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HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR READERS!
Nailsworth—
Nailsworth—the place where you can get almost anything!
This issue concentrates on the immensely versatile art and craft produced in
Nailsworth. It’s a time when most of us are looking for something special, something
different from the mainstream. Right here in this town there is something at every
price level. Besides the lovely things from all our local artists, what about a Spode
mug from The China Shop, a silver chain from Graham Wood’s, a new selection of
music from Harley Musical Instruments in Market Street or a special book from
Not Foxed. We’re lucky to have these specialist shops in such a little town. There are
toys and beautiful little animals in the Gift Shop, jewellery at Banana Barn, a whole
range of handmade originals from the Guild of Disabled Homeworkers in Fountain
Street from pretty dried flower arrangements to rugged little sweaters for toddlers and
unique 3D Greetings cards.
Madonna by Nailsworth artist Then there are luscious goodies
Greg Tricker from the book
from Williams and Harvest Home
‘The Catacombs’ by Greg & - or try to lay your hands on some of
Johannes Steuck*
Lois’s jam at the Farmers’ Market.
Mother Hubbard, Just Traiding, the Copper Kettle place in
George Street and Essence of Design are great places for
presents and - for more practical gifts look round Brutons or
the Ironmongers.
To fill those stockings you’ll find all sorts of odds and ends at
the new Mini-Miser shop in Fountain Street.
Then get yourself all dolled up with something from My Fair
Lady or Clobber or Blue… it’s very
difficult not to overspend when tempted
by so much but at least in such a small
town centre you can wander, think and
St.George’s Church—
Church—as it might have been!
come back before taking the plunge - or
Photo—courtesy of Howard Beard.
even nip home to have a second thought!
*’The Catacombs’ by Greg Tricker & Johannes Steuck with 29 colour plates. ISBN 0-9542873-0-4 Available at ‘Not Foxed’ £17.50

Forest Green Community Shopping Basket
Highwood Regeneration
If you went shopping with the list below what 4 items would you buy?



All weather pitch



Youth Club



Family Room



Social Club/Bingo



Adult Learning



Fitness Suite



TakeAway/Chipshop



Place for Worship



Creche



Family Pub



Swimming Pool



Football Club



Arts/Theatre Space



Indoor Bowls



Kickabout Area



BMX Ramps



Gymnasium



Workshop Units



Other…………………………..



Other………………………...



Other…………………...

Come and discuss your list at a Public Meeting to be held in the Hall at Nailsworth Primary
School on Monday 16 December at 6.30 pm. Bring this with you to put in the shopping
basket. Three lucky lists will win a bottle of wine. If you really can’t get to the meeting,
hand it in to the Information Centre.

Sponsored by Nailsworth Town Council
Name……………………………………………………………………...…..Telephone No……………..
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Space for additional comments:

Copies of this form are available about the town for you to
use if you don’t want to destroy your Nailsworth News!
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FOREST GREEN & NAILSWORTH
CREDIT UNION

Editor’s Column

If you needed to borrow some money, let’s say £100,
how much would you want to pay back? £100 ? Well,
wouldn’t we all? But it is unlikely unless you have a
generous friend or family member.
£106.50? £120? £170?
Most of us would like to pay back as little as possible.
But if you borrow money from some companies for
The Mayor’s page is devoted to a wish list
every £100 you borrow you will have to pay £155.
questionnaire which we hope every reader will
These companies can be very helpful and friendly and
consider. If you possibly can, get to the meeting,
will often lend to you even if you have no bank
especially if you live in Forest Green. It’s time for
account or a poor credit history. They will collect
Nailsworth to assert itself and develop a plan. We from your house. They can let you have money very
won’t get everything we ask for but at least if we
quickly - and sometimes this is convenient. Yet
know what people want we can concentrate on trying because the repayment rate is so high, getting the debt
to achieve it rather than constantly trying to fight off
paid off is hard, and saving for future expenses is
the impositions of outside authorities with no
even harder.
alternative on offer. The college land is probably
There is an alternative. Right now, in Forest Green,
going to be housing. The future of the land around
a group of people have set up a Credit Union
the school is still undecided. And who knows what
collection point – this is a savings company run by
the Football Club is going to do?
and for its members. It cannot make instant loans –
members do have to open an account and pay savings
In the November issue we threw out a challenge
in to it for a period before they can take out a loan, and
about Bonfire Night. Almost immediately we had a
the loan can only be twice what has been saved. But
response from someone experienced in organising
the money can be paid back steadily at a very low rate
such events and willing to try to get one here again
of interest.
next year. It won’t be straightforward - partly
If you borrow £100 from the Credit Union over 12
because of the high cost of insurance - but it should
months, you pay back £106.50. And there are no
be possible.
penalties if you pay back the loan early. The group has
access to specialist money management advice and can
Do you think of Town Councillors as ‘them’? Why? help members with budgeting and saving. At present,
If you’re over 21 and don’t mind giving up a lot of
despite two public meetings, very few members have
time for little reward and you really want to make a
joined up.
difference to Nailsworth you could be a Councillor. We know it is hard if you are paying off a large
And you don’t have to belong to a political party.
existing loan, but even a small amount paid regularly
Elections are in May. Talk to the present Councillors, into a credit union helps to save for the future and
they are all just residents of Nailsworth who work,
avoid having to renew loans that charge 50% interest
voluntarily, for the town. Or contact the Town Clerk
rates – money that you could use for other things,
for details on 833592.
like Christmas. So please come along and find out
Training is available (and essential!).
about opening an account – it could be the best value
£2 you ever spend.
We are outside Lawnside Stores every Wednesday
It looks as though some progress is being made with
from 2.30 to 4pm. OR phone John on 872032 for
the Youth Shelter. Consultation and planning are at
further information. This is a local group – members
last going ahead again. Perhaps something will
must live in the GL5, GL6 or GL10 postcode areas –
actually happen in 2003. Let’s hope so! For more
working for people in our own neighbourhoods.
discussion about this, look at the web site.
This issue highlights Nailsworth’s creative side,
looking at some of the many people in the town who
are artists and craftspeople. With Christmas ahead
they offer original gifts ranging from the very
expensive to the reasonably affordable!
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Community spot from Stella Knight Tom Stevenson writes
We’ve Somerfield and a global bank or two, but these
The Rope Store Gallery in Old Market opened last aside one of the joys of living in Nailsworth is the town’s
abundance of ‘real’ shops. Places where the stock hasn’t
September following on from the success of the
been fixed by a focus group in Basingstoke – and where
gallery in Stroud. Lizzi Walton is the person
the owner is that knowledgeable person sitting behind the
behind it all with her objective being to bring
contemporary art to Nailsworth. Lizzi plans to have till, not your pension fund.
Nowhere does the personal touch matter more than in a
a new exhibition each month featuring wellestablished national artists, some of whom began bookshop. What a delight then to step into Not Foxed,
Nailsworth’s small but perfectly-phrased rebuke to the
their careers in the Nailsworth and Stroud areas.
giant but dumbed-down book chains. There’s nothing
Stunning, vivid paintings will be on show and
homogenous or predictable about Rhona Fox’s quirky
Lizzi hopes people will come in to look and to
selections – and what she doesn’t have on the shelves
experience – “the paintings don’t have to mean
anything and shouldn’t be intimidating – just enjoy she’ll have for you in days, from Manchester, Minnesota
or points in between.
them”. Beautiful bowls, sculptures, glasswork
Like many of Nailsworth’s shopping surprises, Not Foxed
and jewellery will also be displayed.
is hidden away down Market Street. But step into this
For her Christmas exhibition (29th Nov-12th Jan)
reader’s delight and its quality is an open book.
Lizzi plans to have a variety of paintings and
beautifully stitched wall hangings alongside a table
JAN 6-23 Christmas tree recycling at Waterside Garden Centre
decorated with masses of ‘must-haves’ for Christmas.
‘Gig’ for Amnesty International, organised by Sam
These will include cutlery, glasses, plates and lots of JAN 10
Fri
Giles for Amnesty International in Stroud sub.rooms.
stunning gift ideas all at affordable prices.
JAN 11
Tea Party Nailsworth Society Gardening & Ramblers’
Next year Lizzi plans to organise a series of talks and
Sat
groups. 3.30 Parish Rooms
demonstrations by well-known artists. She has
JAN 11
Stories for Children with Alison Cumberbirch 10.30
already arranged a talk by a contemporary basket
Ruskin Mill £3, Families £9
weaver and a local nationally acclaimed textile artist. Sat
She believes these plus the exhibitions will bring
JAN 11
Rags, Rugs & Carpet Bags with Margret Docherty
Sat
Ruskin Mill
people to Nailsworth from around the world.
School groups are also welcome to visit the gallery
JAN 11- Nailsworth Community Arts Exhibition
to experience modern contemporary art at its best.
23
10-5 daily Ruskin Mill Gallery
Contact Lizzi on 753799.
JAN 13
Mon

A Life in Journalism Katie Jarvis Nailsworth W.I.
7.30pm Parish Rooms, St. George’s Church

JAN 17
Fri

No Wealth but Life a talk about John Ruskin by
Howard Hull. 8pm. Ruskin Mill £5/£4

JAN 24
Fri

Folk-rock from Czechoslovakia. Jan Hruby &
Kukulin. Ruskin Mill. 8pm £5/£4

JAN 25
Sat

Felting & Plant dying with Marianne van der Tas.
9.30-4pm £20 Ruskin Mill Booking 762862

Wish you were here!

JAN 27
Mon

One of six beautiful postcards of Nailsworth old and
new being produced by the Town Council. Available
from Archives and the Information Centre only. 25p

Cathedral Stones, an illustrated talk by Arthur Price.
Local Studies Group, Nailsworth Society. 7.30
Mortimer Room

FEB 1
Sat

The Snowqueen, stories for children by Off-the-Wall
10.30am £3, £9 family. Ruskin Mill

FEB 1
Sat

The Listening Chamber, concert for violin & cello by
Rebekah & Christopher Allen 8pm Ruskin Mill £5/£4

FEB 1
Sat

Damanhur - The Ancient Science of Selfica with
Sparviero Ginko Biloba. 11-6pm £25 R.M 388256

FEB 3
Mon

‘Paint your own Pot’ Fiona Frances of ‘Colour
Matters’. Local Studies Group Nailsworth Society
7.30 Mortimer Room

FEB 10
Mon

Horticultural Therapy Judy Mackie Nailsworth W.I.
7.30 Parish Room, St.George’s Church

What’s On
continued
from back
page:
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Forest Green

Community Spotlight
Fire Station report Nik Green writes:
Well, unfortunately we have reached the end of a
good run of fortune. I was hoping to see the year out
with a clean sheet as far as structural fires were
concerned. We have had three in the past couple of
weeks, both of which resulted in lucky escapes.

Police report: P.C. Paul Dangerfield writes:.
writes:
The darker winter nights and the Christmas party season
bring also the annual police road checks for defective
lights and drunk drivers, all
Oct Sep
aimed at reducing accidents.
House Burglaries
3
6
Other Burglaries
4
9
So check your lights, replace
Car Crime
5 58
defective bulbs and don’t risk
Other Thefts
7
5
your licence by drinking and
Damage
14 10
Assaults
3
6
driving. Foot patrols around
Other Offences
3
3
the town and the estates are
TOTALS
39 97
being increased so – burglars
and vandals – be warned. We are about and we are
after you!
A team of con men and women has been operating
throughout the district but had no luck in the Nailsworth
area as residents heeded advice and wouldn’t let
them in. These people enter an area, prey on the
vulnerable and then move on so a national police
operation has been set up to identify and deal with this
type of offence. If you have any suspicious callers, shut
the door and phone police immediately.
From all the Officers at Nailsworth Police Station, we
wish you all a very happy Christmas and New Year
and hope that you do not need to call on any of the
emergency services. Paul Dangerfield.
Phone 01452 335672 or 0845 090 1234 (24hr.)

A burning ember from an open fire went un-noticed
when the occupiers went to bed at their cottage in
Newmarket, one of the persons in the premises awoke
in the early hours and smelt smoke. There were no
smoke detectors in the house. How lucky she was
to wake and alert her husband!



During the power cuts recently an elderly lady in Box
lit numerous candles and other forms of naked
lighting to provide heat and illumination after dark.
Unfortunately unattended naked flames can lead to
accidents as did in this case. The whole of the
kitchen destroyed and the remainder of the house
damaged by smoke.
Having lost Dave Smith recently to become a full
time fire-fighter together with a couple of further
vacancies I am at present undertaking selection tests.
I am pleased to report three persons have now passed
the first stages. I will update you next month as to
how they are doing, together with some information
on the tests themselves.
New Police Inspector - Peter Craddock writes:
After 24years in the Constabulary, (some of which
was previously at Nailsworth), it’s a pleasure to come
back to the Division where it all started back in 1978.
Nailsworth is a wonderful area to live in. What
Nailsworth doesn't need is a minority of people
behaving in a "yobbish" manner and spoiling
things for the others. Acts of anti-social behaviour,
criminal damage and drug abuse, whether using or
dealing, will not be tolerated, and ALL offenders
WILL be dealt with in a positive manner. The officers
at Nailsworth, are completely dedicated to enabling
you to go about your normal daily business without
fear of crime. May I take this opportunity to wish you
all a very merry Xmas, a happy New Year."

Nigglesworth:
Can we pedestrians please have our pavements back?
Can Market Street have double yellow lines? (Yes –
the whole street, please!)
And the bollards outside the One-Stop don’t help,
either! (especially if you have to get by with a pushchair).
Too many police at the football match on Nov.17th?
(And not enough at pub closing time!)
Framing

RAOB. The Office Lodge of the RAOB has moved to
the Comrades Club. Fridays 8pm. Members welcome.
Whow! Nailsworth News does it again! No sooner
said than done - upper half of Brewery Lane cleared
of weeds and overhanging bushes! It’s wonderful.
Market Street now, please!
There will be no Nailsworth News in January .
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Focus on Youth
Primary School News from Ross Walkman:
Goodbye and Thanks for a 'Clean Sweep’
Staff and pupils got together at the end of last month
to say 'thanks and goodbye' to Mrs Joyce Warwick as
she retires from her post as cleaner-in-charge. Joyce
has been associated with schools in Nailsworth for
nearly 30 years and we owe her a huge debt of
gratitude for all her cheerful hard work and dedication
over the years.
Hallowe'en Triumph:
Triumph
The Parent Teacher Association held a 'horribly'
successful fancy dress disco and raised over £700
towards their latest appeal. We look forward to the
Christmas Fayre at the beginning of December being
equally successful.
After School Drama:
Drama
Theatre Without Walls, a professional Theatre
Company, are now running drama clubs for all ages
from 7yrs-adult on a Thursday evening at Nailsworth.
Further information from 885231.
Join us at the following events:
Good Will Evening - 29/11/02: We hope to be
resurrecting a tradition many readers will remember,
as we provide the Nailsworth Carol Bus in this
year's procession!
Christmas Fayre - 7/12/02: Join us for a Saturday
morning of fun, games and Christmas crafts in the
Hall and Gym. Open to all!
Christingle Service - 19/12/02: Everyone is invited to
join us for our traditional Carol Service in St George's
Church at 6pm.
On behalf of everyone at Nailsworth Primary School,
may we wish you and your families a merry
Christmas and a very peaceful New Year.

Anyone for circuit training?
From November 25th. circuit training classes for adults
will be held on Monday nights 8-9pm

Or just keen to meet people and get fit?
To join the Fitness Suite contact 832268.
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Aimee Wood and
Luke Wallace with
Russ Hill
Photo Martin Stone

Tracy

Young
writes

New Youth Initiative at Lawnside
Last week Fitness Manager Richard Kerry and
Instructor Russ Shill put Nailsworth Youth club
members through their paces. As part of Forest Green
Rovers the Lawnside Health & Fitness Suite are
looking to boost their profile in the community. Not
long after she had been in charge they approached
Youth Leader Tracy Young who was very keen to get
the kids involved. The children will be learning about
the importance of a healthy life-style and how to
exercise safely.

Nailsworth Town
Under 11’s
Under new
management the season
has started well. After
4 matches the team has
lost only once and has
also progressed well in
the Glos. Cup. Keep

up the fine work!!

Sport in Nailsworth Sport in Nailsworth
Please contact Don Luke (832812) or Martin Stone (833132) for inclusion on this page

Forest Green
Rovers
have had a mixed few
weeks since the last
edition of the NN.
What a pity that the
team has not been able
to find the same flair
and vital consistency
as they did in the
recent FA Cup Round
1 Match at home with
Photo Martin Stone
Exeter City. What a
shame that there were only 2184 people there. I know
that I was televised live on Match of the Day. It was
another of those ‘carnival atmosphere’ occasions. The
sun shone, the noise was there and the play by both
teams was aggressive and pretty exciting. If FGR
could play like that week in, week out, then there
would be NO worries about another season fighting off
relegation.

Nailsworth Town FC
Under 10’s on Tour 2000
Manchester
ThankThank-you for all your
support!

We hear from Ray Westbury that we have another male
international star, besides Dan Robinson, living in the
Parish. Richard Coates of Nailsworth Mills Bowling
Club represented England in the Commonwealth
Games Bowling Team. We look forward to hearing and writing - more about him.
In the first edition of Face in the Crowd an elderly
gentleman was snapped. He phoned the other week to
say that he was the man photographed but he lived in
Barnet! He was only at the match because the friends
he was staying with had an after lunch snooze and he
fancied a quick look at FGR. They happened to be
playing Barnet FC. He wanted to say what a lovely
and friendly place The Lawn was. He greatly
enthused about FGR and its facilities.

Nailsworth Town FC Under 10’s
Tour 2000 Manchester.
Manchester
In late July the team travelled to Manchester for the
Commonwealth Games and took part in the Umbro
Football Tournament, the largest event of its kind in
Britain and the 3rd largest in Europe. After a tour and
training session at Old Trafford (MUFC) the major
Tournament started and in a group of five towns
Nailsworth beat all oncomers, including a team from
Colombia! Having reached the Final, Nailsworth lost
0-3 to Bitton (Bristol) in what was a very even
encounter. The Tour was a great success and it was
funded by local businesses and individuals. All of us
associated with the Under 10’s would like to say a
huge THANK-YOU for supporting us. We hope for
similar success next year .

“Face in the crowd”
In association with
Forest Green Rovers

Photo by Martin Stone

FOREST GREEN ROVERS SOCIAL CLUB
CHRISTMAS CABERET NIGHTS
BOXING NIGHT EVERLEY BROTHERS TRIBUTE BAND

WALK RIGHT BACK
NEW YEAR’S EVE VERY TALENTED DUET

LOADED
BOTH NIGHTS ARE ENTRY BY
TICKET ONLY
MEMBERS £2.50 GUESTS £3.50
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Is this YOU!
If so, you are eligible for a Free
ground pass to the next HOME
match. Contact Colin Peake at
FGR at the Club Admin. Office
with a copy of this edition of the
Nailsworth News to claim your
free ticket!

Local History - Pat Griffiths
I recently had a surprise birthday present from my sonin-law. To receive a picture from someone is not
unusual. This picture, however, was painted in
Nailsworth in 1914. What makes it even more unusual
Hugh, my son-in-law, bought it over the internet from
Belgium.
Pat Griffiths’ picture.
I then started to do some research
Does anyone recognise where this is?
to find out more about the artist,
Are there any more of her paintings
Sophie D’Ouseley Meredith. It
known here?
appears she was quite a character
Any more information about the painter
in Nailsworth and often sold her
or her family would be very welcome.
paintings to offset any debts she
Great response to the article on the
or her husband had incurred.
Sophie D’Ouseley was born in
telephone exchange from Margaret
Waterford around 1860 and
Townsend,‘the last Caretaker-Operator
moved to Bayswater in London
in the West’ and Personality Girl of the
in 1889. She trained at Penzance
Year for 1961! with lots of stories to
and at the Heatherley School of
tell which we hope to publish later. The
Fine Art in London. She was a
people in the picture were Sheila
Royal West of England
Perkins, Mrs. Ebdon, the Supervisor,
Academician and exhibited over
and - possibly - Ann Jones.
60 pictures between 1890 and
1932. About 1902 she came to
A Local Pub for Local People
live in Nailsworth and married William Meredith
Welcome to Michael & Kim and Kalikka, their Alaskan
who was a Solicitor’s Managing Clerk for A. E.
Malamut, who recently took over the Jovial Foresters .
Smith. In 1927 she moved to Burton on Trent. She
died at Keynsham where she lived with her daughter They come from catering backgrounds and soon will be
providing an exciting range of home-cooked food. Look
and son-in-law.
She specialised in watercolours and in ecclesiastical out for adverts for their weekly musical evenings ‘Looks
like the Gallaghers’ (Oasis). The Jove will be open 12 till
interiors and was commissioned by a number of
3 and 6 till 11, Tuesday to Friday, Monday evenings & all
Cathedrals and Abbeys.We believe one of her
pictures hangs in Truro Cathedral. She painted
Twinning Tribute
day Saturdays and Sundays.
several of Westminster Abbey and of Gloucester
Members of the
Cathedral. She travelled many times on the
Twinning Association
continent and there are paintings of street scenes in
attended the 11th Nov.
Bruges, extensive landscapes of Alpine Tyrolean
ceremonies in Leves (our
scenes – and many of Venice which are said to be
French twin town) and
amongst her best. It seems that Queen Victoria
laid a wreath at the war
bought one of her paintings and that she was
memorial on behalf of
commissioned to paint a miniature landscape for ‘a
Nailsworth and the Royal
famous Dolls’ House’.
British Legion.
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Nailsworth folk: - Anthony Hodge
By Mike Brinkworth
Anthony is a professional painter, gallery owner,
exhibition organiser and teacher. Together with wife,
Jessica, he came to Nailsworth in the late 1980s to set
up their own gallery in Church Street, displaying his
paintings together with Jessica’s choice of
contemporary crafts. He has subsequently rented
studios at Ruskin Mill and Frogmarsh Mill, and is
currently the owner of the Old Warehouse, Market
Street which incorporates the newly named Rope Store
Studio Gallery – a split level facility with the top floor
housing his own combined studio-gallery, amusingly
called ‘Hodge Upstairs’. It was here that we met.
There is a special magic about the artist’s studio; every Anthony Hodge in his studio ‘Hodge Upstairs’
available space from floor to ceiling is covered with
drawings and paintings in various stages of finish, tables As a qualified teacher he has taught at Ruskin Mill and
and cabinets are covered with brush-filled pots, scissors, Stroud Art College, but nowadays concentrates solely
palettes, chalks and crayons, brightly coloured canvases on his painting.
are perched on easels and there is the permanent smell Anthony has a desire to bring art into everyone’s home.
of turpentine; it is bustling with activity. Yet Anthony ‘I would like to put real paintings on people’s walls’, he
modestly insists that the artist’s work is usually pretty said. Now there’s an idea for Christmas!
matter-of-fact. ‘It’s about 90% perspiration and 10%
This month’s Local Heroes:
Heroes
inspiration’, he said. ‘What makes it exciting – even
scary – is that the outcome is always so uncertain; but I Graham & Shirley Wood
hope that I have been able to project an enthusiasm
- not just jewellers but ticket sellers,
through my painting’.
There is great variety in Anthony’s work. Usually
willing helpers - and
starting with drawings, he works and develops them
always cheerful!
until he can produce them in a variety of media such as
oils or collage. As a local landscape painter, he
accepts commissions. Some of his paintings can be
Nominations for next
seen in Mad Hatter’s Restaurant, one of which is an
month, please!
impression of what Nailsworth looked like when the
millpond existed. This is a special two-way relationship
Blowing our own trumpet!
from which he hopes both parties can benefit.
Over the years he has contributed much to the
Nailsworth Festival by designing posters and publicity
James Chamberlain whom we all
and organising exhibitions of his work. At next year’s
know as Nailsworth Mills Estate tells
festival he plans to house an exhibition featuring his
us that he advertised his shop in
paintings of old Nailsworth.
George Street for rent ONLY in the
Nailsworth News and got three serious
applicants. The Chinese Restaurant failed to get
planning permission but he promises us that there
will be something good going into ‘Everything
But’ in the near future!

A great place to work…
Shops...offices...factory units

sometimes available
9 To register your interest, please call 832754

The Nailsworth Doll(s) : Lucy Carter
Graham at C2 is going up to a size C3!
Our very own local hero, Graham, proud owner
of more than one pair of scissors AND a thriving
hair salon is opening a new salon in Cricklade
Street, Cirencester. Scheduled to be up and
running in time for the Christmas rush ‘our Gra’
will be based at C3 for two or three months in
order to get things going.
C2 has recently won several awards for its brilliant
hair cutting and Graham tells me he is feeling
‘pretty good about life and on top of things’. And
so you should, dol.
Also, good luck to the Mini-Misers. Lucky us, to
have a pound shop of our own in Nailsworth (n.b.
Reg Urquhart – I CAN spell the whole thing if I
try!) and the soon to be opened ‘pulp’ – stationery
shop. I feel like Cinderella – someone keeps
waving a magic wand and all the shops I like
spring up like pumpkins all over the town!

Paul Bailey writes
Always look forward to the news letter each month
and was pleased to see the 'Nailsworth dolls'; these
are friends of mine and I totally agree with Lucy
Carters comments, so how about some ' Nailsworth
Guys' !
I am a Nailsworth guy (single!) and play guitar at
Carmellas every Saturday morning. (See issue 17,
page 5) This could provoke some interesting
comments about my playing!

Sam Long writes
Just to say - please, no more houses! I think the town’s
big enough and as you have already said the parking is the
biggest problem here.
Why not make the college into a Leisure Swimming Pool
with other facilities? This would be great for young and
old. And Nailsworth Primary School could pop next door
for swimming lessons (also other nearby schools would
not have to travel
miles). Fantastic!
Keith Norbury writes
I am concerned with
the haste that the
present Stroud District
Council administration
seems to be forcing
through transfer of its
housing stock.
Tenants will be asked
to vote on the transfer
in less than 12 months
time. The council say
there is no option. The
council housing stock
is well maintained and
any money raised will
not deliver new
houses. Tenants should ask themselves, ‘Will I have the
same rights under a private landlord, and why am I
being told there is no choice but to vote for the
transfer?’
I am sure that £500,000 could be better spent by the
district council. Upgrading their play areas for a start
would be of more benefit to the people of Nailsworth.

Adam writes: (from Australia, by email)

Nailsworth News on the web

asking for a copy of the Nailsworth News
(Oct.2002) which described the man who works in
the video library as a ‘skinny father Christmas’. He
says he grew up in Nailsworth and that David is a
relative. adam@rawcreative.com.au

Have you visited our website yet? It’s at
www.nailsworthnews.fsnet.co.uk and it has all of the
newspaper on it (including most of the pictures) as
well as links to the unofficial Nailsworth website
which is sometimes quite funny. Dave Clark looks
after it and keeps it up-dated.
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Letters
Clare Jayes writes:
I hope that I am not too late to respond to your article
in the Nailsworth News concerning the development
of the Highwood site.
I wrote before stating my objections to more housing
in Nailsworth on the grounds that the town's
infrastructure is unable to stand any further
development. This situation has not altered and is not
able to alter. The roads into the town are grid locked at
key moments in the day. Imagine the chaos if we had
another 100 houses all yielding two cars!
Springhill would come to standstill.
I like the idea of Mr. Workman's Jigsaur club and
would also be interested in a cinema club as long as
the films were not all Arthouse!

Broad band from Desmond Cox
In the November News you talk about Broadband
registration and encourage people to register.
Unfortunately the link you gave is the wrong place
to register as it only covers Stonehouse and will give
them a false Interest Number. The correct place to
register for all of us in Nailsworth is
http://www.bt.com/btbroadband/register/ns_register_intro.jsp

On contacting BT Customer services I found out that
we have 106 people registered already and need 200
for them to consider upgrading our exchange.
Please, in your next issue could you explain this to
the Nailsworth People so that they can Register their
interest and we can get our Exchange upgraded so
that we can come into the 21st Century
Call 833267

Betty Mills writes
The Norton's Wood was one of my chief interests
when I was Town Mayor (1984/6). Subsequently, the
council was more interested in maintaining the
"orchard" area as a Nature reserve than as an
extension to the main beech wood, and did not like the
beech trees which had been planted on the advice of
the Forestry. The result has been a tragic mess and I
am only glad if they now have an ongoing policy.
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Pete Ayres

Arts & Crafts in Nailsworth
Fiona and Imogen at Colour Matters in Cossack
Square offer a tremendous range of opportunities.
Here you - and your children - can choose a pot (or
jug, tile or plate) and decorate it for yourself. Within a
week it’s back, securely fired. Or she’ll paint a mural
for you, or paint your
furniture prettily. And then
there are the stained glass
classes—a real joy!
Paul Bradley’s shop in
Fountain Street shines like a
beacon of clarity with its
uncluttered windows of
elegant pots and jugs.
Between welcoming visitors
most courteously and helping
customers with their choice
from his wide range of subtle
under-stated pottery, he
Fluted slip-ware vase by
crafts yet more pots in a
Paul Bradley
small area strategically
placed within the showroom. (How does he keep it all
so tidy??!)

What do the wrought iron gates into the Nailsworth
Mills Estate, a series of trays for sorting and counting
pills, the exhausts for a 600hp, 200+mph sports car, a
specially designed motor tricycle for a man paralysed
from the waist downwards, and stainless steel
components for milking machines all have in common?
The answer is Pete Ayres of Lite Welding and
Fabrication who has just completed his first year in
business on his own in Nailsworth. Pete is an artist in
metal, trained in specialist welding and fabrication –
he worked to BNFL’s exacting standards for the
containment of radioactive materials – who decided to
branch out on his own and, maybe, pander a little to his
enthusiasm for fast machinery with 2, 3 or 4 wheels. But
it’s not all burned rubber and wheel spin. If you want an
elegant satin stainless steel hand rail or a sweeping
ornamental balustrade, or a custom made metal
lampshade,
‘Invalid trike’ designed by Pete Ayres
Pete’s your man
there too. He’ll also paint you a very fetching Daffy
Duck on the door of your Mercedes - if that’s your
desire. And, oh yes, the ‘invalid trike’ should do
120mph…

The familiar gates to Nailsworth Mills Estate by Pete Ayres

Other potters in Nailsworth we would like to write
about: Julia Barucha who does porcelain cameos
and terra cotta tiles, Lucy Birtles, Colin Gerrard,
Kerry von Zschock who does oven-to-table ware
and Adam Tobin at Ruskin Mill.
Co-op
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The Rivers Gallery:
The Rivers Gallery in Market Street, Nailsworth, is a new
venture by Judi Jackson supported by her artist daughter,
Amanda Lowery.
Visitors to their opening celebrations entered a free draw
for an Amanda Lowery linocut print, especially created for
the opening. It was won by Stuart Armitage of
Nailsworth seen here accepting his prize.
A further free draw for this print with a
limited edition of six will take place each
week. Every visitor to the Gallery has a
chance to enter. The Gallery offers work by
contemporary artists, ceramicists, potters, art
glass makers, stained glass artists and
jewellery artists.
Judi, who worked for many years at the
House of Commons, has swapped the
corridors of power for a more civilised
lifestyle. She plans to change the display
every two or three months. Call in at the
Gallery. It’s open Tuesday to Saturday from
10am to 4pm. Tel: 836885.
Amanda Lowery presenting her
New Year’s Day at
linocut print to Stuart Armitage.

Woodchester Mansion

Most of you are probably still of the opinion that Woodchester Mansion is
only open occasionally, but over the last few years we have been slowly
increasing the number of days that we are open. Now
ESS
you can visit any Sunday from April to September
and some Saturdays and Bank Holidays.
A small group of the volunteers decided last year to try
opening on New Years Day and we were not
disappointed. New Years Day was fine, dry and sunny
although on the cold side. People appeared from
everywhere and were grateful to find something open on
the day that did not involve January Sales! The Tea
Room was particularly popular after a walk round the
Mansion or the Park.
New Years Day is now one of our regular open days
and for 2003 we will be open from 11:00 with the last
admission at 3:00. The tea room will be open and you
will be able to get a hot drink and cake to eat by the log
fire in the Drawing Room.
Vac dr

13

Celebration of Christmas 2002 in
Nailsworth and District

Events
Amnesty International
Sam Giles of Nailsworth is involved in events for
Amnesty International—a ‘Gig’ on Jan 10th and signing
Christmas cards for Prisoners of Conscience on
Dec.11th. Both in Stroud Subscription Rooms.
All that jazz!
Jazz club at the Comrades with Laurie Chescoe
Goodtime Jazz on Saturday December 7th at £9
including supper should be a good evening out. And
there’s a whole programme of events for next year!
Tickets from Graham Wood, Jeweller, Fountain St. GL6
0BL (not Sats) or by post (sae, please). Cheques to
Nailsworth Silver Band.
Help with Alzheimer’s sufferers
The first meeting of a café to bring Alzheimer’s sufferers
and their families together will be held in the Mortimer
Room on Dec.18th. Based on a Dutch idea, ‘It’s a chance
for people with dementia to meet their families and
friends in a relaxed and informal setting’ said Jo
Smith, one of the organisers. ‘Good food, music and
company can help manage the stress’. Call 834714.
National Trust:
Nailsworth is one of the strongest supporters of the
National Trust in the county. In 2002 a new local venture
took members on several day visits. Some places visited
were not NT, like Sezincote house and garden and
Cothay Manor. Extra side visits like the one to the Fibrex
nurseries which specialises in ferns and pelargoniums
and lunch at The Fleece, a National Trust pub. made the
days even more pleasurable. Organising such outings is
hard work but Mrs. Elizabeth Sergeant says she is
prepared to set up another programme for 2003. Find
out more by writing to her at 77, Middle Street, Stroud,
GL5 1EA(please enclose sae). She is now arranging a
garden tour based on Sidmouth for 4 days before Easter.

Advent
Sunday 15th December
10.30am Mass at Woodchester Priory with Christingle
Service for St. Dominic’s School
Thursday 19th December
6pm Nailsworth Primary School Christingle Service at St.
George’s Church
Saturday 21st December
10.30am Carol Singing in shoppers’ Car Park/Mortimer
Gardens
Sunday 22nd December
10.30am Christmas Festival Service at Christ Church
6pm Town Carol Service at St.George’s Church
Christmas Eve
4pm Christingle Service at St.George’s Church
6.30pm Celebration of Christmas at Christ Church
8pm Christmas Eve Mass at the Convent of the Poor
Clares
11pm Ceremony of Carols and Midnight Mass at
Woodchester Priory
11pm Midnight Communion at St.George’s
Christmas Day
8.30am Dawn Mass of the Nativity at the Convent of the
Poor Clares
9.30am Family Communion at St.George’s
10.30am Christmas Day Family Service at Christ Church
10.30am Mass with Carols at Woodchester Priory
11am Meeting for Worship at Friends’ Meeting House
ALL ARE WELCOME AT THESE SERVICES

PAPER TEAM This Month, THANK YOU!!
Distribution Co-ordinator Bill Affleck: 832619 + 55 street
distributors. John Appleton, Kathleen Beard, Mike Brinkworth,
Harold Butterworth, Lucy Carter, Dave Clarke, Tom Doherty,
Jonathan Duckworth, Bruce Fenn, Rhona Fox, Barry Hathaway,
Maire Jarman, Just Traiding, Stella Knight, Don Luke, Ann
Makemson, Ann Marshall, Pam Munns, David Penn, Helene
Perrin-Summers, Tamzin Phillips, Joan Rowbotham, Martin
Stone, Barry Wade, Lesley Williams-Allen.

Remember the Nailsworth Festival in the Spring?
Error in the Shops/Services Directory:
Believe it or not, the organisers are already planning
One-Stop Shop phone number under NEWSAGENTS
Festival 2003. It’s time for Friends of the Festival to
and VIDEO HIRE should be 832367 (Nov.’Fountain’)
renew their subscription and for others to join. You get a
Views in ‘Nailsworth News’ are not necessarily those of the Paper
programme in advance, discount on tickets if you join
Team. We reserve the right to edit or omit material. No liability is
early and a glow of satisfaction. (What’s more you get
accepted for loss or damage arising from any omissions of copy or
an invitation to a splendid supper at Ruskin Mill
advertising. Nailsworth News is published and distributed entirely by
volunteers. Printing and paper are financed by advertising.
which is worth the £5 on its own). Subscriptions to
Maureen Embrey, 4 College Road, Paganhill, GL5 4DR. More volunteers are always welcome.
If you would like to join the Team, please contact the Editor. 832619
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Business News RoundRound-up by Bill Affleck
Vanilla in Market Street. Yes, they’re open and have
lots of lovely stuff for Christmas. But Serena tells us
that they’re going to close in the New Year while
repairs are carried out on the roof, re-opening in the
spring …
The Nailsworth China Shop. Mike Cock and Julia
Stannard have lots of new stock and a new, good
quality, candle range at bargain prices.
Mini-Miser has opened in Fountain Street (where
Hobbs Bakery temporarily ‘camped’) providing nice
new merchandise at stocking-filler prices. Pete and
Linda Flaherty live in Forest Green and were both
made redundant from Dyson’s. They like to work
together and feel they’ve found and filled a niche in
the Nailsworth shopping scene.
When Mark and Kate Wright opened Artisan, the
picture framers and print shop in Market Street, some
eight years ago they were not best pleased to find
Heathcliffe Gallery (picture framers and art material
suppliers) opening on the same street in the same
month! Nailsworth is a friendly town and Kate and
Bob are now on speaking terms.
If you wondered what happened to Eva Sellers
between her closing Banana Barn in Fountain Street
and reopening behind Brutons and you thought she
was gently touring Indian Reservations in America,
sampling merchandise and enjoying the sun, you were
wrong. She was completing a two-year course in
crystals at Exeter, and moving house and one or two
other things. She’s glad to be back, welcoming
customers old and new.
Simon and Jane Hudson are proud, four years after
they bought the Weighbridge Inn, to have their pub
included in the Good Pub Guide 2003 and to have
been listed as runners up in the Licencees of the Year
2003 category.
Plans are in hand for next years Nailsworth Food
Festival which will have an international flavour,
reflecting the 38 ethnic and cultural groups
represented in Nailsworth.

The Nailsworth Chamber of Trade and Commerce
are justly proud of the glossy ‘You’ll find a great
deal in Nailsworth’ brochure designed to spread the
image of the town in surrounding areas. 10,000 were
printed and there are copies in various shops in the
town.
The brochure reflects the diverse nature of
Nailsworth’s flourishing commercial scene. This is
also reflected in the support now being given to the
Chamber; no less than 28 people representing local
trade and commerce attended the most recent meeting
which included a farewell presentation to Steve and
Viv Taylor.
We congratulated (NN October 02) Jeff Green on
assuming the presidency of the Chamber; Jeff reminds
us that he is only, as Vice President, acting as
President until the AGM in April.
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The Chamber is developing views on town-centre
CCTV with more positive encouragement to the
Town Council. It continues to be concerned with
issues of parking and vandalism; there was news of
the arrest of three young people in a dawn raid by
police and the charging, with vandalism, of an 18-year
old.

What’s On—
On—December For free listing ring
Maire Jarman on 832933
Until
JAN 12

‘Private Journeys’ exhibition at Rope Store Gallery.
Wed-Sat. 10am to 5pm

1-14

Cards for good causes on sale, Library (until 14th
Dec) 25 different charities represented!

2 Mon

Tree of Light in Merry walks, Stroud. Service &
celebration to remember loved ones. Cotswold Care

2 Mon

Christmas celebration. Ceramic & Decorative Arts
Group & Local Studies Group, Nailsworth Society.
7.30pm in the Parish Room, St. George’s Church

4 Wed

Flower Arrangement Society Christmas supper.
Victorian theme. For details call 835554

7 Sat

Nailsworth Society Christmas Lunch at Egypt Mill.
12.30 for 1. £15 for 3 courses (by ticket only) Postbox for cards for Society members. Tickets from the
Library 10-12noon until 4th. December

7 Sat

Laurie Chescoe Goodtime Jazz 7.30pm at the
Comrades’ Club £9(incl. supper)

7 Sat

Christmas Fayre. A morning of fun, games &
Christmas crafts at the Primary School 10-12

7 Sat

Christmas Fayre. Craft demonstrations, cards, gifts,
cakes in aid of Guild of Disabled Homeworkers.
9.30-12 St. George’s Parish rooms

9 Mon

Blood donor sessions. Town Hall. 1.30-3.15, 5-7.15

11 Wed

Chamber of Trade meeting. 6pm Egypt Mill.

11 Wed

Healing Sanctuary. Drop-in evening. Quaker
meeting House. 7-10pm Meditation & 30min.
healing sessions

11 Wed

Christmas cards for Prisoners of Conscience in
Stroud sub rooms. Write, sign. Mince pies & drinks.

13, 14

‘Curtain Up!’ Stuart Singers 7.30 Holy Trinity
Church, Minchinhampton. £5 children £2.50
883146

15 Sun

10.30am Mass at Woodchester Priory with
Christingle for St. Dominic’s School.

18 Wed

Alzheimer’s Café. Mortimer Room. Jane Smith
834714

19 Fri

6pm Traditional Carol Service and Christingle for
Nailsworth Primary School at St. George’s Church.

21 Sat

Festive nibbles at Rope Store Studio

21 Sat

10.30am Christmas Carols in Somerfield shoppers’
car park and Mortimer Gardens

21 Sat

Country Market 9-1pm

22 Sun

10.30am Christmas Festival Service at Christ
Church

22 Sun

6pm Town Carol Service at St. George’s Church

24th &
25th

For Christmas Eve & Christmas Day services
see listing on page 14

What’s on for JanJan-Feb is on p.4

Small Stuff
Piano player wanted for movement class once a
week. Phone Elizabeth 832921
Last minute problems with childcare or Nanny?
I may be able to help. Mature, very experienced
woman. Babies and toddlers especially. Excellent
references. Ring 833292
Electric cooker. Free to anyone willing to collect it!
Call 832812
Raleigh Pursuit young man’s bicycle, 10
gears, 26” wheels, suitable 12+yrs. Reasonable
condition. £15 o.n.o. Tel.833857
Seasoned logs for sale—loads available from
£75 to £125. 832620 or 0777 831 2827
Office assistant needed. Some computer skills,
Quickbooks preferred. Part time or flexible hours,
Nailsworth. Must be available school holidays.
E-mail Sue at Sue.Bailey@Tesco.net
Party problems? Like Clockwork will organise any
sort of party for you. Ring Claire Barber on 861566
Help with housework needed. 4 hours/week. £5/hr
Preferably Thursdays or Fridays. 836867
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Paper Meeting:
15th January at the Fire
Station
DEADLINE ~ 15 JAN.
(events/stop press 22nd)
ADS latest - by 15th Jan
EDITOR ~Joyce Affleck,
832619
or to ‘Not Foxed’,
2, Market St. Nailsworth
or
joyce.affleck@tinyworld.
co.uk
ADVERTS ~ Copy +
payment please:(Cheques
to Nailsworth News) ‘Just
Traiding’, 7, Fountain St.
or
Ann Marshall 833857
3.75cm x 9.5cm: £15
6cm x 9.5cm: £26.
14cm x 9.5cm: £50 (if
space).

HAPPY NEW YEAR !!

