andy also picked up 
a trophy for going through the season unbeaten. 
They were pushed all the way to the line by the ‘A’ 
team of Mike Davis, Kevin Pride, Matt Anderson 
and Pete Stuart. 

The ‘A’ team also just lost out in a closely 
fought final of the ‘Albert Mann’ trophy played at 
Nailsworth youth club against Frampton ‘A’ from 

division one. The picture shows the 
lads putting on a brave face after the 
final. 

Nailsworth Phoenix play at the 
Nailsworth Subscription rooms 
(formerly the Boys Club), and 
meet every Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings and Saturday morning. If 
you are interested in playing table 
tennis, at any age, please contact 
me on on 885393 or visit www.
nailsworthphoenix.co.uk for more 
details.      
   Andy Hammond

Kevin	Pride,	Mike	Davis	&	Matt	
Anderson	from	the	‘A’	team.

Stroud and Gloucester Crossroads
We are one of Gloucestershire’s leading providers of 
support for carers with nearly 30 years’ experience. 

We offer a quality service and have a  
‘3 Star – Excellent’ rating from the Care Quality Commission. 

Services include:
respite, personal and palliative care, shopping service, waking night service,  

managing finances and support to maintain independence.
Some services are offered free of charge and we also welcome anyone who is in receipt of direct payments,  

individual budgets or who wishes to pay privately. 

As a national association of local charities, Crossroads care for people not profit.  
For further information about our services please contact us.

Stroud and Gloucester Crossroads, The Hill, Merrywalks, Stroud GL5 4ER
 Tel: 01453 755999  E-mail: admin@sgxroads.co.uk  www.crossroads.org.uk



Sport

2   GREAT   TRIBUTE   ACTS 
appearing at Forest Green Rovers FC 

THIS JUNE!

MICHAEL JACKSON
Friday 24th June • 7pm to 1am

Tickets for each event £20
to include Hot Food Buffet, Tribute Act and Disco

For more information and to book tickets please call 
01453 837431, visit www.forestgreenroversfc.com 
or email marketing@forestgreenroversfc.com

TAKE THAT
 Friday 3rd June • 7pm to 1am

Nailsworth

Health Centre
Holistic Reflexology and No Hands Massage  
Introductory Offer throughout May: Just £20!

Acupuncture • Alexander Technique  
Allergy Testing & Nutrition • Bowen Therapy  

Buqi Healing & Plant Spirit Medicine  
Craniosacral Therapy • Cranial Osteopathy  
Chiropody • Counselling & Psychotherapy  

Emotional Freedom Technique • Homoeopathy  
Hypnotherapy • Massage (various)  

McTimoney Chiropractic  
Medical Herbalism • Shiatsu • Spiritual Healing

Tel: 01453 836066
Smith House, George Street, 

Nailsworth, GL6 0AG
www.nailsworthnaturalhealth.co.uk
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Football – end of season thoughts
By the time you are reading this, the Royal Wedding will have taken place and the 

football season will be over for another year. There will still be plenty of sport 
around; we look forward to a long hot summer with cricket, tennis and all those other 
summer games that give such pleasure to both those who play and those who go to 
watch. But to sign off the footie season, our thoughts turn again to Forest Green 
Rovers FC.

As the Nailsworth News goes to press on Easter 
Weekend, there are just two games to go and still 
everything to play for. This makes it very hard 
to comment usefully about about this weekend's 
matches (FGR are pictured playing on the left, 
Shortwood Utd right). All I can really say is that 
next season, whatever league FGR are playing in 
there has to be a major rethink as to where the side 
really wants to go. The Chairman says that he is 
pushing for a league place; the manager says that 
the atmosphere in the dressing room is excellent and 
the skill level is there as well as great noise from the 
supporters (I am not sure who exactly is making this 
noise!) Without being harsh though, there may well 
be truth in what the manager is saying, but a good atmosphere in the changing room 
doesn't win matches and all the skills in the world can only help if they are apparent 
during those key 90 minutes on match day. 

The team certainly has not found itself in 'unfamiliar territory'. This is the 13th 
consecutive season in this league and all bar one have been fought fighting relegation. 
Is there anything to learn or will this continue to be the story for years to come? 

(By the way, Stranraer won today so my Easter is happier!)
------

Shortwood Utd, however, have finished on a high, and if it had not been for a 
mid-season loss of form and goals, the team could again have been closing in on 

the league title and promotion. The Reserve team has also had an excellent season and like their senior brothers has 
finished well, achieving 3rd position in their league. Next month, we will try and bring you news and a picture or two of 
Shortwood's GFA Final at Almondsbury.    Martin Stone

TOUCH TYPIST  
WITH INTERNET ACCESS  

SEEKS ASSIGNMENTS  
WORKING REMOTELY.

SHORTHAND/AUDIO/EMAIL EXPERIENCE 
WITH EXCELLENT COMMAND OF  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 
Contact Heather on 01453 833293
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Coming events

MUSIC Jonny Kearney & Lucy Farrell Friday 13 May 8pm £7 / £5 
  Andy Cutting Tues 24 May 7.30pm £12  
 

SUMMER STORYTELLING with Fiona Eadie meet at Washpool 5pm 
Sunday 15 May Children £3, adults £4, family ticket £10 
Storywalk Tales from the Track with Fiona Eadie Sun 22 May 2.30pm 
 

PUPPET THEATRE Oshima and the Big Sea Sat 14 May 3pm & 6pm  
£7 adults £5 children £20 family ticket at Horsley Village Hall 
EXHIBITIONS Margaret Docherty Wednesday 4 May—Thurs 19 May 
   Tim Parry-Williams Saturday 21 May — Sun 5 June 
WORKSHOPS Textiles with Margaret Docherty Sat 14 May, 21 May 
   Call 01453 833320 for booking & info  
 

Nailsworth Festival Craft workshops Sat 21/Sun 22 May 

 

RUSKIN MILL www.rmet.org.uk   
Old Bristol Road Nailsworth GL6 0LA   

information and booking 01453 837537  

Other
- Christian Aid Week 16-20 
May
There will be a Charity Shop for 
Christian Aid at Christ Church 
Hall, Newmarket Road, from 9 am 
to 4 pm Monday to Thursday, 9 am 
to 1 pm Friday. Donations accepted 
on Sunday afternoon (15 May) 2 
pm to 4 pm. Coffees, lunches and 
teas will be served, and bedding 
plants will be for sale.

- Scout Jumble Sale
Nailsworth Scout Group will be 
holding a Jumble Sale, with cake 
stall and refreshments, on Festival 
Saturday 21st May at the Scout 
Hut (behind Bailey’s News), 10 am 
until early afternoon.

Have a good night out 
with Nailsworth Dramatic 
Society
It is a busy season for 
Nailsworth Dramatic 
Society, who will shortly 
be presenting not one but 
two one act plays back 
to back. All who have 
previously attended this 
active local drama group will know the 
high quality of their productions; and if you 
have never been to a performance (maybe 
you are new to the town) what better time 
to make your first visit?

Two One Act Plays 
Fun and Games in Room 101 - a new play 
by local author Gill Anhoury
Long established residents Hugh and Eva 
invite their new friends, newcomers to the 
village Ian and Mary, for a drinks evening 
together with their old friends Frank and 
Martha. The evening starts off well, but 
when a game of Room 101 is proposed, Ian 
and Mary find that they don’t quite see eye-
to-eye with their hosts.
Bombshells - by Joanna Murray-Smith
A series of four monologues. Four women 
‘on the edge’ – all trying to lead multiple 
lives: child, mother, wife, lover, star - react 
in different ways to the pressures of their 
lives – some tragically, some hilariously.

Performances will be on the 12th, 13th 
and 14th May, in Nailsworth Town Hall 
at 7.30 pm. Tickets are available from 
Shiny Goodness and online at www.
nailsworthdramaticsociety.com. Book 
early to be sure of a seat. 

Traditional fete supports ‘Help for 
Heroes’ this year
Newmarket Fete will be 
running again this year, and 
is now firmly on the map as 
a great family day out and 
musical feast. The vibe is 
relaxed and the crowds turn 
out to support a glorious 
example of that fine old British 
tradition, the Village Fete. 

Newmarket is a special 
corner of Nailsworth, 
cultivating a strong community 
spirit. The fete is a celebration of that, and promises to be at least as 
good this year as previously. There will be cakes, crafts, market stalls, 
live music, theatre, books and bric-a-brac, along with a pig roast, 
cream teas, face painting and the like. Don’t miss the fancy dress 
parade - a local tradition - and you could even join in yourself on the 
theme of heroes (wartime, historic or superheroes!), since 'Help for 
Heroes' is the main 2011 charity.

It all takes place on Sunday 29th May from 2 pm - 5 pm, so 
please give your support. Parking is available along the road and at 
Cotswold Meringues. 

Road works in May
You may already know that important stabilisation work is due to 
start on the B4014 Nailsworth to Avening road in May 2011, so 
be prepared for delays – although, since traffic lights have been in 
place there for a long time, road users are already accustomed to 
waits. Another point to note, although not strictly Nailsworth, is that 
the canal bridge works in the middle of Stroud are not scheduled 
to finish until the 19th July, so there is plenty of time to continue to 
admire the giant crane that dominates the temporary roundabout area 
- particularly when traffic is moving at a snail’s pace in the rush hour!

Keep up to date yourself with news from the County road 
network by visiting the County Council’s website, http://www.
gloucestershire.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=15003.
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Here is a reminder of the main events during Festival 
week. Remember it kicks off on Festival Saturday with 
entertainment for all the family in Mortimer Gardens, 
together with market stalls, Nailsworth’s Fire engine and a 
range of activities across the town. 

Saturday 21st May
Hank Wangford and the Lost Cowboys 
Town Hall 8 pm, £12 bar
Hot country music, notable for its humour and cheerful 
irony, this concert promises to be a highlight of the Festival. 

Sunday 22nd May
The Faure Requiem 
Christ Church 6 pm, free
There will be a collection at the end of the concert
(please note that this replaces the time advertised in the 
leaflet and last month’s NN)

Monday 23rd May
(In association with the Nailsworth Society)
The Naked Gardeners 
Town Hall 7.30 pm, £6 bar
A talk by Barbara and Ian Pollard of Abbey House Gardens, 
Malmesbury

Tuesday 24th May 
Richard Valentine Memorial Folk Concert
Andy Cutting, BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards Musician of the 
Year 2011
Ruskin Mill 7.30 pm (doors 7 pm), £12. To book please 

contact Ruskin Mill 837537.

Wednesday 25th May
(Sponsored by Stag Developments)
Katona Twins 
Christ Church 7.30 pm, £12
‘The classical world’s best known guitar duo’ – Daily 
Telegraph

Thursday 26th May
Bristol Gasworks Singers 
St George’s Church 7.30 pm, £6 bar

Friday 27th May
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School proudly presents
‘Tom Jones’
Town Hall 7.30 pm, £10 bar

Saturday 28th May
Daylight Theatre presents
‘Treasure in the sand’
Sub Rooms (formerly Boys’ Club) 2.00 pm
£4 adult, £2 child, £10 family ticket
The play uses actors, puppets and audience participation and 
is mainly aimed at children aged 5 to 10. 
The 2nd Nailsworth Poetry Slam
Comrades Club 7.30 pm, £6 bar

--------
For most events tickets can be purchased from the 
Town Information Centre, the Festival website www.
nailsworthfestival.org.uk or by post (see brochure for 
details). For those running at Ruskin Mill, tickets are 
available direct from the Mill.

(Photos	below,	from	the	Festival	in	2010,	left	to	right	-	dancing	in	the	
street;	a	Strollers	performer;	the	Duck	Race	enjoyed!)

Nailsworth Festival 21st – 29th May 2011
www.nailsworthfestival.org.uk

It’s not too late to call in at the Town Information 
Centre, visit the website or (where appropriate) drop 

in to Ruskin Mill, and get your tickets for events at the 
wonderful Nailsworth Festival!

NAILSWORTH ACCOUNTANCY
Town Hall, Old Bristol Road, Nailsworth

01453 835050
Small Practice For Small Clients = Small Fees

 Annual Sales  Annual Fee From
 Up to £15,000 £190.00
 Up to £30,000 £250.00
 Up to £40,000 £280.00
 Over £40,000 By Agreement

Tax Return Completion From £100 -  
Free Initial Consultation

Michael Jefferies FMAAT ICPA & Emma Mills 

Sarah Purkis
Soft Furnishings  

& Interior Design
Curtains, Loose Covers, 

All types of Blinds, 
Light upholstery

Suppliers of Romo, Sanderson, 
Blendworth & Malabar fabrics
For a free quote, call Sarah on

Tel. 01453 836303 or 
Mobile 07721 536536

Any aspect
of  exterior work 
& garden design

Hard Landscaping Specialists
A trustworthy quality service

STEVEN BARKER
07890 266801 / 01453 833749
www.revolandscapes.co.uk
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Regular weekly events
May 2011

W
ed Love	Meditation, a guided opportunity to quieten the mind, 

venue tbc (depending on numbers) 7.30-9 pm. Info Maddie 
0845 539 9938

T
hu

Taiji	Wuxigong, Christ Church Hall, 9.30-11 am, donations 
only. Info Poh Eng 836425

Croc‘N’Roll	children’s	music	class (6 mths-4 yrs), FGR 
Football Club, 10.00 am. £3 per class. Info Stephanie 
Urquhart 07957 235413. Term time only

Baby	Group, Children’s Centre, Library, 10.30-11.30 am. 
Info Sarah Dean 755373

Forest	Green	Senior	Citizens’	Club, 2 pm, Craddock Court 
Hall, Forest Green. Info Dave Boulton 833411

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 5.45-7.15 pm and 7.30-9 pm. Info 
Sally Deacon 751937

Jazz,	Jive,	Swing	classes, Comrades Club, 7.15 pm 
Beginners, 8.15 pm Intermediate, 9.15 pm Advanced. £4. 
Info James 01452 770701

Pilates (experienced and beginners), Mortimer Room, 6.30 
and 8.00 pm. Info Bea 07717 472129

Fr
i

Country	Market, Mortimer Room, 8.45-11 am

Nailsworth	Community	Workshop	session for home educated 
children 7 yrs upwards. 9-11 am and 11.30 am-1.30 pm. £10 
per session. Info Pam Brown 07971 737626

Little	Angels, Singing and Music for Parents & Toddlers, 
St. Georges Church, 9.30-10 am

Singing	Sisters, songs from around the world for Mothers and 
children, 10-11.30 am. Info Bella 835923

Playcircle,	Christ Church Rooms, 10.30-11.30 am. Creative 
play session for parents and children under 2. Term time 
only. £3.50 per adult (taster free) inc. free tea and cake. Info 
07930 136075

Archive	Office open, Town Hall, 10 am-12 noon

Salsa	class for beginners & improvers. Single or with 
partner. Comrades Club, 4.45-6 pm, £5. Info 07774 707625

M
on

Yoga (gentle class), Christ Church Hall, 11.15 am-12.45. Info 
Sally Deacon 751937
Taiji	&	Qi	Gong	exercise	classes, Nailsworth Town Hall, 9.30 
am, 10.45 am, 12 noon. £6. Info Jeff Docherty 07970 303694
Archive	Office	open, Town Hall, 10 am-12 noon
Beginners	Calligraphy, Christ Church Hall, 2-4.30 pm. Info 
Pam Harmer 832725
Buddhist	Meditation, Friends Meeting House, 7.15 pm. 
Suggested donation £3. Info James 07867 767605

Fitness	Walk (approx 1 – 1½ hr) Meet Library 2 pm (2nd 
May) and 7 pm from 9th May onwards. Info Pam Browne 
832907. Pacerpoles provided. Charge £3
Aerobics	&	Body	Conditioning, Christ Church Hall, 9.30 am 
and 7.15 pm. Info Tina 753895

Tu
e

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 10-11.30 am. Info Sally 
Deacon 751937
Nailsworth	‘Lightwaves’	Shintaido,	Christ Church Hall, 1.30-
3.30pm. Info David & Nagako Cooper 750598. 1st ‘taster’ 
session free
Health	Walk	(30-60 mins). Start Nailsworth Library, 2.00 pm. 
Info 832907
Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 6.30 pm. Info Chris Hewett 834304

W
ed

Croc‘N’Roll	children’s	music	class	(6 mths-4 yrs), FGR 
Football Club, 10.00 am. £3 per class. Info Stephanie 
Urquhart 07957 235413. Term time only
Pilates	on	the	Ball, Christ Church Hall, 9.30 am. Info Tina 
753895
Stroud	Valleys	NCT	Bumps	and	Babies	Coffee	Morning, 
Tubby’s Café, Waterside, 10 am-12 noon. Info 08442 436286

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 7-8.30 pm. Info Sally Deacon 
751937
Modern	Line	Dancers beginners class (starts 6th April). 
Subscription Rooms, 11 am-12 noon, £3.50 per class. Info 
Julie 752480
Nailsworth	Community	Workshop	evening	class, Sub Rooms/
Old Boys’ Club 7.30-9 pm. £5 + cost of materials. Age 14 
upwards. Info Pam Brown 07971 737626

Iyengar	Yoga, Mortimer Rooms, 7.30 pm-9 pm. Info Alison 
Griffin 752249

Jazz,	Jive,	Swing.	Beginners, Comrades Club, 7.45 pm. £4. 
Info James 01452 770701

Sn
n

LEOPARDPRESS.com
 Formerly Hathaway Press & Vale Press

• Private & Trade Printers
    • litho & digital print 
        • graphic design
            • books & magazines
                • brochures
                    • 35 years experience 

Stroud 01453 832259
stroud@leopardpress.com
Old Market Place, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DU

HOMOEOPATHY
A safe, natural and  

gentle way of healing.
15 years’ experience

for information or an appointment, call 
Polly Howell RSHom 01453 834439

Living Landscapes
Spring & Summer Services

Garden maintenance & improvement,
Mowing & hedge cutting, Small tree pruning 

Dry stone walling, Border planting,
Vegetable growing & composting,
Small hard landscaping projects

Charles Grayson
 01453 752198 07812 187107

Polperro, Cornwall
Holiday Cottage to Rent

May and June 
£395 per week

For a brochure, telephone 01453 832491
www.Polhaven.co.uk

For Adults, Mothers, Babies & Children

CranioSacral Therapy
Non-manipulative, non-invasive treatment option for

Stress  Injuries  Anxiety  Trauma  Autism

Millie Wood Swanepoel RCST 
Information & Bookings: 07754 182082

m.wood.swanepoel@gmail.com
EMS, 2 Market Street, Nailsworth GL6 0BX

Could these 
be yours?
Found on the 
common - April 
10th - designer 
sunglasses. For 
details, phone 
07789 585253.



May
1 Sun NO Family Service, Nailsworth Primary School today 

due to Bank Holiday
FGR Supporters Club v Support Trust football match, 
1.30pm. End of Season Dinner & Awards Ceremony, 
5pm, FGR, Info 837431
Commoners Cricket Club v Avening & Cherrington, 
2.30pm

2 Mon Dunkirk Mill open, 2 – 4pm
3 Tue Shortwood Utd v Barnwood, 7.30pm
4 Wed Flower Club, Town Hall, 7.30pm
5 Thu Canasta, Hanover Gardens Community Room, 

7.15pm. All welcome. Info Jane Hobdell 835937
Shortwood Utd v Brockworth, 7.30pm

7 Sat Gigg Mill open, 10am – 12 noon
Nailsworth Health Partnership Valley Walk from Fire 
Station, 2.00pm, Info 834000/832907
Dunkirk Mill open 2 – 4pm 
Killer Pool, The Green Man, 7.30pm

8 Sun Nailsworth Health Partnership Nature Walk from Fire 
Station, 12 noon Info 834000
Norton Wood Orchard Project working party. Meet 
Jovial Foresters car park, 2pm. Info Marilyn Miles 
832974.
Dunkirk Mill open 2 – 4pm

9 Mon Senior Citizens Lunch, FGR, 12 – 4pm, Info 837431
W.I. meeting, Parish Rooms, 7.30pm, Info Rosemary 
Davis 833966
NSoc Local History Research Group, Mortimer Room, 
7.30pm, Dunkirk Mill – Architectural Development 
1796 - 1820

10 Tue Library Club for older people. Library, 11.15 – 12.30 
Info 832747. Transport can be provided
Nailsworth Health Partnership Health Walk from 
Library, 2.00pm, Info 832907
Nailstock Public Meeting, 7.30pm Nailsworth Social 
Club

11 Wed Nailsworth Valley Probus, Mortimer Room 10.00am, 
Roman Cotswolds
Nailsworth Health Partnership Town Walk from Fire 
Station, 7pm Info 834000

12 Thu Rotary Club Meeting, Away Day, Info 832878
Nailsworth Health Partnership Industry Walk from Fire 
Station, 7.00pm, Info 834000

12, 
13, 
14

Thu 
– 
Sat

Nailsworth Dramatic Society present 2 one act 
plays, Town Hall, 7.30pm Tickets from Shiny 
Goodness or www.nailsworthdramaticsociety.com

13 Fri Nailsworth Health Partnership Country Walk from 
Library, 2.00pm, Info 832993

14 Sat Nailsworth News Spring Clean, meet at Tesco 
Recycling area, 10am. Info Don Luke 832812
Nailsworth Health Partnership Story Walk from 
Horsley Mill, 10.00pm, Info 834774
Nailsworth Health Partnership Art Drawing Walk 
from Ruskin Mill, 2.00pm, Info 834774
Play ‘Beemaster’ Christ Church, 7.30pm, Tickets 
£10 (concessions £7.50) from Sian 832897 
Rock & Roll with The Boogie Bob Boys, Sub 
Rooms, 8.00pm. Tickets £6 in advance from 
Shiny Goodness or £7.50 on the door. Info 07971 
737626
Ray & Sian Vocal & Guitar Duo, The Green Man, 
9pm

15 Sun Christian Aid Week – start of events at Christ 
Church Hall – ends 20th May
Box Gardening Club Plant Sale
Nailsworth Health Partnership Parish Boundary 
Walk from Fire Station, 10.00pm, Info 
834000/832907
Commoners Cricket Club v Longney 2.30pm
Dunkirk Mill open, 2 – 4pm

16 Mon NSoc Gardening Group, Half day visit to Highnam 
Court. Info 834046

16-
20

Charity shop for Christian Aid Week, Christ Church 
Hall, 9am to 4pm Mon-Thurs, 9am to 1pm Frid.

17 Tue Trefoil Guild, Hanover Lounge, 7pm
Town Council meeting, Town Hall, 7pm

18 Wed Stroud & District Macular Society, Christ Church 
Hall, 10am – 12 noon
Commoners Cricket Club v 41 Club, 6.15pm

19 Thu Royal British Legion meeting
21 Sat Nailsworth Festival Entertainments, Mortimer 

Gardens, 10am onwards
Gigg Mill open 10am – 12 noon
Dunkirk Mill open 2 – 4pm
Quiz Night, The Green Man, 7.30pm
Nailsworth Festival: Hank Wangford and the Lost 
Cowboys, Town Hall, 8.00pm

22 Sun Commoners Cricket Club v Cam 2.30pm
Dunkirk Mill open 2 – 4pm 
Nailsworth Festival: The Faure Requiem, Christ 
Church, 6.00pm
Nailsworth Tennis Club Open Afternoon, 2-5pm, 
behind Old Boys’ Club

23 Mon NSoc Local Studies Group, Town Hall, Talk by 
Naked Gardeners of Abbey House Gardens Info 
832034

24 Tues Nailsworth Festival: Andy Cutting, Ruskin Mill, 
7.30pm,

25 Wed Alzheimer Café, Christ Church Rooms, 2 – 4pm. 
Info 834714
Nailsworth Valley Probus, Mortimer Room 
10.00am History of the RNLI
Dunkirk Mill open 2 – 4pm 
Commoners Cricket Club v Nympsfield, 6.00pm
Nailsworth Festival: Katona Twins, Christ Church, 
7.30pm

26 Thu NSoc Rambling Group, Library, 9.30am. Info 
834907 or 753278
Rotary Club Meeting, FGR, 7.15pm, Talk and 
supper, , Info 832878
Nailsworth Festival: Bristol Gasworks Singers, St. 
Georges Church, 7.30pm

27 Fri Nailsworth Festival: Bristol Old Vic Theatre School, 
Tom Jones, Town Hall, 7.30pm

28 Sat Farmers Market, Mortimer Gardens, 9am – 1pm
Nailsworth Festival: ‘Treasure in the Sand’ Sub 
Rooms, 2.00pm
Nailsworth Festival: The 2nd Nailsworth Poetry 
Slam, Comrades Club, 7.30pm
Silly Skittles, The Green Man, 7.30pm

29 Sun Family Fun Day, The Green Man, 1pm
Newmarket Fete, 2 – 5pm
Nailsworth Festival: Cream Tea Promenade, Sub 
Rooms, 3.00 – 5.00pm

30 Mon Dunkirk Mill open, 2 – 4pm

June
1 Wed Flower Club, Town Hall, 7.30pm
2 Thu Canasta, Hanover Gardens Community Room, 

7.15pm. All welcome. Info Jane Hobdell 835937
2-12 Yellow Lighted Book Festival
3 Fri Take That tribute night, FGR, 7pm – 1am. Info 

837431
5 Sun Family Service, Nailsworth Primary School, 11am, 

everyone welcome
6 Mon M.E. Support Group, Fields Café, 11am. Info 

Richard 07814 223567
NSoc Arts, Crafts & Music Group, Mortimer Room, 
7.30pm The Art of Ancient Egypt

What’s On - May 2011
To include events, contact Tina on 835295 
or mail whatson@nailsworthnews.org.uk.

Deadline for June 2011 
- 15th May 2011

The next Nailsworth News 
will be published at 

the beginning of June 2011


