
1

April 2014
No. 140Nailsworth 
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A free monthly community paper 
for the parish of Nailsworth, 
available in colour on our website 
www.nailsworthnews.org.uk

MonacoBeach.co.uk
Fabulous cruise and 

Swimwear for smart women
See our website for the famous 

‘Drop 10lbs in 10 seconds’ Miraclesuits
Tree Surgery 
& Felling
Tel 07503 416383

What is this? 
It is a QR Code: 
with the correct 
app on a smartphone, 
scan this and it will take 
you to our website!

‘Nailsworth in the Top 101...  
according to a recent Sunday Times article (16 March 2014). We often wonder who contributes to such polls, but Nailsworth 

is rated so highly because of the ‘posh grub’, William’s, £1m houses in the centre of town, no parking fees ... 
There is so much more to Nailsworth than just this list and how shortsighted the ST editor must be to list this nonsense, 

without paying a personal visit and see why we know Nailsworth should be in the TOP TEN places to live!
This town is rather special for so many more (serious) reasons than posh food etc. It is not a ‘twee’ Cotswold town and 

doesn’t pretend to be. It has light industry, popular shops (always with a 
waiting list for newcomers), places to eat and drink, loads of sports facilities 
to suit every taste, fabulous countryside, a diverse set of people with diverse 
interests, places of worship, great schools (independent, private and state), 
history through the centuries, tourists, and the list just goes on.

Yes, it does have its problems, but then any community does, and we in 
Nailsworth are fortunate to have a Town Council, and other bodies, who do 
try to maintain the workings of the town, whether we believe it or not!

People come here to “work, rest and play”, not for the poshness, not the 
free parking, not the upmarket shops (whatever that means), but because it 
has a unique working and friendly feel that suits so many. 

I for one, would rather work and live here, than in some picture-box 
entity where the majority of contact is with people on holiday and behind a 
camera!        (MS)

Beaudesert Park School 
‘Edible Art’. 
See page 10

“Happy Chocoholic 
Day” 

Or do you mean “Happy Easter”? 
What a pity that yet another 
Christian Festival has been taken 

over by commercialism. 
The roots of the name Easter come from the old English / pagan 

Eostre for a spring festival celebrating new birth and new life after 
the cold and death of the past winter. It just so happened to coincide 
with the Passover of the Jewish faith and when Christianity hit 
these shores, the name stuck. At least the Anglo-Saxons wouldn’t 
be deprived of one of their more important 
festivals!

Easter bunnies and chicks along with Easter 
eggs are all symbolic of the season of new 
birth - hence the time that Christians celebrate 
the ‘new birth’ of Jesus at the Resurrection. 

When one buys Easter Eggs this year, just 
spare a thought for what Easter really means 
and celebrates - it is not complicated and 
it won’t cost you an arm and a leg like the 
chocolate does!
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This year marks the thirtieth 
in which the Passage to 

India has been setting the 
standard for Indian cuisine in 
Nailsworth. 
Over twenty years ago, when 
we were house hunting in 

the area, a Sunday lunch in the Passage 
with food and wonderfully friendly and 
courteous staff convinced us we’d found 
the right town. 
From May 1st, the Passage will no 
longer sell alcoholic drinks, so if you 
really value your glass of Cobra with 
your biryani, April will be your last 
chance. BA

Views expressed in this paper are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Nailsworth News team. We reserve the right to edit or omit any material submitted for 
publication. No liability is accepted for loss or damage arising from any omission of copy or advertising. Material submitted for publication will only be returned if accompanied 
by a SAE. Nailsworth News is published and distributed entirely by volunteers, with production costs defrayed by advertising. More volunteers are always welcome - if you 
would like to join the team, please get in touch with the Editor. 
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priority. Payment in advance please: cheques to 
Nailsworth News.
Advertisements are accepted at these rates on 
the basis that they can be incorporated into the 
finished paper without modification. This implies a 
typographic quality standard. If your advert doesn’t 
meet this standard you’ll be asked to resubmit an 
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News team can provide design assistance in which 
case a surcharge will be applied to the cost of the 
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Thinking of moving? 

Is your home ready? 
 

 Call Kim Rowden for help and advice with 
 presentation, decluttering, and organising, to 

enable you to achieve the best selling price 
  
 

 07980 776283 / 01453 861560 
www.cluttercruncher.co.uk 

 

Want a Warmer Home? 

Local home insulation specialists    

  
There’s still time for winter thermals! 

 
Thermal imaging surveys                  Advice,      
from £45 help diagnose                    Solutions 
draughts, damp and                         & Quotes 
insulation problems.                               
Check out what our                   Dave             Sophie 
clients have to say                    07899            07850 
about us at:                                977136         317041                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
WWW.FUTUREPROOFERS.CO.UK 

email: info@futureproofers.co.uk 

Leaded Windows
Specialist in the repair and restoration of stained 
and decorative glass and leaded light windows

In situ repairs to doors and windows in the home

imogenbrereton@hotmail.com
01453 860733     07929927381

www.imogenbrereton.co.uk

An opportunity for Residents to come and hear  
reports from the town’s Groups and Organisations, 

and to question Councillors. 

Congratulations 
to ‘Enchanted 
Childhood’ 

in George Street for 
creating the wonderful 
flower troughs outside 
the shop - the facade 
of the building is 
transformed - a 
delight!

Thank you, thank you 
whoever! We now have 

a spanking new litter bin in 
Old Market replacing the 
damaged one that we’ve been 
on about in recent issues. A 
small, greenish, niggle: was 
the old one really beyond 
repair?

NIGGLESWORTH
I don’t know who is 
responsible for the long stay 
car park in Nailsworth, but 
why do they allow people 
to park illegally next to 
the yellow grit box? Last 
Saturday a big black car 
parked there and blocked in 
my car so that I had a terrible 
job getting out. Would double 
yellow lines help? People can 
be so inconsiderate - anon

Avening Barn
Hazel Redding adds, “Your 
picture of the barn (March 
issue) along the Avening Road 
brought back a memory as we 

always called this ‘Tramps Hotel’. In the l960s, 
any passing tramp would pop in for a night’s 
stay! (What has happened to all those tramps, 
with their billy cans carried behind them?)
The barn was also very near the gas holder. My 
father Jack Perry, would go down on a Sunday 
morning in the l950s to check it was running 
alright, on his BSA Bantam with me hanging on 
the back.”
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Myles Robinson, Mayor of Nailsworth 
Your Council has been 
invited to comment on 
the system of voting 
for Stroud District 
Council elections, as the 
Boundary Commission 
is considering changes 
in 2016. At present 
there is one County 
Councillor and three 
District Councillors 
representing Nailsworth 
& Horsley and elections 
are held every year. 
Each councillor serves 
a four year term. There 
are elections each year 
to elect one district 

councillor on a three year cycle and in the fourth year an 
election for a County Councillor.
Stroud District Council is considering an ‘all out’ election 
every four years, which would mean that County, District and 
Town Council elections could all take place at the same time. 
Nailsworth Town Council favours an election every four years 
believing we might get a broader range of candidates (and 
councillors) and there will be a financial saving. 
I welcome the support of the Nailsworth Garden Group who 
have undertaken to carry out an overhaul of the plants in the 

Mortimer Gardens. The Town 
Council will be providing some new plants and will pay for 
the skip to remove unwanted specimens, but once again I am 
extremely grateful for the voluntary help we receive.
I am delighted to hear of the transformation of the former 
Crystal Fountain complex of some 60 retirement homes at 
Inchbrook into Woodchester Valley Village. Legal problems 
which proved a huge disincentive to buy or lease homes have 
been expertly overcome and the project appears to have a 
bright future. With the freehold ownership now entrusted to 
the residents and their families, I expect this mutual project 
to to quickly attract many new residents to our community. 
Let us hope that the former Crown Inn at Inchbrook will 
also be renovated soon as it provides a sad entrance to the 
Woodchester Valley Village and to Nailsworth Town.
Last Sunday, I was able to take my five grandchildren to 
the newly opened King George V Children Play area. I 
recommend this to parents and grandparents. I was able to sit 
peacefully on the bench with my book, whilst the children 
explored this new and imaginative adventure.
I hope you will make a diary note of Saturday 12th April 
to help with the Town Sweep. Organised by Steve Thorpe 
of the Rotary Club, this will be a fun morning to litter pick 
throughout Nailsworth. Please contact Steve or myself for 
further details.
Please feel free to contact me rfor further details.

myles.robinson@nailsworthtowncouncil.gov.uk
phone 01453 836828

Local Affairs

Telephone:  01453 834899 or 07876 193995
Email: helen@act1.biz

Visit us online at www.act1.biz 

Specialist Curtain Makers

* Subject to availability

Bespoke curtains, blinds 
and all soft furnishings

Interior design advice 
and free consultation*

Help with furniture, carpets,
lighting and all the ingredients 

for a beautiful home

www.milesmorgantravel.co.uk

01453 836186
The Old Stamp Office, George St

Nailsworth, GL6 0AG

Contact Claire today for expert help and advice 

Meet Nailsworth’s 
Australia Specialist

Our reputation is growing and people are contacting us from far and wide to 
enjoy our free appointment service and fi rst-hand experience that 

Claire Griffi ths, our resident Australia Specialist, can offer.

ü FREE Appointment Service
ü Accredited by Tourism Australia
ü First- hand experience
ü Expert advice
ü Passionate about this stunning destination
ü Visa Service

Claire Griffi ths

Resident Australia 

Specialist

Stroud District Council
As we reported last month, both the District and County 

Councils have frozen their budgets at the same level as last 
year meaning that these elements of your council tax have 
not increased. The Police Authority and Town Council have 
increased their taxes so you will see a rise in your council 
tax bills this year.

The District Council is in discussion with the CLT 
(Community Land Trust - www.nailsworthclt.org.uk) 
about the possible development of some of the land that 
it owns in the town which should result in some more 

affordable housing becoming available for local people. 
The redevelopment of the sites in Minchinhampton where 
council houses had to be demolished because of problems 
with their construction method is now underway and will 
again provide some more affordable housing, albeit a little 
further away from Nailsworth.

We are holding a District Councillors’ surgery at Egypt 
Mill on Saturday 12th April from 10:30 to 12:00. Please 
drop in and talk to us about any issues that you think we 
might be able to help you with. 

Rowland Blackwell (01453 833043) cllr.rowland.blackwell@stroud.gov.uk
Paul Carter (01453 832961) cllr.paul.carter@stroud.gov.uk
Emma Sims (01453 835105) cllr.emma.sims@stroud.gov.uk 
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Hobbs House Bakery 
is offering three tempting 
seasonal products. 
There are their own hot cross 
buns (yum!), their special Easter 
biscuits, and a new sourdough 
loaf called St. Martin in honour 
of their baker, Martyn. Martyn’s 
an early riser working from 4am 
to noon and loves sourdoughs. 
The new product weighs in at 
1¼ kg ‘a loaf that lasts and lasts, 
but only if you can resist its alluring texture and flavoursome 
crust’. All are available on line at www.hobbshousebakery.
co.uk but, of course, we in Nailsworth have the shop.

Old Bristol Road  Nailsworth  GL6 0LA  01453 837537    www.rmt.org/ruskin-mill-events  
                                              Gallery and Café open 10am to 4pm daily including Sundays  

Please see our website for full listings  www.rmt.org/ruskin-mill-events 

 
 
 
 
 
                    

 

 
             OUT OF THE ASHES  
      Friday 4 April–Tuesday 29 April  
           A group show featuring work from the newly established Ruskin 
                 Mill College Pottery @Lansdown. The exhibition will showcase 
      intriguing experiments with processes and materials, as well  
        as functional household ware including plates, bowls, mugs  
          and tiles. A selection of work will be available to buy.  
 

 
           EARTH, FIRE & WATER  
           Tuesday 8 April–Thursday 10 April 10am–4pm   
           An accessible, enjoyable introduction to pottery and  
                    the exciting technique of raku firing. Suitable ages 11+.  
      For bookings and further information please contact the  
               Events Office. (Please note: this course takes place at the  
            Ruskin Mill College Pottery @Lansdown) 

    

 

Personal Assistant/Housekeeper
Seeking employment in Gloucestershire.

Excellent references, experience, high 
standards, attention to detail, organised 

with excellent communication skills.  
I am extremely reliable and honest.

Catherine 07923 212415

Help! Do you have a 
spare bed?

The biannual twinning visit 
to Nailsworth takes place 
at the end of May, 
with the delegation from our 
French twin town of Lèves 
arriving Thursday evening 29th 
and leaving early on Sunday 
morning 1st June.

The Association will host a 
small reception on arrival of the 
visitors, and there will be a dinner 
and concert on Saturday evening. 
Friday evening is kept free for hosts and guests 
to do their own thing or get together in smaller 

groups, and Friday and Saturday during the 
day is an opportunity to 

explore our town and 
region.

We need help with 
accommodation and 
if you can provide a 
bed or two for the 
three nights, we would 

greatly appreciate your help.  
Please contact Judith Haines 833547 

or Carole de Lacroix 833339 for more 
information. 

You are warmly invited to join the reciprocal 
visit to France in 2015 to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of our twinning link.

Business & Local Affairs

Gibbering Sprocket?
Allen Williams responded to our March 
question (p20 ‘A View from the ‘W’ and 
what is a ‘gibbering sprocket’ . . ?).
Allen used ‘Bing’ to give us the info and 
all has become clear.
The translation amounts to a ‘gib ring-
sprocket’. The former being a gib-head key (top 
right), and the ring-sprocket being a sprocket 
which has ‘lightening’ holes in it. 

See the images and smile.

Burger King published a 
full page advertisement 
in the April 1st edition of 
‘USA Today’ announcing 
the introduction of the ‘Left-
Handed Whopper’. They claimed 
it contained the same ingredients, 
but with all the condiments rotated 
180 degrees for the benefit of their 
left handed customers. The next 
day thousands of customers were 
reported to have requested it. (1998)

NAILSWORTH ACCOUNTANCY
Town Hall, Old Bristol Road, Nailsworth

01453 835050
Small Practice For Small Clients = Small Fees

 Annual Sales  Annual Fee From
 Up to £15,000 £190.00
 Up to £30,000 £250.00
 Up to £40,000 £280.00
 Over £40,000 By Agreement

Tax Return Completion From £100 -  
Free Initial Consultation

Michael Jefferies FMAAT ICPA & Emma Mills 

Calling all artists, art workshop providers 
and creative folk! South West Art Workshops 
is now in it’s second year and it is pleased to 
announce that, due to its on-going success, it  
will be expanding with a brand new website!
The Website is set to launch in May/June and 
there will be plenty of exciting new features, 
search functionality and events pages.

As part of the new site, it is now able to take on a lot more 
artists and are looking for a wide range of courses, workshops 
and events across the South West Region. If you are currently 
a South West Art Workshops provider, please get in touch with 
your latest courses & prices so that it is up- to- date. It seeks 
energetic, creative, interesting workshops for all ages, ability 
and locations, so if you run workshops or would like to, please 
get in touch through the online application form on South 
West Art Workshops.

www.swartworkshops.co.uk
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William’s Fish Market & Food Hall
By the time you read this William and Rae Beeston will 

be holidaying with their family in Australia. The excitement 
and trauma of selling the business they’d built up over many 
years will be fading memories. We spoke to William in the 
week after the sale was finally completed. He told us he was 
very happy about the end result of quite a protracted sale. He 
was particularly grateful to a staff who for many years had 
contributed to the success of the business making it a pleasure 

to run. They 
had continued 
fully to support 
him during what 
must have been 
a period of some 
uncertainty. And 
he wanted to thank 
his many ‘lovely’, 
loyal customers. 
Nailsworth owes 
a debt to William 
for his major 
contribution in 
putting Nailsworth 

‘on the map’ and we can all join in wishing him and Rae all 
the best for a long and happy retirement.

And, in William’s stead, let’s welcome the new owners, 
Edward and Helen Playne (photo below). We talked to Ed, 
Helen and Marianne Combe about themselves and their plans 
for their new acquisition. Playne is, of course, a significant 
name in Nailsworth’s history and Edward is of the mill owning 
family. He and Helen live in the house which his mill owner 
forebear built in the 17th Century and which has never been 
out of family ownership. They want to continue the shop’s 
fish mongering tradition, with Ed taking charge of the fish 
and the wine. Helen’s background is in the restaurant side of 
the business and she wants 
to continue and enhance 
the Oyster Bar side of the 
enterprise – and not just for 
lunch. 

Helen has worked in public 
relations for restaurants in 
London and knows what 
appeals. Marianne Combe 
has worked in the shop for 
some eight years, mainly on 
the accounting side but she 
has skills and experience 
in almost every aspect of 
the business including the 
delicatessen. Marianne is the 
Managing Director of the new enterprise, with Helen and Ed 
as co-Directors. She is responsible for the day to day running. 
All the staff members who worked for and with William are 
staying on, so there will be familiar faces to greet you when 
you go to shop or for lunch or a coffee. William’s ain’t broke 
and the new team aren’t about to try and fix it. It’ll be steady 
as she goes. You depended on them before for quality products 
and friendly service and you can go on doing just that.

Minding our own Business

Wild 
Garlic
A new addition 
to Nailsworth’s 
vibrant dining 
scene is 
planned at the 
Wild Garlic. 
Nailsworth 
News has the 

full details and all will be revealed next 
month. Matthew is photographed with 
his wife Hannah and their delightful three 
children.

Semi Retired Lady 
Seeks Part Time Flexi Hours

Retail or Office
Own Transport

Call 07919 051323

Huge range of  usual and unusual CRAFT 
MATERIALS. 

Thousands of  B U T T O N S
hundreds of    

R I B B O N S  and tapes.

Specialists in  KNITTING, CROCHETING, 
FELTING  and SEWING

Handmade Knitting Needles as featured 
in ‘The Knitter’

Weekly Workshops and social craft 
groups

mothergooseonline mothergooseonl 

mothergoodsonline

www.mothergooseonline.co.uk

10a Market Street, Nailsworth, GL6 0BX, 
Tel: 01453 298725

Auto 
Bodytech

FREE
Courtesy Car 

plus 

£25 OFF 
on presentation 

of  this advertisement

Inchbrook Trading Estate
(A46) Bath Road, Nailsworth GL5 5EY

One stop shop for all your 
motoring needs

Servicing on all makes and models 
from £79

Body repairs

Vehicle Diagnostics

4 wheel laser alignment

Tyres, Exhausts & More
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Herringbone
As reported in 
last month’s NN, 
Herringbone has 
now opened in 

Wheelwright’s Corner (behind Bruton’s) 
and very successfully too (!), and for those 
into dressmaking and fabrics, enjoy the 
colourful variety of goods on offer in light 
and spacious surrounds. Clare supplies 
dressmaking fabrics, patterns and all kinds 
of haberdashery, and there are also soft 
furnishing fabrics to order -sample books are 
available to view in the shop.

Always cheerful, knowledgeable and here 
to help - call in, browse and ask Clare about 
what she has to offer.

Open: Tuesday - Friday 10am - 5pm. 
Saturdays 9am - 5pm. (01453 833855)

Minding our own Business

Twenty 12 hits 2?
It’s two years since Amy King set up 
her ‘twenty 12 hair boutique’ on the 
Gouldings estate. Happy Birthday!
Kate Turner, Georgie Apew, Amy 
King (owner), Rebecca Williams, Ella 
Williams, Caroline Chater.

 
 

 
 

 

Jodie Thomson T - 01453 764429 E - jodie.thomson@rspcastroud.org.uk

In a move that will excite all budding gardeners and delight the Nailsworth 
Go Green movement, our town is to get some brand new Allotments. 
There will be 14 allotments, of varying sizes, with easy access near 

the middle of the town and the call is going out for 
people to take them on. Allotments can be fantastic 
- there’s nothing better than getting your hands on 
your first vegetable plot. It’s a great feeling, because 
suddenly you have the space to grow whatever you 
want. Hopefully 14 Nailsworth residents will jump 
at the chance to grow fresh organic food cheaply for 
themselves and their families. Because of the location 
there will be restrictions on the height of sheds, 
however there is ample parking nearby. 
The allotments are going to be set up behind the 
Library, below the Hanover housing 
development. Access will be from 

Old Market, through a specially commissioned archway. 
The existing long stay parking spaces will be relocated to 
the Avening Road. A Council Spokesperson said “we are 
often asked about allotments in the town, and we have 
been racking our brains to sort something out. Also there 
are constant complaints about parking in town so we are 
delighted to be able to solve two problems in one fix.”
However not everyone is happy about the plans; Mrs 
Norah Trellis of Churchill Road said to NN “I can’t think 
of anything worse - piles of mouldy cucumbers near the 
TIC and the smell of horse manure wafting up the hill. I’m disgusted.” 
A hopeful gardener, Ms Circadia Johnson-Jones is delighted. “We recently 
moved here but only have a bijou pavé garden, so I’ll be applying for one. I 
can teach Jacinta and Hugo about the countryside and we can grow food at 
the same time. Jacinta will grow sun dried tomatoes and Hugo will have a 
pesto plant. It’s so exciting!” 

BEN’S CHINESE TAKEAWAY & KEBABS 
It is probably very well known to us by now. Ben Guo 

opened here 
in Nailsworth 
in Old Market 
just before 
Christmas and 

recently opened his kebab section in the same shop.
Ben learned his trade from years in a similar takeaway in 
London and moved to King’s Stanley in 2007 to open his own 
business there.
Asked why he chose Nailsworth, the reply was twofold. “So 
many people from Nailsworth were ordering from King’s 
Stanley that is was easier to open up here as well - this town is 
busy and there are many people around all the time - and the 
demand is still great! I would love to live here one day ... it has 
a special atmosphere.”
Ben’s Chinese menu is very much as you would find 
anywhere - Chow Mein, Chop Suey, curry, rice, sweet and 
sour etc., as well as THAI dishes and plenty of choice for 
vegetarians. BUT, he chooses his ingredients carefully, 
uses spices accordingly for his own recipes which give that 
‘something slightly different’ and changes the menu every 
so often.  ‘Traditional’ Set Meals are available. 

Recently, he has opened up his NAILSWORTH KEBABS 
which include all the menus that we are used - kebabs with 
various meats, wraps, burgers, breakfast rolls and chips etc.
SPECIAL ORDERS are available for those bigger events - 
Private functions, larger events and charitable occasions. Ask 
for details and see what 
Ben can offer.
Open from 4.30pm - 
11.00pm every day except 
Mondays (Bank Holiday 
Mondays are open).

Contacts: 01453 
833151 / 07899 776786 
/ e: benstakeawayuk@
hotmail.co.uk and on 

Facebook.
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April News . . . With the road to 
the Horsley tip blocked, the Javelin Park 
Incinerator facing apparently endless delays, 
Stroud District Council vehemently opposed 
to the whole project and the burden of land-fill 
taxes mounting, a new approach is needed. 
On April 1st the formal release of plans for a 
low tech incinerator in Nailsworth is expected.  

The plans call for a circular enclosure some 20 metres in diameter to be built 
partly on the Town Square and partly on Old Market. Traffic on Old Market 
would be diverted on to a new road built over the current car park below Maple 
Tree Court. Rubbish would be burned in an open fire with an ‘eternal flame’ gas 
pilot light. Incombustible waste would be removed from an ash pit periodically 
for onward shipment to China. 
Having proper regard for health and safety the site would be protected by a high 
electric fence with barbed wire topping.  Experts suggest that the fumes from the 
fire would be ‘interesting rather than actually toxic’, should not (greatly) harm 
Princess Anne’s trees and, given prevailing wind directions would not present a 
hazard to Council employees at Ebley Mill or Shire Hall.  
The fire would be managed remotely by a contractor with a CCTV link and 
controls for sprinkler systems, either for water or gasoline. The Fire and Rescue 
Service have expressed reservations about the gasoline spraying facility, but 
have been reassured when it was pointed out that its purpose was to get the 
(expletive deleted) fire going, not to put it out.
Advantages would be low initial cost, traffic calming, providing a centre of 
interest in Town Square. Drawbacks are the loss of much of the car parking 
space in Old Market (‘we’re spending a lot of money on the bus station; more 
people should ride the bus – or walk’) and some easily resolved environmental 
concerns (why does the ash have to go to China? Aren’t there local industries 
that could use it?)

The Nailsworth Community 
Workshop has extended its 

space in the Subscription Rooms 
building and held a well-attended 
music and storytelling evening to 
raise money for Jasmin who is 
going to Kenya this summer for a 
month to help Camps International 
with their work in the community.
She’ll be taking part in voluntary 
work - rebuilding/building houses 
within local communities; working 
within schools and nurseries; and 
helping to maintain the environment, 
planting trees and the like. 
The support was amazing, helping to 
raise £910 towards Jasmin’s trip. 

Community & Business

We’re sure there are many reasons why we’ve been voted the No. 1 
restaurant in Nailsworth according to Trip Advisor 

but why not come and see for yourself!

T: 01453 834802 
www.theolivetree-nailsworth.com  

www.justgiving.com/sheilaclatworthy

The Olive Tree
Mediterranean Restaurant & Pizzeria

Horse Share
person wanted to share 

my handsome 
middle weight hunter.

Would suit somone returning to 
riding or a novice

Good in traffic and to box and 
shoe.

Ideal for hacking and riding club 
events.

Kept at full livery in a private 
yard in Minchinhampton.

01453 872299

Yoga Lessons in Nailsworth
Personal Tuition or Therapy
Individually Developed according
to your Needs, Interests and Direction.
Free Consultation to discuss options.
info@yogastudies.org or  

Greg Saturley and his 
team who brought 

us The Canteen are 
spreading their wings with 
a new venture. Greg was 
approached by the Horsley 
community who now own 
what used to be the pub on 
the corner (which looked at 
one stage as if it was going 
to be demolished) and asked 
if he’d be interested in 
running it. He would. 
There’s still a lot of work 
to do, not least flooring, 
but if all goes well they’ll 
be open for Easter. Will the 
old pub name be resurrected? We’ll just have to wait and 
see. They’ve done well with The Canteen (which is very 
definitely staying) and we wish them every success in 
Horsley.

Several new opportunities have emerged in the Nailsworth 
Community Workshop that it would like to spread the 
word about .

The Workshop is also on the lookout for more tools - especially 
ones for upholstery. A new Upholstery Workshop is planned 
for Thursdays 2.00pm - 4.00pm and 6.00pm - 8.00pm with 
potential for other times by arrangement.

The Workshop invites you to bring along an old chair or stool 
and learn how to transform the same into something more 
elegant.

There are also spaces on the Stained Glass workshop - Friday 
afternoon or Tuesday evening.

Pam Brown
079717 37626

Nailsworth Community Workshop
www.practicalintelligence.org.uk
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The only chestnut tree which 
justifies the name for Chestnut 

Hill has had a pretty drastic 
haircut. Hopefully it will grow 
back to its former glory but that 
won’t be tomorrow. Of course 
it’s a listed tree and planning 
permission is needed to mess about 
with it. This was, initially, denied 
but the decision was appealed and 

the chain saw brigade moved in. 
Not everyone is happy with the process (or the result). There’s a lesson 
here for all of us. Don’t think that an initial planning permission denial 
is the end of the road. Developers and others will always appeal and 
often (some would say all too often) the initial decision is overturned. 
Ceaseless vigilance.

The Youth Club
A while ago I was invited by Tracy Young to tour the 
Nailsworth Youth Club and I was very pleasantly surprised! 
The club offers a space for the Youth Forum meetings. It 
also has individual nights for different age groups; offering 
an opportunity for activities, discussion and relaxation I was 
amazed at the size of the building itself - it’s a Tardis! The 
facilities include a large hall (available to rent out), an art 
room and pool tables, a lounge with games stations and a 
coffee bar! The club also runs summer residential and offers 
those interested a chance to talk through questions concerning 
drugs, alcohol and sexual health with professionals. The 
Youth Club has run for fifty one years and works closely 
in partnership with the police. One of Nailsworth’s best 
kept secrets is that it only has a £1 entry fee! It baffles me 
that - though I’ve been living in Nailsworth nearly all my 
life - I hadn’t checked out the Youth Club! Tracy informs me 
that they get between “seventy and one hundred” children 
through their doors per week. I spoke to someone who used 

to attend the Club and 
she said that when she 
attended, “It was always 
welcoming and good 
place to go as a kid; it 
always had good active 
activities. There was 
always something to do 
and it was a good way 
to spend my time.” The 
place itself is vibrant, 
it feels comfortable and there are pictures of its members on 
the walls. As a community we own the Youth Club, it’s held 
in trust and sponsored by many local benefactors - why not 
make better use of it? I would prompt anyone who hasn’t 
been to pop in and see for yourselves!

Eilidh Houghton - youth@nailsworthnews.org.uk

Community

Square Trunk?
On the border 
of Panama and 
Guatamala, due to a 
strange quirk in the 
local water system, a 
certain branch of the 
sycamore tree grows 
in the form of a square 
trunk. No where else 
in the world is there 
this phenomenon. 
Luckily for carpenters and joiners, this tree grows 
well and reproduces quickly so it can be sustainable 
for commercial use. It has caught the notice of 
‘Nailsworth Planks and Boards’ since it saves the 
business much money in reducing wastage of wood 
and helping create many more straight pieces of 
wood per tree for the building industry. 
As a result, NP&B has secured a major contract with 
Hovis-Homes.PLC to supply boards for their new 
homes being built in Newmarket in 2015. 

For further info, contact: 
01453 831414 or Google ‘Square Trees’

 
City & Guilds trained Mark Kelly 

 
Plumbing  

& Bathrooms 
Local references available 

01453 836096 or 07834 318459 

A great place to work ...
Shops, offices, factory units sometimes available

Give us a call on 01453 832754
email: james@eachamberlain.co.uk  www.eachamberlain.co.uk

Nailsworth 
Mills Estate

D .  S t a i n e r - H u t c h i n s  A r c h i t e c t s  L t d
 5 Bridge Street, Nailsworth, GL6 OAA

T: 01453 839121
  

  Sustainable & ecological design, feasibility studies, planning applications and conservation

dsharchitects.co.uk

‘First class local & seasonal 
food beautifully cooked and  

imaginatively presented in the 
heart of Nailsworth.  

A wonderful wine list, relaxed 
yet sophisticated ambience & 
warm professional service.’

3 Cossack Square 
Nailsworth GL6 0DB

01453 832615  
www.wild-garlic.co.uk 
info@wild-garlic.co.uk

The road to Horsley is open again, though still with traffic lights on a 
single lane stretch. 

On the other hand, the Avening Road between the Weighbridge and the 
entry to Longford’s Mill is closed until 1st of May or until the work to 
replace the gas main has been completed.
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Natural Wheel Clamping?
One of our readers was kind enough 

to send some examples of ‘natural 
wheel clamping’ per our article on the 
‘Dormobile’ page 6 of March issue See 
above.

It tells a story!

Business  & Community

CARPENTER AND JOINER
A COMPLETE CARPENTRY & JOINERY SERVICE, INCLUDING ALLIED BUILDING  

RENOVATIONS, AND ALTERATIONS WORKS. 
PHONE: 07966 431869

Independent Estate Agents 
Residential Sales and Lettings 
14 Fountain Street, 

Nailsworth 
3 London Road, 

Stroud 

Sales: 01453 833747 
Lettings: 01453 833847 

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk 

Sales: 01453 766333 
 

stroud@peterjoy.co.uk 

We can paint your sash windows from the inside out
avoiding the need for sca�old.  Through our sister 

company we can also arrange any necessary repairs.
For details call:  01453 861025 or  07950 888234

   Sash Window Painters Ltd

CURTAINS ~ BLINDS ~ SOFT FURNISHINGS 
LOOSE COVERS ~ REUPHOLSTERY SERVICE
For advice and estimate ring Jenny Powell

Wright Interiors ~ 01453 768899

1976 - In a BBC radio 2 interview, Patrick 
Moore announced that at 9:47am 
Pluto would pass behind Jupiter, 
temporarily lessening Earth’s gravity. 
He told listeners that if they jumped in the air 
at this time they would feel a strange floating 
sensation. Hundreds of people phoned in 
reporting that they had experienced this 
sensation, one woman even reported that 
her, and her 11 friends, had risen from their 
chairs and floated around the room.

The Dormobile 1956
We were delighted to hear from Anthony Burton MBE from 
the Friends of Glendower regarding the ‘Dormobile’ article of 
the March issue of Nailsworth News.
First, a correction to the vehicle details - it was a 1956 Bedford 
model CA Van used for private trips by the Phillips family (not 
a Dormobile which was made as a mobile camper-home).
It was last used in 1978 and parked up outside Glendower 
Cottage Garage in Whips Lane, where nature secured it 
safely by self-sown trees. Founded in 2010, The Friends 
of Glendower are helping in restoration work for Norman 

Phillips, owner of this 
historic 18th century 
cottage in which his famous 
Great Uncle, WH Davies, 
the Welsh Super Tramp, 
died in 1940.
An arrangement was made 
during 2013 for volunteers 
from the Stroud Valleys 
Project to remove the 
trees, and later through the 

Village Agent, for 
removal of the van’s 
rusted remains by the 
Council. There will 
be two opportunities 
this year for other 
evening public visits 
to the cottage.
Wednesday 7 May 
- a WEA day event 
starting at 10.00am 
in the Mortimer 
Room reading WH Davies works. This follows on from a 5 
week course starting Wednesday mornings at Stonehouse, 
reading Poems and Stories by our three local writers - the Rev 
Awdry, WH Davies and Laurie Lee.
Wednesday 28 May, starting at 6.30pm outside the library, 
a walk visiting the four Nailsworth houses lived in by WH 
Davies between 1928 and 1940 when he died. This is part of 
The Nailsworth Health Partnership’s Walking Festival.
Interested parties can receive more information by telephoning

832228 

Removing trees, January 2013, Stroud Valleys Project 
Volunteers

BLUE CIRCLE GALLERY has just 
opened next door to Global Furniture in Fountain 
Street. You can’t miss it - entrance is through the 
blue door!
Larry Hurst and Michael Wright saw there was 
an opening for an art gallery in town. Michael’s 
experience comes from years working in the 
‘Modern British’ art world and now trades as an 
independent art dealer advising clients on differing 
collections.
Many modern, well established British artists 
(some with Royal Academy status) exhibit with 

The Blue Circle 
Gallery and one can 
view and purchase 
these here in town! Asking Larry to describe 
the art in  two words, he answered, “Interesting. 
Challenging!” Come and see for yourself.
There is an ever changing mix of exhibitors and 
these and all information / contacts can be viewed 
on the website - www.bluecirclegallery.com It is 
well worth a look.
Open: Wed - Sat 10.30am - 5pm. Private viewings 
by appointment. e: info@thebluecirclegallery.com

Larry Hurst 
and Michael 
Wright
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Nailsworth C of E Primary school
Year 2 was asked to produce character studies of Vince 
Southcott, the Head Teacher. Here are just two of the many 

descriptions of him ... 
“Mr. Southcott has got shiny 
sapphire eyes.  He has got roller-
coaster curly hair. He has got 
shiny teeth. He is tall like a giant. 
He always smiles at people. He 
is healthy and fit. He perseveres 
every day. He has got shiny delicate 
glasses. He wears smoke grey 
trousers. He’s got a stripy scarf. 
He is a good Head Teacher. He 
is because he is happy. He is fair. 
He treats everybody the same. Mr. 
Southcott likes children. He is 

always happy, like my mummy. He is friendly and nice like 
Jesus. He is a fun Head Teacher.” By Lewis Webb Y2.
“Mr. Southcott is kind and healthy. He has silver birch grey 
hair.  It is curly and looks like sheep wool. His eyes are shiny 
as sapphires and twinkly. He has a great smile, and his teeth 

are shiny like crystals and as 
white as clouds. Mr. Southcott’s 
glasses are so delicate and 
frameless. His eyebrows are 
bristly, like a hedgehog’s back. 
He’s as tall as a skyscraper. Mr. Southcott often wears a stripy, 
funky, colourful scarf. He wears a coal black shirt which looks 
really smart. He looks handsome. He normally wears his smart 
shiny boots. He is a brilliant Head Teacher.  
He is really kind and if someone 
falls over he will ask if they are 
ok. He often asks us if we are ok 
today. He is extremely polite. Mr. 
Southcott is very fit and healthy and 
he sometimes rides his push bike 
to school. He is also very caring. 
He likes learning new things and 
is a good example. He is friendly 
and shares things. Mr. Southcott is 
proud of the school and he is great 
fun. I hope your Head Teacher is 
fun like ours.” By Nevaya Ostle

News from Beaudesert Park School 
A recent survival skills session went swimmingly at 
Beaudesert, as children were taught how to do eskimo rolls in 
one of the school’s pools.  An eskimo roll is a safety technique 
used by kayakers to flip their kayaks back upright if they end 
up upside down in the water.  
The extra-curricular sessions were a Beaudesert Badge 
activity.  A little like Cubs or Guides, the Beaudesert Badge 
is a programme of new experiences and life-skills activities 
which culminate in a Summer camping trip and the award of a 
badge.  It’s hugely popular with the pupils, with the activities 
ranging from twilight nature rambles to learning life-saving 
skills, and Scottish dancing to magic tricks! 
During lesson time, teaching staff have been as busy as ever 
dreaming up ways to bring lessons to life for pupils.  From 

castle-making workshops to the 
History Film Club, and school 
trips to Forest School forays, the 
ideas are as diverse as they are 
plentiful!      
Younger children in Year 1 (aged 
5-6) recently enjoyed practising 
numeracy, literacy and research 
skills in innovative ways as part 
of their ‘Growing’ topic.  As well 
as learning about the concept of 
growth in people, animals and 
insects, they studied how to grow 
healthy, nutritious vegetables.  
During one of the sessions they 
made their own edible art!  

www.beaudesert.gloucs.sch.uk

Schools

HORSFALL HOUSE
Windmill Road, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Glos GL6 9EY Registered Charity No: 287479

A Purpose-built Nursing Home, 
Day Resource Centre and Home Care Provider

The Local Care Home for Local Older People
Home Care Services

 � Professional Help with Personal Care
 � Domestic Tasks 
 � Meals on Wheels

Day Centre Including Optional Transport
 � Home cooked lunch plus teas/coffees
 � Entertainment, Activities and Day Trips
 � Chiropody & Hairdressing, Assisted Bathing

Care Home providing General & Dementia Nursing Care
 � Registered Nurses on duty 24 hours a day
 � Care Assistants trained to NVQ levels 2 & 3 in Care
 � Respite support occasionally available

Informal visits welcome. For further information, please telephone: 01453 731227 or visit http://www.horsfallhouse.co.uk/

Patron: HRH The Princess Royal

ALL-DAY LUNCH
JUST £7.00

DELICIOUS DINNER
+ FREE DESSERT

Savour a delicious meal from our
normal All-Day Menu for only £7.00,

(normally up to £12.50),
with the option of dessert for £4.00.

Monday to Friday 10.00am - 6.00pm.

Order any main course from our
first-class evening A La Carte Menu
and enjoy a delicious dessert with
the compliments of Egypt Mill.
Monday to Thursday 6.00pm - 9.30pm

Egypt Mill Hotel & Restaurant
Nailsworth GL6 0AE

T: 01453 833449
www.egyptmill.com

GOLDEN STONES
ARDENING

Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping

Trees, Hedges, Patios, Paving,  
Decking, Turfing & Fencing

For a free estimate contact  
Chris Blackwell

on 07939 101520 or 01453 835032

www.goldenstonesgardening.co.uk

Meditation Classes
Learn

Powerful breathing &
Meditation techniques

Meditation Classes at

Box Village Hall on Monday 11.30am
Stroud Yoga Space Friday at 1.30pm

also
One to One life coaching sessions 

available
Call to book your place

07791 388795
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Schools

St Dominic’s Catholic Primary School
The year 5 and 6 children recently took part in the Mock 
Trials held at Stroud Courthouse.  This is an initiative by local 
magistrates that St Dominic’s children have previously been 
involved in and this year again entered. Although the children 
did not win, they benefitted greatly from this experience and 
very much enjoyed it. The children commented on the fun 
they had, how it boosted their confidence and how they felt 
that it developed their public speaking abilities in preparation 
for the future.
The children worked hard on their skills and their teacher, 
Mrs. Hannon, and a local magistrate, Mrs. Pinnington, 
helped develop the children’s general presentation as well 
as coaching them through their prosecution and defence 
scenarios. Here is an account from one of our pupils who 
attended: this term, the children in Class 4 have been learning 
about the justice system. A key part of this has been a ‘Mock 
Trial.’ Hannah Daws tells us more about it ...
“Last Thursday morning I made sure I arrived at school 
bright and early as some children were taking part in a 
Mock Trial against another school. The event took place 
at Ebley House. We had been preparing a case and we 
would present it to a pretend court. On arrival we sat in 
our labelled places and the case began. At first I felt quite 

nervous as I was in the role of a solicitor, but gradually I 
began to enjoy it. The prosecution began by asking the victim 
some questions. His answers were interesting, but soon it 
was my friend’s turn to question for the defence. So far I was 
enjoying it, but next it was my turn to ask questions! I stood 
up calmly and read my lines. After my part, I breathed a sigh 
of relief and the trial continued.
After hearing from several witnesses, the magistrates had to 
decide whether the defendant was guilty or not guilty. After a 
short but tense wait they came back into the courtroom. They 
explained which side had convinced them and that they had 
reached a guilty verdict!”
We then left the courtroom and had a well-earned biscuit and 
drink. Finally we returned to school. It had been a morning 
of great drama and we learned a lot about the court process. 
Also, it gave us a valuable experience of public speaking!

Briege Ward, Head Teacher St Dominic’s Catholic 
Primary School, 832682

NMC
Nailsworth MOT Centre 

TYRES . EXHAUSTS . BATTERIES . SERVICING . ALL MAKES 

Tel: 01453 836816 
Unit 6, Inchbrook Trading Estate, Bath Road, Woodchester, Stroud GL5 5EY

Car Servicing Specialists

Surgery, Felling & Stump Removal
Pruning and Hedge Trimming 

Debris Recycling 
Full Consultancy Service, Free Quotations

Your local tree experts  

for over 25 years

Tel: 01285 760466 Aston Down, Stroud GL6 8GATel: 01285 760466 Aston Down, Stroud GL6 8GA

• SALES • LETTINGS

• LAND & NEW HOMES

7 Fountain Street, Nailsworth, 
Glos. GL6 0BL 

www.perrybishop.co.uk 
Tel: 01453 836736

Email: nailsworth@perrybishop.co.uk

The Steppes 
Residential 
Care Home  

 
Est 1981 

 
A small, warm and friendly care home for 

the elderly, in a peaceful corner of Cossack 
Square. With trained care staff giving 

around the clock personal care, we 
endeavour to meet our residents’ needs 

and ensure their happiness. 
 

For a brochure or to arrange a visit, please 
telephone Mrs Jo Smith 01453  832406  

Also, from all of us at 
Nailsworth Primary, we would 
like to say a big, big thank you 
to Ruth Graveling from Psalms 
who left us this month.  She was 
a great inspiration and fabulous 
member of our school.  She is an 
amazing role model, as described 
by Ellie Wingfield ...
“My role model is Ruth 
Graveling. She is sporty, 
confident and friendly ... always 
up for a challenge like running 

in the London Marathon and 
gives up her free time to run the 
basketball club. She is always 
interested in what we have to 
say and listens ... supportive 
in everything and if you are 
struggling will be on your side 
...”

Vince Southcott - Head Teacher 
Nailsworth C of E Primary 

School 832382



William John Mortimer died a bachelor in 1970 aged 
90, leaving his entire estate to the Urban District Council 

(forerunner to the Town Council) “to use as it saw fit, for the benefit of local 
inhabitants”.    

Throughout his life William 
was a student of Humanism 
and ancient history, and in 
particular local history.  His 
knowledge of local industries, 
families and their estates 
was immense, and he would 
frequently recall where the 
stone came from in some old 
house, or where the line of a 
watercourse, pipe or public 
service lay.  

In about 1920 he built 
properties in Bridge Street, including one for his own 
occupation, where he carried on business as an antique 
dealer.  Later, he lived in Watledge.  He lived very frugally, 
neither smoked nor drank and spent very little on himself.  
He was a man who shunned publicity at all times.  Apart 
from a period between 1910 and 1926 when he was 
associated with the old Mechanics’ Institute & Reading 
Room at the Sub Rooms, he took no part in public affairs.  
He held the lease on the Sub Rooms where he constructed 
two grass tennis courts on the adjoining land.  

The Reading Society of 1834 was 
superseded in 1928 by a Village Centre 
Library in the ‘Parlour’ (Johnson King 
Rooms) of the Baptist Chapel.  In 1952 
the library became a branch of the County 
Library and moved to premises in the Sub 
Rooms.  

After the opening of Old Market, when it 
was clear that the existing library facilities 
were inadequate and with land in the central 
area having now become available, the 
County Council provided a purpose built 
library which opened in 1973, with a police 
station on one side (now the TIC) and the 
UDC-financed Mortimer Room on the other.

photos N
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Taylor’s Garage was knocked down to link Fountain Street to Old Market through the new Mortimer Gardens.

c .1928

The Mortimer Legacy

The Mortimer Room, envisaged originally as a ‘quiet 
room’ associated with the Library, is extensively used for 
meetings and activities.  As a direct result of the availability 
of this room, the Nailsworth Society was founded in 1974 as 
a natural successor to the 19C Mechanics’ Institute and the 
Shortwood Mutual Improvement Society.

The UDC had always hoped to use the 
space formerly occupied by Taylor’s Garage 
on Fountain Street as an amenity area, which 
the Mortimer bequest now made possible.  
Mortimer Gardens was designed by County 
Council landscape gardener Mrs Truscott and 
included a path which led from Fountain Street 
through to Old Market, and a stream-side walk.  
The rather unexciting straightness of the stream 
as it flows rather than meanders through the 
gardens, was designed to help the water escape 
easily and lessen the risk of flooding from which 
Nailsworth had suffered so severely in the past.

William’s gift to the town came at a most opportune moment, and set the seal on the development of Old 
Market.  After public consultation and much deliberation on how to spend the bequest, two projects out of 
twelve were finally agreed, taking into account William’s personal interest in books, trees, plants and the 
environment.
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Change.
Heraclitus, a Greek philosopher who lived 
about 500 years before the time of Jesus, 
is famous for saying, “No one steps into 
the same river twice,” or something very 
like it.
The idea, of course, is that nothing 
remains the same.  A river is a flowing, 
‘living’ thing that, over time channels its 
way through the landscape and shapes the 
surrounding land. Heraclitus’ observations 
and thoughts led him to believe that the 
only constant is change.
Everything changes. I wonder how you 
feel about that statement. You may or 
may not agree with it of course, but 
how do you feel? If you are in difficult 
circumstances, you may well long for 

change.  If 
you are ill, 
you surely 
want to get 
better.  What 
if you’re in a 
comfortable, 
good place though?  You may not 
welcome the idea of change.  If 
life is good for you, change may 
be threatening.
Here’s an appalling joke - “How 
many Church-goers does it take 
to change a light-bulb?” Answer - 
“Change?”
Yes, I know. The joke works 
because it plays on the stereotype 

of churches being old-fashioned, 
reactionary institutions that look 
back to the ‘good old days’ and 
are reluctant to embrace change 
in any form.  The thing is though, 
churches do change. God may 
well be the same yesterday, today 
and forever, but God’s people are 
called to a life of challenge and 
change.  If we are to be faithful to 
our vocation we need to grapple 
with the challenges that life in the 
21st century throws at us.  
Change is on my mind at the 
moment because I am about to 
leave Nailsworth to take up a new 
post in Bristol. This will be my last 
letter in the Nailsworth News.  I 
face new challenges and change 
and so does Christ Church as it 
seeks a new minister.  
As I leave, I would like to thank 
you all very much for reading my 
musings.  It has been a privilege to 

be able to share with you.  I have enjoyed my time in this part 
of the Cotswolds and to have been part of this lovely Town’s 
community.
May God bless you all as you continue your own life 
journeys of challenge and change.

Reverend Siân Collins, Christchurch
website: http://nailsworth.urc.org.uk

blog: www.bloggingontheway.com

Sue Sobczak

St George’s - The signs of growth are 
now all around us as we pass into April, with 

the green leaves and scent of wild garlic in the woods and masses of fresh buds opening on 
the trees.  I have yet to hear the chiffchaff’s song, but the woodpecker is very active making 
drumming sounds on the trees. 
All are signs of the long awaited spring. We are now well into the season of Lent which 
like the season of spring, is also a time of renewal and growth. In the historical past, Lent 
was a long and fairly strict religious fast when people gave up all rich food and ate only 
moderately as a self discipline. Today, Lent is seen as more of a period of prayer and 
reflection which leads to a deeper self-awareness. It is an opportunity to spend time in 
silence and contemplation, away from the busy bustle of our noisy world. Many people are 
unsure of spending time in silence, but after the initial shock they begin to appreciate the 
peace and calm that it brings to their lives. Renewal not only brings a new sparkle to our 
thoughts, but also strength to our spiritual lives. Something to be valued now as stress is one 
of the top five causes to health breakdown. 
20th April, Easter Sunday is when we celebrate the renewal of our faith. Please do come this 
Easter Day to celebrate with us at St. George’s at 9.30am.  

Revd Sue Sobczak

Faith and Service

St. George’s 
contact: Until a new 
Vicar is appointed 

and for ease of 
contact, could people 
needing the Church 

and its various 
services, please 

contact Roger Lewis 
(Churchwarden) 

01453 833505 / e: 
rogerlewisbagpath@

yahoo.com

CARPENTER AND JOINER

NO JOB TOO SMALL

THE OLD COACH HOUSE, COW LANE, 
INCHBROOK, NAILSWORTH GL5 5HN 

01453 836818

CLIVE SYMCOX

Churches Together 
in Nailsworth

MAIN SUNDAY SERVICES

	 9.30	am	 St	George,	Church	St

	 10.30	am	 Christ	Church,		
Newmarket	Road

	 10.30	am	 Quakers’	Meeting	House,	
Chestnut	Hill

	 11.00	am	 Priory	Church,	Inchbrook
Everyone welcome. 
Children’s activities 

included at all these services.
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Sue Sobczak

The local Parkinson’s UK 
Branch is holding a Coffee / 
Bazaar morning at Beaudesert 
Park School (top of ‘The W’). 
There will be produce for sale, 

a tombola, white elephant, raffles, books and much 
more with some wonderful prizes. Please support this 
very worthy cause, spread the word and as well as 
helping to raise much needed money, learn a little more 
about what Parkinson’s actually is. FREE entry and 
easy parking with level access. 
ALL WELCOME! Saturday 9 April 10.30am - Noon.

Carey Wells, the Assistant 
Manager at Break at 12 
Fountain Street (www.break-
charity.org) has been in contact 
to appeal for donations. 

Break is the only charity in 
Nailsworth specifically raising 
funds for children - young 

people in care and children with disabilities. Break grew up 
in Norfolk, but also works across Gloucestershire, including 
raising funds for Cheltenham-based charities such as Chicks 
www.chicks.org.uk, and Info Buzz www.infobuzz.co.uk in 

Gloucester. It is therefore a charity 
which works to help our local young 
people in need.

Due to its position on the ‘High 
Street’ it is finding a real lack of 
donations through the door, probably  
due to parking issues. Whilst it is in 
a great spot for passing trade they 
could do with some more support 
with your kind offerings.

01453 835959

Charity and Comments

Roses are red – and our face was a little too after last 
month’s ‘attack’ on the roses on the islands in the Nailsworth 
Mills car park outside Morrisons. The article could be read 
as implying that the roses were being neglected and no one 
was looking after them – which is not the case. There is some 
feeling that the standard of rose care was not as high this 
year as in previous years, but variation happens. And those 
evergreens: they’ve been there for a number of years, planted 
when a previous planting of carpet roses had the carpet aspect 
taken a little too literally by the tramping public and didn’t 
survive. A new tree has also been planted to replace a dead one 
and the show of daffodils has been a joy.   BA

PETER RUSHTON 
LANDSCAPES LTD

NAILSWORTH 
EST 1980

Celebrating 30 years of trading
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL  

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN SERVICE
* Modern & Traditional Water Features

 * Garden Lighting  * Patios & retaining walls

 * Decking & Pergolas  * Low Maintenance Gardens

 * Planting & Lawns * Large & small groundwork projects

 * Video Library * Competitive Prices

 * Driveways * Free Estimates

Tel.: 01453 832576  
Mob.: 07887 841076

Brentmoor House, Newmarket Rd, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DQ

See our display boards at  
Nailsworth & Highfield Garden Centres

HERO! 
Nigel Wilson of ‘Auspicious 
Furniture’ (at the back of Day’s 
Mill) has been nominated as hero 
for his kind consideration of a 
customer in need. The lady in 
question presented a broken bed 
side-panel strut which she had 
been unable to get repaired from 
the original manufacturer.
Instead of advising an expensive 
re-make, Nigel super-super-wood 
glued and then clamped the 
offending piece for 24 hours and 
charged a very minimal fee.

www.auspiciousfurniture.co.uk

In the 1950s - The BBC program ‘Panorama’ ran a 
“news” item about the spaghetti harvest in Switzerland. 

Apparently many people called in asking how they could get 
their hands on their own spaghetti tree. The BBC 
diplomatically replied to these questions by saying 
“place a sprig of spaghetti in a tin of tomato sauce 
and hope for the best”.

In 1975 - Australia’s “This Day Tonight” program revealed 
that the country would soon be converting to “metric 

time”. Under the new system there would be 100 seconds in 
a minute, 100 minutes in an hour and 20 hour days.
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Cow Hunting
The Bank Holiday Weekend - Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th May 
sees the return of Amberley Parochial School’s popular Cow Hunt, 
1pm to 5pm, on both afternoons.
To celebrate the forthcoming arrival of the real cows to the 
Common, over 30 wonderfully dressed up (wooden) cows are 
located in various places around the village of Amberley and the 
Common.  
As well as spotting all the ‘amoosingly’ named cows along the way, 
one can rest and refresh at the fabulous vintage tea tent complete 
with a sumptuous array of homemade cakes.
Face painting and other children’s activities will be the order of the 
day along with the fabulous Cow Hunt quiz.
Gather friends and family for an afternoon of great British 
eccentricity in our beautiful countryside.
Quiz sheets and trail maps are available from the start of the trail – near Amberley Parochial School.  
Funds raised go to help the school, as well as ‘Send a Cow’ which provides livestock for families in Africa. 

www.facebook.com/AmberleyCowHunt 

Events

VACDoctor

For a fast cure Call Tom Seed

 01453 834700 or 07773397832

“Cleaner laid low...?

We’ll soon have it up 

and running.”

As well as our 
repair service we 
can supply NEW 

machines, SPARES, 
and CLEANER 

BAGS.

Before you go 
elsewere give us a 
call for prices and 

friendly advice.

 01453 834700 or 07773397832

FREE

Collection & Return

All aspects of tree surgery /  
tree care professionally 
undertaken by friendly and 
quali�ed members of sta�.
Services include:  
Pruning / Crown reduction 
Felling / Stump removal 
Planting / Hedge maintenance 
Tree reports / Tree surveys

We cover Gloucestershire and the 
Cotswolds as well as surrounding 
counties. FREE quotations and 
helpful advice for all tree lovers 
and owners.
Freephone:  0800 7569914 
Direct: 07985 060614

www.ecoarborist.co.uk

TWENTY 12
Hair Boutique
Gouldings Estate, Stroud

Nailsworth, GL6 0BE
Tel 01453 832499

email:twenty12hairboutique@gmail.com

Recommend a friend!
You and a friend will recieve 

£5.00 off
your next service 

www.twenty12hairboutique.co.uk

Calling all Gardeners or Keen Weeders! 
To those who wander through The Mortimer Gardens it has 

probably not gone unnoticed that it is in need of a serious 
spring clean and revamp! Although there are some good trees, 
shrubs and perennials it does need a bit of a makeover and the 
Council has kindly allocated funds and asked the Nailsworth 
Gardening Group to mastermind this. Rather than spend 
money on labour, they felt it would be more productive to 
have a community day weeding, clearing and replanting. The 
funds can then be spent on some really good plants and a skip 
to remove rubbish.

Wednesday 23 April from 9.00am is the date for your diary 
... please go along and help revamp this popular area. Hot 
drinks and cake (donations please) will be provided, a snack 
lunch for those staying to the afternoon and a lovely chance 
to meet new people or old friends while doing something 
positive for our town. Please bring your own tools and let us 
know if you can join us.

If anyone has ideas of plants they would like to see in the 
gardens please let them know about that as well! 

For more information or ideas please contact: 
Kath Neilsen 01453 834046, Marjorie Condie 01453 835648 

or Heather Cunild 01453 832553

The Coventry Building Society here in town 
is continuing to fund raise for its Community Partner, The 

Cotswold Care Hospice. Its next event will be a “Quiz 
Night” to be held at Forest Green Rovers on 

Thursday April 10th at 7pm.  
Tickets will be available in the Branch at a cost of £8.50 per 
person, which will include a delicious Ploughman’s Supper. 

Teams to comprise of 4 – 6. Call in at Fountain Street for 
more info and tickets.

The Nailsworth Health Partnership 
has started a second gentle exercise class on a Monday 
morning.  It is held at 11:45 at Woodchester Valley Village 
and lasts an hour. 

More information from Paul Young on 01453-833968. 
As with the class at 10am at the Arkell Centre, it is led by 

Claire Bader. 
More information, including video, 

www.nailsworthhealthpartnership.org/activities.htm
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EventsNailsworth Festival’s mystery book cache
50 free copies of books by 
local author M.C. Beeton will 
be hidden around Nailsworth 
after Monday 7th April. The 
idea is that anyone finding a 
book should read it and pass it 
on to a friend. 

It’s all part of the run up 
to the Nailsworth Festival in 
May. M.C. Beaton, creator 
of the Agatha Raisin series 
of detective stories, set in the 
fictional Cotswolds village of 
Carsely, will be giving a talk 
at Egypt Mill on Monday 19th 

May.
Marion is also author of the Hamish Macbeth mysteries, and 

more than 100 Regency romances, written under a variety of 
names including Marion Chesney, Helen Crampton and Jennie 
Tremaine.

There’s also a Western coming to town!
A tumbleweed silently rolls across the dusty stage. The 

clink, clink, clink of spurs echoes throughout the theatre. The 
saloon door opens with a long, drawn-out creak. The piano 
player hits a bum note and comes to a stop. A short, dark 
stranger lifts the rim of his hat and shoots a steely stare out to 
the audience. Welcome... to Kidneystone...

Le Navet Bête an internationally-touring troupe of clowns 
are bringing their latest production ‘Once Upon a Time, in a 
Western’ to Nailsworth Festival. This hilarious show, full of 

slapstick and physical skill is currently touring the country and 
is particularly suitable for children of all ages.

Le Navet Bête is a collaborative group, whose members 
are responsible for all aspects of the company and its work. 
Enjoying a growing reputation, the group performed at last 
year’s Nailsworth Festival and the Committee has invited 
them back with their new show because of its appeal across 
different age ranges.

‘Once Upon a Time, in a Western’ will be performed at the 
Town Hall on Thursday 22nd May.
Full details of Festival events will be published in next 
month’s edition of Nailsworth News. See the Festival website 
at www.nailsworthfestival.org.uk  for the latest information.

Cossack Square, Nailsworth   Tel: 01453 832566   www.wspsolicitors.com

working for you

“ “

We really listen to 
what our clients say.

Judi Bonham - Matrimonial Partner

From the moment you enter a relationship to the 
moment you leave it, WSP are here to offer practical and 
professional advice. We provide services from Resolution 
and Collaborative Law accredited specialists, encouraging 
solutions that consider the needs of the whole family and 
the best interests of any children.

Family Law Specialists

To see our full list of services, visit our website.

•	 extra	sockets	&	lights
•	 security	lighting
•	 fuse	board	changes
•	 fault	finding	&	rectification
•	 test	&	inspection

•	 Solar	PV		
Installations

•	 Electric	Vehicle	
Charging	Station	

Installation

All	work	insured	&	guaranteed.		

NICEIC	Domestic	Installer
For	a	FREE	QUOTE,	call	Simon		
on	01453	834323	/	0777	3333061

email:	simon@cirruselectrical.com

One of the walks planned for the Nailsworth Walking 
Festival will be run jointly between NHP and 

Stroudwater Textile Trust and will concentrate on visiting 
Longford’s Mill.
It will start at 2 pm on Sunday June 1st at the library and 
will last between 2 and 2.5 hours.  
Ian Mackintosh, who is researching the industrial history 
of this area with reference to the textile trade, will lead the 
walk. His walks during previous festivals have always been 
very interesting and informative. More details next month.

Youth Football Camp!
After the success of the 2 camps held last year by 
Woodchester FC, it is arranging a 3 day camp this Easter 
(7th, 8th & 9th April).
It has proved extremely popular and starts 9am on those 
dates and concludes at 3.15pm. Each day will be different 
and exact games will be decided on the day, depending on 
the weather and the number of attendees. Children of ages 
5-11 are invited.

Book now on 07725 874231
will@kickoffstroud.co.uk

New Steiner School -   A series of talks on 
“Steiner education . . .” 
Always wanted to know more? Answers to some common 
questions. Please go to find out more. Free and welcome to 
all.

Tuesday 1st April - 8pm at Christ Church Rooms in 
Nailsworth. 

Science education and the challenges of modern times, the 
teaching of science within the Steiner curriculum,” with Alex 
Murrell, Science teacher at Wynstone’s School.
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YOUR LOCAL  
COMPUTER STOCKIST

LAPTOPS & PCS FROM £100
BRAND NEW FROM £350

VIRUS REMOVAL, COMPUTER  
UPGRADES, DATA RECOVERY

COME AND TALK TO US FOR DETAILS

NO COMPUTER JARGON  
NO FIX NO FEE GUARANTEE 

www.nailsworthcomputers.com

nailsworthpcs@aol.com

NAILSWORTH  
COMPUTERS

01453 832151 
OPPOSITE MORRISONS SUPERMARKET

 “BIG BANGS AND BIGGER 
FLOODS”

It wasn’t so much a BIG BANG but a BIG TSUNAMI that 
launched The Olive Tree ten years ago this month. Paddy 
and Sarah Clatworthy had a restaurant full of guests for their 
first night - all was calm and relaxed and suddenly from 
no where, a deluge like no other consumed the lower floor, 
firemen came to pump out the flood and then everyone carried 
on by candle light. It was a great night and at least the ladies 
enjoyed the firemen lifts! Since then, life has continued as if 
on ‘the crest of a wave’! There have been many memorable 
times - the ‘Drive-thru’ hoax caused consternation from 
some, the Olympic Saturday (Peter Reed) TV day was quite 
spectacular, charity dinners, club nights and most importantly 
the great number of customers who have become friends.
Paddy and Sarah greatly acknowledge the huge support that 
they have received from the town and one should not forget 
their staff as well. The chefs create wonderful food from 
breakfast time, through the lunch period and on to dinner, and 
always brilliantly supported by the front of house team!
“The best decade of my life ... life changing ... an extension of 

our home ... the ten years 
have flown by.” We hope 
that there are another 10 
years to come!
But for a small quirk 
of fate, Paddy and 
Sarah could well be in 
Carcasonne, France now, 
but they are relieved they 
missed the plane!
The Olive Tree is open 
Monday - Saturday from 
8.30am. Evenings on 
Thursday - Saturday from 
5.00pm. Please ask for 
deals on ‘Special Occasion’ openings.

Contact: 01453 834802 
www.theolivetree-nailsworth.com / enquiries@theolivetree-

nailsworth.net / Facebook.

and more Pieces

 

Sarah Watts 
aka ‘Mrs Chef’ (and also fiancee of Mark 
Payne at Mark@Street!) is trekking up the 
lower slopes of the Himalayas to Base Camp 
Everest this coming school Spring holidays. 
Sarah is Vice Principal of Millbrook Academy 
in Gloucester and already has her students 
engrossed in this great challenge.

Sarah and Mark both lost close relations to 
Alzheimers and for this charity, ‘Alzheimer 
Organsiation UK’, the trek is raising much 
needed funds. A 17 day trek through hot and 
cold climes is no easy task, but she has self-
funded this trip so any money raised goes 
straight to the Charity.
Already £500 has been raised towards the 
£1,000+ target, and this is mainly through a 
£1.00 ‘surcharge’ on any customers’ bills at 
Mark@Street. People have been very generous. 
Can you donate? Can you pop in for a meal - 
lunch or evening dinner - donate a pound, or 
just pop in and have a coffee, glass of wine etc. 
and donate the same or even a bit more?!
Mrs Chef can also receive donations through 
www.Justgiving.com/Sarah-Watts9 or for more 
information, contact e: info@marketstreet.
co.uk / twitter@markatstreet / 01453 839251.
Mark@Street in Market Street (!) is open 
Tuesday - Sundays from 11am - 3pm and 
Tuesday - Saturday from 6,30pm - 10.30pm. 
On her return we are promised an update of her 
adventure, with some photos and a new total of 
monies raised.

Ann Nutting took 
time to write 
to us - “What 

a delight it is to walk 
around Nailsworth and 
see all the flower troughs 
full of Spring flowers. 
It is wonderful that so 
many people are willing 
to volunteer to brighten 
up our town like this. 
Another delight is to see 
the work by the residents 
of Hanover Gardens. It 
is so lovely to look at 
their gardens as I walk up 
and down the ‘Zig zag’. 
The daffodils, crocus and 
snowdrops have brought 
a smile to my face as I 
have passed through. It is 
a lovely estate, so bright 
and sunny even on a 
foggy day. Thank you to 
the Hanover Gardeners!”
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It is 3 years since the troubles 
started in Syria and a vigil was 

held during March in Stroud to 
highlight the suffering. Members 
from Christ Church, Newmarket 
Road, Nailsworth went along to offer 
support. Photo shows Mary Price and 
Rev’d Siân Collins.

The Berlin Guitar Ensemble
Chris Smith is a recent resident of Nailsworth. He is part of a 
group of musicians who work with the guitarist Robert Fripp, 
developing a unique tuning, playing method and repertoire. 
They have been playing different places around the world for 
the last 25 years and are now booked to play the last night of 
the Nailsworth festival. 
As this will be the first time they have played in the UK since 
the late 1980’s, it is a small - but perfectly formed - coup for 
the town!
The Berlin Guitar Ensemble, a group of guitarists from 
all over the world (including Nailsworth!) working under 
the direction of Hernán Nuñez, will be playing on the last 
Saturday of the Festival.
The BGE’s line up is always changing, moving from 
7 to 24 players, and so is the repertoire: including own 
compositions, rock standards and traditional, classical and 
folk pieces. All the players use the Guitar Craft tuning, 
which has a much wider sonic spectrum than the standard 
and which brings an innovative sound to the guitar.

Most recently, the BGE has been working with The Guitar 
Circle Of Europe and in a series of performances with 
the avant-garde electronic artist 1605 munro (aka Andrés 
Jankowski), releasing two albums together, and performing 
in Germany, Holland and Spain.
Guitar Craft began as a series of seminars given by Robert 
Fripp, and grew into an international organization. They now 
work, still with Robert Fripp, as Guitar Circles, linked groups 
around the globe; but since the beginning of the 90’s they’ve 
not played in the UK - until now!
The Berlin Guitar Ensemble will be playing at the Town Hall, 
Nailsworth, on Saturday 24th May, at 7.30pm. Tickets are £5, 
and are available from the Festival box-office.

Events and mentions

ROB GAZZARD
COMPLETE BUILDING SOLUTIONS

Maintenance & repairs · Extensions and alterations 
Hard & soft landscaping · Free estimates and advice

01453 860112
www.robgazzard.co.uk

ROB GAZZARD
COMPLETE BUILDING SOLUTIONS

Sean Cowley 
Carpet Fitter

Carpets supplied, fitted and refitted
For competitive prices, telephone
01453 753458 or 07979 597250

We have been repairing, draught proo�ng 
and servicing Nailsworth’s sash windows 
for over 20 years.  Contact us for a free, no 
obligation assessment of how to make 
your windows work and look beautiful again. 

Phone: 01453 861025 
or visit: www.simplysashwindows.co.uk  

SASH WINDOW SERVICE LTD

Dying without a Will. Now that’s a real tragedy.

David Martin, local consultant,
Steele Rose & Co

01453 836699 07973 405997
dcmartin@hotmail.co.uk
www.steelerose.co.uk

Members of the Society of Will Writers

My name is David Martin and I’m the local 
consultant for one of the UK’s premier profes-
sional Home Visit Will Writers. I have 28 years’ 
experience advising clients on personal financial 
matters and specialising in Wills.
Writing a Will is easier and cheaper than you 
think and ensures that your wishes are carried 
out efficiently. If you would like to redraft an 
existing Will, discuss your Will arrangements, 
Lasting Powers of Attorney or other associated 
legal services, at a mutually convenient time 
in the comfort and privacy of your own home, 
please contact me.

Horsley school recently received a good 
deal of support from local businesses in 

Nailsworth to refurbish and update its school 
library. All businesses generously donated to 
the Nexus Tablet fund enabling the school to 
buy six tablets for the new library and update 
technology within the school.
The friends of Horsley school would really 
like to thank them through the NN. The list 
of supporters is extensive, but you know who 
you are ... it looks like a wonderful space.
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NAILSWORTH MILLS 
BOWLING CLUB - is the place to learn 
a new sport in the heart of town and on a Green 
that is highly regarded in the County. And it is 
for ALL ages, both male and female!
Founded in 1900, the Club has seen many 
successes over the years and provided great 
pleasure for many. As with all clubs, new 
members are always needed and once again, 
there are the ever popular TASTER SESSIONS 
on Friday Club nights 
from 18 April throughout 
the summer. These are 
from 6pm - 9.30pm. Just 
pop along (please wear 
flat soled shoes) and 
meet the members, learn 
what the game is about 
and stay to socialise at 
the excellent (licenced) 

Clubhouse.
The first Taster ‘OPEN DAY’ is on 
Saturday 17 May from 10.00 am - 
4.00pm. As a member, you can take 
part in the Club competitions and / 
or Leagues, or just play socially. The 
Green is available almost every day of 
the week during the summer months 
and the Clubhouse / Bar is open on 
some evenings as well. 
Please come and see what is on offer 
- the Club needs new members to 
continue to grow and keep its fine 
history and traditions in the town.
The Club is definitely warm and 
friendly - everyone is looked after. 
Coaching is available for everyone 
from any of the dedicated members!

For more info: John Davis 01453 
833966 or email 

Julia.stannard1@sky.com

If it wasn’t for Curling 
to follow and get quite 

passionate about these last few weeks on 
the TV, then us sporty folk would have had 
little to get passionate about what with the 
monsoons that have curtailed the outdoor 
sports followers.
If there was ice in the area, then the Curling 
fraternity would be out in force, BUT fear not! 
... we have here in town a perfect substitute ... 
LAWN BOWLS! Don’t be put off - it is not a 
game just for the retired - and as the official 
‘Bowls England’ site statesß “... can be played 
by anyone and by all ages ... a truly family 

sport ... it has 
been medically 
proven that it 
improves your 
general health 
... great social 
experience ...” 
If this does not 
appeal, then the 
summer season brings out the tennis players, 
cricketers and many more! Read on and if you 
don’t feature, please let us know at NN and 
we will promote your sport and report on your 
activities and events.

NAILSWORTH AERIAL SERVICES
(TIME SERVED ENGINEER WITH 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE)

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT SERVICE

Digital Freeview BBC Freesat 

Telephone Extensions Extra TV Points Fitted

Storm Damage 7 Day Service

Sky Faults OAP Discount

CONTACT: 

01453 833293 or 0775 9144979
Free Estimates

PPDM Builders  
Let us look after you.

Do you need some plastering, painting, 
kitchen fitting, flooring or just about any-
thing else done in or around your home?
We are a family based company with years of 

experience and between us we can do just about 
everything. We are certified for electrical work 

and plumbing.
For a free quote call Andy on  

01453 832824 / 07825 235949  
Horsley based

Email -ppdmbuilders@btinternet.com
Visit us – www.ppdm.co.uk 

       SM4RT MOVE 
 
 The environmentally friendly single passenger seat 
 Smart Car Taxi service covering the Stroud Valleys  
 & beyond. Up to 20% cheaper than regular Stroud 
 Licensed taxi’s. 
   Now that 
   really is the 
   ‘Smart’ way 
   to travel!   

 
 
        Smart Move 4 One        
Monday to Friday 0700 - 1830 

Call us on 07799 788997 

ONE 

 

Shortwood Utd 
FC’s annual Fun 
Day again takes place 

this Easter for the children 
(and bigger kids!) - Easter 
Egg trail, games, cake sale, 

raffle etc. Always great 
fun! Free entry for Club 

members, £6 Family ticket, 
£1 individuals. 

All in aid of maintaining 
the ‘award winning’ pitch. 

Easter Day - 
20 April from 

1.30pm. 

Sport
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“Good, but could do better,” would be the summary for 
the end of term report at Nailsworth Phoenix Table Tennis Club.

With just a few weeks of the season left, it would be silly to tempt fate, but out of the eight 
teams playing in various leagues, two of them are going for glory at the top of Div. 2 and one is 
struggling to escape relegation from Div. 3.

Apart from that it has been a challenging season trying to maintain players in all our teams, 
but everyone has been great in playing for other teams when required. So all our other teams 
look to have maintained their positions and are now looking forward to a stronger showing next 
season.

We also hosted the semi finals of the Albert Mann Cup (a handicap knock out competition). 
This means that Forest Green A will play Whiteshill Vets B in the Final at Nailsworth Youth 
club on Monday 7 April. An interesting match as Forest Green are top of Div 1 and Whiteshill 
are top of Div 4; but handicaps will be applied!

Nailsworth Phoenix Table Tennis Club is always looking for new players for next season and 
will be open all summer for practice on Saturday mornings and one evening (still to be decided) 
during the week. There is always a very warm welcome! For any info: 

Andy Hammond - 01453 885393 / www.nailsworthphoenix.co.uk

Nailsworth Tennis Club
Last year we mentioned in the NN that the Tennis Club 
was looking for £35,000 from Sport England for a new court with quality 
tarmac and new floodlights - it is now going ahead - exciting stuff! and 
should be open any minute for the Junior Development programme.

Once again, there is an open afternoon on 
Sunday 13th April (2.00pm - 4.30pm) to 
have a look at the facilities and try the odd 
lob or volley! Come along, it is free!
All ages are welcome, as long as you can 
hold a racquet! If wet, then short tennis will 
be played in the Sub Rooms where there 
will also be refreshments.
The Club website has been revamped and all the 
information about contacts and the Club are available 
there 

www.nailsworthtennisclub.co.uk 
Useful contacts in the meantime: 

Adult Player Enquiries to Kim Massey (Membership 
Secretary) 

01453 836792 / masseyka@hotmail.co.uk
Junior Player Enquiries to Phil Sims (Club Coach) 

01453 834903 / sims123@btinternet.com
Nailsworth Tennis Club is situated behind the Nailsworth 

Subscription Rooms. 

RUG CARPET
& UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Unit 20 Nailsworth Mills Estate,  GL6 0BS

01453 836400
or direct to a technician on 07769 343606

mail@restoraction.co.uk
www.restoraction.co.uk

Local family firm established 2002

Fully insured

Free estimates and advice

Specialist rug cleaning plant

NCCA Advanced member  1419

TRISTAN FIELD GARDEN SERVICES 
Established 1992 

 
Commercial & Domestic Grounds 

Maintenance & Landscaping 
 

Tel: 01453 832620 
Mob: 07778 312827 

tfieldgardenservices@btinternet.com 

Face in the 
Crowd. 

Is this YOU?
If so, you 

qualify for a 
FREE ground 
pass to FGR’s 

next Home match. 
Just call in at the Club Office 

with a copy of this paper. 
(Brought to you by NN in 
association with FGRFC)

As I write this article, Great Britain is celebrating not only
two weeks of almost unbroken sunshine, but also
remarkable cricketing, rugby and cycling success (another
Tour de France winner!). 

In Box we also have cause to celebrate, having achieved
record success in all respects at Box Open Gardens, much
more of which appears elsewhere in this edition of Box
News, as well as a most enjoyable Midsummer Barbeque.

The efforts put in by residents was remarkable, not just by
those who opened their gardens, tremendous as they all
were, but also by those who helped organise those events,
serve the teas, mowing the village green, tidying the
Village Hall gardens as well as tidying their own gardens
and verges.

This general tidying of most gardens and roadside verges
to help improve the appearance of the village on Open
Gardens Day did illuminate one or two areas of the village
that could do with some greater attention, however.

Sadly there are one or two neglected, rarely occupied
houses about which it seems we can do little, but there are
also some roadside areas which seem to be “forgotten”

rather than deliberately neglected, which besides looking
rather “tatty” could lead to lengths of wall being damaged
as a result of overgrowing trees and bushes being
“tugged” by passing vehicles.

I would ask all residents to remember to “walk their
boundaries” not only from inside their property but also
outside, to check that trees and bushes are not growing
across the highway.

Yesterday the Highways Authority sent contractors through
Box, cutting the grass on overgrown verges, but recent
“austerity measures” means that this service has now been
reduced to only twice a year, and does not include
overhanging shrubs or trees, as these are the responsibility
of the land owner.

This beautiful village is characterised by narrow lanes
bounded by stone walls, but if trees and bushes are
allowed to excessively overhang the highway, there is a
significant risk that passing vehicles will become entangled
with the branches, resulting in a partial collapse of the wall.

So next time you’re walking around your garden, it might
be worth remembering that there are no fairies at the
bottom, at least none with secateurs!

Steve Hemmings, Minchinhampton Parish Councillor
1 Baycroft, Box, Tel: 01453 832908
E-mail SPH@Box-Village.com

COUNCILLOR’S CORNER
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Would you like to try a more
natural and empowering

approach to your healthcare?
We offer free 15 minute consultations to help

you find out which complementary therapy
would suit your health needs.  

Come and talk to us!

Visit our website for all the information on
our wide range of fully qualified practitioners.

Sport



Forest Green Rovers 
Every year about this time, footie fans the 

world over suddenly become highly skilled in mental arithmetic. 
Whether it be the Premier League or the Conference where FGR 
play, we are all brilliant in working out zillions of permutations 
about who will be champions, who will make the play-offs, who 
will be relegated, who will ... ? 
For many seasons it was, ‘If we beat X, and if Y gets a draw, and 
if the sun sets over the yardarm about 6pm, then we may escape 
relegation ...’ But this season is a little different. If the team wins 
its  (now) one game in hand, then FGR sits happily in the play-off 
zone. If FGR hadn’t been so lack-lustre against Braintree recently 
when they lost unexpectedly, when the momentum should have 
been there without a manager’s cajoling; if a glut of silly sendings 
off hadn’t hindered progress ... If ...
If the mathematicians get their sums right and more goals are 
scored than let in, then FGR will win matches and get that play-off 
slot. Whether the team is really good enough to be there, one will 
only find out when the pressure is really upon them. 

Is the team good 
enough, yet, to get out 
of this League. The 
defence has been very 
shaky and leaked silly 
goals and although 
there is a large, 
experienced squad 
(we are consistently 
told), is the character there to make a serious push to go further? 
Certainly the fine win against play-off hopefuls  Grimsby was 
superb for so many reasons but every match now is that proverbial 
‘Cup Final’ At this stage of the season with all to look forward to, 
there is no way that any more poor performances can be put in. 
Playing 5 games in 11 days is no excuse at this or any level and 
it has no effect on the supporters. At least miracles do happen and 
with Easter just around the corner, we may see another miracle. 
Faith!

Sport










CHIROPODY & 
PODIATRY AT 
PERSONAL BEST 
CLINIC

•  Diffi culty cutting toe nails
•  Fungal infected, discoloured 
   or yellow nails
•  Painful or thick toe nails
•  In-growing toe nails
•  Bunions
•  Verrucae

•  Corns, callus, itchy, fl aky or 
   dry skin
•  Cracked heels
•  Blisters
•  Painful foot joints, arches, 
   shins or knees

FIND OUT WHY 96% OF OUR CLIENTS HAVE RECOMMENDED 
OUR SERVICES TO THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILY

“Whether you have a specifi c health issue to 
address or just want to ensure you remain as fi t as 
you can - the team at Personal Best will always do 

their utmost to help you achieve your goal”

Do you suffer from any of the following?

Visit www.personalbeststudio.co.uk or
call 01453 873811 to book your place
Enail info@personalbeststudio.co.uk

Family Dentistry You Can Rely On 

    Satisfaction rating: 
more than 99%   

 

100% of patients 
asked would  
recommend 
us to family 

& friends 
Quote ‘NN’ to get a 50% discount on a full New Patient Examination 

with x-rays for just £39.50.  Telephone us on 01453 827474 

www.familysmiles.co.uk 

Commoners Cricket Club was established in 1990 
and has its home ground up at nearby Nympsfield owing to the 
fact that there is no suitable land in Nailsworth itself! Most of our 
players herald from Nailsworth and the surrounding villages. We 
are always on the lookout for new members, especially teenagers, 
as our core players are now well into their thirties and forties, a 
smattering of fifty-somethings and even a few of pensionable age! 
We do not play league cricket in the summer months, choosing 
instead to play good old-fashioned Sunday and midweek friendlies 
– in other words, traditional village cricket.
We go on a long weekend’s fun-packed tour at the end of May; 
usually to a scenic area within a few hour’s drive, although in 
2013 a highly entertaining and successful 
tour to France was enjoyed.

The highlight of our season 
is always our wonderful fund 
raising Eights’ Tournament 
which will take place on 
Sunday 17th August this 
year. The event involves 
Commoners and three invited 
teams of just six players 
battling it out for a whole day, 
but with exciting rule changes 
and run bonus ‘gates’ to aim 
for. The resting players and 
watching crowd can enjoy the 

spectacle from the 
boundary whilst making the most of the high quality 
refreshments available all day which includes locally 
produced meat and drinks.
Indoor nets started in March in readiness for the 
opening game of the season on 13th April. If you 
would like to join our wonderful and friendly club, 
give our club captain Ben Fearnley a call

07932 389767 or visit 
www.commonerscricket.co.uk
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What’s On - April 2014
To include events, contact Jemma
whatson@nailsworthnews.org.uk

Deadline for May issue 15th April 2014

Arts & Crafts
Creative textiles course, Mondays 1pm, 3.30pm & 6pm, Subscription 
Rooms, £50 for 5 week block. Info: Grace 07872 633956 or Patricia 
07891 456095
Critters Knitting Group, Saturday 2.30-4.30pm, Mother Goose, £2. 
Technical support at hand. Info: 298725
Mosaic Workshops, Tuesdays and Fridays 2-4pm, Subscription 
Rooms. Info: 07971 737626
Nailsworth Knitters, Monday 14th April. Info: Margaret 834996
Sewing Bee, Thursdays 1.30-3.30pm, Mother Goose, £2. Bring your 
projects or come to be inspired. Info: 298725
Sophie’s Craft Group, Wednesdays 10am-12pm, Mother Goose, £10. 
Info: 298725
Tinkers Knitting Group, Thursdays 10am-12pm, Mother Goose, £2. 
Total beginners welcome. Info: 298725
Upholstery Workshops, Thursdays 2-4pm and 6-8pm, Subscription 
Rooms. Info: 07971 737626
Woolly Crafters, Tuesdays 8pm, Mother Goose. Info: 298725

Charity
Arthur’s Spring Stroll for Cobalt, Sunday 27th April. 7 mile walk 
leaving from Egypt Mill car park at 10am. Info: John 834066 or 
Richard 872635 or www.runforcobalt.co.uk
Charity Coffee Morning and Bazaar for Parkinsons UK, Wednesday 
9th April 10.30am-12pm, Beaudesert Park School. Tombola, Raffle, 
White Elephant, Produce etc. FREE entry
Quiz Night & Ploughman’s Supper for Cotswold Care Hospice, 
Thursday 10th April 7pm. Tickets £8.50 from Coventry Building 
Society Branch, Fountain Street

Children & Family
1st Nailsworth Brownies (7-10 yrs) & 1st Nailsworth Guides (10-14 
yrs) on Mondays. 1st Nailsworth Rainbows (5-7 yrs) & 1st Nailsworth 
Senior Section (14-25 yrs) on Tuesdays. www.girlguidingnailsworth.
wordpress.com
Baby Bounce & Rhyme, Mondays 11.30am, Library (term time only)
Barton End Equestrian Centre - Pre-Schoolers and Ponies Club 
(under 5’s), Wednesdays and Fridays 10-10.30 (term-time). Info: 
832135
Barton End Equestrian Centre - Take Back the Reins (new and 
beginner adults), Tuesdays 9.30-10.30 and 10.30-11.30 (term-time). 
Info: 832135
Community workshops for home-educated children (7+ yrs), Fridays 
9am & 11.30am, £10. Info: Pam 07971 737626
Croc ‘n’ Roll (6 mths-4 yrs), Wednesdays and Thursdays 9.45am, 
Arkell Centre, £3.75 (term time only). Info: Stephanie 07957 235413 
or Stephanie@crocnroll.co.uk.
Family Drop-In Session, Tuesdays 10-11.30am, Arkell Centre. Info: 
755373
Little Angels singing and music for parents/carers & babies/toddlers, 
Fridays 9.45am, St. Georges Church. Info: sue@nworth.co.uk
Phoenix Playmates Mother & Toddler Group, Tuesdays  9-11am, 
Primary School Gym (term time only), £1.50 per child. Info: 833511
Playcircle (0-3 yrs), Fridays 9.30-10.30am & 11am-12 noon, Christ 
Church Rooms, £4.50 (term time only). Info: 07930 136075.
Story Time at Nailsworth Library  (0-6yrs), Fridays 11am
Youth Forum, every other Monday 6-8pm (term time only), Nailsworth 
youth club. Info: Tracey 833212
Senior Youth Club (13+), Tuesdays 7-9pm (term time only), 
Nailsworth youth club. Info: Tracey 833212
Intermediate Youth Club (11-13), Fridays 6.30-8.30pm (term time 
only), Nailsworth youth club. Info: Tracey 833212
Junior Youth Club (8-11), Wednesdays 5.30-7pm (term time only), 
Nailsworth youth club. Info: Tracey 833212
Young and Pregnant Parents Group, Fridays 10-11.30am, Arkell 
Centre (term time only)

Youth Football Camp (ages 5-11), 7th, 8th and 9th April 9am-3.15pm, 
Woodchester FC. Info: Will 07725 874231 or will@kickoffstroud.
co.uk

Church
Churches Together Service, Sunday 13th April 6.30pm, Arkell Centre
Communion Service, Sundays 9.30am, St. George’s
Good Friday Service at Christ Church, Friday 18th April 10.30am 
followed by short act of worship in Mortimer Gardens at 11.30am 
by each of the Town Churches and 2.00pm - Quiet Hour Vigil in St. 
George’s
Easter Day Services, Sunday 20th April. 8.00am Book of Common 
Prayer service of Holy Communion at St. George’s Church, 
Nailsworth. 9.30am Family Holy Communion including Easter Egg 
hunt after the service for children at St. George’s

Palm Sunday Service, Sunday 13th April 9.30pm, St. George’s. 
Dramatic Gospel reading enacted

Community
Afternoon Tea at Shortwood FC Social Club, Monday 7th April 
2-4pm. £2 entry, bingo, skittles and a raffle.
Alzheimers Cafe, Wednesday 30th April 2-4pm, Christ Church Rooms. 
Info: 834714
Archive Office open Mondays and Fridays 10am-12 noon, Town Hall
Bingo, Saturdays 8pm, Shortwood FC
Bingo, Tuesdays 7pm, Nailsworth Social Club. All welcome
British Royal Legion, Thursday 17th April, Social Club
Citizen’s Advice Bureau drop-in, Tuesdays 1-3.30pm, Arkell Centre
Comrades Club Saturday morning walk, 10am for 2 hour gentle walk. 
£3 to include drink, soup & roll at the Comrades Club afterwards. 
Info: Mike Harvey  832739
Credit Union, Wednesdays 2.30-4pm, Arkell Centre. Info: 298785
Fair-trade Coffee Morning, Saturday 26th April 10am-12pm, 
Mortimer Room. Free entry, freshly made Fair-trade coffee and tea, 
Fair-trade biscuits, Traidcraft stall and trade justice information. 
Info: Sue 832734
Family History Workshop, Friday 4th April 2-4pm, Nailsworth 
Library
Family Easter Fun Day at Shortwood Utd FC, Sunday 20th April from 
1.30pm. Free to Club members (family £6, ind. £1) Easter Egg trail, 
games, cake sale, raffle etc
Forest Green Senior Citizens Thursdays 2-4pm, Arkell Centre. Info: 
David 833411
Library Book of the Month Group, Wednesday 30th April  2pm in the 
Library. Info: Rev Stuart Radford 839250
Library club for older people, Wednesday 9th April 11am-12.00 noon, 
transport can be provided. Info: 832747
Macular Society, Wednesday 16th April 10.30am-12.30pm, Christ 
Church Hall. Info: Sandra 833614
ME Support Group, Monday 7th April 11am, Scrumptious Cafe. Info: 
Richard 07814 223567
Men’s Shed community workshop, Tuesdays 1.30pm, Subscription 
Rooms.
Monday Club Day Centre at Concord, 10am-2.45pm, £4.50 to include 
morning coffee, lunch, afternoon tea. Info: Lois Dudley 07757 366382
Mortimer Gardens Spring Clean and re-planting, Wednesday 23rd 
April 9.00am (see article for details)
Quiz Night at the Comrades Club, first Saturday of the month 
8-8.30pm start.  Info: 832646
SDC District Councillors Surgery, Saturday 12th April 10.30am-
12pm, Egypt Mill. Info: Paul Carter 832961 or cllr.paul.carter@
stroud.gov.uk
SDC tenants’ drop-in advice session, Wednesday 30th April 2.30-4pm, 
Arkell Centre
Senior Citizens’ Club, Thursdays 2pm, Arkell Centre, £1.50. Info: 
Dave 833411
Town Council meeting, Tuesday 15th April 7pm, Town Hall

Dance
Dance classes, Wednesdays 7.45pm (intermediate collegiate shag) 
and 9pm (intermediate lindy hop), Comrades Club. Info: Nicky 07728 
600056

Family Dentistry You Can Rely On 

    Satisfaction rating: 
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Hip Hop and Cheerleading Class (11+ years), Saturdays 10.45am, 
FGR Dance Studio. Info: alisonholding@hotmail.co.uk
Jive classes, Thursdays at 7.30pm (beginners) and 8.30pm 
(intermediate), Comrades Club. Info: Nicky 07728 600056
Just Dance exercise class for adults, Thursdays 3pm, Nailsworth 
Youth Club. Info: Helen 07799 620117

Health & Wellbeing
Awareness through Movement – Feldenkrais Method, Fridays 11am, 
Sawyer Hall.  Info: Iraina 832027
Buddhist Meditation, Mondays and 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 7.30pm, 
suggested donation £3. Info: James 07867 767605
Health Walk (approx. 60mins), Tuesdays 2pm, meet at Library. Info: 
832907
Taiji Wuxigong (Chi gong), Thursdays 9.30am, Christ Church Hall. 
Info: Poh-Eng San 836425.
Ashtanga (Power) Yoga, Thursdays 1-2pm, Subscription Rooms. £36 
for 6 week block. Info: Stuart 07986 003602 or stuart@pulse4life.
co.uk
Iyengar Yoga, Wednesdays 7.30pm, Mortimer Room. Info: Alison 
752249
Yoga, Tuesdays 10am, Wednesdays 7pm and Thursdays 5.45pm & 
7.30pm, Christ Church Hall. Info: Sally 751937
Yoga, Tuesdays 6.30pm, Christ Church Hall. Info: Chris 834304

Music, Film & Theatre
Live Music, Saturday 12th April 8.30pm, Nailsworth Social Club, new 
members welcome. Info: 834633
Nailsworth Community Choir, Wednesdays 7.30pm, Ruskin Mill. Info: 
Penelope 07918 126585 Nailsworth Film Club ‘Cinema Paradiso’ 
Friday 11th April 8pm, Arkell Centre. Info: www.nailsworthfilmclub.
co.uk
Nailsworth Silver Band, Mondays (beginners 5.30pm, training band 
6pm, band rehearsal 7.15pm), Band Room Brewery Lane

Shopping
Children’s Nearly New Sale, Saturday 26th April 10.30-12.30, St 
Martin’s Church, Horsley. Quality second hand items of children’s 
clothes , toys and nursery equipment
Country Market, Fridays 8.45-11am, Mortimer Room.
Farmers’ Market, Saturday 26th April 10am-1pm, Mortimer Gardens
Vintage & Collectables Fayre, Friday 4th April 10am-3pm, Town 
Hall. Free entry. Collectables bought for cash, sellers’ tables 
available. Info: Larry 07800 951964

Sport & Exercise
Aerobics & Body Conditioning, Mondays 9.30am & 7.15pm, Christ 
Church Hall. Info: Tina 753895
Cotswold Allrunners, Wednesdays 6.30pm from the Co-op car park, 
Fridays 9.30am from The Ram. Info: 07939 102102
FitSteps, Mondays 7pm, Nailsworth Primary School. Info: 07734 
886275 or ruth.king123@btopenworld.com
Gentle Exercise Classes, Mondays 10am at the Arkell Centre or 11.45 
at Woodchester Valley Village. Info: Paul 833968
Kung Fu, Thursdays 7.30pm, Recreation Centre, £4.50. Info: 07922 
873934 or kixxglos@hotmail.co.uk
Nailsworth Mills Bowling Club open for summer season from April 
11th. Taster sessions Fridays 6-9pm. Info: John Davis 833966 or 
Julia.stannard1@sky.com
Nailsworth Pulse Basketball Club (years 6-9), Mondays 5pm, 
Nailsworth Primary School. Info: ruth.graveling@psalms.
uk.net/07881 936978
Nailsworth Tennis Club open afternoon, Sunday 13th April 2-4pm. 
FREE - see article on sports page

LEOPARDPRESS.com
 Formerly Hathaway Press & Vale Press

• Private & Trade Printers
    • litho & digital print 
        • graphic design
            • books & magazines
                • brochures
                    • 35 years experience 

Stroud 01453 832259
stroud@leopardpress.com
Old Market Place, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DU

NHP Longer Health Walk, Wednesday 2nd April - meet outside 
Library 10am. Info: Ros  834485
Nsoc Rambling Group, Thursday 24th April 9.30am. Info: 832911
Pacerpole walking for posture (1-1½ hrs), Mondays 2pm, meet at 
Library, £4. Pacerpoles provided. Info: Pam 832907
Pilates (beginners), Wednesdays 11am, Youth Club. Info: Helen 07799 
620117
Pilates, Thursdays 6.30pm & 8pm, Mortimer Room. Info: Bea 07717 
472129
Pilates, Fridays 10am, Christ Church.  Info:  Jo 873229
Pilates on the Ball, Wednesdays 9.30am, Christ Church Hall. Info: 
Tina 753895
SDC Shorter Health Walk, Tuesday 15th April - meet outside Library 
2pm. Info: Ros 834485
Table Tennis, Tuesdays and Thursdays 7pm, Subscription Rooms, first 
session free
Tae-Kwon-Do, Tuesdays and Thursdays 6.30pm, Primary School. 
Info: 07715 445729
Taiji & Qi Gong, Mondays 9.30am, 10.45am & 12 noon, Town Hall, 
£6. Info: Jeff  07970 303694
X-biking, 7.30pm, FGR Gym. Info: 835680
X-biking, Tuesdays 6pm, FGR Gym. Info: 832268
Zumba Gold Class (for seniors), Wednesdays 10am, Subscription 
Rooms. Info: 07766 101790
Zumba, Mondays 10.30am, Youth Club, £5. Info: Helen 07799 620117
Zumba, Mondays and Fridays 6pm (Nailsworth Primary School), £5. 
Info: 07734 886275 or ruth.king123@btopenworld.com

Sports Fixtures (h)
Shortwood v Cinderford Town, 5th April 3pm
FGR v Kidderminster, 8th April 7.45pm
FGR v Woking, 19th April 3pm
Shortwood v Bishops Cleeve, 19th April 3pm
FGR v Wrexham, 26th April 5.30pm
Shortwood v Wimborne Town, 26th April 3pm

Talks and Groups
Cafe and Community at Christ Church, Wednesday 2nd April 7.30 pm. 
Speaker Will Mansell on Food Banks
Nailsworth WI, Monday 14 April 7.30pm, Parish Room “Land Girls” 
- Fiona Warin
Nsoc Theatre Goers, Saturday 12th April 2pm - Agatha Christie's 
"The Mousetrap", Everyman Cheltenham (depart 12.30pm)
Nsoc Arts, Crafts and Music Group, A potter demonstrates his craft - 
Neil Alcock, Monday 7th April 7.30pm, Mortimer Room. Info. 835554
Nsoc Local History Research Group, Stonehouse’s special houses - 
Vicki Walker, Monday 14th April, 7.30pm. Info: 832228
Nsoc Local Studies Group, The Sharpness to Gloucester Canal - Paul 
Barnett, Monday 28th April, 7.30pm. Info: 832034
Talk at Nailsworth Library  ‘The Plight of the Hedgehog’ by John 
Crowther from ‘Help a Hedgehog Hospital’ 14th April, 3-4pm. 
Suitable for adults and children. Please bring a donation of food 
for the hedgehogs (e.g.. cat food especially chicken in jelly but not 
anything fish flavoured). Info: 832747
Talk “Science: Science education and the challenges of modern times: 
the teaching of science within the Steiner curriculum” with Alex 
Murrell, Science teacher at Wynstones School, Tuesday 1st April 8pm, 
Christ Church Rooms


