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Have you seen this man? Last 
spotted on a comfy (but cold) bench in 

a Nailsworth garden in 2010.
Described as a cool individual named Mr. S. Man 

and known to have some association with another 
character with a bushy beard and red coat. This latter 
individual is also missing, last seen 25th December 
2011 though is rumoured to be making a further 
appearance shortly.  

Mr. Man was known to be losing weight sometime 
around early January and he then disappeared 
completely. If you know when he may be appearing 
again can you please tell Mr. Met Office since he 
could do with the advise.
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Nailsworth 
 News

Nailsworth Noël 
As you know there will be no Chriskindl 

this year but there will be Nailsworth Noël. 
This will take the form of an extension of the 
Farmers Market on December 22nd. There’ll 
be extra stalls (including a hog roast, mulled 
cider and roasted chestnuts) and events put on 
by shops, including face painting at the Little 
Laundrette, guess the weight of a Christmas cake 
at NomNom, port and stilton and a silent auction 
at the RSPCA. The 
Enchanted Toyshop 
will be hosting 
Father Christmas in 
his grotto, all linked 
by a Treasure Trail. 
There’ll be carols and 
a band. It will run 
alongside the Farmers 
Market: 10am – 3pm

The Olive Tree, 28 George St., 
Nailsworth  GL6 0AG

Fromebridge Mill Pub,  
Whitminster GL2 7PD

Primrose Vale U-pick,  
Shurdington GL51 4UA

Available at these locations  
from Nov 29th

YOUR LOCAL  
COMPUTER STOCKIST

LAPTOPS & PCS FROM £100
BRAND NEW FROM £350

VIRUS REMOVAL, COMPUTER  
UPGRADES, DATA RECOVERY

COME AND TALK TO US FOR DETAILS

NO COMPUTER JARGON  
NO FIX NO FEE GUARANTEE 

www.nailsworthcomputers.com

nailsworthpcs@aol.com

NAILSWORTH  
COMPUTERS

01453 832151 
OPPOSITE MORRISONS SUPERMARKET

EXL FORESTRY
Seasoned LOGS from Local sustainable sources 
Barn Stored Guaranteed low moisture content

Prompt Delivery
Woodchester based

01453 832692 07778 139720 exlcontracting@yahoo.com

“In the bleak mid 
winter .......” 

Whether bleak or not the Newmarket 
Christmas Fete is on again by popular 
demand. Stalls, foods, Christmas produce, 

Nailsworth Town Band with all the 

music of the season and so much 
more. With no town Goodwill 
Evening, this is even more the place 
to be seen and heard around the 
mulled wine and mince pies. As 
usual, at The George, Newmarket. 
Sunday 16 December  4.30 - 7pm. 
Info: Jo 01453 835589

(Still a few spaces left 
for stalls - they are going 
quickly so book up!)
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Views expressed in this paper are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Nailsworth News team. We reserve the right to edit or omit any material 
submitted for publication. No liability is accepted for loss or damage arising from any omission of copy or advertising. Material submitted for publication will only 
be returned if accompanied by a SAE. Nailsworth News is published and distributed entirely by volunteers, with production costs defrayed by advertising. More 
volunteers are always welcome - if you would like to join the team, please get in touch with the Editor. 
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Does anyone out there have a brother? I do. I love him to bits but I didn’t used 
to (I think this was mutual). 

Christmas was at least a time when we called a cease fire (I stopped trying to 
join in all of his games with his friends and he stopped putting corkscrews up my 
nose - believe me, it happened) and together we looked forward to what Santa 
might bring us.

We would lay out our pillow cases at the bottom of our beds on Christmas Eve (I 
fear that this is a novel idea to current youngsters and shows my age to perfection) 
in hopes of it being filled by morning.

‘Morning’ on Christmas day was at about 5am. Our poor parents would come 
in bleary eyed (and not bushy tailed) to watch us delight over a chocolate orange 
(inspired twist on the ‘real’ thing) and piles of clothes which, we now learn, were 
essential and made good presents to open (always known as ‘soggy’ gifts since 
they were squishy).

What never did go down quite so well was the fact that my brother, on three 
occurrences in my youth, received a new bicycle from a very generous Santa. I 
shouldn’t sound jealous since that was not in the spirit of the occasion but I knew 
what it meant at each event.

At the age of about six I inherited a ‘Tomahawk’. For anyone who doesn’t know 
how to use a pillow case at Christmas this is a very chunky (no gears) bike with a 
long saddle and real kudos if you were a member of the male fraternity. I wasn’t.

I was bicycly elevated some time later to a ‘Chopper’ (it has just occurred to 
me that these bikes are named after dangerous implements) which had three gears, 
long saddle, and handle bars which raised to ear level.

My friends were not impressed. I was jealous of their dainty bikes (hey, I wasn’t 
strong enough to pull a ‘wheelie’ on either of my axe-inspired creations though my 
friends seemed to find this unimportant) 
since they inevitably had a basket to front. 
That was all I was interested in; it would 
have taken my walkie-talkie (range 3m) 
and all the sticking plasters that I needed 
when trying to perform said antics on said 
bike.

The real deal-breaker was sometime 
out-of-season. After maybe harping on 
this subject for about 10 years, I was 
presented with a second hand bike. It 
wasn’t flashy, it was a bit rusty, it actually 
fitted my size (no basket though) and was 
mine.

It is painful to recall it’s adoption by 
my beloved brother who by now had 
a 10 speed racing bike. He painted it 
yellow (!) and then did the ‘cool’ thing 
and painted it black. I won’t mention 
that the paint ran out half way through 
and dribbled like a lemon drizzle cake 
topping from one side to next. He also 
added some ‘cow horn’ handle bars 
which are exactly as you might imagine 
them: they were so wide that he had to 
‘bounce’ it down the path at the side 
of the house to the shed to avoid it 
becoming wedged.

Why am I not bitter?
Christmas after my 16th birthday . . . 

we had gone up in the world. Guess who 
got a moped from Santa?

ROB GAZZARD
COMPLETE BUILDING SOLUTIONS

Maintenance & repairs · Extensions and alterations 
Hard & soft landscaping · Free estimates and advice

01453 860112
www.robgazzard.co.uk

ROB GAZZARD
COMPLETE BUILDING SOLUTIONS

CHIROPODIST
JEANETTE SYMCOX 

M.Inst.Ch. D.S.Ch

01453 836818

Independent Estate Agents 
Residential Sales and Lettings 
14 Fountain Street, 

Nailsworth 
3 London Road, 

Stroud 

Sales: 01453 833747 
Lettings: 01453 833847 

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk 

Sales: 01453 766333 
 

stroud@peterjoy.co.uk 

Howard Corlett MCFHP MAFHP
*Treatments include*

Nail trimming, corn & callus removal, 
verrucas, fungal infections

(01453) 823102 or 07708 451556

Foot Health Professional

Merry Christmas to all of our 
readers and thank you for your 
support to a new Ed.
The (very, very) hardworking team 
are taking a break so there will be 
no January edition.
February edition will be edited 
by our Features Editor Carole de 
Lacroix whilst I take on the Centre 
Spread. (GJ)
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Volunteering
“At least it’s not raining,” we said as we turned up our coat 
collars. After days of grey gloomy weather, it was indeed 
a glorious blue day, but the bright sunshine did not reach the 
Farmers’ Market in Mortimer Gardens.
It was our first venture at the Farmers’ Market and we had set up 
our stall early. Unlike most stalls we were not selling anything; 
neither were we trying to make money. So why were we there 
with our blue fingers clamped round steaming beakers of hot 
chocolate?
We were offering opportunities : making Nailsworth people 
aware of the huge variety of Volunteering which they could be 
involved in.
There were representatives from Cotswold Care, volunteers 
from Riding for the Disabled, Stroud Credit Union, Horsfall 
House, Listening Post and the Arkell Centre.
One of our number took advantage  of a small shifting patch of 
sunlight  and accosted passers-by with the offer of chocolates 
hoping that they would visit our stall. Surprisingly many visited 
us while refusing the chocolates. It was useful to have Volunteers 
from the various organisations at the event, as they were able 
to answer questions and encourage participation. Chatting to 
our friendly Nailsworth public, we were able to discuss their 
interests and give out appropriate telephone numbers.

 If you are 
interested in 
c a r p e n t r y , 
horses, football, 
guitar playing, 
s h o p p i n g , 

broadcasting, 
k e e p - f i t , 
cooking or 
g e n e r a l l y 
being with and helping 
people, there is a job 
waiting for you. (And 
if you missed our stall, 
call in at the Town 
Information Centre, 
look at the display and 
consult the Volunteering 
: Nailsworth folder.)
In case you haven’t 
guessed, it was a very 
cold day with strong gusts of wind which took our display board 
off the table and nearly decapitated our neighbour. But it was 
great fun and the warmth of the other stall holders  made it a 
worthwhile exercise which we hope to repeat.
Finally, as we packed up, the sun came round the corner of 
the buildings and warmed us. It was - after all - the last day of 
British Summer Time!

Glenholm
See page 19 for news 
details of Stellar Systems 
Ltd, a new engineering 
Consultancy in 
Nailsworth

Bits and Pieces

Villa in the Village
See page 19 for news of this new venture at the 
TradePlas site.

Martin Stone
Photography

Parties
Weddings

Commercial
Portraits/Portfolios

Families & Celebrations
Corporate
Passports

Insurance and more!

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS

01453 833132

Gordon
See page 18 
for news on 
Nailsworth 
Ironmongers 
closure.

Whitcombes Interiors
See page 17 for news of this new 
venture at the TradePlas site.
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Town Mayor’s Report
By the time you read this report our 

Christmas lights will be lighting up our 
town. This is the 2nd phase of a project to 
replace all our ‘old sets’ with low energy LED 
displays.  

November saw a break from the usual 
Chriskindl evening, which like our jubilee 

celebrations this year, is a real family event. Let’s hope that 
a group of volunteers will come forward in 2013 so that the 
town can once again celebrate the beginning of Christmas.

We must not though forget that the Newmarket residents 
are holding their Christmas fete, located outside The George 
Inn on Sunday 16th December starting at 4.30pm.  Also on 
that evening the annual town Carol Service will take place 

at St George’s Church starting at 6pm. This means a busy 
evening for me so that I can enjoy both events.

It was reported in the last edition of NN that traffic 
calming/improvements on the A46, between Frogmarsh and 
Tilltups and, will take place in 2013.  Residents have been 
disappointed that more has not been done to slow down 
the traffic. I have now arranged a Public Meeting on 10th 
December at 6pm in the Council Chamber at Nailsworth 
Town Hall. Our County Councillor has agreed to attend and 
hopefully a representative from Gloucestershire Highways 
will also be there. If you have concerns regarding this issue, 
please come along and make them known.  

I would like to finish by wishing all residents an enjoyable 
and peaceful Christmas and New Year.
Steve Robinson, 834270, 
stephen.robinson@nailsworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

HORSFALL HOUSE
Windmill Road, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Glos GL6 9EY Registered Charity No: 287479

A Purpose-built Nursing Home, 
Day Resource Centre and Home Care Provider

The Local Care Home for Local Older People
Home Care Services

 � Professional Help with Personal Care
 � Domestic Tasks 
 � Meals on Wheels

Day Centre Including Optional Transport
 � Home cooked lunch plus teas/coffees
 � Entertainment, Activities and Day Trips
 � Chiropody & Hairdressing, Assisted Bathing

Care Home providing General & Dementia Nursing Care
 � Registered Nurses on duty 24 hours a day
 � Care Assistants trained to NVQ levels 2 & 3 in Care
 � Respite support occasionally available

Informal visits welcome. For further information, please telephone: 01453 731227 or visit http://www.horsfallhouse.co.uk/

Patron: HRH The Princess Royal

FOR A FAST CURE
Call Tom Seed

THE VAC
DOCTOR

01453 834700
or 07773397832

Cleaner laid low...?
... We’ll soon have it

up and running.

FREE
Collection & Return

Vac Doctor 60 x 90.indd   1 13/02/2011   20:21

HELP US SUPPORT 
VULNERABLE ANIMALS

DONATIONS – The RSPCA shop in Nailsworth urgently needs more stock. 
Clothes, accessories, bric-a-brac, soft furnishings,  
books,toys, and CDs and DVDs are all welcome.

HELPLINE: If you know an animal’s in distress, 
please call our Cruelty and Advice Line 0300 1234 999

Each year the branch helps an average of 1000 animals.  
We receive no external funding - all our funds are from within 

the local community. Your support means a lot.
www.rspca-southcotswolds.org.uk

RSPCA South Cotswolds Branch Charity No. 207006

Christmas Services
Town Carol Service at St. George’s December 16th 6.00pm
Christmas Eve:  Christ Church Family service 6.30pm
                          United service St Joseph’s Stonehouse 9.00pm
                          St George’s 11.00pm
Christmas Day:  St George’s 9.30am
                          Christ Church Family celebrations 10.30am
                          Priory Church 11.00am
                          Quaker Meeting House 11.00am

The Administrative Elders of Christ Church appeal to parents and a certain small number of children who doubtless 
have somewhat scuffed behinds. In recent days some local children have been caught sliding down the roof of the hall alongside 
Christ Church in Newmarket Road. To date this has caused nearly £2,000 damage. The Elders advise that they have no idea what has 
entered the minds of these children which makes them think that this is reasonable behaviour, but it is likely that very soon one of 
them will be injured. They have therefore had no option except to involve the police who are prepared to take action on the basis of 
“causing criminal damage”.

It is saddening for the Elders to know that precious funds are expended on an avoidable 
source of damage and are desperate to avoid further damage and potential injury.

“Please, Please, Please speak to your children if there is the slightest possibility in your 
mind that they could be involved in this ridiculous pastime. 

We wish you all a happy and accident free Christmas”.

PETER RUSHTON 
LANDSCAPES LTD

NAILSWORTH 
EST 1980

Celebrating 30 years of trading
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL  

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN SERVICE
* Modern & Traditional Water Features

 * Garden Lighting  * Patios & retaining walls

 * Decking & Pergolas  * Low Maintenance Gardens

 * Planting & Lawns * Large & small groundwork projects

 * Video Library * Competitive Prices

 * Driveways * Free Estimates

Tel.: 01453 832576  
Mob.: 07887 841076

Brentmoor House, Newmarket Rd, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DQ

See our display boards at  
Nailsworth & Highfield Garden Centres



Allotments? - Go Grow Nailsworth Valleys is very pleased that NTC Recreation and Amenities Committee have 
initially welcomed their suggestion of allotments for the extension field at King George V Playing Fields. 

They are looking into a viable design that will be inclusive of the walkers who currently use it, and taking into 
consideration the limitations the site presents such as it bogginess, soil structure and exposure. But they are not put off 
by these difficulties because they know that there is considerable interest in the town for community land being made 
available for allotments.

The site’s bogginess and exposure are a challenge, but rather than Nailsworth having its very own raised peat bog in 
1,000 years time GG think they can design a site that will firstly, accommodate a suitable number of plots, secondly, 
control the water over the site (because it cannot naturally drain through the soil), and subsequently make it a place of 
interest and activity for as many local people as possible who are keen to learn and grow food for themselves.

If their design is approved in early December by the Committee, they will make the information available on their 
website www.gogrownailsworthvalleys.co.uk and at their farmer’s market 
stall on December 22nd. 

Go Grow welcomes new members at their next meeting in January 2013, 
(date and venue to be arranged). 
Contact  Liz on 01453 839107

Local Affairs
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  3 April 

  1 May 

  12 June 

  3 July 

  7 August 

 

  4 September 

  2 October 

  6 November 

  4 December 

Stroud District Council and JobCentre Plus hold 
monthly drop‐in surgeries at the Arkell Centre in 
Forest Green for all residents in the Nailsworth area 
‐ no appointment is necessary! 

If you are looking for advice on benets, housing, 
jobs and training, or on an�social behaviour issues, 
you are very welcome to drop in to any of our 
surgeries in 2012.  Open 9am to 12 noon 

Surgery dates for 2012 

As a Career and Executive Coach, I 
enjoy helping people achieve their 
work ambitions. 

Contact me at 01453-835263 or 
helen@monkswoodassociates.co.uk Helen Harrison

Want help with your CV, or want to 
make changes in your work life?

Supplying quality wood flooring to the trade and the public
Solid Oak Boards in a range of finishes 

Engineered Oak Boards for use with under floor heating
Adhesives and Fitting service

Contact Daniel Davies
Mob: 07775 707804

www.woodsendwoodflooring.co.uk
Email: woodsendwoodflooring@virginmedia.com

Nailsworth Table Tennis Club
The Editor received a letter recently from a Ray Westbury 
(forgive if that isn’t quite correct - the signature was a 
little difficult to read). Some information reproduced 
below:-

It is always pleasing to hear news of table tennis 
being played in Nailsworth, and the progress made by 
the Phoenix Club makes very good reading. Of course 
the Forest Green club is one of the best in the Stroud 
and District League. However, there is an older club in 
Nailsworth that started it’s life a little over 50 years ago 
and was the idea of a lady, Mrs. Edna Guy. Mrs Guy was 
the Commondant of the Nailsworth Red Cross ladies 
detachment and was keen to find a more sociable outlet 
for her young ladies, away from the medical side which 
was their main interest. It so happened that her husband 

was a useful player, as also that of the Cadet Officer’s 
husband who were roped in as coaches. The club was 
born in the lower hall of the Town Hall. The club moved 
headquarters several times and at the moment play at 
Nailsworth Primary School.

Any club whose membership consists of fourteen young 
women and two men, will attract male members, and 
a few good players came out of the forces to join, plus 
boy’s club members who had reached the ag of 18. This 
made a flourishing club, which joined the Stroud League 
and whose successes are well documented.

Some of the members have represented Gloucestershire 
at County level in Junior, Senior and Veteran’s teams 
and although today the club is not quite the force it may 
once have been, it still achieved Edna Guy’s objective to 
provide social and competitive activity for the people of 
Nailsworth.

Nailsworth Kebab & Pizza House

2013 New Year  
Special Offer…
Buy any Pizza on 

a Monday or Tuesday Evening
& receive an identical one FREE!!

Incinerating News
Are you aware of a potential 

Mass Burn Incinerator at Javelin 
Park on Junction 12 of the M5. 
The Incinerator would burn 
household, commercial and 
industrial waste on a vast scale. 
The scale, cost and environmental 
impact of the proposal is 
considered to be horrifying.

Do research the implications 
and  check out www.glosvain.
info to decide if this is something 
you need to object against and 
take action before it is too late.

Leonard Francis Jones
We received the following information 

from a gentleman who is trying to trace 
family members on behalf of Mr Jones.

The attached photograph is of a 
gentleman called Leonard Francis Jones 
and what is believed to be his two 
daughters.

He is originally from the Nailsworth 
area, born 21 November 1932.

Mr Jones is seriously ill in Weston 
super Mare General Hospital. His current 
address is Flat 11, 51 Birnbeck Road, 
Weston super Mare.

We have no contact details for any of his 
family members and don’t know where 
else to look to find them.

We believe, but not sure, that his eldest 
daughter served, or may still be serving 
with Kent Constabulary and that also at 
some time served with Royal Gibraltar 
Police Force.

In the event that someone may know 
of Mr Jones families whereabouts could 
please contact Mr John Wedlake on 07708 
044694
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PARTY YOURSELF INTO SHAPE
Come and join me for the Latin-inspired, easy to 

follow, calorie-burning, dance fitness party,  
ALL fitness levels welcome:

Monday: 6 - 7 pm  
Nailsworth Primary School

ALL CLASSES £5 PAY AS YOU GO
for more information please call Ruth King on 

07734 886275. For all other class times and venues, 
please visit www.pts4u.org.uk

GOLDEN STONES
ARDENING

Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping

Trees, Hedges, Patios, Paving,  
Decking, Turfing & Fencing

For a free estimate contact  
Chris Blackwell

on 07939 101520 or 01453 835032

www.goldenstonesgardening.co.uk

NAILSWORTH ACCOUNTANCY
Town Hall, Old Bristol Road, Nailsworth

01453 835050
Small Practice For Small Clients = Small Fees

 Annual Sales  Annual Fee From
 Up to £15,000 £190.00
 Up to £30,000 £250.00
 Up to £40,000 £280.00
 Over £40,000 By Agreement

Tax Return Completion From £100 -  
Free Initial Consultation

Michael Jefferies FMAAT ICPA & Emma Mills 

D .  S t a i n e r - H u t c h i n s  A r c h i t e c t s  L t d
 5 Bridge Street, Nailsworth, GL6 OAA

T: 01453 839121
  

  Sustainable & ecological design, feasibility studies, planning applications and conservation

dsharchitects.co.uk

Know the cost of your Christmas shopping
The pressure of Christmas will make many people consider borrowing. Payday loans have become increasingly more 
common in the UK and there are now several shops in Stroud offering this costly service.

Nick Lee, Manager of the Stroud & District Citizens’ Advice Bureau (CAB) said, ‘Pay day loans are an expensive 
way to help people over temporary problems and are not suitable for longer term difficulties. If you have a bank 
account, you may be able to agree an overdraft instead, but be careful of going overdrawn without permission. If you 
do decide to use a pay day loan, make sure you know about all the costs and charges first. If you need to use pay day 
loans regularly or have other money problems you may like to get help with budgeting or dealing with debts. 

The CAB adviser at our advice session in the Arkell Centre will be able to advise you on ways to budget and to deal 
with your debts. The adviser will also help you to maximise your income.’ 

The Credit Union is a local cooperative which can help with affordable credit and they are in the Arkell Centre on 
Wednesdays between 2:30 and 4pm.

Phillip Pankhurst, Money Advice Manager at the CAB said, ‘If you are having money problems it’s important not 
to panic, but don’t ignore it either – it won’t go away.’ The CAB can help plan your finances at this or any other time 
of the year. The CAB is open at the Arkell Centre on Tuesdays from 1 to 3:30 pm. Advice is free, independent and 
confidential. It is best to bring any relevant documents and letters to with you.  You don’t need an appointment and if 
you want to look for information to resolve your problem you can look at the CAB website 

www.strouddistrictcab.org.uk. 

Nailsworth Film Club Christmas bulletin
The Film Club’s December film will be ‘Woman in Black’, based on Susan Hill’s 

thriller and starring Daniel Radcliffe.  It will be shown on Friday 7th December - 
come and see it and be afraid, it’s a real ghost story!  Dress-up if you like and there 
will be mince pies and mulled wine on hand to keep you calm.

A film-inspired Christmas Present idea for your loved ones might be a Film 
Club Gift Token for the second half of our season.  At the reduced membership fee 
of £12 each or £20 for a couple (members must be over 18 years old), it is excellent 
value for the 5 superb films still to come!  And we also run a free DVD loan library 
for members – another reason to join!

The second half of the Film Club 2012/13 programme starts, on Friday January 
11th, with ‘Coriolanus’, a modern version of Shakespeare’s political/military 
tragedy directed by Ralph Fiennes – who also plays the lead role. The full list of 
films is:

11 Jan ’Coriolanus’  (Ralph Fiennes, cert 15)
1 Feb ‘The Kid with a Bike’ (Dardenne Bros, cert 12A – French, subtitles)
22 Feb ‘Midnight in Paris’ (Woody Allen cert 12A)
15 Mar ‘Resistance’ (Amit Gupta, cert PG)
19 Apr ‘The World’s Fastest Indian’ (Roger Donaldson, cert 12A)

All films are shown at Nailsworth primary school in Nympsfield Road, Forest 
Green.  Doors and bar open 7.30pm, film starts 8.00 pm.  You can also attend film 
shows as a guest on the night (entry £5).
Contact Krissy Spencer, Membership Secretary, (tel: 01453 549661 or e-mail: 
cotsqueen@btinternet.com) for more information.

B
id

m
ea

d 
&

 C
o.

cr
af

ts
m

en
 in

 n
at

ur
al

 s
to

ne Bidmead & Co. are an  

accomplished team of  

natural stone construction  

and restoration specialists  

delivering time-honoured skills  

with energy and enthusiasm  

across the Cotswolds.

Architectural Stonemasonry 
Restoration, Conservation  

and New Build 
Dry Stone Walling 

Landscaping

www.bidmeadstone.co.uk

M: 07800 560448

T: 01453 882648
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Bits and Pieces
ARE YOU IN A MESS? 

Help is at hand with Clutter Cruncher 
DECLUTTERING service 

 
Whole house, specific rooms, paperwork, sheds, 

garages, gardens, one-off cleaning 
 

Call Kim Rowden on 07980 776283 or visit 
www.cluttercruncher.co.uk 

Step into the New Year
Paul Carter advises:

Start the New Year off in the right 
spirit by joining me on a walk leaving 
the bus station at 2:00pm on New Years 
Day. 

We will take gentle paths up to the 
Common and return via Theescombe and 
Watledge. 

All ages are welcome as are dogs and 
the walk is expected to take about an 
hour and a half. 

A quiz with a small prize will add 
interest to the walk. Why not make 
it a family event to wear off the over 
indulgence of the festive season and start 
the year in the way you intend to go on. 

Turn up on the day or ring me on/mail 
me on: 832961 

email paul.carter.c@googlemail.com 
for more details.

“Maybe Christmas, 
the Grinch thought, 

doesn’t come from a store. “
Dr. Seuss

BRUTONS HARDWARE
Old Market, Nailsworth | 01453 832826

Everthing your 
home needs for a 
fabulous festive 
season…
     locally.

below left Wood Lane, Shirley Russell
View up Newmarket Road J Duckworth
View towards roundabout J Duckworth
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Community
Thank you from Help a Hedgehog Hospital

Our event at the Arkell Centre on 27th October was a great success! 
Many thanks to everyone who came and supported us, helped on the day or 
behind the scenes! We raised almost £600 towards the care and food bills 
for the hedgehogs. 

This was in spite of worries about the non availability of car park facilities 
- in fact we were able to sell the last few cakes to the crowds leaving the 
football match!

The hospital now has over 100 patients, mostly underweight “autumn 
juveniles” which would not survive hibernation without feeding.

Our website has more information on upcoming events and advice on 
what to do if you find a small hedgehog out in the cold at this time of year. 

Our calendars are available to buy at Just Pets.
http://www.helpahedgehog.org

 
City & Guilds trained Mark Kelly 

 
Plumbing  

& Bathrooms 
Local references available 

01453 836096 or 07834 318459 

CURTAINS ~ BLINDS ~ SOFT FURNISHINGS 
LOOSE COVERS ~ REUPHOLSTERY SERVICE
For advice and estimate ring Jenny Powell

Wright Interiors ~ 01453 768899

The Hillier’s Medals have 
now been purchased for the town 
by public subscription and it is 
proposed to hand these over to the 
Town Council at their December 
meeting. As Cllr Myles Robinson 
said, at the start of the exercise, “the 
Council cannot collect but it can 
conserve”. Our thanks go to all who 
contributed. (BA)

We at Nailsworth News have never gone in for Mr, Mrs, 
Miss or Ms preferring to let people’s first names do the 
stuff. Brighton Council we learn is considering removing 

the titles Mr and Mrs from its paperwork. The city’s Trans 
Equality Scrutiny Panel argued that the forms provide “no options 
for [wait for it] binary/genderqueer people”. It seems we’ve been 
ahead of the game, though not, perhaps for the same reason.

A long time ago, when the world was young (or, at least, younger) the then 
senior Chamberlain departed from his firm’s normal practice and sold the 
freehold of what is now Waterloo House to either the Midland Bank or, 

possibly, its predecessor. The justification for this departure was the community 
minded conviction that Nailsworth needed a bank. 

There is a suggestion that the sale 
was subject to a covenant requiring the 
premises to be used for a bank; just a 
suggestion, and the deeds have not been 
searched. It’s also possible that rather 
than a formal covenant there was just 
a gentleman’s agreement sealed by a 
hand shake. The hands which might (or 
might not) have shaken or put signatures 
to such a covenant are long gone. Of 
course by the time the building was 
vacated by HSBC and offered for sale 
things had moved on. The Midland Bank 
was history and banks no longer owned 
the impressive properties which used to 
present an image of robust propriety to 
the public, preferring to rent them back 
(the rents were probably tax deductible 
business expenses) from some property 
company to which they had sold them 
to generate a more portable asset – cash. 
An interesting speculation and one 
which could shadow the sale of Waterloo 
House…

Visit our shop -
through the wrought iron gates 
in Morrisons Car Park, or park 
outside the shop in the estate

Choose from 500 mouldings,  
200 mount colours and  
many ready-made frames 

Turn your favourite photo into a full 
size canvas - stretched or framed!

We’ll be glad to help you find a great 
solution for all your framing needs!

unit 42 nailsworth mills estate
nailsworth, stroud, gl6 0bs

01453 836134 

picture  
framers

Common Scrubbers
Paul Carter reports:

We have been at work now for 
three months firstly clearing scrub 
on the grassland bank above Pensile 
Road and then back on to the W. 

Over the years this part of the 
common has become split into three 
different grass areas with scrub 
encroaching all the time. 

We are opening up the area so 
that there is a continuous stretch 
of grassland whilst retaining some 
scrub and woodland areas for 
diversity. 

Our group is much the same as last 
year with a couple of additions and 
we are always happy to welcome 
newcomers. If you are interested in 
joining us contact me on 

832961 
email paul.carter.c@googlemail.

com  
or come up and see what we are 
doing on a Wednesday morning from 
10:00 to 13:00. 

We are now half way through the 
season which ends in February ready 
for the birds nesting.
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The Steppes 
Residential 
Care Home  

 
Est 1981 

 
A small, warm and friendly care home for 

the elderly, in a peaceful corner of Cossack 
Square. With trained care staff giving 

around the clock personal care, we 
endeavour to meet our residents’ needs 

and ensure their happiness. 
 

For a brochure or to arrange a visit, please 
telephone Mrs Jo Smith 01453 832406  

CARPENTER AND JOINER

NO JOB TOO SMALL

THE OLD COACH HOUSE, COW LANE, 
INCHBROOK, NAILSWORTH GL5 5HN 

01453 836818

CLIVE SYMCOX

The SASH WINDOW SERVICE Ltd
 Your local sash window specialists now provides a combined draught 
proofing / window function service.  This results in windows that are 

easy to use, reduces draughts by up to 90% and cuts annual CO2 emis-
sion by around 120kg. Sash window sill & frame repairs also available.

 Call 01453 861025 or visit: www.stroud-sash-windows.co.uk 
nailsworth 2011c.indd   1 14/03/2011   09:21:13

CARPENTER AND JOINER
A COMPLETE CARPENTRY & JOINERY SERVICE, INCLUDING ALLIED BUILDING  

RENOVATIONS, AND ALTERATIONS WORKS. 
PHONE: 07966 431869

       SM4RT MOVE 
 
 The environmentally friendly single passenger seat 
 Smart Car Taxi service covering the Stroud Valleys  
 & beyond. Up to 20% cheaper than regular Stroud 
 Licensed taxi’s. 
   Now that 
   really is the 
   ‘Smart’ way 
   to travel!   

 
 
        Smart Move 4 One        
Monday to Friday 0700 - 1830 

Call us on 07799 788997 

ONE 

 

Remembrance Sunday
The sun shone, it was more than warm and 

Remembrance Sunday  2012 was another 
wonderful event. 

Hundreds attended 
the streets and over 350 
filled our Church to pay 
tribute to those who have 
given so much for our 
freedom. 

Town Council, Police, Fire Service, Scouts, Guides and Brownies all laid 
wreathes to honour those fallen, and it was equally wonderful to see Sir 
William Romney School again send Reps in the guise of Sam Weller (Dep. 
Head Boy) and Lily Woodford-Lewis.



Events

K9 ACTIVE
Dog Walking & Let Out Service 

Covering Nailsworth & Surrounding area

Penny Curry
Tel: 07854 494442

Email: k9active@hotmail.com

14 Lower Newmarket Road, 
Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0RW

Lauren Kilyon
Many happy returns to Lauren 

who turns one on New Year’s 
Day: daughter of Liam and Jemma 
Kilyon.

Lauren was the first 2012 baby 
born in the Stroud area.

Mark Chandler Plaque / RBL
Lance Bombardier Mark Chandler, who was killed 

in action in Afghanistan in June 2010 finally had a 
commemorative plaque dedicated to him on Sunday 4 
November 2012 on Nailsworth’s War Memorial, the first 
name to be added here since World War 2.

In a low key ceremony Mark’s parents Anne and Mike 
were supported by the Regiment’s top brass, Lt. Col. 
John Read, and WO1 Steven Warner as well as another 
10 members of the Regiment who came from Tidworth to 
support and honour.

Lt. Col. Read gave a few words of welcome to the family, 
friends and colleagues of Mark, spoke of the invaluable 
work being done in Afghanistan and in particular said that those who died were never forgotten and 
were always remembered with pride and honour. He then handed over to the Rev. Stephen Earley who 
blessed the new bronze plaque, before everyone retired for refreshments in the Parish Rooms. 

The plaque was organised by Tim Godden, Chairman of the Nailsworth Royal British Legion.
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The Credit Union widens its scope
New laws now allow credit unions to offer corporate 

membership.  In the Stroud District, charities, community 
groups, social enterprises and mutual organisations such 
as co-operatives will shortly be able to open accounts with 
Stroud Valleys Credit Union (SVCU).  This was agreed at a 
special general meeting of SVCU held in October. For more 
information on how to open a corporate account, visit the 
credit union’s website.

Other changes to the SVCU rules allow for more flexibility 
in the provision of loans and extend the 
amount which credit union members can 
have in their accounts.

Stroud Valleys Credit Union (SVCU) is 
a co-operative, owned by and providing 
banking services for its members.  It is 
a non-profit making organisation run by 
volunteers.  Regulated by the Financial 
Services Authority, savings in SVCU 
are guaranteed by the Financial Services 
Compensation Scheme. Membership is 

open to anyone living or working within Stroud District or 
in the parishes in and surrounding Tetbury.

SVCU operates collection points in Stroud, Forest Green, 
Dursley, Stonehouse and Berkeley.  As well as being able 
to make deposits at these points, members can also apply to 
withdraw savings and apply for low interest loans and non-
members can join the Credit Union.  There is a £2 joining 
fee.

The latest dividend declared on savings was 1.5%, but 
children’s accounts attract interest of 2.5%.  

www.svcu.org.uk

A great place to work ...
Shops, offices, factory units sometimes available

Give us a call on 01453 832754
email: james@eachamberlain.co.uk  www.eachamberlain.co.uk

Nailsworth 
Mills Estate
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Egypt Mill Hotel & Restaurant • Nailsworth GL6 0AE • T: 01453 833449 • www.egyptmill.com

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH
SAVOUR CHEF’S SPECIALLY CREATED CHRISTMAS DAY MENU

NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION
THE BIG PARTY NIGHT IS ALWAYS SPECIAL AT THE MILL

LIMITED AVAILABILITY - BOOKING ESSENTIAL

CHRISTMAS IN STYLE 
AT THE MILL

Follow us on 



Youth Matters
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Dying without a Will. Now that’s a real tragedy.

David Martin, local consultant,
Steele Rose & Co

01453 836699 07973 405997
dcmartin@hotmail.co.uk
www.steelerose.co.uk

Members of the Society of Will Writers

My name is David Martin and I’m the local 
consultant for one of the UK’s premier profes-
sional Home Visit Will Writers. I have 28 years’ 
experience advising clients on personal financial 
matters and specialising in Wills.
Writing a Will is easier and cheaper than you 
think and ensures that your wishes are carried 
out efficiently. If you would like to redraft an 
existing Will, discuss your Will arrangements, 
Lasting Powers of Attorney or other associated 
legal services, at a mutually convenient time 
in the comfort and privacy of your own home, 
please contact me.

Surgery, Felling & Stump Removal
Pruning and Hedge Trimming 

Debris Recycling 
Full Consultancy Service, Free Quotations

Your local tree experts  

for over 25 years

Tel: 01285 760466 Aston Down, Stroud GL6 8GATel: 01285 760466 Aston Down, Stroud GL6 8GA

Nailsworth

Health Centre
FREE 15 minute Consultations  

with any Practitioner
Acupuncture • Alexander Technique  

Allergy Testing & Nutrition • Bowen Therapy  
Buqi Healing & Plant Spirit Medicine  

Craniosacral Therapy • Cranial Osteopathy  
Chiropody • Counselling & Psychotherapy  

Emotional Freedom Therapy • Homoeopathy  
Hypnotherapy • Massage (various)  

Reflexology • Rosen Method Bodywork 
McTimoney Chiropractic  

Medical Herbalism • Shiatsu • Spiritual Healing

Tel: 01453 836066
Smith House, George Street, 

Nailsworth, GL6 0AG
www.nailsworthnaturalhealth.co.uk

On Saturday 10th 
November Nailsworth 
Youth Club held 

its annual Indian Meal 
Fundraising Night at its 
premises in Northfield Road.

The evening was well 
supported by local people and 
included a delicious authentic 
Indian meal prepared and 
served by Madhu Rasoi, an 
auction and raffle of items 
generously donated by local 
traders and individuals, and 
stand-up bingo.

The event was a resounding 
success and raised over 
£1,800.

Thanks to all those who 
supported our local Youth 
Club.
Steve Robinson
Chair of Nailsworth Youth Club 
Management Committee

I love Nailsworth at Christmas; the limestone cottages, 
small bundles of children stomping about in the slush and 
the smell of mulled wine at every turn. 
Christmas unites us: together we rush to buy presents, 

together we head to the garden centre to purchase our trees 
and together we clear out the supermarkets. 

You can tell Christmas is coming to Nailsworth when the 
decorations are erected on the lampposts and stuck to the side 
of buildings, that occasional glimpse through a window of a 
warm fire and decorated tree and the silent excitement that 
only this season brings. 

Nailsworth is like a picture book at Christmas, we are 
the perfect stereotype and whilst some may find that too 
twee I am very grateful for it. One of my fondest memories is going to the library on 
Chriskindl and decorating a hat or badge with my dad. 

As I grew older the colourful Christmas fair was a highlight of my year and now 
I enjoy visiting the many restaurants that Nailsworth has to offer in order to sample 
their festive delights. 

Christmas is an excuse to put stuffing and cranberry sauce on a pizza (a high five 
to The Olive Tree 2011), its an excuse to buy presents and drink inordinate quantities 
of ginger wine. I may have a romantic view of Christmas but, mine have always 
been wonderful; perhaps the meal wasn’t to my liking, and sometimes neither was 
the company, however there’s something 
about Christmas day that is magical and with 
or without ginger wine you can’t help but feel 
soppy and warm inside. 

Merry Christmas!
Eilidh Houghton

Pads ‘n’ Paws
Nailsworth Home and Pet Services

Dog Walking/Letting out
Pet Feeding and Company
Home Delivery/Collection

Professional Home & Business  
Administration

Do you prefer your pets to stay  
at home whilst you are away?

Are you unable to collect prescriptions, 
shopping, etc?

Are you reluctant to take time off work for 
Deliveries/Service Engineers/Tradesmen 

etc.? Do you need someone to help organise 
special events for example Christmas - writ-
ing cards, wrapping gifts, searching for the 

ideal gift?
For full details please contact:

Jacky Smith
Email: pnp.nailsworth@gmail.com

Tel: Mobile 07854 793 191 or 01453 833518



 

Schools

This month leading up to Christmas I thought you would like to see a selection of work 
from Class 4 (Yr5/6). The class was given the homework task of creating a piece of 
work on the theme of Advent using any medium. 

Happy Christmas to you all!
 Margaret Smith, Head Teacher St Dominic’s Catholic Primary School, 832682
(note from the Editor, we have placed two further examples in colour on page 6)

Nailsworth Primary School recently had a visit from 
their local NSPCC schools representative Fiona 
Meredith. The pupils listened to an awareness raising 

presentation, were informed about personal safety, met Buddy 
the ChildLine mascot and participated in a fun, fundraising 
event which raised £1,010.94 for the NSPCC and ChildLine.  
This is a record breaking amount raised at the school for a 
charity and the head teacher Mr Southcott was in his own 
words ‘quite overwhelmed’!

Fiona commented “The fantastic amount of money 
raised from this school is down I am sure to the support 
and encouragement by staff, willingness and enthusiasm of 
children and generosity of sponsors.  Such a sum makes a huge 
difference to our funds and our work with children and young 
people.”

Every day thousands of children and young people need 
to contact ChildLine about a problem they face. ChildLine is 
celebrating its 25th year and the school are also taking part 

in the ChildLine Big Birthday Guinness 
World Record™ attempt for the most 
greetings on a card.

Vince Southcott
Head Teacher Nailsworth C of E Primary 
School

Sean Cowley 
Carpet Fitter

Carpets supplied, fitted and refitted
For competitive prices, telephone
01453 753458 or 07979 597250

Mature Carer Available
Helping the elderly maintain  

dignity and peace of mind  
in their own home. 

Experience with dementia.
Excellent references. 01453 889290

Bob Court Engineering Services
•	Boiler	servicing	incl	LPG
•	Electrical	work
•	 Landlord’s	certificates

Gas Safe registered,  
qualified, reliable

0797 181 4017 or 01453 833291

Cossack Square, Nailsworth   Tel: 01453 832566   www.wspsolicitors.com

working for you

We understand the 
challenges unique to 

the countryside

Our long established relationship with farmers, 
landowners and landed estates gives us a unique 
insight into the challenges faced by this industry, 
which is why we have a dedicated team of 
Agricultural and Rural Property solicitors.  

Agricultural and Equine Law

To see our full list of services, visit our website.

“ “

8-week mindfulness group

Learn simple techniques to 
reduce stress and improve the 

quality of  daily life

The Arkell Community Centre, Nailsworth
 starts Thursday, January 10th  

7:30-9:30 pm
 

To find out more and/or book a place on 
the course, contact Dario Travaini at:

01453 836597    
07817 031707

dario@themindfulnesspractice.org
www.themindfulnesspractice.org

Beaudesert Park 
School
Beaudesert has been busy 
this Autumn!  As well as 
welcoming lots of children 
into Reception, the school’s 
new nursery opened, and the 
school now caters for boys 
and girls aged 3-13. The 
nursery is within the Pre-
prep department, adjoining 
the rest of the school.

The school does lots of charity fund-raising, and October’s 
annual Autumn Fair raised more than £7500 for Riding for 
the Disabled. Amongst other initiatives, the school has also 
recently linked up with Stroud Food Bank.  

Academic success is important at Beaudesert, but so is 
having the chance to enjoy a huge range of other activities.  
An exciting new adventure playground is proving hugely 

popular with the older children, whilst younger children are 
busy practising parts for the nativity play.  And Year 8 children 
(aged 12-13) are putting finishing touches to a less traditional 
Christmas production – “The Jungle Book”!

But whilst present times keep everyone busy, the school also 
makes time to reflect on events of the past.  Thirty nine former 
Beaudesert pupils lost their lives in the First and Second World 
Wars. Every year Headmaster James Womersley lays a wreath 
in their memory 
at Holy Trinity 
in Amberley, 
and the school 
holds a special 
R e m e m b r a n c e 
Service.
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Christmas in Leves, France 
Nailsworth twinned with Leves (an hour 

to the south-west of Paris) in 1995.  Annual 
alternate visits have taken place ever since.

Marie Fruchard gives an account of 
Christmas across the Channel:

From early December, town employees 
make the town very festive with lights and 
little Christmas trees around the shops, and 
put up a splendid tree in front of the town hall.  
3 days before Christmas, a magnificent crib is 
set up in the church, ready for baby Jesus to 
be added on Christmas Eve (at around 9pm so 
that younger children can take part).  

Presents are put in shoes before the fire or 
under the tree; these are sometimes opened on 
Christmas Eve, leaving Christmas Day free 
for family get-togethers.  Dinner on Christmas 
Eve favours oysters, foie gras, scallops, 
followed by chestnut, walnut or chocolate 
cake.

Lunch on Christmas Day might also start 
with oysters and foie gras, followed by turkey 
or stuffed capon for the main course, with 
only room for ice cream to finish.

The afternoon is for catching up on family 
news, whilst the children enjoy their new 
presents; and a little walk to help digestion is 
very welcome.           www.ville-leves.fr

the Fruchard grandchildren

Celebrating Christmas in Nailsworth and around the World

Miss Witchell’s Donkey  
Known to everyone as 

‘Auntie Dot’, Miss 
Witchell ran a 
sweet shop in what 

is now Oldstone 
Restaurant.  When the 

donkey appeared in the 
window, the children knew 

that Christmas was coming.   
The tradition dates from the 

early 1920’s.  Bill and Val 
Bruton made a wonderful job of 

refurbishing the model some years 
ago, but never managed to restore the donkey’s 
nodding head they remembered from childhood!  

(see them in the TIC Christmas window)

Town Carol Service at St George’s Church Sunday 16 December, 6.00pm

FRANCE 

Saturday 
22 December

Nailsworth Noel
Christmas Market

10 am - 1 pm
in Mortimer Gdns 

& Market St Garden

Newmarket Christmas Market 
Sunday 16 December, 4.30-7pm

stalls, music and more !



On the Way to Christmas at Christ Church, 
Saturday 8 December, 10.00am - 4.00pm   

A display of home-made nativity scenes; a craft 
table for children of all ages to make Christmas tree 
decorations as well as colouring and Christmas puzzles; 
a display of Christmas stamps; prize draw for ‘the 
Sheep Trail’ and sale of the knitted sheep from their 
sheep pen, in aid of our two Christmas 
charities: the Stroud Food Bank and 
the Zulu Orphan Project.

And of course, refreshments!

Christmas 
in Nailsworth 
Australia 

Nailsworth is one of 
five Wards in Prospect, 
a small inner-urban city 5km 
north of Adelaide.  Three years 
after the founding of South 
Australia, Enoch Fry, who had emigrated 
from Nailsworth UK, was granted 7 acres of 
land in 1839 and named the small township 
after his birthplace.

In 1933 during the Great Depression, 
Adelaide launched what has become perhaps 
the largest Christmas Pageant in the world 
and heralds the start of Christmas, complete 
with a befurred and gloved Santa with 
reindeer, despite this being the height of the 
Australian summer  (the 2011 event secured 
a Guinness World Record for the largest 
gathering of people wearing red noses!) 
Many Nailsworth families go to the Adelaide 
pageant.

11-12 year old pupils at Nailsworth 
Primary School (Aus) have told us a bit 
about Christmas ‘down under’:   Lahie 
goes to a caravan on the coast, and the 
temperature can reach the high 40oC; she 
hates the aussie weather and would rather 
be in Europe.  Thien’s family take a week’s 
holiday in Brisbane.  isabeLLe goes to the park 
or the beach, and they have a BBQ or a picnic 
with water fights to keep cool.  aLberT enjoys 
ice cream after his family BBQ.  sophie 
confirms that a big roast lunch is still favoured 
by many and the Tree is often not put up until 
Christmas Eve with the presents underneath.  
abbi goes swimming in her nana’s pool with 
cold drinks under the fairy lights,  “We often 
have dessert in the pool, but we make sure 
the parents can’t see!”  Cameron leaves out 
cookies and milk for Santa on Chrismas Eve.  
sTevie-ray goes out after dark to watch his 
neighbour’s fireworks.  phiLippa plays the 
banana game (which appears to be a race to 
eat it first).  Tasos’ uncle puts pig and lamb 
on the spit and the dads drink beer. The kids 
bring water balloons to keep cool.  hanna 
likes to make a special decoration every year 
and the family sometimes has a bake off.  
Cooper helps get the sheep rounded up for 
shearing.  His uncle takes the kids out to hunt 
wild rabbit.  KaThLeen mentions popping bon-
bons and putting on the paper hats (so I guess 
those are ‘crackers’).

In conclusion, it seems that British-style 
family get-togethers, Christmas trees and 
traditional Christmas fare are enjoyed 
alongside swimming, beach parties and 
BBQs.

www.prospect.sa.gov.au

Christmas in Vumilia, Tanzania
Nailsworth’s link with Vumilia (which means ‘tolerate’ 

in English) began in 2010, the first project being to 
supply lighting for the village dispensary with a solar 
panel.  A sponsorship scheme enables poor children to 

attend secondary school and attain GCSEs.  
The population includes Christians and 

Muslims, and religion is an important part 
of the lives of believers.

Jo Smith tells us:  At Christmas time the 
huge mango tree pictured below, is laden 
with fruit and the village children enjoy the 
‘fallers’. 

Christmas Eve and Christmas day are 
public holidays and families call at each 
other’s houses and share food. Chicken and 
rice are the main luxuries but some families 
may kill a goat. The 5 small churches are 

packed for 
the Christmas 
services with 
villagers 
wearing their 
best clothes; 
the women 
especially 
colourful in 
bright kangas 
and fantastic 
headgear. 

There is much joyful music and singing.  The Muslim 
population in the community also enjoys the holiday and 
festivities alongside their neighbours. 

December is one of the hottest and most humid months 
in Vumilia. It is also a time when there is much work to 
be done in the fields following the short rains.  After two 
days holiday, the villagers will be hard at work again 
planting and 
tending the 
crops on which 
their livelihood 
depends. 
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Angels and Shepherds
We have just had our Royal British Legion 

Remembrance service in St George’s, as 
I write,  and I was thrilled how so many 
people supported the Parade, the church 
service (over 360 counted!) and the laying 
of the poppy wreaths at the War Memorial. 
It is a real measure of the support for our 
troops, and the dangers they daily face, 
that so many people turned out and this is 
appreciated by all involved, especially our 

troops and their families, who serve their country.
We always get brilliant support for our services over Christmas, 

which are listed elsewhere, and all will be most warmly welcomed. 
All the services are special, but an extra one that might not be 
listed is the Christmas Nativity play that our Little Angels (babies 
and toddlers) will re-enact on 23rd December at 9.30am. If you 
have a toddler, dress them as Angels or shepherds and bring them 
along -and if you are young at heart, just bring yourself.May I 
wish everyone a Happy, Peaceful and Blessed Christmas and a 
New Year filled with joy!
Reverend Stephen Earley - St George’s Church
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Faith and service

Getting Ready?
It’s been quite a year hasn’t it? The Queen’s Jubilee and the 

Olympics and the Paralympics have come and gone and left, 
in their wake a sense of achievement and hope for the future.  
Whatever you made of the various events, one thing is sure – 
they all took a tremendous amount of preparation.  All over the 
country people will have been hard at work for, well, years!  
The fact that these events were so successful is due to the fact 
that so much work went into them; but preparation is not just a 
means to an end.  Living though the lead-up to a big event has 
an impact too.  None of the athletes who took part would have 
been eligible had they not trained long and hard; those charged 
with organising all the events went on a huge journey of learning 
and challenge and perhaps found talents and skills of which they 
were, previously, not aware.

I mention this because as I begin to think about the season 
of Advent, the same things are true of this time in the church’s 

calendar.  Whilst it’s true that Advent leads to Christmas, it is, of 
itself a valuable time of preparation.  It’s 
a time of getting ready, yes but it’s also a 
time of reflection, of making sure that the 
mystery at the heart of Christmas doesn’t 
get lost in the tinsel, lights and wrapping 
paper of ‘The Most Wonderful Time of 
the Year!’  At Christ Church we will be 
getting ready to celebrate the mystery of 
the incarnation; of God coming to live 
with us, as one of us, sharing our joys and 
our sorrows – the best present anyone 
could get.  You are very welcome to join 
us – but whatever you decide, I wish you 
a very Merry Christmas and a blessed and peaceful New Year.

Reverend Siân Collins, Christchurch

Churches Together 
in Nailsworth

MAIN SUNDAY SERVICES

	 9.30	am	 St	George,	Church	St

	 10.30	am	 Christ	Church,		
Newmarket	Road

	 10.30	am	 Quakers’	Meeting	House,	
Chestnut	Hill

	 11.00	am	 Priory	Church,	Inchbrook
Everyone welcome. 
Children’s activities 

included at all these services.

St George’s is not just for 
Christmas

Recently, I met a man who had lived in 
Nailsworth for 4 years. I was amazed that 
though he had walked past it many times 
(he knew where the Village Inn was), he 
had no idea where the church was!
 That set me thinking... Not very long ago 
(even in my lifetime), everyone used the 
local church as a marker for directions.
 The NN battle cry for us locals concerning 

our shops is ‘Use it or Lose it’! It is exactly 
the same for St. George’s. People think the 
church is wealthy and it would be if it sold 
its assets and put the money in the bank.
 So what is the church for? In Biblical 
times, the church was a gathering of 
Believers in private houses. Churches 
were only built when the numbers became 
too great, so a church is only a gathering of 
like-minded people.
 I am sure that there are a few people 
who would not worry if the church in 

Nailsworth closed, but 
for many it would be 
an outrage. Apart from 
the Sunday Services, 
St. George’s is used for 
Baptisms, Weddings and 
Funerals and many like 
to attend Remembrance 
Sunday, Christmas and 
Easter.  It is used by the 
local schools and the 
Nailsworth Festival. As 
well, the Parish Rooms 
are used by many for 

meetings and 
C h r i s t i a n 
Aid hold 
their weekly 
l u n c h e s 
there.  Others 
like to come 
to the Church 
at times of 
thanksgiving 
or sadness or 
just for a few 
moments to 
think.
We have 
a vibrant 
congregation 
who give 
generously but it is very expensive to 
keep such a large building running and in 
good repair. Are you able to help?  Giving  
a small amount regularly or  helping 
practically would may a huge difference. 
If the people of Nailsworth don’t look after 
their church, it might not be there forever. 
‘Use it or lose it.’ (MS)

No call out fee, 

minor jobs taken!
07779 094714
01453 872299

Rhythmical Massage Therapy
I can help you with:

Stress • Anxiety • Depression
Insomnia • Migraine • Headache

Asthma • Arthritis • Back Pain

Special Offers  
available 

Nagako Cooper
01453 836066

Nailsworth Natural Health Centre
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Knickers to Christmas!

KnickerBockers Lingerie in 
Fountain Street would like to appeal 
to tardy gents who may not have got 
themselves organised for the festive 
season. Whilst KnickerBockers do have 
all the sizes in all the colours, these are 
not in-exhaustive, especially when all 
the gents seem to shop for all the sizes 
in all the colours on Christmas Eve. 

This wonderful boutique sells a 
wide range of underwear, hosiery, sleep 
wear, maternity lingerie and swim wear. 
They are a Lingerie Styling Certified 
Shop which means that they are experts 
who can help you to find a perfect fit.

Stock is available in a wide range 
from size A to size I and that perfect 
fit can make such a difference to a 
ladies’ silhouette and confidence. Bras 
are available wired or soft and expert 

(discreet) help 
can make such 
a difference to 
one’s lingerie 
wardrobe. 

One of 
several  ranges 
includes 
‘Prima 
Donna’. This 
is described 
as a Luxury 
range but is a 
stratosphere 
away from 
many of the 
high street 
offerings. The 
photograph 
illustrates that one Prima Donna bra 
contains 47 pieces: more than double 

the high street standards.
Gents may now be feeling 

a small sweat coming on - 
don’t worry. The shop can 
offer a ‘fitting package’ 
voucher which will accept 

your loved one for a fitting and a 
contribution (value of your choice) 
towards the desired article. Having at 
least one bra in one’s collection which 
isn’t grey, stringy, with fitted antenna 
(wiring erupting from the seams), 
actually fits and makes you feel good, 
at whatever age, is a desirable offering.

Pads ‘n’ Paws
If Jacky Smith needed a middle name it would be ‘Helpful’. 

Born in Nailsworth she’s lived here all her life apart from three 
years in Wales, enough to make her realise that Nailsworth’s a good 
place to which to come back. She’s always done things for her 
neighbours, collecting prescriptions, shopping, delivering parcels 
and the like. She was a Nailsworth News distributor until full time 
work made that impossible. 

Now, after eleven years working at Marling School, she’s set up 
Pads ‘n’ Paws, a one woman business targeted at helping people, 
particularly in relation to their pets. Jacky loves animals and if you 
want someone to walk your dog(s) when you can’t or to feed the cat 
while you’re away Jacky will look after you – and your pet. 

She’ll also collect and deliver and mind your house (Pad?) when 
the man’s supposed to come to fix the boiler and you can’t be there. 
Call 833518, or pick up a 
leaflet at the 
TIC; you 
won’t be 
disappointed. 

PPDM Builders  
Let us look after you.

Do you need some plastering, painting, 
kitchen fitting, flooring or just about any-
thing else done in or around your home?
We are a family based company with years of 

experience and between us we can do just about 
everything. We are certified for electrical work 

and plumbing.
For a free quote call Andy on  

01453 832824 / 07825 235949  
Horsley based

Email -ppdmbuilders@btinternet.com
Visit us – www.ppdm.co.uk 

NAILSWORTH AERIAL SERVICES
(TIME SERVED ENGINEER WITH 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE)

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT SERVICE

Digital Freeview BBC Freesat 

Telephone Extensions Extra TV Points Fitted

Storm Damage 7 Day Service

Sky Faults OAP Discount

CONTACT: 

01453 833293 or 0775 9144979
Free Estimates

Cute Vacation - Old Mother Hubbard is 
relocating once again. Anne and Steve Stuart have 
taken over the site in the Old George development 
vacated by Cute. 

This will become the new OMH. The corner 
shop, where OMH is presently will be used to bring 
stuff in from the warehouse and will be Steve’s pre-
serve. 

Concept East Coast won’t be affected and will 
carry on as at present.  Anne (Russell as she then 
was) opened OMH for the first time rather more 
than fifteen years ago in the site to which she is re-
turning. It’s not full circle; it’s just – as we said in 
June 2011 – moving on and up!

16
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You can always count on us 
to deliver an unforgettable 
gift, designed and made to 

the highest standard.

5a Fountain Street, 
Nailsworth GL6 0BL 

Tel: 01453 836 714

Website: www.jacarandanailsworth.co.uk
Email: jacarandaflowers@btconnect.com

Rougé - The Coffee House is 
now very much up and running. 
Asking Mark Rougé why he 
wanted to compete with the other 
15+ similar establishments in town, 
he quite simply stated that he was 
serving on a different basis, that is 
“pop in and go.” 

Passing trade is the name of the 
game where people can get fine 
quality coffee, teas and soft drinks 
along with cakes, cheesecakes, pastries and other goodies and move on. 
Of course one can sit in lovely surroundings if the need is there. 

The “Cake and Take” service is a rather new concept and Mark has 
experienced this being successful 
elsewhere. All the popular coffee 
styles are available and all produce 
is locally sourced and fresh. Try 
the coffee of your choice with a 
caramel or vanilla syrup added - 
amazing! If you are sitting in, there 
is free Wi-Fi available and one will 
be able to pre-order one’s coffee 
and cakes through the website and 
your smart phone ... ingenious! 
Contact Mark on - 01453 391978 
www.rougethecoffeehouse.co.uk 

Open: Mon - Sat 8am - 6pm

The TradePlas Building (A46) is now a new vibrant shopping area offering all sorts of new experiences ...

Fifi’s Hair Boutique - has moved to the 
TradePlas Building after 5 years in Fountain 
Street - more space, luxurious surroundings and 
no problem with parking! Phoebe Blythe - Salon 
owner says, “We are really excited to have moved 
to this new location. 
It is a fabulous 
building and houses 
some interesting 
businesses. Lewis 
Brown, my stylist 
will be helping me to 
create that luxurious 
and relaxed 
atmosphere that our 
clients at FiFi’s so 
enjoy. FiFi’s are 
pleased to welcome 
senior stylist Jamie 
Pettit to the team. 
Jamie has a wealth 
of experience and 
will be a great asset 
to the salon.” 

FiFis will continue to offer quality unisex 
hairstyles specialising in colour and re-styles.

As a special gift from Fi Fi’s to their new and 
current clients, they will be offering 20% off with 
Lewis throughout the whole of January!

Phoebe’s staff have a wealth of experience 
- Lewis is a trained pro from Stroud College and 
Jamie has years of experience as well from local 
salons and also ‘Tony & Guy’.

All the staff have regular training in the latest 
styles and techniques, fashion, colour etc.

Book soon for the FiFi’s experience. Open: 
Tuesday - Sunday: 9 - 6pm. Call for an appointment 
on: 01453 833346

…and…
Sunday 9th December: There is also a special 

drinks reception for their wonderful clients, 
welcoming you to the new salon and spreading 
some festive cheer. Children are very welcome! 
Drinks and nibbles from 2-4pm!

Shelley Cregg has also opened a new emporium in the TadePlas 
Building and Whitcombes Interiors is here to serve all those into interior 
design in terms of decor, furnishings and anything ‘shabby chic’. 

The business started a few years ago as an Antique & Restoration business 
selling mostly on line and based in Miserden. It 
soon branched into offering a full interior design 
service covering upholstery, design, soft furnishing, 
furniture etc. And from the work load and the 
demand Shelley has broadened her horizons still 
further and brought her ideas to the shop window 
here in Nailsworth! Her goods are very much 
French inspired and some items definitely arrive 
from France! Home gifts including full dinner 
services, table linens, curtains, quilts, bathroom/
kitchen goods and a full fabric range are all on show 
and anything you 
cannot find, Shelley 
can order for you. 
Stock changes all 
the time, so keep 
coming back and 
see what is on offer. 
Asked what her 
shop can offer that 
similar ones on town 
don’t already have, 

Shelley simply stated, “‘Price! We try to keep 
our prices as low as possible and offer a price 
promise on all like for like items including 
branded lines such as DRIFT Classics and 
TG Woodware’”

There is so much of quality on show, so 
pop in and have a great browse for yourself. 
In 2013, Shelley is starting again her Short 
Courses in basic Restoration & Interior 
Design here in her shop. 

Call for further details, Open: Tuesday 
- Friday 9.30 - 12.30 / Saturdays - 10 - 5pm  
01453 700203 

www.whitcombesinteriors.co.uk

Hayley, Claire, Karen & Sarah 
would like to wish all our 

past, present and future customers a 
Happy Christmas & Prosperous New Year!

Look out for our great deals next year!

Visit us at:
The Old Stamp O�ce, George Street  Nailsworth  

Call us on: 01453 836186
Email: nailsworth@milesmorgantravel.co.uk
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Nailsworth Ironmongers - is to close. The closure will be gradual 
and for several weeks the shop will be open as stock is run down. 

Why is Gordon Pearce closing his business down? There are a number of reasons. 
His father, who owns the building, suffered a stroke. Government ‘interference’ 
makes life ever more difficult for small businesses like his. His favoured wholesalers 
are closing so his ability to get things quickly that he doesn’t have in stock isn’t what 
he’d like it to be. 

Trade generally isn’t very good. We’ve all heard about the recession but you 
need to be in the retail trade to appreciate exactly what that means. And, finally, his 
female staff has been subject to verbal abuse by ‘customers’ and that he won’t stand. 

Gordon is a tough character and he’d have been quite capable of dealing with any 
of these individually but the combination… 

Gordon was our ‘hero’ in November 2003 and of him we said ‘always willing to 
help’ and what was true then is true now. If he hasn’t got it he’ll advise you of where 
and how to get it; a model for all shop keepers. 

Outside the shop Gordon has contributed repeatedly and constructively to town 
affairs. People will remember his contribution to the discussion on giving Nailsworth 
an alcohol free centre and the input he made to the debate of charging for car parking 
in Nailsworth. The shop may be going but we must all hope he isn’t.

“So much to see for all ages” is the 
unofficial logo for Enchanted Childhood Toy Shop which 
is now very much up and running and wow!, what a toy 
emporium! (Our NN reporter eulogised from start to finish 
on times gone past!) Based in the courtyard behind Sharland 
and Lewis in Days Mill, it is a wonderful place to explore for 
all age groups! The shop is the new business of Angharad 
and David James who recently returned from working in 
Afghanistan and decided it was time to change course for 
the sake of the two children. Now living in Leighterton, 
Nailsworth is well known to them and with the recent 
closing of Starshine, the opportunity arose to start another 
toyshop. Toys are available for years 0 - 8+ and there is a 

huge range 
of wooden 
a n d 
d e s i g n e r 
toys all 
made from 
n a t u r a l 
materials. 
There is 
g i f t w a r e 
for parties 
/ birthdays 

etc and plenty 
of individual 
items and 
toys all 
supplied by 
independents 
which are 
as locally 
sourced as 
p o s s i b l e . 
Brio train sets 
are always 
popular, and 
there are 
ride on toys, 
pedal cars, 
dolls’ houses, 
dressing-up 
gear, puppets, 
educational kits and so much more! And if you have ever 
thought you would like your little one to experience the joys 
of a piano - try out the mini-grand in store!  Open: Monday 
- Saturday 10am - 5pm and Sunday 11am - 3pm. 
They will be having late night opening until 9pm every 
Friday evening up until Christmas.
www.enchantedchildhood.co.uk

SHIRE 
SCHOOL OF MOTORING
www.shireschoolofmotoring.com

07836 314153

Keddie Childcare
Emma Keddie 
has started a new 
venture in Forest 
Green offering child 
minding in a happy, 
caring and safe environment for 
all your child’s needs.
Based in Forest Green with full 
or part-time spaces available.
For more information please call 
Emma on 01453 839322
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Villa in the Village
Another new shop at TradePlas site is Villa in the Village. The Rollins family, 
made up of Emma, her husband Patrick and their young children Milo 
and Tilly, have been fortunate enough to spend many years exploring this 
beautiful world we all live in. 

From remote villages in the Himalayas, to white sandy beaches in 
Indonesia, they have travelled far and wide being inspired by different 
cultures and religions. They have found an amazing array of beautiful people, 
with incredible trinkets and treasures, clothing, and different ways of living. 

In creating their new shop in Nailsworth, they combine everything that 
they have discovered to create a magical collection of home wares, fashion 
and jewellery. It is a melting pot of adventures abroad, with English heritage, 
new hopes and dreams coupled with valuing craftsmanship, old traditions and 
beliefs. Added in is their passion for design and style, resulting in collections 
to be worn and adored - be it to wear on the beach in Bali, interiors for a 
bar in New York, or for your Villa in Bermuda or Village home 
in England, they hope you fill your homes and wardrobes with 
their eclectic finds and treasures, enjoying them as much as they 
have enjoyed creating and collecting them.

Local photo - Kim Massey

Glenholm is back in service. The new tenant is Steller 
Systems Ltd, an engineering consultancy specialising in 
ship, submarine and superyacht design and the integration of 
complex systems. 

The company, named after Steller’s Sea Eagle, has been 
trading for just over a year and now has five members of staff. 
The directors, Robert and Samantha Skarda, have recently 
moved the rapidly expanding business into town, so as to 
allow for further expansion, while continuing to achieve the 
family/work life balance they seek. 

Robert is a Naval Architect by profession and with their 
major clients in the Bristol area, it is possible to base such 
a business in an inland town! Robert and Samantha settled 
in Nailsworth three years ago for their children’s education. 
They value the people, place, unique blend of shops and the 
three minute commute. They’ve found Nailsworth technically 
very supportive - there are a surprising number of things you 
can get done within the town; they really like to keep it local.

Personal Best Studio owned by Carl Benton 
and his wife, Chiropractor Kristine Hagen, has just 
finished refurbishing its premises at Frogmarsh Mill, 
where they’ve been for eleven years. 

They’ve refurbished the existing space and extended 
to provide an extra three treatment rooms for various 
physical therapy supports. Carl said: “Running a small, 
specialist business in a tough economic climate really 
makes you focus on what your customers want. People 
don’t just come to us to get fit; they want chiropractic 
treatment, healthy living support and even counselling. 
Our aim is to be able to provide that under one roof and 
we have expanded to allow more professionals to join 
us.”

Personal Best Studio offers tailored fitness training for 
golfers, as well as personal training packages, weight loss 
support, physiotherapy, sports therapy and chiropractic 
treatment. For more information contact them on 01453 
873811 or email info@personalbeststudio.co.uk 

Pop Up!
By the time you read this it will probably be too late 

for you to do anything about it but here’s the story, for 
the record. 

When Phoebe vacated 21 Fountain Street for her new 
salon in the TradePlas Building her 
lease still had three weeks to run. 

Enter Eleni Willmot, Adele Bond-
Powell, Amy Murray and Phoebe 
Blyth herself. They set up Pop Up! 
Boutie. The idea is that they’ll sell 
unwanted/worn once items that are 
‘just too good to throw away’. It’s 
like eBay but without the hassle – and 
they’ll deliver for a small commission. 

You drop your items off (quality 
items only – it’s not a jumble sale!) 
give them a rough asking price and 
they’ll label them up, display and sell 
them. 

When we went in it was a busy as a 
bee-hive! But the lease runs out at the 
end of November… We’d say ‘watch 
this space’ because these young ladies 
are a formidable force! 

What a way to use temporarily 
empty shop space.

Colin Smith writes in the hope that someone may be able to 
help. He left some very important items at the Framing Studio in 
Giggs Mill for them to be framed some time ago. 

Carolyn Garraway was the owner at the time but they closed 
down soon after and despite Colin’s best efforts he has not been able 
to contact her since. The items have huge sentimental value.
If anyone can help Colin to contact this lady or associated 
individuals, please call/email the Editor.
editor@nailsworthnews.org.uk    0775 888 2528
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• SALES • LETTINGS

• LAND & NEW HOMES

7 Fountain Street, Nailsworth, 
Glos. GL6 0BL 

www.perrybishop.co.uk 
Tel: 01453 836736

Email: nailsworth@perrybishop.co.uk

BLACK8BIKES
Ever heard of a bike shop doing ‘Pick & Mix’? Black8Bikes (Market 

Street) is the best place and the best way to get all you need for your biking 
experience until the end of January 
2013. 

The Pick & Mix range starts at £30 
and enables the bike enthusiast to fill 
his basket with a range of goodies 
from cleaning / maintenance ware, 
winter kits / neck warmers / thermals 
etc.,/ lights / mud guards and so much 
more! 

There are also Gift Sets and 
Vouchers from £5 - £50 available. 
With a new range of stock, 
‘Adventure’ Bikes for example and so 
many more things, the Black8Bikes 
business is going from strength to 
strength, thanks to the great local 
support and now from further afield. 

Pop in early and plan ahead. Call 
Luke for more info. on 
01453 298487  
www.black8bikes.com 

Scouts 
Nailsworth Scout Group will be holding 

a fundraising event on Sat 22nd Dec from 
9.30am outside Nailsworth Library.

Mulled Wine, hotdogs, hot chocolate with 
cream, cake stall.   

 They also currently have vacancies for 
beavers age 6-8 and cubs age 8-10

Please contact Mrs Cooke 07779 498883

A very Driving 
Christmas present 
a Christmas present from 
Shire School of Motoring 

- see page 20

Lunch Club!
A new event sponsored by ‘In Touch 

Project’ and ‘Gloucestershire Rural 
Community Council’ is about to begin. 
This is especially for those who would 
enjoy some company.

The monthly Lunch Club is to start 
in the Arkell Community Centre, Forest 

Green, from January 2013 with help 
from Scrumptious in Nailsworth.

To gauge interest there will be a 
‘taster’ two course meal on Monday 
Dec 10 at 12.15pm – 2.00pm 
consisting of homemade soup and a 
pudding at a cost of £5.

To book a place, please phone either 
Angela on 834260 or Margaret on 
834996

Health Walks Go Further!
On Wednesday 5th December, you may like 

to join Rosalind John and Marilyn Miles, Chair 
of the Nailsworth Health Partnership (NHP), in 
the first of their new, longer, Nailsworth health 
walks. 

For some time, thanks to Pam Browne and 
Stroud District Council, many people have been 
enjoying the weekly health walks each Tuesday 
afternoon, and these have proved tremendously 
helpful both health-wise and socially - and will 
of course continue.

If, as an extra challenge, you would now like 
to venture a bit further, go and try the new walk, 
which NHP is promoting. To begin with, they 
envisage it being a monthly walk but it could in 
the Spring become fortnightly if people wish. 

Start time is 10 am, outside Nailsworth Li-
brary. It will be around 4 miles or so, about 2 to 
2½ hours, and will take you out into the lovely 
surrounding countryside - so go suitably dressed 
and shod to cope with the weather, maybe some 
mud, a hill or two and a few stiles! You may also 
want to bring a small drink and snack with you 
and there’ll have a brief stop along the way.

The second walk will be on Wednesday 2nd 
January 2013, same meeting-point, so make a 
note in your new diary and start the New Year off 
with some healthy exercise and good company. 
Feel free to ring Rosalind John on 834485 if 
you’d like any more information or (before 
9.30 am.) on the day if there are doubts about 
the weather. They’ll aim to do the walk unless 
conditions are really unpleasant.

Windsoredge - Gordon Jones
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PROTECT AGAINST MASTS (PAM)
A group of individuals have become concerned about the 

stepped-up radiation (now 3G) from the six mobile phone 
masts in Nailsworth. They are calling an open free public 
meeting in the Nailsworth library (the Mortimer Room) on 
Tuesday December 11th @ 7:30. 

There will be a speaker, and everyone is invited who is 
suffering radiation symptoms, or who is simply concerned 
about the effects of radio and microwaves. 

Radiation symptoms 
might include: 
depression, headaches, 
d i z z i n e s s , f a t i g u e , 
insomnia and the 
feeling of heating up.

Anyone who 
considers themselves 
to be suffering these 
symptoms should 
attend and hand in a 
list of their symptoms.

Nailsworth Subscription 
Rooms

A year of fund raising and 
refurbishments to an historic building in 
the centre of Nailsworth culminates with 
a stirring memorial concert on Sunday 
9th December.

Conductor Paul McLaughlin will 
lead the Nailsworth Silver Band when 
they present the Philip Sawyer Memorial 
Concert at the Nailsworth Subscription 
Rooms, starting at 3 p.m., with proceeds 
being donated to the continuing 
restoration of the building in Bath Road. 

Philip Sawyer is fondly remembered 
as a great supporter of organizations in 
the town and in his Will he left generous 
bequests to the Silver Band and for 
the continuation of youth work at the 
Subscription Rooms as well as to other 
groups. In December every year a concert 
is performed by the Band in his memory.    

During the past 12 months, Nailsworth 
Youth and Community Enterprise, which 
manages the former Boys’ Club building, 
has overseen considerable improvements.  
These include new secondary glazing for 
windows in the large hall upstairs and 
rooms on the ground floor, insulation of 
the entire roof space, new staging and 

some re-roofing, much of which was made possible thanks 
to a generous donation from Gloucestershire Environmental 
Trust.

An attractive garden area has also been created by a 
Through the Gate work party from Leyhill Prison supervised 
by Kevin Jones. Here a memorial bench to Arthur Humphries, 
Boys’ Club leader of the 1950s-80s, will be placed once it 
has been built by members of the Nailsworth Men’s Shed, 
who meet weekly in the workshop on the ground floor of the 
Subscription Rooms. 

NYCE chairman John Rowley said: “It has been a 
fantastically busy year which has seen a transformation in 
this great building that we manage for the town.  

The hall is a wonderful space to hold all sorts of events, 
from parties to concerts, table tennis tournaments and 
badminton and it is now warmer and more attractive than 
ever.” 

The Trustees currently have plans in the pipeline for 
further improvements to the building to enable even more 
community use of the facilities in the heart of the town.  

To rent the hall contact Fern Bratby on 01453 832332. 
Tickets for the Philip Sawyer Memorial Concert which cost 
£5 or £1 for under 16s, to include light refreshments, may be 
purchased from Shiny Goodness in Fountain Street. Please 
come and enjoy the music of our talented local Silver Band. 

Stroud College courses at the Arkell Centre
Stroud College is forming a new partnership with the Arkell Centre to 

make their courses more accessible to people in Nailsworth. Karen Ashley the 
community development manager at the College would like to hear what type 
of courses you would be interested in and whether you could make daytime or 
evening.

Currently on offer is: 

• Computing for Beginners with some knowledge Fridays 1-3pm starting 
January 18 

• New Beginnings for Women (Free)
• Confidence and Assertiveness (Free)
• Languages (Spanish, French and Italian)
• Tai Chi
• Yoga
• DIY (Free)
• Up cycling your furniture and clothes
• Skills for life Maths and English (Free)
• Art Classes (watercolours)
• Book Keeping and Accounts
• Employability (Free) 4 week course preparing for  job and applications  

interviews
• Digital Photography

Please contact Karen on 01453 761180 or email her on 
karenashley@sgscol.ac.uk if you are interested in this or any of the courses.

A very Driving 
Christmas present 

Shire School of 
Motoring

if you learn with 
us we will pay for 
your driving test 

(subject to instructor 
discretion)

•	 extra	sockets	&	lights
•	 security	lighting
•	 fuse	board	changes
•	 fault	finding	&	rectification
•	 test	&	inspection

•	 Solar	PV		
Installations

•	 Electric	Vehicle	
Charging	Station	

Installation

All	work	insured	&	guaranteed.		

NICEIC	Domestic	Installer
For	a	FREE	QUOTE,	call	Simon		
on	01453	834323	/	0777	3333061

email:	simon@cirruselectrical.com
Friday night Bingo Arkell 

Due to the decline in numbers 
over the last few months, the 
sessions have been running at a loss 
and are no longer viable; this is such 
a shame for those who have enjoyed 
coming each week and attendees 
are thanked for their support.  

The equipment and books will still be available at 
the Arkell Centre and anyone wishing to use them 
can contact the Clerk at the Town Hall on 833592. 
But, as one door closes another opens - there will 
be a Lunch Club at the Arkell Centre on the 10th 
December offering 2 courses for £5 - see p19
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A fan’s view of FGR these last weeks:
“... playing very well. 4 - 1 today could have been 8 and 

at last playing like a real team! The squad is very strong and 
Hockaday has got a lot of players to choose from. Stars at 
the minute are Norwood, Matt Taylor, Green, Oshodi and 
Kuwklouski. If you look at the last 6 or 7 games FGR have 
only lost by the odd goal so they are playing like a top team as it 

stands. Hovering just 
behind the top of 
the table just now, 
so fingers crossed. 
I think they will get 
in the play offs! The 
fans were on fine 
form but you know 
how fickle they can 
be! The table says 
it all - they deserve 
better gates as they 
are playing almost 
Brazlian football at 
times!”

Christmas is always 
a time of a heavy 

football schedule and there are some massive games coming 
up. Boxing Day brings on the local ‘derby’ v Newport Co. 
A top of the table clash and it could be a classic with a  huge 
crowd - arrive early and soak up the delights of the day! - this 
match could well set the standard for the rest of the season!

Shortwood Utd are having a bit of a rough ride just 
now, but at least results are starting to go in their favour. 
Impressive cup results are showing that when the luck is with 
them, along with the obvious skill of the team, then the goals 
come and the confidence grows. 

Excellent to note that the supporters are always generous, 
rarely show any negativity to the players and appreciate that 
it is going to be  a long season but definitely one which is 
showing much promise already!

Winter is drawing 
ever closer and the 
smell of those hot 
pies wafting across 
the terraces is 
enough to make any 
football fan crave 
for the experience! 
See you there and 
compare notes on 
that food ... as well 
as the footie!

As part of NN’s informal series of lesser known teams, we 
introduce AFC NAILSWORTH. Mentioned recently 
in passing, it is good to note what Luke Burrows has 

done to create a new sporting outfit for the town. Two years 
ago, there was a need for some football for the teenage group. 
Luke created a team and as it has grown up, so the team has 

had to play 
in a higher 
age division 
- it has not 
always been 
an easy 
t r a n s i t i o n 
to higher 
standards of 
football, but 
the will is 
there and the 

commitment as well.
It has been “an interesting awakening playing in the U18s 
Bristol Combination League and something which has been 
a bit of a learning curve as well ...” With experience comes 
success and although results have not always been easy to 
gain this season, with the innate passion, it will surely come.
Sam Martin is the team manager and Bruce Weatherston 
oversees the general day 
to day affairs of the Club.
New players and help are 
always welcomed - call 
Bruce for more info and 
details: 01453 834660.
A special thanks to (a) 
Coles Electrical for the 
firm’s kind donation 
recently and (b) to Don 
Luke (Groundsman 
KGV, Nympsfield) for 
always having a perfect 
pitch to play on.

Horsley Utd are another 
local team of ours struggling 
a little - plenty of endeavour 
is more than evident but some 
strong teams lately have put too 
much pressure on the defence 
and the team have found it hard 
to make headway the other end of 
the pitch. Two penalty misses in a 
recent cup game says it all really, 
but the players certainly ‘enjoyed’ 
the experience of a sudden-death 
penalty shoot-out, even though 
(like England seem to do so well) 
came out second best!

Getting ‘in the swim’ locally
Earlier in the year, Nailsworth News reported on the need 

for new members at Box Swimming Club. We are advised 
that NN readers were successfully encouraged to join the club 
and go for a good splash.

The Club go further and suggest that they should consider 
renaming themselves as ‘Box and Nailsworth Swimming 
Club’! However, they still need more members to ensure that 
they remain viable.

Box Swimming Club is open to adults or accompanied 
teenagers on Thursday evenings 8.30 to 9.30pm. It is based 
in Beaudesert Park School 
Swimming Pool, which is 
a good size with lanes to 
suitswimmers of varying 
abilities and speeds. 

There is underwater 
lighting for a relaxing 
atmosphere. and you can 
expend as much or little 
energy as you like. 

If you are interested 
in joining the club, please 
contact 

Andrew Pettit 
834766

boxswim@box-village.com

Face in the Crowd. 
Is this YOU?
If so, you qualify for a FREE 
ground pass to FGR’s next 
Home match. Just call in at the 
Club Office with a copy of this 
paper. (Brought to you by NN in 
association with FGRFC)
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Regular weekly events December/January 2012
S Communion Service, St. Georges, 9.30 am

M
on

da
y

Tracy Young, Arkell Centre, Monday Drop In 10am – 12 noon

Taiji & Qi Gong exercise classes, Nailsworth Town Hall, 9.30 am, 10.45 am, 
12 noon. £6  Info: Jeff Docherty 07970 303694

Archive Office open, Town Hall, 10 am – 12 noon

Zumba Gold Class, Nailworth Youth Club, 10.30 – 11.30 am, £5.  Info 
Helen 07799 620117

Baby Bounce and Rhyme, Library, 11.30 am– 12.00 noon  (term time only)

Pacerpole walking for posture (approx 1 – 1½ hr)  2 pm from 1st Oct.  Info: 
Pam Browne 832907. Pacerpoles provided. Charge £4

Fun & games for all the family, Arkell Centre, 3.30 – 4.30 pm (29th October – 
3rd December) Info: 07547 857190 or 832974

Nailsworth Silver Band Rehearsals, Band Room Brewery Lane, Beginners 
5.30 pm, Training Band 6 pm, Band Rehearsal 7.15 pm

Zumba class, Nailsworth Recreation Centre, 6 – 7 pm, £5, Info: 07734 886275 
or ruth.king123@btopenworld.com

Cotswold Allrunners, King George V Playing Fields, 6.30 pm.  Info: 07939 
102102 or www.carun.org

Buddhist Meditation, Friends Meeting House, 7.15 pm.  Suggested donation 
£3.  Info: James 07867 767605

Aerobics & Body Conditioning, Christ Church Hall, 9.30 am and 7.15 pm Info: 
Tina on 753895

Table Tennis for all, Subscription Rooms, 7.30 – 10.00 pm.  First 
session Free

1st Nailsworth Brownies (ages 7 – 10 years).  Info www/girlguidingnailsworth.
wordpress.com/contact/

1st Nailsworth Guides (ages 10 – 14 years).  Info Info www/
girlguidingnailsworth.wordpress.com/contact/

Tu
es

da
y

Phoenix Playmates Mother & Toddler Group, Primary School Gym, 9 – 11 am.  
Term time only. £2.50 per child.  Info: 833511

Forest Green Family Drop In, Arkell Centre, 10 – 11.30 am.  Info: 755373

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 10 – 11.30 am.  Info Sally Deacon 751937

Nailsworth ‘Lightwaves’ Shintaido, Christ Church Hall, 1.30-3.30pm. Info: 
David & Nagako Cooper 750598. 1st ‘taster’ session free

Men’s Shed, Nailsworth Community Workshop, Subscription Rooms, 1.30 – 
3.30 pm

Citizens Advice Bureau drop in session, Arkell Community Centre, 
1 – 3.30 pm

Health Walk (30-60 mins). Start Nailsworth Library, 2.00 pm. Info: 832907

X-biking class, FGR Gym, 6 – 6.25 pm.  Info: 832268

Yoga. Christ Church Hall, 6.30 pm.  Info: Chris Hewett 834304

Tae-Kwon-Do, Nailsworth Primary School, 6:30-8:30pm. Info 07715 445729 
or www.mystic-eagle-tkd.com

Circuit class, 7 – 8 pm, FGR Gym.  Info: Liam 07815 187632

Woolly Crafters Group, Mother Goose, 8 – 10 pm Info: 298725

1st Nailsworth Rainbows (5 – 7 years), Info: Info www/girlguidingnailsworth.
wordpress.com/contact/

1st Nailsworth Senior Section (14 – 25 years), Info: www/
girlguidingnailsworth.wordpress.com/contact/

W
ed

Arkell Community Drop In session, 2.20 – 4.15 pm.  Info:  Angela 834260

Pilates on the Ball, Christ Church Hall , 9.30am. Info: Tina 753895

Croc’n’Roll children’s music class (6mths – 4 yrs), FGR football club, 10.00 
am.  £3.50 per class.  Info: Stephanie Urquhart 07957 235413 or stephanie@
crocnroll.co.uk. Term time only

Citizens Advice Bureau drop in sessions, Arkell Centre, 1 – 3.30 pm

Nia Dance class Sawyer Hall, 1.45 pm. (from 5th Sep) Info:Yael 
07545 372077 or www.niayael.co.uk

W
ed

ne
sd

ay

Stroud Valleys Credit Union, Arkell Community Centre, 2.30 – 4 pm.  
Info: 298785 or www.svcu.org.uk

Phoenix Martial Arts Session for children, Arkell Community Centre, 
3.30 pm, Info: 07921 298445

Cotswold Allrunners, King George V Playing Fields, 6.30 pm.  Info: 
07939 102102 or www.carun.org

X-biking class, FGR Gym, 7.30 – 8.15 pm.  Info: 835680

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 7 – 8.30 pm.  Info Sally Deacon 751937

Iyengar Yoga, Mortimer Rooms, 7.30 pm – 9 pm. Info: Alison Griffin 
752249

Pilates, Arkell Community Centre. 6.45 - 7.45 pm, All levels, Info: 
Jo 873229

Brownies, Arkell Community Centre, 6 – 7.15 pm.  Info: Debbie 
832628

T
hu

rs
da

y

Taiji Wuxigong, Christ Church Hall, 9.30 – 11 am, Info: Poh Eng 
836425

Croc’n’Roll children’s music class (6mths – 4 yrs), FGR football 
club, 10.00 am.  £3.50 per class.  Info: Stephanie Urquhart 07957 
235413 or stephanie@crocnroll.co.uk, Term time only

Tinkers Knitting Group, Mother Goose,  10am – 12 noon. All 
welcome inc. crocheters. Info: 298725

Forest Green Senior Citizens Club,  Arkell Community Centre, 2 pm,  
£1.50 per session. Info: Dave Boulton 833411 

Tae-Kwon-Do, Nailsworth Primary School, 6:30-8:30pm. Info 07715 445729 
or www.mystic-eagle-tkd.com

Fun & games for all the family, Arkell Centre 5.15 – 6.15 pm (1st 
November – 6th December, NOT 15th Nov) Info: 07547 857190 or 
832974

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 5.45 – 7.15 pm and 7.30  - 9 pm.  Info 
Sally Deacon 751937

Pilates (experienced and beginners), Mortimer Room, 6.30 and 8.00 
pm.  Info Bea 07717 472129

Tae-Kwon-Do, FGR Gym, 7.00 – 8.30 pm.  Info: 07715 445729 or 
www.mystic-eagle-tkd.com

Kung Fu at Nailsworth Recreation Centre, 7.30 – 9 pm.  £4.50.  Info: 
07922 873934 or kixxglos@hotmail.co.uk

Fr
id

ay

Country Market, Mortimer Room, 8.45 -11am

Parent and up to 5’s group, Arkell Centre 9 – 11 am  
Contact 07879 559784

Free Connect IT course – basic tuition for over 55’s.  Arkell Centre. 
Afternoons, App. Forms TIC. Contact 828491

Pilates, Christ Church, 10 - 11 am, All levels,  Info:  Jo 873229

Awareness through Movement – Feldenkrais Method, Sawyer Hall, 
11 am.  Info: Iraina 832027

Nailsworth Community Workshop session for home educated children 
7 yrs upwards.  9 – 11 am and 11.30 am – 1.30 pm.  £10 per session. 
Info: Pam Brown 07971 737626

Little Angels, Singing and Music for Parents & Toddlers, St. Georges 
Church, 9.30-10am

Singing Sisters, songs from around the world for Mothers & 
children., 10-11.30 am.  Info Bella 835923

Playcircle, Christ Church Rooms, 10.30 – 11.30 am and 11 – 12 
noon.  Creative play session for parents and children under 3’s. Term 
time only. £4.50.  Info 07930 136075.

Archive Office open, Town Hall, 10 am – 12 noon

Bingo, Arkell Centre, 6.30 for 7 pm

Sa
t

Table Tennis for all, Subscription Rooms, 10.00 am – 12 noon.  First 
session Free

Tinkers Knitting Group, Mother Goose,  2.30 – 4.30 pm. All welcome 
inc children with parents. Info: 298725

Nia Dance class, Dance studio FGR Gym 9.30 – 10.30 am.   
Info:Yael 07545 372077 or www.niayael.co.uk

Bingo, Shortwood FC Social Club, 8 pm

Some events may not be running aover the Christmas Holidays 
so do please check before you go.

Merry Christmas! 



What’s On - Dec/Jan 2012/13
To include events, contact Jemma on 07799 

654193 or mail whatson@nailsworthnews.org.uk
Deadline for February 2013, 

15th January 2013 (no NN January)

December 2012
1 Sat Nsoc Theatregoers - The Ladykillers, Malvern. Dep Bus Station 

12.30pm

FGR vs. Nuneaton 3pm

2 Sun Family Portrait Photography Session, Arkell Centre. Booking 
essential. Contact Jonny on 07788 550622

3 Mon ME Support Group, Scrumptious Café 11am. Info Richard 07814 
223567

Nsoc Arts, Crafts & Music/Local Studies Group Joint Christmas 
Celebration, Parish Room 7.30pm

4 Tue SDC Tenant & Benefits Services & Job Centre Plus, Arkell Centre 
9am-12 noon. Info 834996

Safe at Home: Advice & help for Pensioners and Disabled People, 
Arkell Centre 9am-12pm Contact 0800 0323 139

5 Wed Nailsworth Valley Probus, Mortimer Room, 10.30am Village Life in 
mid-Victorian Times

Café & Community Meeting, Christ Church Rooms, 7.30pm. Talk on 
Law & Order by Les Haines

NHP Health Walk. Start Nailsworth Library 10am. Info Ros 834485

7 Fri Vintage & Collectors Fayre, Town Hall 10am-3pm Info 07800 
951964

Nailsworth Film Club - ‘The Woman in Black’, Nailsworth Primary 
School Hall, 8pm. www.nailsworthfilmclub.co.uk

8 Sat Mother Goose - Crochet Sheepskin Slippers9am-1pm and Wool 
Angels 2-6pm Contact 298725

FGR vs. Macclesfield Town 3pm

Shortwood Utd vs. Abingdon 3pm

9 Sun Mobile Police Station, Police Station Carpark 1.30pm-2.15pm

Philip Sawyer Memorial Charity Concert, Subscription Rooms 3pm. 
Tickets £5 or £1 U 16s from Shiny Goodness, Fountain St.

Churches Together Service, Arkell Centre 6.30pm

10 Mon Nailsworth Knitters, Arkell Centre 10am-12pm. Info 834996

W.I. Christmas Party, Parish Rooms 7.30pm Contact Rosemary Davis 
833966

NSoc Local History Group, ‘Millworkers cottages in Nailsworth’, 
Mortimer Room 7.30pm

12 Wed Library Club for Older People 11.30-12.30. Info 832747. Transport 
can be provided

14 Fri Flower Club, Christmas Open Evening, Sibly Hall, Wycliffe 7.30pm

16 Sun Family Service, St George’s Church 9.30am

Newmarket Christmas Market, The George Inn. 4.30pm onwards. 
Stalls, food and music from Nailsworth Silver Band.

Town Carol Service, St. George’s Church 6pm

17 Mon Cotswold Christmas Pie, The Band of the Gloucestershire 
Constabulary. Amberley Church 7pm for 7.30pm. £10 or £5 children 
under 10. Contact 833028

18 Tue Town Council Meeting, Town Hall 7pm

19 Wed Stroud & District Macular Society, Christ Church Hall 10.30am-
12.30pm. Info 833614

Mobile Police Station, Police Station Carpark 1.30pm-2.15pm

22 Sat Farmer’s Market, Mortimer Gardens, 10am-3pm

24 Mon Christmas Eve Family Service, Christ Church 6.30pm

Christmas Eve Service, St George’s Church 11pm

25 Tue Christmas Day Service, St. George’s Church 9.30am

Christmas Day Family Celebrations, Christ Church 10.30am

Priory Church 11am

Quaker Meeting House 11am

26 Wed FGR vs. Newport County 3pm

Shortwood Utd vs. Cirencester Town 3pm

27 Thu Nsoc Ramblers Club, Meet at Library 9.30am. Info 832911ß

29 Sat FGR vs. Kidderminster 3pm

Shortwood Utd vs. Merthyr Town 5.15pm

January 2013
2 Wed NHP Health Walk. Start Nailsworth Library 10am. Info Ros 834485

4 Fri Vintage & Collectors Fayre, Town Hall 10am-3pm Info 07800 
951964

5 Sat Shortwood Utd vs. Scholing 3pm

7 Mon ME Support Group, Scrumptious Café 11am. Info Richard 07814 
223567

8 Tue SDC Tenant & Benefits Services & Job Centre Plus, Arkell Centre 
9am-12 noon. Info 834996

Safe at Home: Advice & help for Pensioners and Disabled People, 
Arkell Centre 9am-12pm Contact 0800 0323 139

10 Thu Mobile Police Station, Police Station Carpark 1.30pm-2.15pm

11 Fri Vintage & Collectors Fayre, Town Hall 10am-3pm

Nailsworth Film Club - ‘Coriolanus’, Nailsworth Primary School 
Hall, 8pm. www.nailsworthfilmclub.co.uk

12 Sat FGR vs. Gateshead 3pm

13 Sun Churches Together Service, Arkell Centre 6.30pm

14 Mon Nailsworth Knitters, Arkell Centre 10am-12pm. Info 834996

14 Mon W.I. January lunch, Parish Rooms, 12-2pm. Contact Rosemary 
833966

16 Wed Library Club for Older People 11.30-12.30. Info 832747. Transport 
can be provided

17 Thu Royal British Legion, Social Club 7.30pm

20 Sun Family Service, St George’s Church 9.30am

Mobile Police Station, Police Station Carpark 1.30pm-2.15pm

22 Tue Town Council Meeting, Town Hall 7pm

FGR vs. Hereford 7.45pm

23 Wed Stroud & District Macular Society, Christ Church Hall 10.30am-
12.30pm. Info 833614

24 Thu Nsoc Ramblers Club, Meet at Library 9.30am. Info 832911

25 Fri W.I. Book Club, Parish Rooms, 2-4pm. Non-members welcome. 
Contact Rosemary 833966

26 Sat Farmer’s Market, Mortimer Gardens, 10am-1pm

Shortwood Utd vs. Tiverton Town 3pm

28 Mon Introduction to Interior Design’ at Whitcombe Interiors (Tradeplas) 
9.30am-4pm Contact Shelley 700203

30 Wed Mobile Police Station, Police Station Carpark 1.30pm-2.15pm

Alzheimer Café, Christ Church Rooms 2-4pm. Info 834714

31 Thu Neighbourhood Warden, Police & Dog Warden drop-in session, 
Arkell Centre, 2-3pm

LEOPARDPRESS.com
 Formerly Hathaway Press & Vale Press

• Private & Trade Printers
    • litho & digital print 
        • graphic design
            • books & magazines
                • brochures
                    • 35 years experience 

Stroud 01453 832259
stroud@leopardpress.com
Old Market Place, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DU

Jacky Smith 
of 

Pads ‘n’ Paws
See article P 16
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NEWPORT COUNTYv

Boxing Day 3.00pm

Upcoming League Fixtures at The New Lawn • Nailsworth • GL6 0FG

www.forestgreenroversfc.com

*Please contact reception for an application form or download a copy from our website.

VIP Dining Family ticket
Two course meal and reserved seats from £40 per head Two adults and two U16’s for £24*

01453 834860

v Macclesfield Town
Sat 8th December
3.00pm

v Kidderminster
Sat 29th December
5.15pm

Standing ticket prices

Adult tickets from £14
U16 tickets from £4

FGR_fixture_2012-13_Newport_boxing.indd   1 12/11/2012   11:30


