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A free monthly community paper 
for the parish of Nailsworth, 
available in colour on our website 
www.nailsworthnews.org.uk. 
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YOUR LOCAL  
COMPUTER STOCKIST

LAPTOPS & PCS FROM £100
BRAND NEW FROM £350

VIRUS REMOVAL, COMPUTER  
UPGRADES, DATA RECOVERY

COME AND TALK TO US FOR DETAILS

NO COMPUTER JARGON  
NO FIX NO FEE GUARANTEE 

www.nailsworthcomputers.com

nailsworthpcs@aol.com

NAILSWORTH  
COMPUTERS

01453 832151 
OPPOSITE MORRISONS SUPERMARKETShop in Nailsworth this Christmas!

This is traditionally the season when cash tills ring as we 
all do our Christmas shopping. However, it may prove to 

be a tough year for Nailsworth's traders as economic recession 
continues to grip the country. Small businesses (and most of our 
local shops fall into that category) are particularly vulnerable 
when shoppers are feeling the pinch.

There is a way that we can all help. If you have money to 
spare for Christmas shopping this year, please consider spending 
it locally. Our stores are second to none in the range of food and 
gifts on offer, as well as many other quality goods. You would 
be saving on the cost of transport to other towns, and of course 
helping to safeguard the local jobs and businesses that make 
Nailsworth such a great place to live. So why not sit down, 
make out your shopping lists, and then instead of heading out 
to Cheltenham, Bristol or Cirencester, take a wander around our 
lovely little town? You may be surprised at what you find.

Thank you for your support for this paper during 2011. All 
of us at the Nailsworth News wish you a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Taking care
We are fortunate in 
having a very low 
crime rate in our town. 
But incidents can happen here too. 
In October, a 79-year-old shopper 
in Nailsworth was targeted by 
a woman and her accomplice 
operating across the Stroud area, 
who distracted her and then stole 
her purse. There is no reason to 
think that it will happen again, 
but the season of crowded shops 
can draw pickpockets so we all 
need to take sensible precautions 
to keep wallets and 
handbags safe. 

Nailsworth 
 News
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Views expressed in this paper are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Nailsworth News team. We reserve the right to edit or omit any material 
submitted for publication. No liability is accepted for loss or damage arising from any omission of copy or advertising. Material submitted for publication will only 
be returned if accompanied by a SAE. Nailsworth News is published and distributed entirely by volunteers, with production costs defrayed by advertising. More 
volunteers are always welcome - if you would like to join the team, please get in touch with the Editor. 

     Nailsworthy 
Kathryn Komarnyckyj

In January 2010, an appeal was made in the 
Nailsworth News for anyone prepared to help with 

the organisation and running of the town’s Christkindl 
Evening. Kathryn was one of the volunteers who 
subsequently met and formed a committee for which she 
became its Secretary. Like the other committee members, 
she fondly remembered how much her children had 
enjoyed this special festive event – so it became 
paramount to continue with the successful formula 
established by Daphne Bruton and continued by her 
daughter Claire Uzzell. Throughout the year Kathryn 
circulates minutes from the meetings, and has promoted 
an illustrated Christkindl flyer to replace the more expensive programme – and 
contacts local businesses to sell advertising space. Although greatly restricted by 
financial cut-backs, they have somehow been able to retain many of the traditional 
Christmas stalls, Family Fairground, music and entertainment, the much anticipated 
visit of Santa Claus and a procession of vintage vehicles.

Despite her rather exotic and unpronounceable surname, Kathryn is very 
English; she was born in Stroud and has lived in Nailsworth for twenty-three years. 
Her husband’s father originally came from Ukraine.

She has recently taken early retirement and is delighted at the prospect of being 
able to devote more time to activities throughout the town. She can usually be found 
in the RSPCA shop in Market Street, where she is its Assistant Manager. She is also 
the Donations Manager for the South Cotswold Branch, which takes her round the 
county as she visits various organisations, businesses and schools to promote the 
work of the RSPCA and collect any donations for this worthwhile charity.

Kathryn has always enjoyed what the town has to offer. She supports the local 
shops - and her two daughters both attended Nailsworth Town Hall Playgroup 
and Nailsworth Primary School. In her leisure time she loves to go walking with 
her husband Mike. ‘We love to explore the many paths and narrow lanes that 
lead through the hills and valleys in all directions around the town’, she said. For 
something a little more challenging however, and, when the opportunity arises, she 
prefers to go fell walking in Cumbria.

Mike Brinkworth

Editing the Nailsworth News - a shared venture?
We're still combing Nailsworth for that key man or woman who has the skills, 
enthusiasm and time to take over as Editor of this paper. But there has been a new 
development - we are also considering the potential of the role becoming a jobshare. 
Some interest is being expressed already, but at least one other person would be 
useful. So if you are attracted by the opportunity to edit this thriving community 
publication but have been put off by the commitment of time that would be needed, 
please reconsider. If you prefer the idea of being one of a small group of editors (say, 
three?) who work together and probably take turn and turn about to lead on each 
edition, then email editor@nailsworthnews.com or ring 833092 to find out more. 
There will be training available, and lots of support from the wider team.

Free monthly 
newspaper for 
Nailsworth parish
Published by the Nailsworth 
News team.
Photographer: Martin Stone. 
Production: Leopard Press, 
Layout: NN. 
Editor: Jo Lloyd 833092, 
editor@nailsworthnews.org.uk 
or c/o And Clothes, Market 
Street
Asst. & Sports Editor: Martin 
Stone 833132, martinstone@
XLN.co.uk
Business Editor: Bill 
Affleck 832619, business@
nailsworthnews.org.uk
Advertising: Chris Tetley 
833587, nnadverts@yahoo.co.uk
Hard copy and payment: c/o 
Shiny Goodness, Fountain St.
Distribution: Don Luke 832812, 
distribution@nailsworthnews.
org.uk
What’s On: Tina Ginn 835295, 
whatson@nailsworthnews.org.uk
Postal subscriptions at £6 per 
year: Joan Rowbotham 833110
Advertising rates: £5 + £12 per 
unit of 60 x 30 mm (w x h):
• Larger than 3 units only if 

space permits
• £1 discount per unit for 

three insertions if booked 
and paid in advance

• £5 surcharge for a specific 
page

Space is limited and Nailsworth 
advertisers take priority. 
Payment in advance please: 
cheques to Nailsworth News.
Deadline for editorial, 
advertising, copy and payment: 
15th of the month (there is no 
paper in January or August).

All Day Dogs 
Care of your best friends 

and pets. 
Walks, dog and cat sitting.

01453 832505

Are you?
Fanatical about food

Flexible, friendly, outgoing
Willing to work weekends

An experienced driver
Keen to join a new business & grow with us

Yes? You tick our boxes!
Ring Marc or Kate Birch: 01453 836290
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Town Mayor’s report
As I write my December message, it is 

mid November and the temperature 
outside is still 16 degrees – hopefully I have 
cut the grass for the last time this year. Don’t 
be fooled by this mild weather, there is still 
time for us to get the snow and freezing 
temperatures which have been predicted 
for this winter. Should we get a heavy fall 
of snow, don’t be put off clearing your 
path as there is no law against it – just do it 

responsibly to help your community. The Town Council has 
a voluntary Snow Warden, Peter Starkiss (834652) who is 
there to give advice and possibly help. 
Christmas illuminations
The first phase of new LED Christmas lights 
have been put up in Old Market. These are much 
cheaper to install and importantly, use far less 
electricity. Over the next few years the Town 
Council hopes to be able to purchase more sets of 
these lights for the community to enjoy during the 
festive season.
‘Common Scrubbers’
The group known as the ‘Common Scrubbers’ 
continues to meet every Tuesday afternoon at 1.30pm on 
the ‘W’ to help clear overgrown trees and shrubs so as to 

improve the view 
of the town from 
Nailsworth Hill. If 
you are fit and have 
a couple of hours 
to spare, please 
come along and 
join us – ‘the more 
the merrier’!
Passage To India 
fund-raising 
event
With my hat on as 

Chairman of Nailsworth Youth Club 
I would like to thank all those, both 
individuals and businesses, who supported 
our recent fund-raising evening at the 
Passage To India. Mohibur and his 
staff provided us with excellent food and 
service. The event raised over £1,700 
towards the running costs of the Youth 
Club, which are currently £8,000 per year (more on page 8).
Cutting energy use
Over the next couple of months two teams from Nailsworth, 
one of which includes your local Town Councillors, will be 
going head to head in an effort to decrease their home energy 
consumption – reducing both their carbon emissions and 
their bills. The Energy Neighbourhood competition will help 
them to identify where and how they can save energy around 
their homes this winter, not by having to invest in expensive 
measures or by making a massive lifestyle shift, but simply 
by becoming more aware and consequently changing the way 
they use energy around the home. Between 1st December and 
31st March, each team is looking to make an energy saving 
of at least 9% against the same period the previous year. How 
will they get on? …Watch this space!
Remembrance Day
I would like to thank all those involved in the 
British Legion Day of Remembrance. The 
parade and the church service were extremely 
well supported and it was good to see so 
many people lining the streets. Also, we were 
pleased to be able to welcome a group, which 
included a standard bearer, from our twin 
town of Lèves (more on page 5).
Festivals for 2011-2012
2012 should be a fun time for all, with the 
usual annual town attractions such as the 
Nailsworth Festival, Nailstock, Newmarket 
Fete and the Christkindl Evening. In addition 
to these there will be a celebration of the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and Nailsworth 
Olympic Games. The organisation for both 
of these events is progressing well. The dates 
to remember are: Jubilee – Monday 4th June 
and Games – Saturday 14th July.

On behalf of the members of the Town 
Council I would like to wish you all a 
Happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New 
Year. 

Steve Robinson, 834270, robinsons@fsmail.net
(Pictured above right, flower arrangement in St George’s 
Church with Royal British Legion tribute, created by Daphne 
Turner, photograph sent in by Bernard Twiddy.)

Home salon in Stroud available
Vouchers – great for Christmas or Birthday presents

Nails, Sienna-X Spray Tanning, Semi- Perm Eye Lash 
Extensions, Waxing, Shellac, Hopi Ear Candles and more...

Luxury Mobile Beauty Therapy
07980 07 97 39

www.anotherlevelbeauty.co.uk
enquiries@anotherlevelbeauty.co.uk

Tel. 01453 808330
www.elcombefirewood.co.uk

Hardwood Logs
Delivered by a friendly
local supplier

Guaranteed dry from the only      blblbllbl  

approved firewood company in Gloucestershire. 

-- extra-sockets
-- lights
-- security-lighting
-- fuse-board-changes
-- fault-finding-&-rectification
-- test-&-inspection

All-work--

insured-&--

guaranteed.

NICEIC-Domestic-Installer
For-a-FREE-QUOTE,-call-Simon--
on-01453-834323-/-0777-3333061

email:-simon@cirruselectrical.com

More about the Scrubbers
The Common Scrubbers are gaining interest, 
as more join in to help clear the land. They are 
returning the area to more natural grass lands, 
allowing the bigger trees room to breathe and 
giving the cattle more access to graze 'off-road'. 
Paul, Joy, Steve, Peter, Don, Steve and Lee have 
been enjoying the autumnal sun, and even the cattle 
came to give a 'helping hoof' this week. As the 
nights draw in, volunteers are welcome to join the 
team from 1.30 on the ‘W’ every Tuesday. Listen 
for their distinctive chatter! Heavy duty gloves 
recommended. Loppers and saws welcome. Ring 
Paul Carter on 832961 for more details.
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Local affairs
Parking – Meeting with NPRAG and SDC Officers (report by Bill Affleck)
A meeting with SDC officers took place on November 15th, 

organised by Jon Burfitt on behalf of the Nailsworth Parking 
Residents Action Group (formed to represent the interests of town 
centre residents in the current debate on parking charging, and 
with 300 members). As well as NPRAG members and myself the 
meeting was attended by two Nailsworth District/Town Councillors, 
and SDC Councillors David Hagg (Chief Executive), Nigel Cooper 
(Cabinet Member for Finance) and Alison Fisk (Head of Asset 
Management).

David opened the meeting by stating that no decisions had yet 
been made by SDC; Nigel added that the motivation for the review 
(which went well beyond the question of charging, to encompass 
the whole involvement of SDC in car park management) was not 
financial although pressure from Stroud, Stonehouse and Painswick 
(who do currently pay parking charges) to level the economic 
playing field was acknowledged. 

In discussion, four main themes emerged: 
1. Not all parking areas were within the SDC management 

span and if charges were introduced by SDC, pay-to-park 
areas would coexist with free parking areas. Since no one 
wants to pay if free parking is available, this would result 
in displacement from the charged parks to free areas, 
including the residential streets adjacent to the town centre.

2.  NPRAG members were concerned that this displacement 
would put in jeopardy their ‘residential’ parking. In some 
areas GCC Highways had stated that restricted Residents 
Permit parking would be acceptable, but it appeared that 
Nailsworth Town Council was not prepared to agree to this.

3. The third theme was the occupation of town centre parking 
spaces by traders who legally put their vehicles in long stay 
slots and (illegally) use short stay slots for all day parking. 
This proved an emotive and 
largely intractable issue with, 
in the absence of any traders’ 
representation, a one-sided 
argument with traders firmly 

cast in the ‘bad guys’ role.
4. The fourth theme was enforcement. This was not easy 

in a situation with a number of managed car parks, as 
in Nailsworth. It was accepted that without effective 
enforcement the benefits claimed in the consultation paper 
for charging, namely freeing up spaces, would not be fully 
realised. A car parking ticket displayed on the windscreen 
would greatly assist the parking warden. There was also the 
question of policing on-street parking, but this was outside 
the present discussion.

All the discussion points suffered from a lack of any quantitative 
basis. No figures were presented or discussed. How large was the 
traders’ parking problem? No one knew. What were the statistics of 
car park occupancy and turn-over? The only solid data available, 
from the Scott Wilson study of 2005, was discounted as being 
out of date with, it was suggested, ‘major changes in parking 
habits’ having taken place since. What were the revenue raising 
expectations from widening the car-park-charging base? SDC 
admitted to having various scenario computer models, but they did 
not share their output. What was the anticipated impact on high 
street shopping revenues of the proposed changes? No one knew. 
Was there actually a robust business case for introducing charges? If 
there was, it wasn’t shared. Was the level of enforcement optimal in 
terms of cost/benefit?…

The meeting provided an opportunity to put to SDC people 
a view from an important, but perhaps under-represented section 
of the community. SDC were willing to accept that no two towns 
had exactly the same problems, opportunities and constraints. 
SDC officers appeared open and receptive. David Hagg stated that 
SDC had shied away from the parking question for a long time, as 
being too difficult. Now that they had opened that ‘can of worms’ 

the earlier judgement was being amply 
vindicated!

(Visit http://www.nprag.org.uk to 
find out more about Nailsworth Parking 
Residents Action Group.)

A new use for the Nailsworth News?
Parking and finance are not light-hearted subjects, and of course saving 
energy is not either. However we can't resist bringing you a (not too 
serious) suggestion that emerged at NTC’s monthly meeting on the 15th 
November (there were three major local meetings going on that evening 
- Parking, Arkell and regular Town Council) when members were 
commenting on advice that using old newspapers to wrap presents would 
help cut down people's carbon footprints. In a throwaway line, someone 
mentioned that the Nailsworth News might serve this purpose. Well, of 
course we hope that you all cherish your back copies of this paper, iron 
and starch them and then store them (reverently) in a fireproof safe, to be 
opened on special anniversaries and read again as a treat. But for the no 
doubt irreverent majority of you, why NOT 
wrap presents in them? Gift size will be 
limited of course, unless you use quantities 
of glue and sellotape to create a pleasing 
patchwork effect - which might defeat the 
object. But for smaller gifts, what could 
be better than to have your favourite news 
and pictures of local heroes and dignitaries 
recycled in this way? If you try it, do send 
us your photos of presents stacked under 
the tree with NN gift wrap around them. 
Oh, and if it catches on, perhaps next year 
every page of the paper could feature a 
'From and To' type sticker? Just a thought...

Arkell Centre finances
At the meeting of the Arkell Community Centre 
Charitable Trust held on 15th November, the 
finances of the Centre were discussed but it 
was decided that it was too early to release this 
information since the figures are still only interim 
- there are decisions yet to be made, for example 
about the level of borrowing needed, how it will be 
spread and the use of reserves. We are told that the 
outstanding decisions are likely to have been taken 
and the figures finalised and released by Spring 2012 
at the latest.

The Library – another update
Well, here we are in the middle of November and 
things do seem to be moving. There is still quite a 
lot of paperwork to be completed. The local Library 
Services Manager apologises for the delay but the 
renegotiating of hours has been more complicated 
than expected and she feels that the timescale she 
originally hoped for was a little optimistic. On a 
more positive note, volunteers will be able to start 
without a full CRB clearance being completed in 
advance and ‘shadowing’ is now commencing. 
     BA
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Local affairs

MJ 
ROOFING 
Michael J Webb 

All aspects of roofing work undertaken, 
general property maintenance also  

available. A friendly and professional  
service at very competitive rates.     
Please call for a free quotation 

t: 07771952135 e: web25@hotmail.co.uk  
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NAILSWORTH ACCOUNTANCY
Town Hall, Old Bristol Road, Nailsworth

01453 835050
Small Practice For Small Clients = Small Fees

 Annual Sales  Annual Fee From
 Up to £15,000 £190.00
 Up to £30,000 £250.00
 Up to £40,000 £280.00
 Over £40,000 By Agreement

Tax Return Completion From £100 -  
Free Initial Consultation

Michael Jefferies FMAAT ICPA & Emma Mills 

Local ex-serviceman publishes book
We're pleased to be able to bring you news from Denis 
Sparrow, one of at least nine Nailsworth boys who served in 
the armed forces in Aden. Denis, who was born in our town and 
is the brother of Nailsworth local poet Jean Dangerfield, spent 
just over nine years in Royal Marine Commando units from the 
Arctic to the Far East until he married and returned to 'civvy 
street'. With the help of Wheatley Printers in Thrupp, Denis 
has now published 'Aden in pictures', an A4 sized pictorial 
record of the country which dates 
back to the 1950s and 60s but 
also has more recent entries.The 
book shows in writing and through 
photographs, places where dozens 
of men from the Five Valleys once 
served. It is available directly from 
the author, for £29.50 plus postage. 
Email him at djsparrow@live.
co.uk to order your copy. 

Nailsworth NHP challenges NHS 
proposals
If you follow local news, you will be aware that NHS 
Gloucestershire is proposing to transfer NHS community 
staff to a Community Interest Company (CIC). This 
will affect our local NHS providers as well as you, the 
users of the service. Nailsworth Health Partnership 
(NHP) has therefore written to the Chief Executive of 
NHS Glos. to express grave concerns - in particular: 
• failure to consult or engage with stakeholders 

including the public
• failure to consider all the options available such as 

transferring staff to an existing or newly created 
NHS Trust

• choosing a CIC as the vehicle for the delivery of 
health services (they point out that a similar CIC in 
Surrey lost a tender for £100m, having been created 
by the PCT only 3 years previously). 

NHP chair Marilyn Miles has also contacted 
Gloucestershire County Cllr Stephen 
McMillan, who is in charge of the 
scrutiny committee for health and 
community, and asked for proper 
scrutiny of the decision. 

More information is available 
from Marilyn on 832974 or mbm@
ankerbold.co.uk.

A great place to work ...
Shops, offices, factory units sometimes available

Give us a call on 01453 832754
email: james@eachamberlain.co.uk  www.eachamberlain.co.uk

Nailsworth 
Mills Estate

A day to remember 
It was a full house at St George’s church for the 
Remembrance Day service on November 12th. Whether 
it is a growing realisation among further generations of 
the huge debt that we owe to those who fought and died 
in two world wars and in an apparently endless series of 
‘engagements’ since, or whether Iraq and Afghanistan have 
raised awareness, we don’t know. However, it was very 
moving to see the church so full and the high level of public 
support for the parade and wreath-laying. As usual there was 
a small contingent from our twin town of Lèves in France; 
they had opted to drive via Dover/Calais and so spent a lot 
of time on the road to share our act of remembrance and add 
their banner to those paraded on the day. 

It was also very pleasing that Sir William Romney’s 
School, at their own request, participated in Nailsworth’s 
service and made a donation. They were represented by 
Dale Curtis, the assistant headteacher, and the deputy head 
boy and girl, George Bull and Martha Furnival, pictured 

right (Martha lives 
in Nailsworth 
and George in 
Horsley). They 
joined the parade 
and laid a wreath 
to honour the dead.

Norman 
Kay, informed 
us at the time of 
going to press that 
contributions to 
the Appeal were 
still being counted 
but over £4,700 had already been donated and almost £1,000 
more was coming from church collections. There were other 
funds still arriving, so the total should be well over £6,000. 
This is a magnificent and record response to the Poppy 
Appeal by the community in Nailsworth, and Norman passes 
on his grateful thanks to all who contributed.
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Egypt Mill

Festive Lunches from £12.50

Choose any dishes from our Festive Menu, Nov 28 - Dec 23

BOOKINGS RECOMMENDED Egypt Mill Hotel & Restaurant Nailsworth www.egyptmill.com

For details & to book call
01453 833449
reception@egyptmill.com

Monday - Thursday
2-Courses £12.50

Friday - Saturday
2 or 3-Courses from £16.50
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Mer r y Christmas    from Miles Mor gan Travel 

Hayley and the team would like to wish all 
their customers a very Merry Christmas 

and a happy and healthy New Year. 

•  Your Local and Award Winning Agency
•  Total Financial Security
•  60 Years of Combined Travel Experience
•  Excellent Service and Knowledge
• Christmas Gift Vouchers Available Now

Call us on: 01453 836186
Visit us at: The Old Stamp Office, George Street
Email us at: nai lsworth@milesmorgantravel.co.uk

ABTA No.K7348

Want help with your CV, or want to 
make changes in your work life?

As a Career and Executive Coach, I 
enjoy helping people achieve their 
work ambitions. 

Contact me at 01453-835263 or 
helen@monkswoodassociates.co.uk Helen Harrison

On the buses
We now know the changes to bus 
services in the Stroud area that resulted 
from GCC's cost cutting county review 
and that have been in operation from 
13th November 2011. Those that affect 
Nailsworth are as follows:
•	 46 - Forest Green - Nailsworth - 

Stroud - Shurdington - Cheltenham: 
minor changes to timetable in early 
evening.

•	 28/28A (262) - Stroud - 
Minchinhampton - Nailsworth. This service replaces 
service 262. New timetable now linking Stroud and 
Minchinhampton with Nailsworth instead of Cirencester. 
See service 54 & 54A for buses between Stroud and 
Cirencester. For more journeys between Stroud and 
Minchinhampton see service 29. Good connections 
available at Minchinhampton Square for journeys 
between Nailsworth and Avening/Tetbury.

•	 29/29A Stroud - Tetbury. New timetable. For more 
journeys between Stroud and Minchinhampton 
see service 28. Good connections available at 
Minchinhampton Square for journeys between 

Nailsworth and Avening/Tetbury.
•	 40 - Stroud - Nailsworth - Wotton-Under-Edge: no 

change.
•	 93 - Forest Green - Nailsworth - Stroud -  

Gloucester. Minor changes to timetable in late afternoons.
•	 261 - Nailsworth - Newmarket - Shortwood - Nailsworth: 

new timetable running on Fridays.
•	 262 - Nailsworth - Box - Minchinhampton: covered 

by revised service 28 which will run on Mondays to 
Saturdays.

•	 263 - Nailsworth - Amberley - Woodchester - 
Nailsworth: new timetable running on Fridays.

•	 264 - Nailsworth - Nympsfield - Nailsworth: new 
timetable running on Tuesdays and Fridays.

(Source: summary document on the County Council’s 
website.)

There is a lot to digest, but clearly the important point 
for travellers is to know what buses are available to their 
destination of choice, and when. The Town Information 
Centre now has supplies of the new timetables, so call in or 
ring on 839222 to get details. Or you can find the information 
on the transport section of the GCC website, http://www.
gloucestershire.gov.uk/.

Praise for community-minded shopkeepers
We've been asked to put in a big Thank You! to the shopkeepers who support community activities 
in various ways - for instance, those who allow posters of community events to go in their 
windows. Adequate publicity is crucial, and we are told that although the Nailsworth News is invaluable for the month's listings, a poster 
catching the eye nearer the date and giving more details makes all the difference. Also, thanks to those kind businesses who give raffle 
prizes for local events, especially at this time of the year, and help in many other ways behind the scenes. Community organisations and 
local residents try very hard to support our shops and they appreciate the help of Nailsworth businesses when possible. 

AA Duracell Plus
Battery Pack

Brutons Hardware Ltd
Old Market, Nailsworth, Gloucestershire GL6 0DD  01453 832826 

Abbey 
Electric Stove
SAVE £30

£79.99
RRP £109.99

Very Hungry Caterpillar
SPECIAL PRICE

£9.99
Lunch Bag

£6.99
Drinks Bottle

£3.49

Make shopping easy this 
Christmas, with our

special offer brochure,
full of bright ideas 

for the festive season.

Your local hardware store... 
try us first.

Brutons Ad Landscape 125 x 60mm 2_Layout 1  14/10/2011  14:30  Page 2
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D .  S t a i n e r - H u t c h i n s  A r c h i t e c t s  L t d
 5 Bridge Street, Nailsworth, GL6 OAA

T: 01453 839121
  

  Sustainable & ecological design, feasibility studies, planning applications and conservation

dsharchitects.co.uk

Churches Together 
in Nailsworth

MAIN SUNDAY SERVICES

	 9.30	am	 St	George,	Church	St

	 10.30	am	 Christ	Church,		
Newmarket	Road

	 10.30	am	 Quakers’	Meeting	House,	
Chestnut	Hill

	 11.00	am	 Priory	Church,	Inchbrook
Everyone welcome. 
Children’s activities 

included at all these services.

NAILSWORTH AERIAL SERVICES
(TIME SERVED ENGINEER WITH 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE)

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT SERVICE

Digital Freeview BBC Freesat 

Telephone Extensions Extra TV Points Fitted

Storm Damage 7 Day Service

Sky Faults OAP Discount

CONTACT: 

01453 833293 or 07854 516212
Free Estimates

Sarah Purkis
Soft Furnishings  

& Interior Design
Curtains, Loose Covers, 

All types of Blinds, 
Light upholstery

Suppliers of Romo, Sanderson, 
Blendworth & Malabar fabrics
For a free quote, call Sarah on

Tel. 01453 836303 or 
Mobile 07721 536536

‘Spade, Seed & Supper’ for Christmas?
It's being a good month for 
Nailsworth writers. On page 5 
we told you about Denis Sparrow 
and his photographic book on 
Aden. Now here is another 
new release; local man Martin 
Spice (pictured right) has just 
completed a book entitled Spade, 
Seed & Supper, which is being 
published this month. 

Martin's extensive 
background in education began 
with him teaching English at 
comprehensive schools in the UK 
and then took him to Kathmandu 
and Malaysia, where (among other things) he became Principal 
of the international school in Kota Kinabalu. He has extensive 
credentials as a writer; his clients include the Times Educational 
Supplement, Kitchen Garden, The South China Morning Post, 
Weekly Telegraph and Marie Claire (Malaysia) as well as a 
number of newspapers and magazines in Malaysia, particularly 
The Star. Martin has written five books for children, four of them 
for those learning English as a foreign language.

You might wonder where spades and seeds fit in with this 
busy professional schedule. Well, Martin and his wife applied for 
an allotment in Amberley before returning to the UK two years 
ago, and were lucky enough to get one at Christmas 2009. Spade, 
Seed & Supper is a tongue-in-cheek account of their first year of 
trials, tribulations and occasional triumphs! 

The book will be available from the Yellow-Lighted 
Bookshop in Nailsworth by the time you get your copy of this 
paper, cost £8.99. Martin (info@earthwormpress.com) tells us 
that it can be bought from other places as well, but he is keen to 
support our Nailsworth shop. This sounds just the thing to get 
your local friends 
and relatives as a 
Christmas gift - why 
not call into the 
bookshop and have a 
look for yourself? 

PPDM Builders  
Let us look after you.

Do you need some plastering, painting, 
kitchen fitting, flooring or just about any-
thing else done in or around your home?
We are a family based company with years of 

experience and between us we can do just about 
everything. We are certified for electrical work 

and plumbing.
For a free quote call Andy on  

01453 832824 / 07825 235949  
Horsley based

Email -ppdmbuilders@btinternet.com
Visit us – www.ppdm.co.uk 

Concord - a great time for all
In 1988, Nailsworth Day Centre started in Concord for 
a dozen or so elderly people of the town and it is great 
to report that this little group is still going strong. Guests 
meet every Monday from 10am - 3pm. After tea and 
coffee, gentle exercises are undertaken in order to keep 
joints supple and brains alert. Then the fun begins - card 

playing, knitting, 
picture colouring for 
cards and calendars 
and sometimes 
blanket making for 
sending to charities, 
There is always a 
hot lunch provided 
by Winslow House 
and other treats such 
as summer outings, 

Spring fundraising 
mornings and 
Christmas lunch. 
Lunch is followed 
by a bit of rest time 
before bingo, which 
gets all the guests 
totally activated 
again. It often causes 
raucous laughter when the numbers and questions are 
misheard, but a great time is had by all every week. To 
find out more about the Day Centre or if you want to help 
in any way, please call Daphne Beale on 832605.

MS

Bob Court Engineering Services
•	Boiler	servicing	incl	LPG
•	Electrical	work
•	 Landlord’s	certificates

Gas Safe registered,  
qualified, reliable

0797 181 4017 or 01453 833291
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Local hero
The sudden ‘monsoon’ type rain one day last November 
created serious freak flooding in town, but as the saying 
has it, ‘comes the hour comes the man...’. Or rather, 
‘comes the men’, because THREE local heroes saved the 
day for The Little Gift Shop in George Street 
and other nearby stores. Les Haines, Josh 
Blunt, and Graham Everette from C2, without 
any thought for their peril (!), dashed out with 
brooms in hand and trousers rolled up to the 
knees, and helped save serious damage. Thanks, 
guys, from all who benefited from your timely 
efforts.
(Pictured from left: Les, Josh and Graham.)

Spanish holiday house to rent
Costa Blanca - sleeps 4 - good rates

great for golfers
2 beautiful courses 10 mins away

For more info
Tel 01453 835530 or email

catherineconstable@hotmail.co.uk

Recommended and used by Health 
and Outdoor professionals alike to 
improve their own walking 
performance. Want to try them for 
yourself (Pacerpoles provided free)?
Contact Pam Browne on 01453 Contact Pam Browne on 01453 
832907 for details of a series of local 
"Pacerpole Walking" short-courses, 
commencing in the New Year.
Trained expert tuition given so you 
can feel the many benefits of walking 
better straight away ....

Improves posture - for easier 
breathing and better performance.

"Their innovative 
angled handles make 
them the most 
effective 'poles’ on 
the market"

P A C E R P O L E  W A L K I N G

B.B.C.

John Manning. Gear Editor

Youth Club event at 
Passage to India
We know that the County Council 
has withdrawn support from our 
Youth Club, ‘The Junction’, and 
our youth worker. We also know that 
the Town Council, which has always 
provided matching support for the 
youth worker, has undertaken fully 
to support the staffing needed to keep 
the youth club running. Unfortunately, 
that isn’t the whole story by a long 
chalk. So on November 8th The 
Passage to India staged a fund-
raising event. The restaurant was full 
(with some people turned away) and 
the kitchen and waiting staff worked 
their socks off to make the evening 
a success. As well as excellent food 
there was a generously supported 
raffle, ‘stand up bingo’ and a series 
of auctions culminating in bidding to 
win a week in a chalet in the French 
Alps. Phil Sullivan acted as master 
of ceremonies, raffle master, bingo 
caller and auctioneer, contributing to a 
most enjoyable evening. Was the fund-
raising successful? It did raise £1,750 
which sounds good until you’re 
reminded that the insurance premiums 
alone for the Junction are over £3,000 
a year. There’s going to have to be 
more tin-rattling! BA

Mobile police station 
schedule
PCSO Paul 
Bowman 
and his 
vehicle will 
be in the 
car park of 
Nailsworth's 
ex Police 
Station at 
the following dates and times:
December
(Route six) - 7th, 17th 13.30-14.15
January
(Route six) - 7th, 17th & 27th 13.30-
14.15 
February
(Route six) - 7th, 17th & 27th 13.30-
14.15
The email for the mobile police station is 
paul.bowman@gloucestershire.police.
uk. Or contact Paul on 07734 068276.

The picture above shows some of the 
50+ people who recently visited the 
last home of W H Davies as part 
of celebrating the Centenary of the 
publication of his most famous poem, 
‘Leisure’ (the visit was organised by 
the Friends of Glendower, who want to 
thank Norman Phillips, the owner and 
great-nephew of the poet, for
making it possible.)
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The SASH WINDOW SERVICE Ltd
 Your local sash window specialists now provides a combined draught 
proofing / window function service.  This results in windows that are 

easy to use, reduces draughts by up to 90% and cuts annual CO2 emis-
sion by around 120kg. Sash window sill & frame repairs also available.

 Call 01453 861025 or visit: www.stroud-sash-windows.co.uk 
nailsworth 2011c.indd   1 14/03/2011   09:21:13

 
City & Guilds trained Mark Kelly 

 
Plumbing  

& Bathrooms 
Local references available 

01453 836096 or 07834 318459 

Nailsworth Notes
Enjoying a good gossip...
Many people have commented on the strong community spirit found in our 

town. Perhaps one reason is that we in Nailsworth love to talk? Of course, 
with its flourishing café culture, the town is not short of places for people to 
meet and 'shoot the breeze'. We have pubs and restaurants and clubs; we have 
community housing with halls; we have public rooms where groups meet; we have 
sports clubs; we have not one but TWO town blogs; we have churches; we have a 
school; we have a new community centre; the list goes on...

And what about the less formal places where tongues wag? Here are a few of 
my favourites:
1. The Town Information Centre. This doesn't just supply visitors with 

tourist-type guidance, it is a source of information of all kinds. Whatever the 
subject, the chances are that one of the volunteers knows something about it, 
and if you drop in there is usually an animated discussion going on.

2. Queueing in shops. My top gossip spots are the pharmacists, either of our 
ironmongers or the food stores, but you will have your own preferences. A 
good talk can be had while you are waiting to pick up a prescription or get 
served. Best of all is waiting in line outside the butchers to pick up your 
order on Christmas Eve. Everyone seems full of goodwill as they greet 
friends - I love it!

3. Doctors and dentists. Waiting for your appointment gives another 
opportunity to chat; the local scuttlebutt is so much more interesting than 
rereading all those magazines that you would never buy yourself. 

4. Markets. Our Farmers' Market is a particularly fruitful place for close 
encounters of the gossipy kind - just watch how we all get into clusters with 
friends to exchange news - but there are others, such as the excellent Friday 
morning Country Market in the Mortimer Room that overflows into the street 
outside (see photo below for Nailsworth chat in action there!)

5. The cycle track. This one is dependent on weather, but at its best there is an 
almost holiday spirit about the groups of dogwalkers / strollers / cyclists / 
families who stop to greet each other and exchange news. 

Of course, I am middle aged and live in the centre of town. A teenager would 
have a quite different list of places, I am sure (where DO teenagers meet, outside 
of the Youth Club? Do we really want to know?) as would a parent of young 
children, or perhaps someone living up the hill. All of us will be talking away 

though, busily binding 
our community together 
- or else generating a 
great deal of hot air, 
depending on how you 
look at it!

Editor

Of apple pressing - and 
scratters...
This autumn, about two hundred people attended 
community apple juicing events held by the Jovials 
Orchard Group (part of Go Grow Nailsworth), 
and the Horsley Orchard Project (HOP). They 
were amazed by the speed and energy efficiency 
of the new hydropress that HOP had bought with 
its £1,000 grant from The Midcounties Co-
operative's Community Fund (in partnership with 
Gloucestershire Community Foundation). The 
grant also went towards a superb electric scratter 
that gobbles up apples to produce pulp ready for 
pressing. People brought their spare apples and 
took away bottles of juice to freeze, pasteurise or 
just enjoy fresh. 

Go Grow would like to thank everyone who 
helped, brought apples, ate cake and drank fresh 
apple juice at the three pressings. If you’d like to 
be involved with apple events next year please 
contact Katherine Kearns on 834530 or email 
katherine.kearns@southglos.gov.uk. 

(If like me, the word scratter makes you think of 
Rambling Syd Rumpo (anyone over 50 will remember 
that great comedy role, played by Kenneth Williams) 
you might like to know that a scratter is ‘a type of 
rotary mill which crushes and shreds or chops the fruit 
between spiked or toothed rollers, the name coming from 
the verb scrat meaning to scratch.’ Got that? It’s not a 
cordwangle. Nor it is any relation to the slang urban 
word 'scratter', which is apparently an insult.)

Ed. 
 

7 Fountain Street, Nailsworth, 
Glos. GL6 0BL 

www.perrybishop.co.uk  
Tel: 01453 836736 Fax 01453 836737 
Email: nailsworth@perrybishop.co.uk 

Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents and Valuers 

Lettings and Management, Land and New Homes 

Estate agent to the Five Valleys with a network of 
five offices covering the Cotswolds. 
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bristol  
ensemble

Ravel:  Piano Trio
Beethoven: Piano Trio No. 5 

‘Ghost’

Tea Time Concert
Sunday 4th December - 3.00 pm

Christ Church, Nailsworth
The Bristol Ensemble

Tea and cakes will be served after the concert 
at 4.00 pm in aid of a Church charity.
Tickets from Coco, 7a Fountain St 

or call 0117 973 0505
£10 on door, £9 in advance, or  

£25 for series of three. Under 18s free.

bristol  
ensemble

A Carnival of Carols 
festive family concert with 

the Carnival Band
With shawms, bagpipes, fiddle, guitars, 
bass, drums, melodica, recorders, plus 

string quartet, clarinet, trombone,  
accordion with members of the Bristol 

Ensemble and LOTS of singing!

Evening Concert
Sunday 18th December - 7.30 pm

Christ Church, Nailsworth

Tickets from Coco, 7a Fountain St 
or call 0117 973 0505

Tickets £12, concessions £10, or  
children 16 and under £5

PETER RUSHTON 
LANDSCAPES LTD

NAILSWORTH 
EST 1980

Celebrating 30 years of trading
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL  

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN SERVICE
* Modern & Traditional Water Features

 * Garden Lighting  * Patios & retaining walls

 * Decking & Pergolas  * Low Maintenance Gardens

 * Planting & Lawns * Large & small groundwork projects

 * Video Library * Competitive Prices

 * Driveways * Free Estimates

Tel.: 01453 832576  
Mob.: 07887 841076

Brentmoor House, Newmarket Rd, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DQ

See our display boards at  
Nailsworth & Highfield Garden Centres

The weather smiled on 
Christkindl 2011 - not wet, 
not too cold - but that was the 
only thing that had to be left to 
chance. Everything else spoke of 
long and careful planning and 
sheer hard work. There were 
too many excellent groups and 
individuals acting as volunteers 
to begin to list them, and the 
number of stalls and shops 
open was matched only by the 
attendance. Best of all were the 
big eyes and beaming smiles 

of the little ones. 
Congratulations to 
all involved, it is 
good to see this 
ever-popular family 
event continuing 
to welcome in the 
Christmas season. 
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St. Dominic’s Primary School 
As 2011 draws to a close it is encouraging 

to look back over the year and reflect 
upon areas of progress and development 
within the life of our school. We have now 
been an academy for a couple of months 
and this has given the Governors increased 
freedom to pursue our vision. It has been a 
tremendously busy year and I am sure will 
continue to be so. 

Some of you may have seen the feature 
on the television about the apiary in the 

top field; we are hoping that the links with Stroud Beekeepers 
continue to strengthen through the years ahead and that this 
initiative develops into a wonderful resource for the local 
community and encourages children to develop awareness and 
interest in the natural world and in particular beekeeping. The 

children are currently busy designing labels for the honey which 
has now been extracted and will be on sale at the Christmas 
Bazaar on the 4th December starting at 12:00pm. Please come and 
support this event if you can.

Recent enhancements to our environment include the retiling of 
our outside classroom, building a new shed to house PE equipment 
(with a living roof!) and replacing all lighting in the classrooms. 
Hopefully all these refurbishments will help us become greener 
and eventually enable us to achieve the ‘Eco School’ award – 
something to work towards during 2012.

The choir once again took part in ‘Young Voices’ at the NEC, 
Birmingham on 1st December and also sang at the Goodwill 
evening in Nailsworth on 25th November (see page 12 for a photo 
of the children beforehand). Our infant plays will be on Monday 
19th December, 9.30 am and 6.00 pm. All are very welcome. 

I would like to wish everyone a happy and peaceful Christmas, 
and look forward to keeping you informed during 2012.

Margaret Smith, Headteacher, 832682

Nailsworth CE Primary School
In November, Foxy and Minty, two huge goats, came to visit Nailsworth 

Primary School. Years One and Two are learning about farming and 
were interested in finding out more about these useful and fascinating 
animals. The owners of Foxy and Minty, Mr and Mrs Wright, shared lots 
of information with the children, who loved stroking the goats and feeding 
them bread. The children in Year Two are brilliant writers and wrote reports 
about the goats to share their learning. Enjoy Alex Courtney’s report, below.

Vince Southcott, Headteacher, 832382

CURTAINS ~ BLINDS ~ SOFT FURNISHINGS 
LOOSE COVERS ~ REUPHOLSTERY SERVICE
For advice and estimate ring Jenny Powell

Wright Interiors ~ 01453 768899

Horsley CE Primary School
It has been a very busy Autumn term at Horsley and the 

children have all enjoyed their learning. I have had the 
privilege of going with Class 4 to London and Class 3 to 
Bath as part of their term topics. Both were super trips, 
with the pupils a credit to the school. I would like to thank 
all the staff who made these possible and so enjoyable. 

Class 3’s exploration of this term’s topic of The 
Romans will culminate in a splendid Roman Feast at 
the end of the month, which promises to be an enjoyable 
and inspiring way to finish learning about this fascinating 
period.

Thoughts now turn towards Christmas, and the Infants 
are busy preparing for their Nativity performances at 
the start of December. It will be the first time these have 
taken place in our lovely new school hall and we are very 
excited at the prospect. Following on from Class 1’s topic 
of Food, which included a trip for Years 1 & 2 to Cadbury 
World, the production this year is entitled ‘A Christmas 
Recipe’.

Many of the Junior children were involved in 
rehearsals for Young Voices at Birmingham on 1st 
December and joined the other local school choirs for a 
special preview performance at the Nailsworth Christkindl 
evening on 25th November. To get everyone fully in the 
festive spirit, the whole school is off to the Everyman 
Theatre to see Jack & The Beanstalk. This is a Horsley 
tradition and is greatly enjoyed by the children who come 
along.

We wish all Nailsworth News readers a peaceful 
and happy 
Christmas.

Martin 
Fry, 

Headteacher, 
833625

(Pictured 
right, class 3 
at the Roman 
Baths)

Goats try to eat KS1!
Do you like animals? Do you like 
goats? What do you know about them? 
This report will tell you about goats. 
Read on and find out more.
Appearance
A goat has a fury body, four legs and 
two horns. The razor sharp horns on 
a goat are normally straight but some 
aren’t. Goats hair can be in different 
colours. It can come in rusty red, grey, 
black and brown. Goats have cloven 
hooves which means they are split into 
two. All goats have rectangle pupils. 
They have beards, even females!
Food
Goats are ruminants which means they have four stomachs. They 
will eat grass and clover in the wild. However, on farms they eat 
hay, animal cake and bread. Goats have sensitive lips. They will eat 
everything in their way!
Habitat
In the wild goats usually live in the dry mountain areas due to 
that they are agile which means they are springy! In countries like 
England they live on farms.
Goat uses
Goats produce milk, cheese and meat. Some goats fur makes 
colourful clothes and some goats are kept as pets. They are a bit like 
lawn mowers!

Alex Courtney Year Two
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Advent preparations at St George’s
St George’s Church, having just welcomed the town to the 

British Legion Remembrance Service, is now planning 
for Christmas. The choir and Paul our organist talk about our 
services; carols and hymns are chosen; new anthems are rehearsed; 
and old ones are renewed. Rosemary Davis dusts off the figures 
and animals that fill the ‘stable’ for our Nativity full-size tableau at 
the front of the church. This is changed throughout the journey, the 
wondrous birth and the visit of the Wise Men.

Our Little Angels, who 
meet every Friday, are 
now practicing ‘Away in a 
manger’ and ‘Little donkey’, 
which they will sing at our 
Family service on 18th 
December at 9.30am, There 
will probably be a reprise at 
our Christingle service on 
Christmas Eve at 4.00pm. 
Our churchwardens, Janice 
and Clare, and many others 

make sure that the people are in place to run our services, provide 
coffee afterwards and make all the other arrangements needed (as you 
might when you open your house for a big party!)

‘Getting ready for Christmas’ is the season of Advent, when we 
prepare ourselves to remember the events leading up to the birth of 
Jesus, the Son of God in lowly surroundings - the story that never 
ceases to amaze and enthrall people of all ages. I look forward to 
seeing lots of you over the next weeks as we remember and celebrate 
this miraculous birth, and you are all assured of a warm welcome.

May God Bless everyone this Christmastide.
Reverend Stephen Earley 

(The photo above shows some of the Little Angels and 
parents rehearsing for Christmas)

The Nativity
In the film ‘Love, Actually,’ there’s a scene that has a 

delighted child telling her mother that she has a part 
in the school nativity play - she is to be ‘2nd lobster.’ 
Her bewildered mother wants to know if there really 
was more than one lobster at the birth of Our Lord? 

Nativity plays, (traditional or not), figure in many 
people’s preparations for Christmas. Last year there 
was a big TV production called ‘The Nativity,’ starring 
Andrew Buchan, which was widely promoted and 
acclaimed. 

The birth of Jesus Christ is, of course, what 
Christmas is all about. No one else has ever had their 
birth celebrated as much by so many. But what are we 

actually celebrating? Even in churches people 
will have many different answers to that.

For me, Christmas is the time when we 
celebrate the most dramatic moment in human 
history, when God chose to take on human 
form and came to live as one of us. God 
chose to come close to us, so that we might 
come close to God. With very little money, no 
human authority or power, Jesus came into the 
world to spread God’s message of love to the 
world. From that moment on, the world has 
never been the same. Not great, not perfect, yet 
full of possibility for those who choose to take 
the risk.    Reverend Sian Collins

Getting ready for Christmas
As we finish getting this newspaper ready to go to print, Nailsworth 

is about to have its Christmas lights turned on at our Christkindl 
evening, and the festive season will begin. Our central feature this month 
focuses on getting ready for Christmas. The main thrust is on Christian 
preparations, and we are grateful to the Church leaders and parishioners 
who have kindly sent us contributions. But let us not forget people of 
other faiths - for example, this is also the lead-in to Chanukah, the 
Jewish Festival Of Lights - and those who are of no faith at all but who 
want to banish the dark and cold of midwinter with light, warmth and 
feasting, as has been done throughout the centuries. 

Below, St. Dominic’s School Choir

Season of goodwill?
We all know that not everyone is looking forward to the 
midwnter season. As the recession deepens, many must 
be wondering how they will cope financially and some 
are in despair over how to pay fuel bills - particularly if 
the snowy weather returns - or even how to keep a roof 
over their heads. Others will be facing the holiday on 
their own, some not through their own choice - perhaps 
after a bereavement. 

The major charities will be running appeals through 
national newspapers, but there are many opportunities 
for local giving too. For instance, if you are one 
of the lucky ones getting a cold weather payment 
who are well enough off to have no real need of it, 
Nailsworth and its locality has plenty of good causes 
that the money could help. There is our Youth Club, 
the Subscription Rooms, Wood U Waste, Stroud 
Women’s Refuge and Nailsworth Old People’s 
Welfare Committee, to name but a few. Why not 
google them for details, or else find your own cause to 
support?
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Christmas services for Churches 
Together in Nailsworth
Sunday Dec 18th
10.30am Festival Service at Christ Church
6.00pm Town Carol Service at St George’s
Saturday Dec 24th 
4.00pm Christingle Service at St. George’s
6.30pm Family Service at Christ Church
11.00pm Carols at Priory Church
11.45pm Midnight Mass at Priory 
Church
11.00pm Midnight Service at St. 
George’s
Sunday Dec 25th 
9.15am & 10.30am Quaker 
Meeting House
9.30am Eucharist at St. George’s 
10.30am Family Celebration at 
Christ Church
11.00am Mass at Priory Church

Preparing for Christmas
My friend always buys her Christmas presents in the 
January Sales. She stocks up on ‘smellies’, scarves and 
assorted bric-a-brac and then fits people to the gifts: whereas I pride 
myself on shopping for the individual. 

The problem is that Nailsworth is so tempting. How can I resist 
buying that picture book for the baby, those elegant socks for my son, 
jewellery, torches, toys and chocolates for my nearest and dearest? 

Throughout the year I accumulate a small cupboard full of gifts 
which have been carefully chosen for each 
individual friend or family member. Then 
December arrives. I empty the cupboard and 
find that I have at least six items which will 
suit my son, several things for the eldest 
granddaughter and a book which was intended 
for... I just can’t remember! I have also 
forgotten that time has moved on. July’s toddler 
is now a feisty little girl; my daughter has 
adopted two cats, which makes the bird feeder 
inappropriate.

And I have to start again.
Luckily this is Nailsworth and I can.

Jenny Barnett, local resident

Christmas past and 
Christmas yet to come
The Priory Church of the 
Annunciation, Woodchester
The representation of the Nativity scene shown below forms part 
of the Altar frontal in the chapel of the Convent of Poor Clares, 
Woodchester. 2011 marked the departure of the Poor Clare Sisters 
and they continue to be sorely missed by the Catholic community 
of Woodchester, Nailsworth and the surrounding district. The loss 
will be particularly felt this Christmas by all of us accustomed to 
celebrating Midnight Mass in the Convent on Christmas Eve as 
guests of the Sisters.

It is remarkable 
to reflect that, until 
recently, this Altar 
and its chapel had 
been the focus of 
uninterrupted daily 
devotion since 1860. 
The banner carried 
aloft by the Angels 
proclaims: Gloria 
in excelsis Deo et in 
terra pax hominibus 

(bonae voluntatis)... (‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good will’ (Luke 2: 8-9; 13-14)).

The second picture, below, is the same subject but from a 
very different world - as Lottie, Bea and Esme (the cat) prepare 
our Travelling Crib from the Priory Church of the Annunciation 
for departure on its journey from South Woodchester. It began its 
journey of visitation on Sunday 27th November. 27 families will 
play host to it and each day one family delivers it to the next. On 
entering each house, a service of welcome is conducted over it to 
mark the journey of the Holy Family. The journey finishes with the 
Crib’s return to the Priory Church at 11.00am Mass on Christmas 
morning, signifying Mary and Joseph’s arrival in Bethlehem.

This tradition might appear straightforward. However, given 
the wide area our Parish covers, some of the journeys can be quite 
heroic. Last year, one was conducted on foot from Amberley 
to the top of 
Nailsworth 
through deep 
snow – there 
being no 
alternative 
method!

Christopher 
Jay
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Nailsworth MOT Centre 

Book MOTs online at 
www.nailsworthmotcentre.co.uk 

Tel: 01453 836816 
Unit 6, Inchbrook Trading Estate, Bath Road, Woodchester, Stroud GL5 5EY

Car Servicing Specialists

A Hearing Aid Service 
at 

Baileys Opticians
A name you can trust.

Free hearing tests. 

Repairs to all makes.

Advice on the latest digital 

aids and free 30 day trials.

7 Old Market, Nailsworth 
01453 834339

17 High Street, Stonehouse 
01453 823399

Vintage & Collectables Fair takes off
Nailsworth's very first Vintage and Collectables Fair on 4th 
November was a huge success, with over 100 people attending 
on a very wet day. Due to the strong response, the next fair 
will be on the 2nd December at Nailsworth Town Hall. The 
number of stallholders has already tripled for December, with 
further interest being shown. 

The Fair provides a place where local people can sell 
items of interest at a low running cost. You can simply 
browse at your leisure, stop for a drink and food (provided by 

Scrumptious) and enjoy the company of 
local people. Larry Dyer and Andy from 
Andy's Attic would like to thank those 
who supported the event, the stallholders 
and also the Town Council for providing 
the perfect venue. They look forward to 
seeing you again on December 2nd and 
on every first Friday of the month from 
then on.   BA

Get knitting for Mother Goose
They’ve turned the corner – or rather the heel! Steffi Stern of 
Mother Goose in Market Street has a mega-project to knit a 
giant stocking. It uses ten strands of hand spun wool at a time 
on needles as thick as your thumb. There are lots of willing 
hands to take up the task. Steffi has provided the needles (see 
NN for June 2011) and the wool, lots of wool, rather more 
than she had estimated (!) but 
it’s all in aid of a good cause, 
‘Future Light Orphanage, 
Mae Sot, Thailand – about half 
a dozen of whom would fit in 
the stocking. She’s hoping to 
display the finished stocking at 
Christkindl and after that it will 
be available for Christmas parties 
etc. When people are doing 
something practical like this for 
a good cause, with a lot of hard 
work involved, they deserve our 
support.   BA

New gift shop - good taste and fun!
Two's Company is a National Giftware Brand which already 
has two very popular shops in Newark and Loughborough. 
Now they have come to us. Find them in the corner of 
Cossack Square / Market Street. The shop stocks a varied 
range of accessories for the home, with gifts for babies, 
children, teenagers and adults alike. Browse the picture 
frames, Murano and Venetian glass products, bathroom 
accessories, clocks, mirrors, candles, equestrian gifts - and 
there is much more. This is a seriously tempting shop! You 
could spend hours looking around and end up wanting to buy 
almost everything, such is the range of modern and classic 
products at very competitive prices. The space is light, airy 
and beautiful. It is easy to access everything and feels like 
walking into someone’s home. Why not drop in and have 
a look? As Isabel Rush (manager) says, ‘There is a broad 
range of goods to suit all, with tasteful items and plenty of fun 
goodies as well.’ I couldn’t agree more.

Two's Company is getting ready for Christmas so there 
will soon be a new range of seasonal gifts and ideas on offer. 

The shop 
is open 
Monday 
- Saturday 
9.30 - 
5.00. 
Contact 
839471. 

MS

HORSFALL HOUSE
Windmill Road, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Glos GL6 9EY Registered Charity No:  287479

A Purpose-built Nursing Home, 
Day Resource Centre and Home Care Provider

The Local Care Home for Local Older People
Home Care Services

 � Professional Help with Personal Care
 � Domestic Tasks 
 � Meals on Wheels

Day Centre Including Optional Transport
 � Home cooked lunch plus teas/coffees
 � Entertainment, Activities and Day Trips
 � Chiropody & Hairdressing, Assisted Bathing

Care Home providing General & Dementia Nursing Care
 � Registered Nurses on duty 24 hours a day
 � Care Assistants trained to NVQ levels 2 & 3 in Care
 � Respite support occasionally available

Informal visits welcome. If you require further information, please telephone us on: 01453 731227
Patron: HRH The Princess Royal
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PB Circuit Training
Have fun and 
give your body 
a great workout

• Small groups

• Safe controlled 
& effective exercise  
to suit all abilities

• Fast results

• Support & motivation

• Fun
nrpt

national register
of personal trainers

Visit www.personalbeststudio.co.uk or call 01453 873811 to book your place.
Email info@personalbeststudio.co.uk

Independent Estate Agents 
Residential Sales and Lettings 
14 Fountain Street, 

Nailsworth 
3 London Road, 

Stroud 

Sales: 01453 833747 
Lettings: 01453 833847 

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk 

Sales: 01453 766333 
 

stroud@peterjoy.co.uk 

Jane walks Great 
Wall for charity
Last month we told you about 
Jane Newman’s expedition 
to China to walk the Great 
Wall in aid of the Alzheimer’s 
Society. She says, ‘Mission 
accomplished. It was the 
biggest physical challenge I 
have ever undertaken, but so 
rewarding.’ The party spent 
five days on the wall, each day 
offering new challenges. Some 
of the stages were on parts of 
the wall well restored – and 
full of tourists; other days were 
on ruinous stretches, where 
they had the wall or at least the 
narrow ledges and finger holds 

which passed for the track to 
themselves. Of course, bed-
and-breakfast involved climbs 
down from the wall to the 
valley bottom - with the same 
climbs up in the morning to 
start the next day’s stage. The 
wall itself involves steep climbs 
up and down, with ‘steps’, often 
as high as your knee. One day 
involved a non-stop climb of 
423 of these steps to a summit 
from which they were allowed 
to descend by cable car or 
toboggan. Jane opted for the 
toboggan – only to be flagged 
down for speeding! 

Much more could be told 
about what was obviously the 
experience of a lifetime – and 
there’s another whole story 

about the theft of purse, 
money, credit cards and then 
her passport and the fun 
and games with the police, 
embassy, passport office, visa 
departments and so on. Jane 
hopes to have raised almost 
£5,000 for the Alzheimer’s 
Society. If you’d like to help 
push it over that figure, find 
her in the Chamberlains 
Nailsworth Mills Estate 
Office.

BA

Going away? 
Need someone to look after your chickens for you?
Let your brood be comfortably and securely cared 
for in ‘owner groups’ using our new fleet of easy 
clean eco hen houses and runs. Collection service 

now available. For more information contact 
Sarah on 01453 547666 or visit  

www.hillcrest-hennery.co.uk

Business bits and pieces
Our piece about Five Valleys Leisure in Fountain 
Street (‘we fear the worst’) obviously did the trick 
because after the paper had gone to the printers and 
before it hit the streets the shop was (and is) very much 
open, with a very topical display of warm clothing for 
the almost-with-us winter.

The long closed 
take-away next 
to the Passage 
to India is being 
refitted to open as 
a Kebab and Pizza 
take-away. It will be opening soon – no doubt in time 
for Christmas.

Catherine Kinzett’s Arts & Crafts 
for Sale, in Glenholme, also got off 
to a good start on November 15th; 
it runs Tuesdays to Saturdays, 10 
am to 5 pm, until December 17th. 
There are some lovely things on 
display, well worth a look. Clare 
Herrington (who sold ‘White 
Buffalo’ a couple of years ago) 
was minding the shop when we 
went in. Clare may be going to join 

Catherine in the ‘One Fat Quarter’ enterprise.
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FOR A FAST CURE
Call Tom Seed

THE VAC
DOCTOR

01453 834700
or 07773397832

Cleaner laid low...?
... We’ll soon have it

up and running.

FREE
Collection & Return

Vac Doctor 60 x 90.indd   1 13/02/2011   20:21

Minding our own business
Local restaurant helps children's 
charity
The Wild Garlic Restaurant, in Cossack Square, 
recently opened its doors to host a fundraising - and 
tastebud-tingling - wine and cheese evening to raise 
money for Kingfishers, run by Action for Children. 
The project provides accommodation for seven young 
people with learning disabilities, helping them to 
develop the skills necessary to live either independently, 
or with limited support, after their placement at 
the project. Hannah, who with husband Matthew 
Beardshall owns and run Wild Garlic said, 'Supporting 
the local community is incredibly important to us. 
Kingfishers really struck a chord with me. My sister 
has cerebral palsy, and having support from a project 
like Kingfishers would have been so helpful to her as 
a child.' A combination of Emma Bradshaw’s Stroud 
Half Marathon sponsorship money and profits from 
the Cheese and Wine evening at Wild Garlic last 
night produced just over £1,200! Hannah says 'We are 
thrilled with this amount, which will help fund essential 

cookery skills courses 
at Kingfishers in 
Ebley'.

BA

The Steppes 
Residential 
Care Home  

 
Est 1981 

 
A small, warm and friendly care home for 

the elderly, in a peaceful corner of Cossack 
Square. With trained care staff giving 

around the clock personal care, we 
endeavour to meet our residents’ needs 

and ensure their happiness. 
 

For a brochure or to arrange a visit, please 
telephone Mrs Jo Smith 01453 832406  

Exciting range on offer at new shop 
in Day's Mill
After initial success in her shop in Tetbury, Libs Lewis 
(pictured below) has just launched a new shop here in Old 
Market under the name Sharland and Lewis Home. She is 
introducing a range of items including nostalgic stocking fillers 
(already selling fast), candles, soaps and room diffusers, design 
led Swedish homeware, vintage inspired and stylish stationery 
and classically familar lighting. The shop will also feature 
antiques, vintage items and recreated pieces from antiques to 
linens, vintage and contemporary, retro and industrial furniture, 
located in the sprawling historic mill which we know so well 
and which will be open Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 5.00pm.

Libs says, ‘I’m so excited to be launching the new brand in 
Nailsworth. We are offering the best in antiques and collectables 
old and new, and will feature wonderful and interesting 
treasures that I’ve found during my travels through France, 
Portugal, Spain, Morocco and 
Bali. I love the mix of old 
and new, and we reflect this 
creative and inspiring mix.’ 
Her passion is to source items 
that offer a liveable, accessible, 
informal, sometimes humorous 
addition to the home. Vintage 
French textiles sit alongside 
retro stationery, with classically 
styled twists on everything 
from toothbrushes to gardening 
tools. A key new offering will 
be unique Balinese boats - Libs 
found the pieces on a trip to 
Bali last summer, and will be the first UK 
importer of these pieces.

There is space available to rent for 
people selling antiques or other goods, 
and next year will bring additional ‘guest’ 
traders and artisans offering the best of 
their individual ranges.  Contact Libs on 
833123 for more information or call in and 
just enjoy this feast to the eye.

MS
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Dying without a Will. Now that’s a real tragedy.

David Martin, local consultant,
Steele Rose & Co

01453 836699 07973 405997
dcmartin@hotmail.co.uk
www.steelerose.co.uk

Members of the Society of Will Writers

My name is David Martin and I’m the local 
consultant for one of the UK’s premier profes-
sional Home Visit Will Writers. I have 28 years’ 
experience advising clients on personal financial 
matters and specialising in Wills.
Writing a Will is easier and cheaper than you 
think and ensures that your wishes are carried 
out efficiently. If you would like to redraft an 
existing Will, discuss your Will arrangements, 
Lasting Powers of Attorney or other associated 
legal services, at a mutually convenient time 
in the comfort and privacy of your own home, 
please contact me.

Surgery, Felling & Stump Removal
Pruning and Hedge Trimming 

Debris Recycling 
Full Consultancy Service, Free Quotations

Your local tree experts  

for over 25 years

Tel: 01285 760466 Aston Down, Stroud GL6 8GATel: 01285 760466 Aston Down, Stroud GL6 8GA

THE PC DOCTOR
  Computer slow?  

  Won’t start up? Virus?   
  Can’t get on the Internet?   
  Mysterious redirection to   

  spam websites?   
 Lost all your holiday pictures?

  PC and laptop repairs by   
  professionally trained   
  computer engineer  

  over 15 years’ experience.  
  Repairs from £20, no VAT   

  FREE ESTIMATES   
  NO PARKING PROBLEMS   

  01453 839008 / 07946 397 317  
  mail@rogerfenton.com  

Roger Fenton BSc, 
Professional Computer Engineer

Looking slim for Christmas
The idea of looking 
a few pounds 
slimmer is one that 
probably appeals 
to many of us, and 
an interesting line 
of clothing from 
And Clothes in 
Market Street may 
be able to help. 
Jan Gallie, the 
proprietor (pictured) 
is featuring her 
special brand of 

jeans, 'Not Your Daughter's Jeans,' which are 
billed as aiming to make you look a dress size 
smaller. Available in high quality blue or black 
denim, with boot or straight legs and from sizes 
6 to 18, they are marketed as being wonderfully 
comfortable, but also as truly shaping and 
slimming the body. And here's the other good 
news; Jan is selling them at a 10% price cut until 
Christmas. The shop is open from 10am to 5pm 
for 6 days a week, so why not call in, try a pair 
on and see if the magic works for you?

Errors
There are two corrections to make to our last edition. The first is that the gifted 
local photographer who took the hot air balloon picture that we featured on our 
cover is Shirley Russell not Mary, so she has our apologies. Secondly, sharp-eyed 
Latin scholars among you have correctly pointed out that we mistranslated ‘mens 
sana in corpore sano’, which actually means 'a healthy mind in a healthy body.' 
Thanks for keeping us up to the mark.

GOLDEN STONES
ARDENING

Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping

Trees, Hedges, Patios, Paving,  
Decking, Turfing & Fencing

For a free estimate contact  
Chris Blackwell

on 07939 101520 or 01453 835032

www.goldenstonesgardening.co.uk

Nigglesworth
We have had a despairing complaint aimed at the thieves who target the 
cash machine outside the Co-operative. STOP! You have broken into this  
very useful facility three times now and not made a penny for your efforts. 
Have you noticed that it took longer to repair this time? That is because it 
was being armour-plated. It is 
impregnable - so leave it alone!.

NN needs young voice
We lost our last youth reporter when he finished his A-levels, which 
means that we are missing the perspective that a younger voice can give 
to this paper. Is anyone out there of school age interested in trying their 
hand at doing some journalism for the Nailsworth News? If there are 
things you would like to write, or news from the town that you are keen 
to report on, now is your opportunity. It would be great experience for 
you if you are intending to do anything related to marketing or journalism 
once you leave school, and we would be pleased to give you all the help 
you need. Email editor@nailsworthnews.com or ring 833092 to find out 
more. 

Montgomery Foot Health
Clinics at Nailsworth Natural Health Centre 

alternate Saturdays from 1st October
Catherine Montgomery MSPRAC DipCFHP

Mobile services also available
01453 884331  07970 550076

info@catherinemontgomery.co.uk  
www.montgomeryfoothealth.co.uk



Coming events

www.wspsolicitors.com
Cossack Square, Nailsworth Tel: 01453 832566

For you
• Conveyancing
• Divorce/Separation & Children
• Wills, Trusts, Probate & Inheritance Tax
• Advice for the Elderly
• Mental Health & Deputyship
• Accident & Disease Claims
• Disputes/Litigation
• Crime & Motoring
• Employment

For your business
• Buying & Selling Businesses
• Business & Property Disputes
• Debt Recovery
• Commercial Property
• Landlord & Tenant
• Agriculture
• Employment 
• Charities

S O L I C I T O R SWSP STROUD  DURSLEY  NAILSWORTH

The  
solution could  
be just a phone 

call away! 

For Adults, Mothers, Babies & Children

CranioSacral Therapy
Non-manipulative, non-invasive treatment option for

Stress  Injuries  Anxiety  Trauma  Autism

Millie Wood Swanepoel RCST 
Information & Bookings: 07754 182082
m.wood.swanepoel@googlemail.com

www.milliewoodswanepoel.com

Nailsworth

Health Centre
See Website for Special Offers  

on EFT, Hot Stone and Rhythmical Massage
Acupuncture • Alexander Technique  

Allergy Testing & Nutrition • Bowen Therapy  
Buqi Healing & Plant Spirit Medicine  

Craniosacral Therapy • Cranial Osteopathy  
Chiropody • Counselling & Psychotherapy  

Emotional Freedom Therapy • Homoeopathy  
Hypnotherapy • Massage (various)  

Reflexology • McTimoney Chiropractic  
Medical Herbalism • Shiatsu • Spiritual Healing

Tel: 01453 836066
Smith House, George Street, 

Nailsworth, GL6 0AG
www.nailsworthnaturalhealth.co.uk

Nailsworth Film Society events
On Friday 6th January 2012, the Film Society will be 
showing ‘Potiche' (Trophy 
wife) - 2010, 103 mins, cert. 
15, French with subtitles. This 
is billed as a fabulously kitsch 
farce - elegant, ironic French fun. 
Catherine Deneuve, a provincial 
70s housewife, is forced to take 
over the running of her husband’s 
family when he is kidnapped by 
his workforce. She must work 
alongside the local union leader, 
Gerard Depardieu, who is also an 
old flame. In a wonderful pastiche 
of 70s style the unlikeliest couple in French Cinema are 
having a ball. 

Then on 27th of January 'Another Year' will be 
screened - 2010, 129 mins, cert. 12. It is directed by the 
incomparable Mike Leigh, and we are told that it is an 
ensemble piece depicting several characters over the 

seasons of a single year. In 
this richly philosophical and 
superbly acted film there is a 
powerful charge of thought, 
experience and bitter wit; what 
makes it resound so tellingly is 
the sense of time. Mike Leigh 
and his faithful band of actors 
are at their very best.

Both films will be screened 
at Nailsworth Primary School, 
opening 7.30 for 8. For further 
information, contact Krissy 
Spencer on 835594.

Christmas Bazaar to put a smile on 
a child’s face...
We take our hats off to the 
group of people who are busy 
raising funds for The Smile 
Train. This excellent charity 
corrects cleft palates in babies. 
It is a very worthwhile and 
practical way of making a 
huge difference in someone's 
life, through childhood and 
adulthood.

 Why not do your bit by going along to the seasonal Coffee 
Morning & Christmas Bazaar to support this work? It will 
be held at the Mortimer Rooms on Saturday 3rd December, 
9.30am to 12.30. You will be able to enjoy a lucky dip, buy 
gifts or cakes, and indulge in tea, coffee and biscuits. There 
will be no admission 
charge. Please take 
time to drop in, and 
remember that your 
small purchase will 
do something that is 
not small at all - help 
a child to regain its 
life. 

PARTY YOURSELF INTO SHAPE
Come and join me for the Latin-inspired, easy to follow, calorie-

burning, dance fitness party, ALL fitness levels welcome:
Monday: 6 -7 pm Nailsworth Primary School

Thursday: 10.30 - 11.25  The Boys Club, Nailsworth
Friday: 6 -7 pm Nailsworth Primary School

Zumba Gold, for beginners, the older active adult,  
those returning to exercise:

Thursday: 11.30 - 12.15  The Boys Club, Nailsworth
ALL CLASSES £5 PAY AS YOU GO

for more information please call Ruth King on 07734 886275. For 
all other class times and venues, please visit www.pts4u.org.uk

18
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10 January 

7 February 

6 March 

3 April 

1 May 

12 June 

3 July 

7 August 

4 September 

2 October 

6 November 

4 December 

Stroud District Council and JobCentre Plus hold 

monthly drop-in surgeries at the Arkell Centre in 

Forest Green for all residents in the Nailsworth area 

- no appointment is necessary! 

If you are looking for advice on benefits, housing,  

jobs and training, or on antisocial behaviour issues,  

you are very welcome to drop in to any of our surgeries 

in 2012. Open 9am to 12 noon 

Surgery dates for 2012 

Visit our shop -
through the wrought iron gates 
in Morrisons Car Park, or park 
outside the shop in the estate

Choose from 500 mouldings,  
200 mount colours and  
many ready-made frames 

Turn your favourite photo into a full 
size canvas - stretched or framed!

We’ll be glad to help you find a great 
solution for all your framing needs!

unit 42 nailsworth mills estate
nailsworth, stroud, gl6 0bs

01453 836134 

picture  
framers

Nailsworth Primary School win 
trophy
Nailsworth 
Primary 
School recently 
played against 
Woodchester, 
Cranham and the 
Rosary, at Leonard 
Stanley Primary 
School, in the Finals 
of the District 
6-a-Side Football 
Tournament. They 
were competing for 
the Ian Hutchings 
Shield, in an event 
that has been 
held since 1988, 
and as last year’s 
winners they were 
determined to retain 
their title. 

The matches 
were of a very high standard, with tremendous skills and team 
work. Nailsworth played some outstanding football, passing 
the ball well and involving all squad members. In their opening 
game they scored 4 goals against Cranham, with Jordan 
Newman scoring a hat trick. The second match, against a strong 
Woodchester team, was very close with both teams defending 
strongly and strikers hitting some amazing shots. Nailsworth 
eventually managed to win 1 – 0. The final match was against 
Rosary, and to draw or win would let Nailsworth retain the trophy. 
Finlay Byrnes lead from the front, playing a real captain’s role 
by encouraging everyone. Mac Clark, Nailsworth’s goalie, made 
a spectacular save and star defender Henry Whalley worked 

wonders to keep the final score at 0–0. 
They had done enough to be 

Champions again. Congratulations to 
Nailsworth Primary for being the first 
team ever to win the competition on two 
consecutive years!

Above: Nailsworth team with the Ian Hutchings 
Shield. Back row L – R: Mac Clark, Henry 

Whalley, Jake King, Ryan Griffiths. Front row 
L - R: Bobbie Mayo, Jordan Newman, Finlay 

Byrnes, Marshall Stokes

Get into the Christmas mood at 
Newmarket Fete
It is good to 
hear that the 
Newmarket 
Christmas 
Fete is back 
again. It 
will be on 
Sunday 18th 
December at 
The George 
Inn from 4.30 
- 7pm. Go 
along to hear 
Christmas music by the wonderful Nailsworth Silver 
Band, to browse loads of stalls and to enjoy the vibes (the 
atmosphere just before Christmas is perfect for getting 
everyone into the right spirit.) Parking is not always easy, 
so why not leave the spare spaces for the elderly and 
disabled and take a gentle walk instead? (Come to think 
of it, Nailsworth seems to be full of octogenerians hiking 
around, so if they can do it, the rest of us surely can!) 

Assistance with tables and stalls is always needed, 
so if you can lend a hand please contact Jo or Fiona on 
07581 333290. Help is also needed to secure the future 
of this much-loved event. Are there any volunteers in 
Newmarket who would be interested in taking on the 
challenge of organising it next year? It will probably 
be held over the June Bank Holiday, due to the Queen's 
Diamond Jubilee, and some of the current group will be 
away. If you could help, please call Fiona on the number 
given above or email newmarketfete@aol.co.uk.

MS

RSPCA South Cotswolds Branch Charity No. 207006
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Come and visit our fantastic shop at 2 Market Street, Nailsworth
We sell a superb range of  

• clothing • china • books • household items
  We are in URGENT need of good quality, saleable donations!  

Volunteers Needed
If you have a few hours to spare each week,  

come and join our friendly team and help make a difference to local animals
  Special Sunday Donation Day - 20th November, 11.00 am – 1.00 pm  

For more information contact Andy or Kathryn on 01453 835814
The RSPCA South Cotswolds Branch receives no external funding and raises all funds used to support its work from within the local community.

Help us to support local animal welfare.
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WILLIAM’S FOODHALL & OYSTER BAR
We will be selling Judy Goodman’s wonderful Free Range Geese and Bronze 
Turkeys again this Christmas. They are all reared in lovely pastures at Great 

Witley, Worcestershire, and I go up there each year to collect them in time for 
the big day!! So please order early!! The shop will be full of serious ingredients 

for serious cooks as well as lots of things for those who don’t cook!! So do 
come on in and help us celebrate our 36th year on the corner!! 

Oyster Bar still astonishing people with value and taste!!!

3 FOUNTAIN STREET NAILSWORTH  
www.williamsfoodhall.co.uk  01453 83 22 40

THE COMPLETE  
DECORATING SERVICE

Painting & decorating  
undertaken by  

a dedicated female team

Advice on colours and soft furnishings 
Suppliers of fabrics,  

flooring & accessories 
Inside Out offers practical & affordable  

interior solutions
	 Jane	 Fiona
	 07766	712066	 01249	783636
	 	 07909	542990

www.inside-outdecorating.co.uk

MUSIC           Chesapeake Bay 
   Friday 9 December 8pm £7 / £5  
 

STORYTELLING  with Fiona Eadie  Sat 17 Dec 10.30am £3 / £4 / £10 
 

EXHIBITIONS Cornucopia  
10am—5pm daily Vibrant craftwork Ends Sun 18 Dec 
 

WORKSHOPS  Felt, Rag Rugs, Plant Dyes with Margaret Docherty  
  Sat 10 Dec 10am—4pm   Call 01453 833320 for booking  

 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS Christmas Market 
   Sat 3 Dec 10am—4pm  
   With children’s storytelling at 11am, 1pm and 3pm  
 

   Christmas Music and Singing 
   Sunday 18 December  
 

For January events please check our website www.rmet.org.uk    

RUSKIN MILL Old Bristol Road Nailsworth GL6 0LA   
information & booking 01453 837537  

Wayne Pitcher - one to watch
‘You wait for ages for one bus to turn up and suddenly 
two appear!’ The first bus, in last month's NN, was Scott 
Fruin; the second is Wayne Pitcher, a young Nailsworth 
bodybuilder with a story to tell. 

As a former local footballer and youth player with 
Shortwood Utd, Wayne had to retire after major knee 
surgery. To keep in shape, he took up fitness training 
at The Fitness Mill in Thrupp (where he now works as 

an instructor.) It was 
suggested that he needed 
a goal beyond fitness - 
hence the bodybuilding. 

Wayne went to Sir 
William Romney’s, 
then achieved a BTech. 
Nat. Dip. in Sports 
and Exercise Science 
at Cirencester College 
and is now studying 
at the University of 
Glamorgan for a Masters 
in Chiropractic Degree. 
The course covers a wide 
spectrum of health and 
medical learning, with 
a particular focus on 

conditions and injuries concerning the spine, which is what 
he wants to do as a professional career.

A member of the British Natural Boybuilding Federation, 
Wayne recently came second at his first competition, in 
Manchester. Competitions involve posing, symmetry, size 
of muscle, definition etc and take place in front of hundreds 
of people. His next will be in July 2012 in the Welsh 
Championship. He is now in the top 8 in the country for his 
age class. As with Scott, his diet leading up to a competition 
is strict and his training hard - 5 days a week of gruelling 
1 hour weight-lifting sessions. He owes much to Sunshine 
Health Shop in Stroud for their sponsorship and support 
(more sponsorship is always helpful.)

Asked why he uses fake tan, he answered with a laugh, 
‘Everyone wants to know that. It is to show off and highlight 
body definition under the powerful lights on stage. I would 
rather get a real tan on the beach!’ 

For more 
information or to 
offer help, call 
Wayne on 07917 
114555 or find him 
through FaceBook. 
He will always 
answer messages.

MS

Update on our other 
Nailsworth bodybuilder...
Scott Fruin has won 
his class in the NPA 
British National Finals 
and also won the 
lightweight Novice 
Class - well done!
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Founded in 1900, 
Shortwood United 

is one of Nailsworth’s 
oldest sporting 
establishments and 
has had a glorious 
history. It is presently 
sited at the top of the 
Newmarket valley, the 
fourth venue since 1972 
and now its established 
home. Floodlights were 
installed in 1989 to meet FA standards and possible 
future promotions; also, enhanced changing rooms, 
a hard surface practice area, improved seating in the 
stands and an award-winning pitch.

League football started in the Stroud League, 
with promotions quickly following. In 1981 the team 
reached the Hellenic League, where they remain to 
this day. GFA Cups and other trophies for this level 
have been won many times over the years (including 
a famous treble) and also at the end of last season. 
Promotion out of the division has been very close 
recently, missing out on goal difference. 

The high standard of the football required by 
Manager John Evans 
(pictured left) is clear. 
Shortwood is well regarded 
for its professional approach 
to matches and the quality of 
play and goals. Very rarely 
will the team not hit the 
target.

The club is not just about 
football. From the moment 
you enter the 
ground there is 

a genuine warmth about the place. It has 
been managed by the Webb and Grant 
families since the 1950s, and the

2 AA Rosettes & 
Recommended in the 

Michelin Guide

3 Cossack Square 
Nailsworth  
GL6 0DB

01453 832615  
info@wild-garlic.co.uk 
www.wild-garlic.co.uk 

• Monthly Changing Lunch & Dinner Menus  
Featuring the Best Local & Seasonal Produce

• A New Indulgent Five Course Tasting Menu (dinner only)
•Weekly Changing Traditional Sunday Roast

•Christmas & New Year Menus Online Now!

Shortwood Utd - a special feature

Assente Assists
Have you lost some of your zest for life?
Do you miss doing the things you used to take for granted?
Fancy learning or trying something new?

We offer tailored and trustworthy, pay-as-
you-go services that help people get on with 
identifying and doing the things they love 
doing. And we only charge £15 an hour.
01452 544 063   www.assenteassists.co.uk

family and friendly 
ethos is clear. Paul 
Webb (below) is 
always on the gate 
with a cheery smile 
and greeting, and he 
doubles up as club 
treasurer. Muriel and 
Wendy Meredith 
(below left) staff the 
new food kiosk, with 
local beefburgers and 

chips being the favourite. There is tea and 
hot drinks in real mugs! Where else do 
you get that treatment today?

The Clubhouse itself is a great venue. 
8 skittle teams regularly compete in it, and 
there is a warm and cosy bar and sitting 
area. You can even watch all the sports 
results and more on the giant TV if you 
have the urge. Chris Rivers and Leanna 

Grant 
(bottom 
right) 
run the 
bar - a great place for a friendly tipple.
The Clubhouse is available for hire for 
any style of function and licensed for 
the general public Monday - Saturday 7 
- 11pm, Sundays 2 - 4pm and earlier on 
match days.

The club has fete days to raise 
funds for local charities; for instance, 

the annual golf days and classic car days are always well supported and 
enjoyed. In recent months there has been a popular Kiddies Kickabout 

on Sundays (10 - 11 
am) and the aim is 
soon to have teams for 
a mini league for 4 - 11 
year olds. Players and 
coaches are urgently 
needed - call Simon 
Grant on 07966 37330) 
for more information 
or to offer of help. 

For general 
information and 
bookings, contact 
Paul Webb on 
833936 (there is an 
answerphone). 

 MS

Below, the first ever photo of the team, dating from 1900.
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Sport
Robby the robot joins Phoenix
At the time of writing, our ‘A’ team are sitting ten points clear of our ‘B’ team at 
the top of division two. Our ‘C’ team are second in division four but when they 
have played their games in hand they should also be top of their division with 
our remaining two teams involved in a mid table tussle! And our juniors have 
just started in the youth league and have a 50% record after the first week.

Our latest recruit is ‘Robby’ the robot, who although he has only been with 
us for a couple of weeks has shown relentless stamina and consistency of shot. 
He is a twin headed German machine, and should prove to be a great coaching 
aid for both the seniors and juniors. So if you would like to join them or try 
your luck against ‘Robby’, why not come along any Tuesday night between 
7 and 10pm or Saturday morning between 10 and 12 noon.? We play at the 
Nailsworth Subscription Rooms and would love to see you. For more information ring me on 885393 or visit our website 
www.nailsworthphoenix.co.uk.          Andy Hammond

Taverners
The Indian summer that kept us in shorts and flip-
flops throughout October coincided with a resurgence 
in form which saw a couple of excellent victories in 
the league to lift us towards mid-table, along with a 
good win away at Berkeley in the GFA Challenge 
Trophy. The significance of that win became apparent 
when the draw for the third round was made and we 
found ourselves at home to our greatest local rivals, 
Shortwood. Due to Shortwood’s success in the FA 
Vase, this match has been postponed. Follow the local 
press and club website (http://www.taverners.com) 
for the new date, when a large crowd is expected at 
the Nailsworth Recreation Centre for what will be one 
of the great local derbies. The Reserves meanwhile 
have gone quietly about their business with a string of 
victories which has taken them to the next rounds in 
the County and Charity Cups and to the top of Stroud 
League 2. Well done everyone!
  Len Keating

Face 
in the 
crowd
Is 
this 
YOU?
If so, you 
qualify for 
a FREE 
ground 
pass to FGR’s next Home 
match. Just call in at the Club 
Office with a copy of this 
paper. (Brought to you by NN 
in association with FGRFC).

Tue 6th December - 7.45pm

Sat 17th December - 3pm

Sun 1st January - 3pm

*Standing prices

Tamworth

Lincoln City

Kidderminster Harriers

NEW Family Ticket - Only £20
A massive saving of £16 for 2 adults and 2 children

Al Bangura, Midfielderwww.forestgreenroversfc.com

01453 834860
The New Lawn, Another Way, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0FG

Experience the New Lawn this Christmas

Family Tickets can be purchased for the forthcoming games:

Family Tickets are available from the reception at FGR or visit the clubs 
website to download an application form and for all the latest fixture news. C
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Cossack Dancer in 
Cossack Square...
It is hoped that locally trained point 
to pointer Cossack Dancer will be 
entered for the Barbury Castle point to 
point on 3rd December. He is proudly 
owned by Kate and Norman Kay, and 
they have high hopes for an exciting 
season with this their first racehorse. 
Cossack Dancer has already run under 
rules. He came third at Aintree in 
the Beecher Chase over the Grand 
National fences, so pointing should be 
just a walk in the park for him! 
(Below: Cossack Dancer in his namesake 
Square with owner Kate Kay, work rider 
Holly Bevan and trainer Chris Bevan). 
   MS
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Regular weekly events
December/January 2011

Iyengar Yoga, Mortimer Rooms, 7.30pm-9pm. Info Alison 
Griffin 752249
Nailsworth Community Workshop evening class, Sub Rooms/
Old Boys’ Club 7.30-9pm. £5 + cost of materials. Age 14 
upwards. Info Pam Brown 07971 737626
Pilates, Arkell Community Centre. 6.30 and 7.45pm mixed 
ability. Info Jo 873229
Brownies, Arkell Community Centre, 6-7.15pm. Info Debbie 832628

T
hu

Taiji Wuxigong, Christ Church Hall, 9.30-11am, donations 
only. Info Poh Eng 836425
Croc‘N’Roll children’s music class (6 mths-4 yrs), FGR Football 
Club, 10.00am. £3.50 per class. Info Stephanie Urquhart 07957 
235413 or stephanie@crocnroll.co.uk. Term time only
Forest Green Senior Citizens’ Club, Arkell Community 
Centre, 2pm. 1.50 per session. Info Dave Boulton 833411
Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 5.45-7.15pm and 7.30-9pm. Info 
Sally Deacon 751937
Pilates (experienced and beginners), Mortimer Room, 6.30 
and 8.00pm. Info Bea 07717 472129

Fr
i

Country Market, Mortimer Room, 8.45-11am
Pilates, Arkell Community Centre, 9.45 & 11 am. Info Jo 873229
Nailsworth Community Workshop session for home educated 
children 7 yrs upwards. 9-11am and 11.30am-1.30pm. £10 
per session. Info Pam Brown 07971 737626
Little Angels, Singing and Music for Parents & Toddlers, 
St. Georges Church, 9.30-10am
Singing Sisters, songs from around the world for Mothers and 
children, 10-11.30am. Info Bella 835923
Playcircle, Christ Church Rooms, 10.30-11.30am. Creative play 
session for parents and children under 3’s. Term time only. £3.50 
per adult (taster free) inc. free tea and cake. Info 07930 136075
Archive Office open, Town Hall, 10 am-12 noon
Awareness through movement - Feldenkrais method. Sawyer 
Hall, 11am. Info Iraina 832027
Table Tennis for all, Subscription Rooms, 10.00 am – 12 
noon. First session free

M
on

Yoga (gentle class), Christ Church Hall, 11.15am-12.45. Info Sally 
Deacon 751937

Taiji & Qi Gong exercise classes, Nailsworth Town Hall, 9.30 am, 
10.45am, 12 noon. £6. Info Jeff Docherty 07970 303694
Archive Office open, Town Hall, 10am-12 noon
Buddhist Meditation, Friends Meeting House, 7.15pm. Suggested 
donation £3. Info James 07867 767605

Pacerpole walking for posture (approx 1–1½ hr). Meet Library 
2pm. Info Pam Browne 832907. Pacerpoles provided. Charge £3

Aerobics & Body Conditioning, Christ Church Hall, 9.30am and 
7.15pm. Info Tina 753895

Tu
e

Phoenix Playmates Mother and Toddler Group, Primary School 
Gym, 9-11am. Term time only. £2.50 per child. Info 833511

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 10-11.30am. Info Sally 
Deacon 751937
Nailsworth ‘Lightwaves’ Shintaido, Christ Church Hall, 1.30-3.30pm. 
Info David & Nagako Cooper 750598. 1st ‘taster’ session free

Health Walk (30-60 mins). Start Nailsworth Library, 2.00pm. Info 
832907
Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 6.30pm. Info Chris Hewett 834304
Circuit class, 7 – 8 pm, FGR Gym. Info Liam 07815 187632
Table Tennis for all, Subscription Rooms, 7.30–10.00pm. First 
session free

W
ed

Forest Green Residents Association Drop In session, The Arkell 
Centre, 8.30 – 11 am
Pilates on the Ball, Christ Church Hall, 9.30am. Info Tina 753895

Croc‘N’Roll children’s music class (6 mths-4 yrs), FGR Football 
Club, 10.00am. £3.50 per class. Info Stephanie Urquhart 07957 
235413 or stephanie@crocnroll.co.uk. Term time only

Stroud Valleys NCT Bumps and Babies Coffee Morning, Tubby’s 
Café, Waterside, 10am-12 noon. Info 08442 436286

Stroud Valleys Credit Union, Arkell Community Centre, 2,30-
4pm. Info 298785 or www.svcu.org.uk.

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 7-8.30pm. Info Sally Deacon 751937 Sa
t

W
ed

	 Your	local	florist		 01453	836714		 5a Fountain St, Nailsworth GL6 0BL



December
2 Fri Vintage & Collectables Fair, Town Hall, 10 am – 3 

pm
Film Club The Illusionist, Nailsworth Primary School, 
7.30 for 8 pm

3 Sat Taverners v Shortwood Utd (GFA Cup), Primary 
School, 1.30 pm
Stroud Choral Society, St. Georges Church, 7.30 pm , 
Tickets (£12, U18 £3) and Info 75339
Christmas Bazaar - coffee morning & gifts, with 
proceeds to ‘Smile Train’, Mortimer Room 9.30am to 
12.30pm

4 Sun Family Service, Nailsworth Primary School, 11 am. 
All welcome
Bristol Ensemble, Piano Concert, Christ Church, 3 pm

5 Mon M.E. Support Group, Scrumptious Café, 11 am. Info 
Richard 07814 223567
NSoc Arts, Crafts & Music Group + Local Studies 
Group, Christmas celebration, Parish Rooms, 7.30 pm

6 Tues SDC Tenant & Benefits Services & Job Centre Plus, 
Arkell Community Centre, 9 am – 12 noon. Info 834996
Advice to over 50’s on information & services 
available in rural areas, Arkell Community Centre, 
10.30 – 12 noon. Info Aileen Bendall 07810 630156
FGR v Tamworth, 7.45 pm

7 Wed Mobile Police Station in car park of current Police 
Station, 13.30 – 14.15
Flower Club Members Evening & Supper, Town Hall, 
7.30 pm

8 Thu Rotary Club meeting, FGR, 7 pm. Info Joan 
Goldsmith 885373
Mobile Police Station in car park of current Police 
Station, 13.30 – 14.15

9 Fri Horsley Christmas Concert with Thames Head 
Singers, St, Martin’s Parish Church, 7.30pm - tickets 
£7.50 concessions £5 from Horsley Community Shop

11 Sun Norton Wood Orchard Project working party. Meet 
Jovial Foresters car park, 2 pm. Info Marilyn Miles 
832974.
Churches Together Service, Arkell Community 
Centre, 6.30 pm. Info 834996

12 Mon Nailsworth Knitters, Arkell Community Centre, 10 
am – 12 pm. Info 834996
W.I. meeting, Parish Rooms,Christmas Party, 7.30 
pm, Info Rosemary Davis 833966

13 Tues Shortwood Utd v Wantage Town, 7.45 pm
14 Wed Nailsworth Valley Probus, Mortimer Room, 10 am. 

The Royal Flying Corps
15 Thu The Tinkers Knitting Group, Mother Goose (Market 

Street), 10 am – 12 noon, All welcome. Info 298725
Rotary Club Christmas Party, Egypt Mill, 7.30 pm. 
Info Joan Goldsmith 885373

17 Sat Farmers Market, Mortimer Gardens, 9 am – 1pm
Mobile Police Station in car park of current Police 
Station, 13.30 – 14.15
Taverners v Hanham Athletic, 2 pm
FGR v Lincoln City, 3 pm
Special Open Evening at The Jewellery Workshop, 
Church Street, 3 – 8 pm. Info 835296

18 Sun Bristol Ensemble, Carnival of Carols, Christ 
Church, 3 pm
Newmarket Christmas Fete, The George Inn, 4.30 
– 7 pm

20 Tue Trefoil Guild, Christmas Lunch, Info 873297
Town Council meeting, Town Hall, 7 pm

21 Wed Stroud & District Macular Society, Christ Church 
Hall, 10 am – 12 noon

27 Tue Taverners v Patchway, 2 pm

January
1 Sun FGR v Kidderminster, 3 pm
2 Mon Taverners v. Yate Town Res. 2 pm
5 Thu Rotary Club meeting, FGR, 7 pm. Info Joan 

Goldsmith 885373
6 Fri Vintage & Collectables Fair, Town Hall, 10 am – 3 

pm
Film Club Potiche (‘Trophy Wife’), Nailsworth 
Primary School, 7.30 for 8 pm

7 Sat NSoc Gardening Group Tea Party, Parish Rooms, 
3.30 pm

8 Sun Norton Wood Orchard Project working party. Meet 
Jovial Foresters car park, 2 pm. Info Marilyn Miles 
832974
Churches Together Service, Arkell Community 
Centre, 6.30 pm. Info 834996

9 Mon W.I. Lunch, Parish Rooms, 12 noon – 2 pm. Tickets 
£5 from Rosemary Davis, 833966
Nailsworth Knitters, Arkell Community Centre, 10 
am – 12 pm. Info 834996

10 Tue Jewellery-making classes start, Community 
Workshop at Sub Rooms, 12.30 – 2.30 pm and 7.30 
– 9.30 pm. Info 07971 737626 or 07765 411697

12 Thu The Tinkers Knitting Group, Mother Goose (Market 
Street), 10 am – 12 noon, All welcome. Info 
298725

13 Fri Mobile Police Station in car park of current Police 
Station, 13.30 – 14.15

15 Sun Bristol Ensemble Concert, Christ Church, 3 pm
17 Tue Town Council meeting, Town Hall, 7 pm
18 Wed Stroud & District Macular Society, Christ Church 

Hall, 10 am – 12 noon
19 Thu Rotary Club meeting, Egypt Mill, 7 pm. Info Joan 

Goldsmith 885373
Royal British Legion meeting, Social Club, 7.30 pm

21 Sat Taverners v Henbury Town, 2 pm
23 Mon Mobile Police Station in car park of current Police 

Station, 13.30 – 14.15
NSoc Theatregoers – Payment due for 
Neighbourhood Watch, Cheltenham on 25 February 
2012. Contact 833857

24 Tue FGR v Wrexham, 7.45 pm
25 Wed Alzheimer Café, Christ Church Rooms, 2 – 4pm. 

Info 834714
26 Thu The Tinkers Knitting Group, Mother Goose (Market 

Street), 10 am – 12 noon, All welcome. Info 
298725

27 Fri Film Club Another Year, Nailsworth Primary 
School, 7.30 for 8 pm

28 Sat Farmers Market, Mortimer Gardens, 9 am – 1pm
FGR v Fleetwood Town, 3 pm

February
1 Wed Flower Club, Town Hall, 7.30 pm, Sallying Forth
3 Fri Vintage & Collectables Fair, Town Hall, 10 am – 3 

pm
5 Sun Mobile Police Station in car park of current Police 

Station, 13.30 – 14.15

The next Nailsworth News will 
be published at the beginning of 

February 2012.

What’s On - Dec/Jan 2011-12
To include events, contact Tina on 835295 
or mail whatson@nailsworthnews.org.uk

February deadline – 15th January


