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Keep it Local? If only we could!
Last week Stroud District Council gave planning permission for the building of the large complex of sheltered
housing on the site of the two bungalows in Old Market (32 units, 10 parking places). General feeling in the town as
shown by the Survey and the opinions expressed at public meetings suggest that the majority of the people of
Nailsworth are strongly opposed to this development. The Town Council has opposed it unanimously. Why than was
it passed? Apparently government guidelines say that if local people don’t like it, hard luck - that’s not sufficient
reason for it to be rejected. So, presumably it will go ahead.
But wait! There’s just one possibility that might prevent it from happening. The badgers
might not like it. Government guidelines say their environment must be respected.
Now, we’re pretty much in favour of badgers, too, but it does seem to be a little strange.
(Is this the same government that plans to kill most of England’s badgers in the near
future?).
Meanwhile, the Town Council needs to get on with deciding what we do want in Old Market.

Sixth Form at Sir William Romney to close
A few months ago we thought we’d won the battle to keep this open, but no! The final decision has
now been made to close this Tetbury School VIth form, used by many Nailsworth students, against
the wishes of the local public.

Inside:

We can help
you!
Call now to book
your

• PERSONAL
TRAINING
• YOGA
• PILATES
• FITBALL
• THAI MASSAGE
• CHINESE
MASSAGE

Free
consultation at
our friendly,
unique and
affordable
Studio

Job Hunting?
Looking for Staff?
For all your temporary and permanent needs…
Tel: 01453 32468

SEND US YOUR CV NOW

•
•
•
•

Warehouse Manager c£24k
Receptionist £14k
Office Administrator Part time £7 per hour
Transport Manager c£30k

jobs@ess-emp.co.uk

Many more Permanent Jobs available

www.ess-emp.co.uk

Our theme this month, is Mother’s Day. See
p.19 & 20.
A local spade turns up in America—and is
rescued. P. 16.
New ‘state-of the-art’ Leisure Club at Forest
Green Rovers—true luxury for everyone p.9.
Snooker or Pool—we tell you where you can
play in Nailsworth p.11.
We welcome Alison Glossop to
our team P.13

Watch your cash

A B TREE SERVICES

Take real care when you’re using a hole-in-the-wall to get
your money. Some people who got cash from the machine
at Tesco’s in Stroud had money withdrawn illegally from
their accounts. If you used it on 10th Feb, check your
account.

Reductions reshaping pruning thinning felling mulch
Shrub work hedge trimming planting stump removal
ANDY BROWN

Post Offices under threat again
We have two post offices in Nailsworth, one in Old Market
and one in Forest Green. Both are vital to the area. New
government plans to kill off Post Office Card Accounts are
causing real concern. According to the National Federation
of SubPostmasters (NFSP) they will cease in 2010 but
even before that
•
new pensioners and jobseekers will not be able to opt
for the Card Account;
•
beneficiaries with bank accounts will be advised to
get their benefits through the account;
•
beneficiaries who currently use both bank and card
accounts will be told they may
use only the bank. These 2,500
pensioners will have no choice
but to use the bank.
These changes started this month.
The NFSP was not told until 25th
Jan! See www.nfsp.org.uk

Twinning

01453 832216 07970 742727
FREE ESTIMATES

Forest Green Residents Association
Sally Green—Secretary writes
Playground Progress: With the support of Nailsworth
Town Council, Stroud District Council, Christ Church,
Renishaw and our own fund raising, we are looking
forward to the installation of three new pieces of
equipment on the playground. Cradle swings are now on
order, we are putting in some picnic benches and there is
the possibility of either a cone climber or a roundabout.
We have asked for these to be in place by the Easter
holidays. SDC have promised a
large playground sign and also a
new waste bin. We would also
like to plant the bank around the
outside of the fencing. Anyone
out there with expertise, some
time to help and, dare I ask,
some spare ground cover
plants?

Community
News

This is the 11th year of our
association with Lèves, near Chartres, and a lot of firm
friendships have already been formed. If you’d like to join
in, come to the AGM at the Comrades’ Club on Wed. 8th
March to find out how it works and enjoy supper, a slide
show and a game of skittles. Annual subs are £10 family,
£7 single adult, £5 student; this helps to cover the costs of
entertaining our French friends when they come here. This
year, we go there, and, believe me, they entertain us with
true Gallic enthusiasm. There is still time to join the trip
which will be from Fri. 28th April to Mon, 1st May (Bank
holiday). People of all ages are welcome!

The waste area opposite the playground has now been
fenced off. We are having to leave a corner section by
the garage as a grassed area for now but hope to develop
it at some future point as an area for games and a
meeting point for the teenagers.

Dog Mess: We have asked for help from the dog warden
at SDC because of the high level of dog mess around the
estate including the children’s play park. We would like
to remind everyone that, not only is it extremely
unpleasant, but also dog mess can carry disease. It takes
a couple of minutes to collect it in a bag and put it in the
Newman Hender Story
dog bin. We have been promised some patrols at various
As serialised in the Fountain newsletter, is now available to times of the day by the dog warden. Allowing your dog
order in booklet form at £3 from Nailsworth Archives,
to foul and not clearing up can also carry financial
Town Hall. Any profits from sales will go to the
penalties. Please help us to keep our streets clean and the
Nailsworth Archives and the Town Council.
estate a pleasant place to live in.
Badgers
Our next fund raising efforts will be two table top sales
th
th
If you want to protest against the national badger cull you on 25 March and 29 April both outside the library in
must do so before 10th March. The best website to use is: Nailsworth. Look forward to seeing you.
www.stopthecull.info/emaildefra.php/t%20%_blank%22

Nailsworth Ironmongers
ESTATE AGENTS & LETTING AGENTS
Residential Property Management & Letting Specialists

www.ridersproperties.co.uk Tel: 01453 836736 Fax: 01453 836737

7 Fountain St. Nailsworth Glos GL6 OBL
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For all your household and gardening needs.
33 varieties of loose potatoes now available as
are loose beans, peas, onion sets and shallots;
Also loose fertilizers, compost maker and
composts.
Gordon, Jo, Daniel, John and Thomas await with a warm welcome
and look forward to seeing you soon.

24 Fountain St, Nailsworth Mon-Sat 9- 5.30 Tel: 01453 832083 3/06

Rev. Stephen Earley writes:

Terrascapes Ltd

There used to be a saying " Spring is a time when a young
man's fancy .." Can't remember the rest of it (age does
Hard and Soft Landscaping
funny things to one's mind) but I'm sure it was linked to
GILES GRAINGER HND
me noting we hold our marriage preparation day later this
Tel: 01452 740533
Mob: 07866 515715
month! We hold such a day for all our couples who are
www.terrascapesltd.co.uk
marrying this year - we have nine, together with a
blessing, booked for our churches - and talk through lots
of the issues they will be facing in their married life
LOCAL HERO - Bruce Hall , MBE
together. I know that they always enjoy and appreciate the
day and I enjoy spending time with couples who are in
Bruce did not stop
love and obviously happy.
working when he
Although the media puts out the message that marriage is
retired as Head of
a failing institution, I find the young people take their
Nailsworth Primary.
relationships very seriously and I sense that there is a trend
back to traditional church weddings. I hope so, as I am
Read all about his
convinced it is the very best place to start such an
work for the local
important life journey together - repeating vows in the
canal on page 13.
presence of lots of witnesses and before God. If you want
to know how to arrange your wedding in one of our
A real hero !
churches, please ring me on (01453) 832181.
As well as the gospel concert I mentioned last month (30th Photo by kind permission of “Trow” magazine
April!) we have three other concerts arranged at St
Chamber of Trade new web site.
George’s in the next few months, the first of which is a
th
classical choir Il Picaro Cora on the 27 March at 7.00pm. In future all members of the Nailsworth Chamber of
Trade will be entitled to a free page on the new
Nailsworth and the Web
Chamber web site
www.nailsworthchamberoftrade.co.uk, together with a
Catherine Hutchinson looks after the
link to their own web site. In making the
Nailsworth News website and we would like some
announcement at the well attended monthly meeting,
help keeping it up to date and running well.
Chamber President Peter Blackwell said this would be
The site is managed by a very easy to use
an invaluable marketing aid for all members, and
content management system. If there are any
would also provide an excellent service for those
volunteers out there who would enjoy
seeking goods or services from Nailsworth
copying and pasting some of the stories each
businesses. The Chamber will be seeking ways of
month onto the website (it's really quite easy, just time
promoting the site, which will be linked with other
consuming to upload the whole issue at once) please
regional and national sites, as widely as possible. In
contact the Editorial team at the addresses on page 20.
addition to promoting it members, the site will have
full information about the Chamber and minutes of all
its meetings. The Chamber hope to produce a printed
Low profile?
Directory for all businesses in Nailsworth later in the
We note that we have become invisible to the Stroud
year. Annual Membership of the Chamber is £35 New & Journal despite important events in Nailsworth.
enquiries to Membership Secretary Lynda Platts
There was no mention of our town in their paper outside
835787 or lynda@plattsonline.com
the Sports pages for the last two weeks!

CALLING ALL JUGGLERS . . .
No time to find a decorator?

Mediterranean Restaurant & Pizzeria

Need someone experienced to manage your
building project?

New menu has arrived!!!
20% off food bill on Thursday evening
throughout March with this advertisement
• Dine Alfresco with us this spring in our new
garden
•
•

For reservations please call us on : 01453 834802
We are opposite Somerfield
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A Chartered Engineer with bags of project
management experience, I am happy to discuss
any building or property challenge no matter how big or how small.
Kirsten Welsh CEng MICE 07815 836633

Deputy Mayor Norman Kay writes

Deputy Editor David Cox writes

As I write news has arrived that Stroud District Council
So much for power and choice going to local people!
have given approval to the slightly amended McCarthy & The Planners have made their decision about the
Stone sheltered housing scheme application at Old Market. McCarthy & Stone application, but in reality they have
made no decision at all. Don’t blame them, because they
The Town Council had voiced our opposition after
consulting with local people. We had concerns about the were stuck with our crazy planning laws. Thus, despite all
design, the size of the development, the town’s need for the rhetoric from Government about local power, we now
seem powerless – or at least so it seems.
affordable housing, that any development should fit in
with future plans for the renewal of Old Market, parking In the meantime we watch with interest what is happening
issues and because of risk to the thriving badger sett.
to William’s Kitchen and the assembly of concrete
Clearly we need to look again at the impact the scheme
imitation stone lego on the river bank.
will have on the town, not least during its construction.
The average age of the Nailsworth News Staff has just
Of course the future residents will be welcomed by us all
taken a tumble with the arrival of Alison Glossop, who
as they join and contribute to our local life.
takes over from Lucy Carter, but just happens to be
Parking continues to concern us all. Again, local people young. We would like some more of this, so please young
regard the current parking provision highly. But there is people do think about getting involved with us.
increasing pressure. The Town Council is agreed that we
In November the Mayor wrote about the new Police
need to ensure that the time limits for parking are
enforced. We also want to encourage alternatives to cars, Officers and Community Warden assigned to Nailsworth.
at least for local journeys. Some councillors think that it is Police bureaucracy has prevented the publication of
monthly crime figures but we are hoping that the crime
time to accept car parking charges - but this is hotly
reports will be resumed in the near future.
disputed by others. We shall be meeting with District
Council officers and with the police to discuss car parking Joyce Affleck writes
in town.
You will undoubtedly notice that the photographs in this
By the time you read this the next meeting to consider a month’s paper are fewer and of lower quality than usual
Forest Green Community Centre will have been held. As despite our valiant efforts. We are missing Martin Stone,
who, besides being Assistant Editor, has taken the
part of the Redrow housing development the Town
majority of our pictures over the last 3½years. No-one
Council has been granted a parcel of land alongside
Nympsfield Road for such a Centre by the FGR Football could be more reliable than Martin who has always come
up with the appropriate picture no matter how
Club. We want to support and assist local residents to
unreasonably short the notice! He will be away for a
have and run their own Community Centre, though the
while but we hope to get him back in the not too distant
enthusiasm and ongoing support has to be present. I hope
future!
that many people do attend and are willing to form an
Not long before we came here 12 years ago, Nailsworth
organising group.
Secondary school was closed against enormous protest.
Sue Reed will be back to write next month’s column. By Our children now go to schools in Stroud, Cirencester and
then, let’s hope that Spring flowers and warmer weather Tetbury - to the loss of our town. Threats to close the
highly regarded VIth form at Sir William Romney,
will arrive.
Tetbury were issued and fought off but, of course, the
very threat leads to reduced numbers. So now it’s seen as
Views in ‘Nailsworth News’ are not necessarily those of the Paper Team. We
reserve the right to edit or omit material. No liability is accepted for loss or
uneconomic. A bad day for personal choice!
damage arising from any omissions of copy or advertising. Nailsworth News is
published and distributed entirely by volunteers. Printing and paper are financed
On the plus side this thin winter sunshine is enough to get
by advertising.
our solar panels working to provide us with some hot
More volunteers are always welcome.
water, to our delight.
If you would like to join the Team, please contact the Editor: 832619.

Nailsworth Accountancy & Tax Centre
Town Hall, Old Bristol Road, Nailsworth
Mike Jefferies, MAAT - 836683 & Emma Mills - 835050
• ACCOUNTANTS TO THE SELF EMPLOYED,
COMPANY DIRECTORS & THE COMMUNITY
• TAX RETURNS & ACCOUNTS COMPLETED
• SMALL PRACTICE FOR SMALL CLIENTS = SMALL FEES
Our Service includes: Self Assessment Tax Returns; Accountancy,
Taxation & Bookkeeping Services; Accounts Tax Problems;
Free Accounts/ Tax Surgery; Business Accounts Preparation; VAT
Returns; PAYE / Wages Completion; Limited Company Formations;
Limited Company Accounts Completion & Tax Compliance. 9/05
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Bus passes & travel tokens

If you’re aged 60 or over, disabled, or a carer in receipt
of a carer’s allowance, you are entitled to either £20 in
travel tokens or a free bus pass which would allow you
to travel free on any recognised bus route in
Gloucestershire. This year’s Scheme will run from 1st
April to 31st March 2007.
If you received tokens or a bus pass last year you
should already have received an application form for
this year’s scheme. To collect your tokens, take the
completed application form and proof of eligibility to
your local Post Office between 9th March and 17th
May. After the 17th May applications should be made
by post or in person to Ebley Mill; each month the
value of a token allocation will be reduced on a prorata basis.
If you received travel tokens last year, but this year
you would like a bus pass, please complete the
application form and return it with a passport sized
photograph and proof of eligibility (photocopies only
please) to the Concessionary Fare Officer at Stroud
District Council, Council Offices, Ebley Mill, Stroud,
Glos, GL5 4UB.
If you haven’t received an application form, or if you
are applying for tokens or a bus pass for the first time,
please ring the Concessionary Fare Officer at Ebley
Mill or email con.fares@stroud.gov.uk

Shopping trips with Ebley Coaches
Gloucester Bus St., 18th March (Return 12.45)
Cirencester Mkt. Place, 1st April (Ret. 12.30)
Cheltenham High St., 4th March (Return 13.00)
Forest Green Club 9am: Bus station 9.10am. £4.50
return.
New for 2006 Shopping Trips to Bath
Bath Bus Station, 25th March (Return 14.35)
NB Departure times same as other trips.
These trips have to be pre booked and cost £7.50

Cancer Research UK

For some time now we have publicised the work of this local
group. Regrettably, it has now disbanded because the people
who started it have now got to the stage when it is more than
they want to do - and they have not been joined by new,
younger people to carry it on. (Where have I heard that
before?). Joan Noton, who has acted as Secretary for 30
years, from Jan. 1976, has retired. She writes:
‘Having first been formed in 1952, the Nailsworth Branch of
Cancer Research UK has decided to disband. The first
Committee was for the British Empire Cancer Campaign
which, in 1963, became the Cancer Research Campaign. This
amalgamated with Imperial Cancer Fund in 2002 and became
Cancer Research UK.
‘At first, annual amounts collected were under £100 and by
1963 £1,000 had been raised. In 2005, our last year, £8,483
was raised and the total from 1952-2005 was £112,635.
‘Records show 236 different house-to-house Collectors and
many Committee members and helpers. Thanks go to all of
these’. Cancer Research UK may be contacted on 750547.

Bus timetables

Get your own copy of the Nailsworth bus timetable. by
ringing 01452 425610 or visit the website at
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/travel
It includes all the routes which go via the town.
Other useful numbers are:
Ebley Bus: 839333
Stagecoach in the Cotswolds: 755563
Beaumont Travel: 01452 309770
National Bus Travel Line: 0870 608 2 608

Creating the kitchen of your dreams

. . . at truly affordable prices

The complete service from an established
family business. With an envied reputation
For quality and service at pleasing prices.
All approved by ‘The Kitchen Specialists’
Association’.

Cotswold Kitchens
01453 833910
HO & Design Studio: 2 Market St, Nailsworth, GL6 0BZ
Showroom: The Old Art Gallery, Market St, Nailsworth GL6 0BX
www.cotswoldkitchens.co.uk
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Nailsworth Dramatic Society

HOLIDAY LETS

The next Nailsworth Dramatic Society’s production will
be Alan Bennett’s memorable ‘Talking Heads’, a series
of monologues which wryly observe the details of his
quirky characters and bring them vividly to life. The
three selected pieces are ‘A Woman of no
Importance’, ‘Chip in the Sugar’ and ‘Bed among
the Lentils’ and many of you will remember those
classic TV performances of the 1980s featuring Patricia
Routledge, Maggie Smith and Thora Hird among others.
Directed by Chris Cruikshank, the production is from
15th to 18th March in Nailsworth Town Hall and tickets
(£6) will be on sale at Nonsuch Books and Music. This
show will almost certainly be a sell-out so you are
advised to buy your tickets early and avoid
disappointment.

Celebration Concert: Sing the Good
News
A local choir including singers from Christ
Church, St. George’s, the Church of the
Annunciation and others is giving a concert at
6pm on 22nd April at St. George’s Church and
then, the next week-end, in France. Come
along and hear!

Lanzarote:
Inexpensive secluded villa to let in Playa Blanca. Pool,
close to restaurants & beaches. From £325 per week.
Cornwall. Portscatho, Roseland Peninsula:
Cosy cottage to let. Overlooks sea, wonderful walks &
beaches. Available year round from £195 per week.

Tel: 07855 492472 or 01453 885223

Concerts
We’ve taken the liberty of including 3 concerts in What’s
On which aren’t really in Nailsworth. This is because
several of the players are part of our town. They include a
concert in aid of ‘Mercy Ships’ at Trinity Church, Stroud
on 1st April, ‘The Magic of Mendelssohn’ at Holy Trinity
Church, Stroud on 25th March and the Capriol Chamber
Orchestra on 11th March at Woodchester. This last one
includes a ‘Sinfonietta’ by Jonathan Trim, the Conductor.

Walk for the visually impaired
Join us for a spring walk around the Rococo Gardens in the
company of Chris Hitchcock, Head Gardener.
This garden, originally laid out in the 18th
century, is undergoing extensive restoration to
re-create the original flamboyant Rococo
design. Wed. 29th March. Entry to the gardens
for this visit is £2.50.
Meet in the car park at the Rococo
Gardens, Painswick at 10.45am.
For further details of these events, or to book a place,
please contact Deb at Stroud Valleys Project on 753358,
or by email deb@stroudvalleysproject.org

Events

Nailsworth Film Club
‘Downfall’, a gripping movie about Hitler’s last days,
directed by Oliver Hirschbiegel, is on at the Primary
School on Fri. 10th March at 8pm. Further information
from Tony Anhoury 860671.

Spring fashions
The W.I are holding a Fashion Show at the Comrades
Club on Friday 31st March at 7pm. Tickets £4.
For more details phone 833581.

An Evening with a West African Flavour
Watch or join in - a demonstration of West African
dancing and drumming in aid of the Bintang Boolong
Nursery School in the Gambia in the Trinity Rooms, Field
Road, Stroud. 7.30-11.30pm. £8. Licensed bar. 756715 or
791589.

Bob Pike & David de Sousa at

The George Inn
Newmarket
Nailsworth
833228

“NAILSWORTH’S
BEST KEPT SECRET”
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Luncheon 12 noon - 2 pm
Dinner 6.30 pm - 9 pm
Evening reservations essential
Most credit / debit cards accepted

Churches Together in Nailsworth

Over The Top Soft Furnishings

Main Sunday services

Curtains - Blinds - Cushions

9.30 am St George, Church St
10.30 am Christ Church, Newmarket Road
10.30 am Priory Church, Inchbrook
10.30 am Quakers’ Meeting House, Chestnut Hill

For friendly advice on your curtain design
Wendy Masters 07980 240922 Phone/fax 01453 832415

Everyone welcome. Children’s activities included at all these services.

Nailsworth Festival 22nd April - 1st May

With the theme of One World, this year’s Festival will
have a real international flavour. The Festival will kick
off with an exciting Festival Saturday, which offers a
whole day of free
entertainment, craft
events and
children’s activities
including street
entertainers, street
theatre and bands, a
special Farmer’s
Market, sensational
Festival meals from
Nailsworth’s
famous eateries,
plus open day at the
Fire Station and
other attractions.

The Mothers Union is appealing for help to support

their work overseas by bringing donations of goods to a
Coffee Morning and Mid-day Munch in St George's Church
Parish Room on Saturday 25th March from 10.00am 1.00pm.
The Mothers Union has a programme of
assistance to families in need all over the
world as well as projects in this country. In
the early part of 2005 the Rev'd Jenny Annis
and husband David took a container filled
with clothes and other supplies to their link
Diocese of Bukavu in the Congo. Apart
from goods, help was provided in a number of other ways.
Jenny and David are aiming to take out another container full
in January 2007 so they are making collections now. Please
support them on 25th March. The items they would like are:
From 4.30pm King
For school age children : underwear, especially knickers
George V Playing
for girls: white shirts/blouses, black shoes, socks, blue or
Field will see the start of the popular
black trousers. Also white tee shirts.
Nailstock Concert - sponsored this year by Nailsworth
General: computers, carpentry tools -not electrical, sewing
News! There’ll be great music from local groups, food
machines, garden tools, sewing cottons, and embroidery
and fun for all the family. In the evening, for those of a
threads. 832551.
more traditional taste, there’ll be International Opera
favourites at Christ Church.
Nailsworth Society
Throughout the week the international theme will
dominate the range of cultural activities which include
Indian dance, classical music, story telling, talks,
poetry, film and pulsating music from Africa by the
Congolese band Kasai Masai. On Sunday there will be
a gospel concert at St George’s Church and the
Festival will conclude with a folk concert on Monday
Bank Holiday! Something for every taste.
Watch out for the leaflet available later this month, or
contact the Town Information Centre 839222.

The Nailsworth Society is behind a whole range of activities
every month. The Gardening Group is holding its Spring
Show on 20th March . Entry is open to members or nonmembers. Details from Kath Nielsen on 834046. See the
‘What’s On’ on p.20 for details of the activities of the Arts,
Crafts & Music Group, Local History Research Group, the
Rambling Group, the Luncheon Group, The Local Studies
Group and the Theatregoers.
To join the Society itself with all its different groups contact
Guy Williams on 834049. It’s only £5 a year!

Nailsworth Garden Machinery
Servicing & Repairs Undertaken
tel: 01453 834787 fax: 01453 836550 mob: 07966 149539

A comprehensive interior painting and decorating service, advising
on colour co-ordination, supplying carpets, curtains and accessories.

Suppliers of a large range of domestic and
commercial equipment
Visit our new showroom: Unit 25 Nailsworth Mill Industrial Estate,
Avening Road, Nailsworth GL6 OBS

From individual rooms to complete houses, concept to completion.
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Focus on Youth
Chris Raymond, Head of Nailsworth
Primary School, writes
How well do we know the children at our school? I like to
think that we know them very well. We have a very
caring, committed staff, who want the children to be
happy in every thing they do and enjoy learning. They
make sure that they have someone to play with at break
times. They reason with them and talk to them when they
are upset or angry. They take the time to get to know
them better in many ways:
• Our staff know which children work best together
and which work best on their own.
• Our staff adapt their teaching styles and plans to
suit all the learning styles (auditory, visual and
kinaesthetic) that may be contained within a class
of 30 children. This keeps the children motivated
and enthusiastic about their learning.
• Our staff track the academic progress of children
very carefully by marking work thoroughly and
making sure that they are on track with what they
should be achieving for their age. Children not on
track are boosted by extra sessions in small groups
or one to one with support staff.
• Our staff produce differentiated plans to cater for
all the abilities including the gifted and talented.
They work with at least three different ability
groups within the class making sure the children
are suitably stretched. Teaching assistants provide
extra support for other groups.
• Our staff input data regularly into a computer
system, called STARS, that tracks the progress of
the children from Reception to Year 6. This also
helps us monitor the progress they are making.
These are just a few of the qualities our staff possess, but
most importantly they LISTEN to the children and
because of this the children feel valued and an integral
part of the school and its development.
As a school we also listen to parents and Governors and
all other interested parties in the school. We now have the
staff required to open up our After School Care Club –
Jigsaur. This will open after Easter and will run for the
children of the school and help busy working parents.
During National Story Telling Week we were pleased to
have Malcolm Tarling from the Nailsworth Library read
stories to the children.
Every class is now performing an assembly to parents
during the term and I know that our Performance Drama
club have big plans for a summer production.
We have been enjoying playing football, netball, hockey
and rugby games this term against local schools and look
forward to going on our newly laid pitch this half term.
8
Things are continuing to move at quite a pace up here,
you only have to see the way it’s changing on the outside.

BARTON END STABLES
Abby Blackwell
Holiday activities All ages, special needs
Excellent Hacking off roads
Small and friendly
OPEN TUESDAY—SUNDAY
1 New Cottage, Barton End, Nailsworth GL6 0QF
Tel: Home 01453 834583 Stables: 01453 834915 Mobile 07770 858722

Guides & Brownies
The Rainbows will be making animal face masks,
holding a Mardi Gras evening and also making
pancakes. They’re also having a talk about the Dentist
and will need to bring their tooth brushes. The Guides
are holding a “Cap handy” evening - to learn a little bit
about living with a handicap! They will try painting
with their toes, making sandwiches blind-folded and
trying out an obstacle course in a wheel chair. The
guides are also holding a Craft Show at Christ Church
on 25th March at 1.30pm. Please come & support them.

New Martial Arts Classes - Tae Kwon Do
Master Michael McGavin is an International Gold
medallist in the Korean form of Karate and, with Mark
Jones, is now offering classes at Nailsworth Youth
Club every Saturday.
10.15 - 11.15 for 4 - 6 year olds
11.15 - 12.15 for 7 - 12 years olds
12.30 - 2.00 pm for over 12 years and adults.
During the week there are classes at the Pavilion on
KGV field for ‘Peewees’(4 - 6year olds), on Thursdays
from 5-6 pm and for over 12s from 6.15-7.30 pm. On
Mondays they’re running Kick-boxing for girls from
6-7.30pm.
For further details contact Michael on 07767810932

Minch Rugby team
Andy Dawson has posted a note on the web asking for
youngsters and oldies to play rugby for
Minchinhampton Rugby Club. Contact him on
tootall2ndrow@yahoo.co.uk

GREENSPACE 0797 437 2848
LANDSCAPE GROUNDWORK
WATERWORKS, EARTHWORKS, LAWNS,
TERRACES, WALLS, TREEPLANTING, ETC

Amberley Guide Trip to India
Painting and decorating in the summer holidays may not
seem exciting for a fifteen year old, however, Lily
Walker was delighted to be chosen to do it. Lily a pupil
at Stroud High school and a member of Amberley
Guides is going out to India this summer to represent
the SW England region for Guides. She was selected
along with 2 other Gloucestershire guides after a
rigorous weekend of activities and challenges last
November.
Lily is going to be working on a community project near
one of the Guide World Centres, Sangam which is in
Pune, east of Mumbai. She, along with other girl guides
will be painting and renovating a community project
associated with Sangam. “I am very excited about the
project” said Lily “It will be an amazing and life
changing experience. We won’t know exactly what we
are doing until we actually get there.”
After all their hard work the group of girls will do some
travelling around Northern India including the Golden
Triangle before coming home to enlighten and educate
their local guide groups and anyone who has helped
with fundraising about their experiences.
In order to complete the trip, Lily has to raise funds and
has amongst other things organised a Spring Fair to be
held in the Amberley Parish Rooms on Saturday 11th
March at 2 - 4.30 pm. It will be full of a variety of stalls
including local artists, plants, jewellery, tea and cakes.
If you would like a stall or are interested in helping in
any other way with fundraising then please contact Lily
on 01453 835798 or email
harriet@walkerland.freeserve.co.uk

State-of-the-art Leisure Club to open in
Nailsworth

FiveValleys Leisure is due to open at the beginning of
May and will mark the completion of the first phase of
building work at Forest Green Rovers FC’s new stadium.
This is far more than merely an add on to the football club
however, and is more of a fully functioning, stand alone,
leisure club that just happens to be situated within a football
ground.
As soon as members enter the facility they will have the
choice of heading up to our state-of-the-art fitness centre
and tanning salon, or down to our luxurious changing areas
and health suite.
A full mahogany finish to all lockers and benches will give
a mix of the best security available, with an upmarket feel,
to ensure a significant Wow! factor from the very second
you enter the club. The health suite is the only one of its
type in the surrounding area, and comes complete with a six
person Spa Pool, full Turkish Steam Room, and a quality
Pine Sauna. If relaxation is your aim, then you cannot fail
to achieve it here!
For something a little more demanding there is also the
spacious dance studio, which will host a wide range of
classes for people of all ages and abilities. Traditional
favourites such as ‘Legs, Bums and Tums’, will be run in
conjunction with the very latest classes such as Body
Combat and Ab Blast. Admission to all these classes will
be fully included within the monthly membership meaning
no additional, hidden costs.
The epicentre of the Leisure club will be the brand-new, 45
station gym, equipped by market leaders PRECOR.
Incorporating the very latest in fitness technology, each
treadmill, cross trainer and exercise bike will have their
Nailstock and the Festival
own personal headsets enabling the member to gain the
Organising Nailstock will be a great challenge - none of maximum pleasure from their leisure experience. Plasma
screens throughout the gym will ensure boredom is never
us has done it before! We thank Nailsworth News for
an issue, and a large free weight, resistance and combat
their sponsorship and we’re extremely grateful for the
area will mean you can achieve your personal exercise
help and support we’re receiving from other local
goals, from losing weight and toning up, to packing on lean
organisations and businesses. We hope ‘Nailstock 06’
will be a huge success for the whole community at the muscle. The latest software will allow our highly qualified,
Nailsworth Festival. We are looking for further funding. professional instructors to give each member
comprehensive performance evaluations whenever
If you can help please contact Chris
required, and constantly monitor members programmes,
Gregoryorganisers@nailstock.com.
retention and attendance rates.

CARPENTER AND CHARTERED BUILDER

•
•
•

EXTENSIONS & ALTERATIONS
PROJECT MANAGEMENT
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

01453 836451 OR 07966 431869
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Proprietor: Stephen Peart B.Sc. (Hons) Building.
M.C.I.O.B. Chartered Builder
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Sport in Nailsworth Sport in Nailsworth
Please contact Don Luke (832812) or David Cox (836119) for inclusion on this page.

Snooker and Pool
This month we are looking at the availability of snooker
and pool in the town in our clubs and pubs.
The Comrades Club has two full size snooker tables in a
room off the main bar. They’re well used and well
maintained thanks to the efforts of Philip Price who irons
the tables weekly. Lisa Gatley, the club steward, informs
me that the club welcomes new members who can play
for about £1 per game. While players are waiting for their
turn to play they can watch sport on the big screen. They
are not in a league at present. Annual membership fee is
£5. 832646.
Unusually, the Social Club in Brewery Lane has a full
sized snooker table in the middle of the bar. They are
mid-table in the Stroud League which is played on
Wednesday nights and they have an in-house knock out
competition. The table is maintained by the stewards,
Chris and Kate. The
Chairman, Rod
Chester, tells me that
it’s a friendly club that
welcomes new
members for an annual
subscription of £2.00/
Pete Kington at the Social Club
year. A game costs 20p
on a first come first served basis. Phone: 834633
Nailsworthsocialclub.co.uk
The Jovial Foresters has a lively pool set-up with teams
in both divisions of the Stroud Invitation Pool League.
The 1st team is currently lying third and the 2nd team is
top of division two. (Players have to be registered in
advance with the league). Anyone over 17 can go and
have a “friendly” game and Craig Daly, the landlord,
tells me that they are always looking for new players. The
table is closed on Quiz Night (Thursdays). 832254
The Barn has a pool table, too. 833295.
The Youth Club has a pool table for those who are too
young to play in our clubs and pubs.

Kick-boxing for
ladies
Senior classes are being held
at the Pavilion on KGV field
on Mondays from 6 - 7.30pm.
See p.8 for information for
Junior girls and for
information about Tae Kwon
Do for 4 - 6yr.olds and for
anyone over 12.
Jovial Forester Landlord and keen
Pool player, Craig Daly

Barmy Bevans again!

The Bevan family at Wallow
Green, Horsley have been training the race horse, Silver
Ghost, and were delighted when he came 2nd in his point
to point in January, only being beaten by a head; this was
only his 2nd attempt at pointing. The jockey, Julian
Pritchard, was impressed with his performance and has
high hopes of a win in the near future.
Along with the race-horses the Bevans are busy
getting seven team chasers fit for the coming season
which starts at the end of February.

Running & Rowing
Nailsworth’s two exceptional sportsmen continue to
delight us with their prowess. World champion Peter
Reed, who won the World Cup and then the world
championships last year, again took the world
championship this year with his partner, Andy Hodge in
Seville and smashed the record in the 500m sprint course
pairs. Olympic Marathon runner, Dan Robinson, has
joined the Stroud & District Athletic Club with his
brother, George. Dan’s next big event will be the
Commonwealth Games Marathon in Melbourne on
Sunday, 19th March.

Forest Green Rovers
As Gary Owers said, ‘the team showed what they could
do on a good day’ in their 5-1 victory over Scarborough
this month. We wish them more good days!

Nailsworth

NAILSWORTH Recreation Centre
Nailsworth Primary School, Nympsfield Road

Tel (01453) 836951
•
•
•
•
•

Get Fit, Stay Fit classes
Badminton and Table Tennis facilities
Function rooms available for hire
Soccer pitches and training areas available
Indoor 5 A-side and basketball facilities for hire

OPENING HOURS - Monday to Wednesday and Friday
6pm to 10 pm

Health Centre
Call in for our brochure or to arrange a free 15 minute
consultation with the practitioner of your choice
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Tel: 01453 836066
Smith House, George Street, Nailsworth, GL6 0AG

Julian Brown writes

Feedback & Letters
Chris Cambridge writes

How did this one slip through the net?!!
Well quite easily!
It’s a 12m high metal pole – yet to be
crowned with a 30cm satellite dish. It
doesn’t sound much on a piece of paper
pinned to a fence, but the reality of its
visual impact on Watledge is jarring.
In defence of those who have to make
difficult decisions, the
‘ideal’ location would have involved
felling two mature trees to get an
unobstructed view up the valley. Still,
unless the trees were rare or unusually
fine specimens, we could have borne the
loss of two trees and
replanted, retaining
the view of the
relatively unspoilt
charm of the cottages on the hillside.
It’s just another example of the small,
creeping insidious nature of
infrastructural interventions into our
environment in the name of progress/
safety which, when
viewed as a whole,
have as much impact as inappropriate
building development – flood lighting,
road signage, road markings, etc.
Where will this urbanisation end?
Well, it begins with a road sign warning
of traffic lights – on a pole, facing away
from the road, complete with its own
illumination,
protective kerbing and reflective bollard,
in front of which, another sign warning,
in words this time, of ‘new traffic signals
ahead’.
With minds focused elsewhere and faced
with more pressing assaults on the
aesthetic of the character of the
townscape, it’s understandable that
‘battle fatigue’ sets in, so before anyone
asks ‘well, what are you doing about it?’ – I have an angle
grinder!!

In the February NN you write: "the old Crown
Inn...looks very scruffy at the moment but one day
perhaps....." I emailed the owners, Crystal Fountain
Village, to complain about the tatty state of the historic
coaching inn. John Edwards, Sales & Marketing
Manager, replied that: "In relation to The Crown Inn
building itself, Care Village Group does not have any
immediate plans to commence work on the building
but is in discussion with the relevant authorities as to
how matters may be taken forward. I am sure that as
soon as it is in a position to do so Care Village Group
will make an announcement locally". I was wishing
that the old building might have become a working pub
again!

Kevin Newbould writes
Until two years ago, a friend and I staged an annual
comedy show at Avening Memorial Hall. We were
called the `Booze Brothers' and successfully staged
numerous shows over a 6-7 year period, raising a
considerable amount of money for worthy causes. The
other half of the Booze brothers has now moved away
and I am looking for volunteers (performers/backstage)
in order to stage a future production, on 21st/22nd of
April this year. Fri 3rd February.

Julian Robinson writes
Hi, I am trying to track down my old music teacher
from Highwood school. His name was John Blythe. I
am talking about 1968 to maybe 1972.The school does
not seem to have its own web site but maybe you can
help. I know he moved on to other schools in other
parts of the country, but I would love to get back in
contact. His wife Pamela taught me the viola and
started me on my career as a musician (now 30 years in
the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra). Any
help please? julian.robinson@blueyonder.co.uk

Bird Watchers Re-united
The article about the Bird Watchers in the 1950s from
David Saunders in the Feb. NN brought a good
response; we think that meal ‘to remember times long
past’ will soon take place. Not all of them are now
‘birdwatching in celestial pastures’.

POPPIES INTERIORS
Curtains, Blinds, Cushions, Bedding,
Loose-covers, etc.

“Clothes you’ll want to live in”
Whitestuff - Great Plains
French Connection - Crew
In Wear - Matinique - Nougat
George Street
Nailsworth
01453 832999

High Street
Malmesbury
01666 826820

Screens (made to order)
Selection of:-

Fabric & Trimming Swatches
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1st Floor, Days Mill, Fountain Street, Nailsworth, GL6 OBL

CAROL

Tel/Fax 01453 833633

STONES
ARDENING
Garden Maintenance and Soft Landscaping
*Hedges *Patios *Paving *Decking *Turfing *Fencing
No job too small

G

OLDEN

CAN’T COPE?

Stress Management/ Hypnosis
JANE HOBDELL CQSW
Free initial assessment/ 1 hour

For a free estimate contact: Chris Blackwell
on 07939 101520 or 01453 835032

Vine Tree Cottage, Newmarket Tel: 01453 833035

Alison Glossop writes — New Feature !

Canal to be open by 2008 !

This month we have featured Bruce Hall as a local hero,
but that does not tell all the story. Bruce is also a hero for
the whole of Stroud area. For the last thirty four years the
Cotswold Canals Trust has been working hard for the
restoration of the Stroudwater Navigation and the Thames
and Severn Canal, which ran to Lechlade. Bruce has been
Chairman of the Trust for 18 years. In 2001 he was
awarded the MBE for his work. The waterway is one of the
oldest in England, opened to Stroud in 1779 and through to
the Thames in 1789. The last coal boat to Stroud gas works
was in 1941.
The Heritage Lottery Fund and the South West Regional
Development Agency has made a grant of £17.9 millions
to restore the canal fully between Stonehouse and
Brimscombe. There has also been strong support from
Stroud District Council with a further grant from them of
£2.25 million together with funding from other partners,
towards the £24 million project, to be completed by 2008.
Not only will this provide a 10-mile trail along the canal
for all to use, but also there are already signs that the canal
side is proving to be a valuable and popular area for
developments of all kinds, but it will also generate jobs in
the area and attract visitors. The Cotswold Canal Trust,
with Bruce at the helm, has done much to raise funds for
the work already done, publicizing the project, and a lot of
hard work clearing and restoring. So we can be proud of
our local hero, working for the greater good of the whole
district.
Anybody interested in supporting the project can find
details of membership of the Cotswold Canal Trust by
phoning 01285 643440, email, mail@cotswoldcanals.com
or look at their website at www.cotswoldcanals.com

Nigglesworth
Seagulls being fed in Park Road. Please stop - they’ve
replaced most of the smaller birds and their songs with
their screeching and mess.

We complain elsewhere about the shortage of younger
people willing to take part in community enterprises but
it’s not all bad! We have been joined by a fine young
reporter from Downfield School VIth form. Alison
Glossop will be writing regularly for us. Here is her
first contribution.

Excuses, excuses…
We’re well into the new year
now, and the idea of a ‘fresh
new start’ has sort of been
forgotten. In January, we all
loved hitting the shops and
blowing our Christmas
money on a new wardrobe.
We all know that, even if we
do have to cut down on the
junk food, resolutions for a
healthy diet and plenty of
Alison Glossop
exercise really show the
benefits later in the year when we’re lounging around in
the sunshine in our bikinis.
February…the excuses start. ‘It’s way too cold to go
running tonight…I might catch that bug that’s going
around if I go to aerobics…’ Familiar? Instead, many
of us find ourselves slumped in front of the TV,
watching weight-loss programmes, cosmetic surgery
makeovers, or soaps which star the skinniest, prettiest
American women (e.g. Desperate Housewives). Are
they trying to hint at something? Is what they are
trying to say that no one should actually be sitting here
watching these depressingly happy stories of people
who turned their whole lifestyle around, and should in
fact be at the gym or cooking a fabulously healthy
dinner? Ah well, bring on the summer. Long, sunny
evenings sitting outside with friends, having fun (and
exercise!) at the outdoor pool, and barbecues without
guilt. I’ll go running another night.

A.E. SMITH & SON
Solicitors
A.E. Smith & Son, Solicitors is a thriving three-partner practice with
offices in Nailsworth and Stroud. We give clear, practical advice and
enjoy lasting relationships with many of our clients.
Our range of legal services includes Conveyancing, Wills, Probate,
Family, Employment, Education and Litigation.

General Building Contractors
Specialist in Stone & Listed Buildings
Traditional Hydraulic Lime Work
Tel 01285 760123 Mob: 07976 383969
Email nick.miles@btconnect.com

We look forward to being of service to new and existing clients.
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A.E. Smith & Son
Stokescroft, Cossack Square
NAILSWORTH, GL6 0DZ
Tel: 01453 832566
Free parking

A. E. Smith & Son
Frome House, London Road
STROUD, GL5 2AF
Tel: 01453 757444
Visit our website: www.aesmith.co.uk

Email: nailsworthenquiries@aesmith.co.uk www.aesmith.co.uk

Williams Kitchen - progress update

nailsworth osteopaths

The work at Williams Kitchen has slipped quite badly from
frog marsh mill
the schedule we shared with you in November. As this is
cranial osteopathy for all the family
being written a huge crane is lifting the pre-cast floor sections saturday and evening appointments
into place over the reworked ‘lego’ walls of the stream. The
philip james blackman registered osteopath
flooring sections have channels through which piping for
refrigeration, water, etc, will be fed before the floor is finally tel 01453 832919 mob 07973 380005
screeded. By the time you read this the oak uprights which
will support the new wall looking out onto Spring Hill should Old Market Planning Decision
be going into place.
On St Valentine’s Day the Development Control
Committee of Stroud District Council voted by a
Traffic Disruption
substantial majority to approve the application from
Yes, there has been some disruption to traffic and people have McCarthy and Stone to build a 3-storey, 32 unit,
been delayed but at least you could always see why – a lorry sheltered housing development on the site of the
was being very obviously unloaded or a crane was visibly
bungalows above Old Market. At the meeting the
doing its thing – and that has distinguished the project from
SDC Planning Officers changed their original
some others where traffic disruption seems to be one of the
recommendation to refuse the application - made on
objectives of the work! And, yes, they have chewed up the
the basis of inadequate recognition of the presence,
lawn of the little ‘park’ opposite the end of Old Market but
immediately adjacent to the site,
that will be fully reinstated.
of active badger setts - to a
recommendation to approve the
Business News Round-up application. This change
Problems with the work
Why did the work get so far behind
by Bill Affleck
resulted from the late
schedule? Concerns about the party
submission of a ‘mitigation
wall with the adjacent building society
plan’ for the badgers, which had
surfaced rather late in the proceedings
the endorsement of English Nature.
and set thing back a bit. Then there was the management of
the stream. While work was going on in the stream bed, water
was partially held back, only to be released during the night. Disappointment for Town Council
The amount of sediment which was then deposited and had to The result will be a disappointment to the Town
Council, who campaigned vigorously against the
be cleared out before work could restart the following
application, and to those who shared the Council’s
morning was much greater than expected causing delays in
view that it was the wrong development in the wrong
starting each morning. And it was, anyway, an ambitious
place for the future development of Nailsworth. There
schedule and one shouldn’t withhold admiration from the
will also be disappointment that the developers offers
people who have worked very hard, under sometimes
appalling conditions of cold and wet to get the thing done; nor of support for affordable housing and public transport
from William and his staff who have kept the shop open the
were not more appropriate. (Although much was
while – not, perhaps, quite ‘business as normal’ but a very
made of the associated provision for funding for
good approximation. Visitors to www.nailsworth.com will
affordable housing - ‘we will be able to house six
have been interested to see an old photograph in which not
homeless people’ - it is far from certain that any of it
only is the planned diagonal path anticipated but so are the
would be spent in Nailsworth. SDC seem to be
heaps of building material.
considering expenditure within a broad area including
Horsley, Woodchester, and Minchinhampton as well

WINTER WARMERS
Ladies & Gentlemen’s Thermal or Cotton
Vests & Long Johns,
His & Hers, Thermal HJ SOFT TOP Socks,
Hats, Gloves & Scarves.

WINTER SALE ENDS 28th February
50% off Selected ranges
See our Window & Pop-in

CLOCK TOWER CLOTHING
George Street, NAILSWORTH, Glos. GL6 0AG
01453 836835 Open: 9am-5pm Mon–Saturday
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as Nailsworth; the agreed contribution to public
transport will be three new bus shelters and some raised
pavement work).
There was, at the CDC Meeting, a reasonable discussion
at which most of the points the Town Council would
have wanted aired were raised. In the end the vote
reflected both some lack of interest in the badger
situation (‘we're elected to represent people not
badgers’) and reassurance resulting from the officers
changed recommendation; the perceived need for
sheltered housing near town centres with level access to
them; and the desirability of housing six homeless
people - somewhere.
It was Cllr Bruce who asked, before speaking in favour
of the application, the key question of whether there
were in fact any valid Planning Grounds for refusing the
application and was told by the Officers that there were
not.

~ LOOSE COVERS ~
~ CURTAINS ~ BLINDS ~
SOFT FURNISHINGS
For advice and estimate ring Jenny Powell
Wright Interiors ~ 01453 768899

Cuts to Carer’s Grant

Members of the Alzheimer Society are deeply disappointed
to hear that a majority of Glos. County Councillors have
voted to make £5.5 million cuts to Social Services. Part of
their re-configurations will mean that Carer’s Grant money
which at the moment goes to organisations such as
Crossroads, Dementia Care Trust and the Alzheimer
Society to organise respite in the home to support Carers,
will be cut by a third (£5,500).
Having a few hours each week to shop, have a hair cut, go
to the bank or catch up on some sleep, knowing that their
Other Business News
loved one is being expertly looked after, is a ‘life- line’ to
Bad news for the twenty five people who work at West many carers.
Hyde Enclosures on the Nailsworth Mills Estate. The The Alzheimer Society along with many other
company is insolvent and has gone into “creditors’
organisations, who help vulnerable people, will be faced
voluntary liquidation.” West Hyde, part of the AI Met
with cutting the hours we can provide and an ever growing
Com group, moved into Nailsworth from Inchbrook in waiting list. This is a sad blow to courageous people who
autumn 2004.
make a great contribution to society by caring for disabled
But good news for Ionex. Two years ago we reported
family members at home. Jo Smith (Chair) 834714.
on Mike Waite and Phil Tucker gaining an award from
Lost kitten
the Business Commitment to the Environment group for
Chris Bevan has lost her much loved 8month
their contribution to technology for cleaning up drinking
TM
old black kitten on Mon 13th Feb
water. Ionex’s IXT process for removing nitrate from
outside The Old Cottage,
water has now moved from the demonstration stage
Shortwood Green. Can you help?
with a first commercial sale to a major water company.
If so, please contact her on 07870
The Copper Kettle – the Vet? Not yet. The work which
143392
is going on in the building is general upgrading to allow
it to meet disabled access requirements and the like. The
Night Link
To Let sign is still there.
This flexible bus has been redesigned so that it now runs to
a fixed timetable on fixed routes from Stroud and without
Meningitis
any pre-booking. It’s a safe and easy way for anybody to
The Meningitis Trust is anxious to increase awareness get home from Stroud on a Friday or Saturday evening for a
about this terrible disease. Many people think it attacks fare of £2.50. It does a circuit from Merrywalks and back
only children or young people but people of all ages are via Woodchester, Nailsworth and Forest Green leaving at
1.30 am and 2.20 am. Use it or lose it!
at risk. For more information, contact 768000.
Extending a warm welcome to old
and new clients and their pets

LANSDOWN VETERINARY SURGEONS
THE VETERINARY CLINIC
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OLD MARKET PLACE, NAILSWORTH TEL: 834930
Full 24 hour emergency hospital facilities at
The Clockhouse Veterinary Hospital, Wallbridge, Stroud
(01453) 752555 http://www.lansdown-vets.co.uk

Local History — Ann Makemson
The History of some local shops

Frank Carpenter’s shop was in Fountain Street and is well remembered
because he very often had rabbits, fowls and pheasants hanging upsidedown outside. This was a bit of a novelty for us youngsters and something
that today’s children do not experience! Frank ran the shop with his wife
and they sold lovely fresh fish which were kept on ice on a marble slab in
the shop window. The window slid up so that you could see the fish and
Frank Carpenter’s shop
choose what you required before you entered the shop. I also remember
there was a variety of groceries for sale. Carpenters were there from 1951 until about 1975 and it was a little while
after this that William took over the shop and built it up to be the success it is today. (Notice the little footpath which
is being re-created as part of the redevelopment of William’s shop - and the absence of the trees.)
Edward Benjamin and Co. ran his Family Grocers business in Market Street in the building recently occupied by
the Video Shop. It was renowned for selling Gilbey’s Wines and Spirits, for tea and freshly roasted coffee, bacon and
cheese as well as being ‘Provision and Corn Merchants’. Edward lived and ran
Ringfield Farm in Tetbury Lane. I think the International Stores then occupied
the shop during the 1920’s followed by a branch of the Cainscross and Ebley Coop with a department next door for fresh meat.
Inside the Co-op were various counters where customers could collect their
shopping and get all the items written on a bill which was taken to a kiosk in the
centre of the shop. There, the bill was handed over and totalled up by the lady
cashier for payment. As a small child in those days I only ever saw the top of her
head unless she stood up to say ‘hello’ when they were not too busy! Later the
Butchery department was converted into flats and the Video Shop took over the
Benjamin’s Grocers shop
old Co-op, but now this is has closed. What will happen to it next I wonder?

Want to put something
in here ?
Is there anything you would
like to see on our local history
page? Or have you got
something interesting which
you would like to be
published? If you have, please
post it on the Nailsworth News
website or take it to the
Nailsworth Archive Office

Remarkable find on e bay !
Stuart & Pat Griffiths write
We spent Christmas 2005 with our
daughters and grandchildren in Surrey and
our son-in-law, Hugh. On Christmas Day he
brought in a parcel with a wooden handle
exposed, and a label ‘not to be used in the
garden’.
This turned out to be the original silverplated presentation spade that was given to
the Right Hon. Edward Horsman M.P. on
the occasion of his turning the first sod at
the Stonehouse and Nailsworth railway at
Nailsworth on the 22nd of February, 1864.
Thousands of people attended and there was
a day’s holiday with the shops all closed and
an official dinner for 120 gentlemen (no
doubt the shareholders) at the Subscription
Rooms.
Hugh, who has a love of Nailsworth, found
the spade on e-bay. The seller in Ohio, USA
said ‘This has got to be the most unique
antique I’ve picked up this year’.
He had acquired it at a small local antique
show in northern Ohio. Hugh was
determined that it should be returned to
Nailsworth and not left in the USA so he
bought it and had it shipped to himself. So,
we had an unexpected Christmas present!
Our November issue gave an account of the
cutting of that first sod and showed a picture
of it actually in use. 16

Stuart & Pat with the
“Nailsworth Railway Spade”

Nailsworth folk: - Peter & Beth Boxall
by Mike Brinkworth
Peter and Beth are a
remarkable and
energetic couple;
despite both having
retired, they continue to
lead extremely busy
lives, giving much of
their free time to
Peter and Beth Boxall
worthwhile causes.
Their work with
church, voluntary organisations and services has greatly
enriched other people’s lives both locally and in the wider
community.
They moved to Gloucestershire in 1973 when Peter started a
new job in Yate. The fact that they chose Nailsworth was
twofold; from the town there is comparatively easy access to
the motorways, and they had been put in contact with Hugh
and Freda Rose who befriended them and helped them settle
here. It was Hugh that welcomed them into Christ Church,
which has subsequently played such an important role in
their lives. From 1975-83 Peter was Church Secretary and
Beth is now a Church Elder.

Ruskin Mill
Centre for Cultural Development
Ruskin Mill is inspired by the work of William Morris, Rudolf Steiner and John Ruskin

Wed 22 Feb-Tues 7 March: Exhibition by Alison Seymour Williams & Roz
Arno-Button - ‘Captured Melodies’
Fri 10 March-Thurs 23 March: Exhibition by Greg Tricker
Based on the mysterious life of Kaspar Hauser
Sat 11 Mar 10-4 Day Workshop: Weavery: Mihalis Manousakis
Dyeing & Weaving £50+ materials TeL: 01453 837537 to book
Sat 19 March: Storytelling with Allison Cumberbirch and Kelvin Hall for
children (aged 4+) £4 adults/£3 child/ £10 family ticket
Fri 24 March:Talk by teacher/practitioner Sam Bloomfield -free
The Metamorphic Technique - a tool for personal development
Sat 25 March-Thurs 6 April: Exhibition by working women artists’
collective Green Cube - Vessels
Mon 27 March: Music from the Allegri String Quartet & Ross Daly,
£10/£8 “.. the shimmer and grace and intelligence of this ensemble is
riveting” The Independent on Sunday
Mon 3 April 8pm “Water, Earth & Sky - Canoeing a Continent”
Talk by Max Finkelstein about his travel across North America. Free.

GALLERY: Open 10–5 daily, except closed Thursday afternoons.
COFFEE SHOP: Organic lunch, tea, coffee and cake. Open: Mon - Sun
11am- 4pm Tel: 01453 837514. No lunch Sundays. Organic Trout available to order.
REGULAR EVENTS: Children’s Storytelling 837537: Community Art
Classes 833472: Plant dyeing with Marianne van der Tas 762862: Rag Rugs,
Felting, Indigo Dyeing with Margaret Docherty 833320: Soap making with
Jonathon Code 766931: Stonecarving with Greg Tricker 755352: Reflexology
with Sam Bloomfield 835825

Despite being made redundant and starting his own electrical
engineering company in 1984, Peter started his involvement PARKING AT RUSKIN MILL is now only for disabled and residents.
For events PLEASE USE HORSLEY MILL CAR PARK and walk through
with voluntary work as an Associate with the Probation
the valley. We no longer use Gigg Mill for parking.
Service assisting Probation Officers with their clients. He
Ruskin Mill, Centre for Cultural Development, Old Bristol Rd, Nailsworth, GL6 0LA
Tel: 01453 837537 See www.ruskin-mill.org.uk for full list of events. 3/06
later became a Samaritan, responding to calls for help from
people in crisis and giving them emotional support. This
work now includes additional commitment with the Prison
P PETER RUSHTON LANDSCAPES LTDR SH
Service, training prisoners to become Samaritans to fellow
TON
NAILSWORTH EST 1980ESTEST TD
inmates within the prison. Meanwhile, when the children
were small, Beth became a supply teacher at Nailsworth
PERSONAL SERVICE & INDIVIDUAL DESIGN
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL LANDSCAPING & DESIGN SERVICE
Primary School and this later became a permanent post.
* Specialists in Modern & Traditional Water Features
When he retired in 2000, Peter began work with
* Decking & Pergolas
* Driveways
Gloucestershire Business Link, passing on his expertise to
* Garden Lighting
* Competitive Prices
* Planting & Lawns
* Video Library
participants wishing to set up their own company. In the
* Low maintenance Gardens
* Free Estimates
same year he answered a general appeal from Terry Waite
Tel: 01453 832576 Mob: 0788 7841076
to join the trustees of Gloucestershire Emmaus; as a
Brentmoor House, Newmarket Rd, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DQ
trustee, Peter now assists in the running of Emmaus House
Visit our Display Ponds at: World of Water, Highfield Garden Centre,
and Workshops for the homeless and oversees further
Whitminster, Glos on the A38
expanding activities and promotions in the county. He is also
Vice President of Nailsworth Valley Probus. As a
committed supporter of Fairtrade, it is no surprise to find
that Beth now works two days a week at Just Traiding. She
works one day as a volunteer at Emmaus and a further day as
a voluntary classroom assistant in an Inner City Bristol
Due to open at the beginning of May, our brand new leisure
School. She is still occasionally called upon as a supply
Club will boast the best fitness facilities Nailsworth has ever seen.
teacher .
You can relax in our luxurious Spa pool, Sauna or Steam Room, add a bit of
colour in our modern tanning salon, or simply achieve your personal fitness
Peter and Beth never regretted their move to Nailsworth.
goals in our state of the art gym. We will also be running the very latest in
‘Having not wanted to move here initially, we immediately
exercise classes from the relaxing Power Stretch to the intense Body Combat.
settled in’, said Beth, ‘and we wouldn't want to be anywhere
We are also offering 100 lucky people the chance to make big savings on our
else. We both enjoy our work, and it keeps us involved in the
already low prices. You will have use of all our spectacular leisure facilities
or the amazing price of only £25 per month..
life of our community’.
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Strictly first come, first served so ring 01453 832268 now to ensure your place.

Mother’s Day Sunday 25th March
It’s a day for sons and daughters to make
that special effort to telephone, send a
card and generally let her know that she’s
appreciated. Why?

NAILSWORTH FAIRTRADE COMMITTEE

Coffee Morning
Saturday 11th March 10-12.30pm
Christchurch Rooms
Everyone Welcome!
Fairtrade Fortnight is 6-19 March

The cynics among you will say that it’s just
commercialisation - to make you spend your money - but there are worse things to spend it on!
Historically, in England, people were required to worship in the church where they were baptised on the 4th Sunday
in Lent and since many people were in service a long way from home, this might be the one day in the year when
they would see their mother - and bring her a present. Its origins in America are quite different; there, it was
suggested in 1872 by Julia Ward Howe, who wrote the ‘Battle Hymn of the Republic’ and put into action by Anna
Jarvis in 1908 who lived to see President Wilson, in 1914, declare it a national day when the flag must be flown on
all government buildings.
But you don’t have to fly a flag - Sue Clarke tells us that
Jacaranda (836714) has a wide selection of gifts for
Mothers Day. You can show your Mum how special she is
with one of their fabulous bouquets, or choose from a large
selection of flowering plants or spring bulbs in lovely
containers. They can deliver flowers locally, nationally, or
internationally on Saturday & Sunday.
For flowers or plants
you could also choose
from the range at The
Potting Shed (834261)
in Market Street or nip
Jacaranda
along to Wyevale
(833989). Here they have a huge range of gifts from primroses to orchids, from
glass and china to candles and bath oils.
Here, too, is Tubby’s Restaurant
(834624) which will be offering a full roast
Sunday lunch (two sittings, 12-1.30 and
1.30 to 3pm) with home-made desserts or,
later in the day, afternoon tea until 5pm.
And when it comes to taking your Mum
out for lunch, we all know that Nailsworth
is really hot. Most places are doing
something a little different for that day.
Jane at Wyevale
The Olive Tree (834802) in George St. is
opening specially with a new menu from 12 to 2.30pm. The nationally known
Mad Hatter’s (832615) will be making their restaurant extra pretty with
flowers, etc. and they’re doing a special, pre-booked, 3 course lunch at 1
o’clock. Old Stone, too, is opening specially, and will offer a special 3 course
lunch, with canapés, etc. for £21/head. They’ve only got 7 tables so be sure to
book here, too.
The Weighbridge (835520) is normally open on Sundays and does, in fact
offer a full menu every day all day from noon to 11pm (worth remembering for
Old Stone Restaurant
other days as well) but they’ll be decked out with flowers and offering a special
menu as well as their delicious 2-in-1 pies for Mums and their families. We specially like going there because not

Nailsworth Domestic
Appliance Repairs
Matthew ~ 833310

A great place to work…
Shops...offices...factory units

sometimes available
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A fast, local & reliable service
Most makes of washing machines, dishwashers,
fridge/freezers, tumble dryers & electric cookers

Nailsworth Art Group

Stella Knight’s Community Spot

are pleased to invite you to their exhibition

‘Home and Away’

Britannia Inn

in the Mortimer Room, Nailsworth Library
April 24-30th
Mon 12.30-5;Tues-Sat 10-5; Sun 10-4.30
raising funds for Shelter Box

Corry, Howard, Joanna & Adam at the
Weighbridge

only is everything
delicious and the
atmosphere warm and
welcoming but we can
also take our (very
well-behaved) dog.
At Tangy’s Place,
(839191) Gian Franco,
locally known as
‘John’, is doing a
special menu at

£15.95/head from 12 to
5pm although they’re not
usually open on a Sunday.
Egypt Mill (833449) has a
lovely atmosphere, too.
Here you can
treat Mum to
a delicious 3
course lunch
including
Coffee and
flowers for Mum at £19.95 Gian Franco (John) at Tangy’ place
per Adult £12.50 Children
under 14. Call them for a menu and further information
833449, reception@egyptmill.com or see their website,
www.egyptmill.com
If your Mum’s taste is for spicy food we’ve got two really
good Indian style restaurants-Passage to India (834063)
in Old Market and the Balti (839393) just next to
Somerfields.

Mothering Sunday at The
Britannia is one of the
busiest days of the
year. Nicky is the
Manager there and she
and 11 other people work
tirelessly all day. There is
no time, therefore, to take
their own mothers
out. Nicky usually treats
her mum on a later day by
Nicky at the Brit
spending the day with her
shopping with a stop for lunch, or cooking a tasty meal
at home. The two busiest days at The Britannia are
Mothering Sunday and the Goodwill Evening. Both
are full of people but whereas on Mothering Sunday
people tend to come for a meal on the Goodwill
Evening people mainly pop in for a drink and snack.
It is advisable to book early for Mothering Sunday
which this year falls on the 26th March. Both the
restaurant and bar areas will be set for meals and
people tend to come from far and wide including
Cheltenham and Cirencester! This year The Britannia
has a special menu at £14.95 for two courses and
£18.95 for three. To book please ring 832501.

But back to the cynics…..
Most Mums will love to get a card, some flowers or a small gift or to be taken out to lunch but you don’t have to do
it that way. In my experience a leisurely phone call, a companionable afternoon or evening doing something
together, even if it’s only watching an old film, is another way of ensuring that she knows you
care about her. Or make her a cake, or offer to help her sort out those old photos…. all mothers
are different. Traditionally, of course, it’s breakfast in bed that starts the day but even there it
depends upon the mother!

The essential thing is that if you do want to go out to lunch and
you want everything to go smoothly – it’s important to book!

Tree Felling, Re-shaping, Crown Reductions, Hedge Trimming, Pruning,
Stump Grinding, Jungle Clearance - Free Estimates - Fully Insured

01453 824728 - 07005 931219
e-mail: sales@jpuservices.co.uk
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What’s On - March
For free listing ring Maire Jarman 832933

Small Stuff
Garage wanted to rent. Newmarket Rd. or Park Rd.
835656.
For sale: 2-seater sofa & chair. G plan. Good
condition. Also 4 scatter cushions. 836941.
Double bed sofa. Floral fabric. Foam mattress opens
onto floor. Free to a good home! 836941.

Nailsworth Society Theatregoers. Now booking:
Malvern: Sat 22nd April matinee ‘Best of Friends’.
Cheltenham: Thurs 25th May matinee ‘Strangers on a
Train’.
Bristol: Wed 5th July evening ‘Don Giovanni’ Mozart.
Details on Library Notice Board.
1 Wed
1 Wed
2 Thurs
2 Thurs
2 Thurs
3 Fri
4 Sat
6 Mon
6 Mon
6 Mon

6 Mon
6 Mon
10 Fri
11 Sat
11 Sat
11 Sat
11 Sat
13 Mon
13 Mon
13 Mon
15 Wed

25 Sat

Table-top sale in aid of Forest Green Residents’ Association.
Outside the Library.
25 Sat Guides’ Craft Show. Christ Church. 1.30pm.
25 Sat Farmers’ Market 9-1pm Mortimer Gardens.
25 Sat Coffee Morning & Mid-day Munch for Mothers’ Union Funds.
St George’s Parish Rooms. 10am-1.30pm.
25 Sat The Magic of Mendelssohn. Holy Trinity Church, Stroud.
7.30pm £8/£6 for Medecin sans Frontiers.
25 Sat FGR v Dagenham & Redbridge.
26 Sun Mothering Sunday.
26 Sun Concert by Il Piccolo Coro. Mozart’s Sparrow Mass, Pergolesi’s
Magnificat & pieces by Purcell. St George’s Church 7pm. £7,
concs £5 on the door.
27 Mon ‘Roman Gloucestershire’, Russell Howes. Local Studies Group,
Nailsworth Society 7.30pm. Mortimer Room.
31 Fri WI Fashion Show at the Comrades Club. 7pm Tickets £4 ,
phone 833581.
1 APR Concert in aid of Mercy Ships at Trinity Church, Stroud.

Children’s Storytime for under 5’s, 2.00- 2.30 Library. 1st Wed,
term time only.
AGM followed by ‘In Tune with Nature’, Jane Edmonds. Flower
Society 7.00pm Town Hall.
Caroline Sheldrick, Herbalist. Luncheon Group, Nailsworth
Society. 11.30am Egypt Mill. Sign up by 28 Feb.
Hatha Yoga, weekly classes 5.45-7.15pm, Christ Church Rooms,
or one on one. Amanda 833550.
Learn to Jive on Thursdays at the Comrades Club. Beginners
7.30pm, Intermediate 9.00pm. No need to bring a partner. £4,
students £2.50. 01666 824285.
Country Market, every Friday, 9-10.45, Mortimer Room.
FGR v Kidderminster Harriers 3pm.
Start of Fairtrade Fortnight.
Beginners Bookbinding Workshop at Ruskin Mill. 10.00 - 4.00.
Anne Weare 01285 760328.
High/Low aerobics with body conditioning, Mondays 9.3010.30am & 7.15-8.15pm. Pilates on the Ball, Weds & Fridays,
9.30-10.30am.Christ Church Hall, £4 a session. Tina Gomer
753895.
Iyengar Yoga every Monday 11-12.30 Christ Church Rooms. Kevin
762838.
‘The Origins of the Nailsworth Silver Band’. Arts, Crafts & Music
Group, Nailsworth Society 7.30 Mortimer Room.
‘Downfall’ directed by Oliver Hirschbiegel. Nailsworth Film Club,
Primary School, 8pm. Further information from Tony Anhoury
860671.
Fair Trade Coffee Morning 10-12.30. Christchurch Rooms.
Concert by the Cotswold Male Voice Choir, organised by the
PTFA, at the Primary School. 6.30 for 7pm. Tickets £5 adults from
Graham Woods, Jewellers, or the School. Info 832382.
FGR v Southport 3pm.
Capriol Chamber Concert. 7.30pm. Woodchester Parish Church.
Mozart, Elgar, Trim, Burgon. £7/£6. Children free.
Coffee Morning, Nailsworth Day Centre, Concord Lounge. 10am.
‘Birthday Party’, Nailsworth WI. 7.30 St George’s Parish Rooms.
‘The Portable Antiquities Scheme: Recording Archeological
Artifacts’, Kurt Adams. Local History Research Group, Nailsworth
Society. 7.30 Mortimer Room.
Stroud & District Macular Disease Society 3rd Wed each month,
10-12, Christ Church Rooms.

3 APR
3 APR
6 APR

Nailsworth News Editorial Information
EDITOR: Joyce Affleck, 832619 or C/o And Clothes,
4, Market Street, Nailsworth or editor@nailsworthnews.co.uk
or joyce.affleck1@btinternet.com
DEPUTY EDITOR: David Cox 836119
or davidatnews@btinternet.com
PHOTOGRAPHS/Asst.Editor: ~ Martin Stone 833132.
DEADLINES for copy and advertising:15th of month
ADVERTS: Copy, payment and queries please to Ann Marshall
C/o Just Traiding, 7 Fountain St. Nailsworth or 833857.
N.B. Advertising space is limited to approx 50 per issue: payment in
advance, please. Nailsworth advertisers given priority.
Small 9.5 x 3.75 cm: £17 or £48 for 3;
Medium 9.5 x 6 cm: £29 or £80 for 3;
Large 9.5 x 14 cm: £56 (Editorial discretion: only if space).
Payment to Nailsworth News. Requests for front page £5 extra.

19 Sun ‘Journey to the Edge of the Cotswolds’; Cotswold warden led walk
to & from Coaley Peak via Woodchester Park & Nympsfield.
Packed lunch or Pub snack. Start from car park opposite the bus
station at 10am. 5.5hours, 8.5miles.
20 Mon Spring Show judged by Mr Ballard. Members & non-members
welcome to enter. Gardening Group, Nailsworth Society 7.30pm
Mortimer Room .
21 Tues Town Council Meeting. 7pm. Town Hall
21 Tues Royal British Legion meeting at 7.30, Nailsworth Social Club.
22 Wed Alzheimer Café 4th Wed each month 2-4pm Christ Church Rooms.
Phone 834714 for details.
23
Thurs

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION: £6/year ~J Rowbotham 833110.
DISTRIBUTION: organised by Bill Affleck. Please ring 832619.
PAPER MEETING: 7pm, 6th March at Barley Hill.

STOP LOOKING . . .

. . . . .LET WESTAFF FIND YOU THE RIGHT JOB

Rambling Group, Nailsworth Society. Meet outside Library. See
notice board for time & details.

KEEP IT LOCAL!

Blood Donor Session at The Barn, Forest Green Rovers. 1.303.15 & 5.00-7.15.
‘William Morris Textiles’, Dr Alan Ford. Arts, Crafts & Music
Group, Nailsworth Society 7.30 Mortimer Room.
‘Water Divining’, Mr K Dowsing. Luncheon Group, Nailsworth
Society. 11.30am Egypt Mill. Sign up by 4th.
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We have many opportunities in the local area for:
Office
Technical
Industrial
Marketing
Catering
Call: 01453 757951
Stroud House, Russell Street, Stroud GL5 3AN
email: stroud@westaff.co.uk 3/06/06)
Westaff is an employment business

