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All Change in Fountain Street!
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Reminder !

There will be no issue of the
By this time next year Fountain Street will be almost unrecognisable. Some of
the losses will include really well-established and well-loved businesses. This is Nailsworth News in July
not because of lack of support but, for the most part, it’s the result of retirement
after years of successful trading. Let’s hope that when the dust has cleared it will still be possible to get a watch
battery changed, a bicycle tyre replaced and buy a wide range of Fair Trade goods without having to go out of
Nailsworth. That we can, in fact, still ‘Keep it Local’.

Forest Green’s Village Hall
The Town Council is again using our services to find out what Nailsworth people want. In the
middle of this issue you will find information about the planned Village Hall for Forest Green.
Once again you have an opportunity to make your views heard. Fill it in, pull it out and send it
to the Town Hall or take it to the Information Centre.

Congratulations to Nailsworth’s Jonathan
Stead who ran the London Marathon - his first in 2hrs 53 mins.
Jonathan
Inspired by his father, who has multiple
sclerosis, he raised £2,000 for the MS Society. Well done!

Inside:

Feature Page — everything local about books and authors, with an
introduction by Sue Limb — page 22
Phyllis Gamble gets the Queen’s Birthday Telegram — page 6
Boys’ Club project gets a NYCE name — page 8
Alison Glossop reflects on Public Transport — page 8
Norman Kay, Deputy Major, on local Health Service cuts but also more
positive stuff — page 4
Bill Affleck pays tribute to the pioneers of Fair Trade on the closing of
shops— page 18

Maths and English
After-School Programmes
All parents want their children to realise their full potential.
At Kumon we can help your children to excel in maths and
English, and boost their confidence too.
With a centre near you it’s convenient too. Give your
children the opportunity they deserve. Call Kumon today.
——————————————————————————
Stroud Study Centre: Classes are held twice a week
at: Stratford Park Leisure Centre, Stratford Rd, Stroud.
For more information call
01453 764 631 kumon.co.uk
Every child can shine

A B TREE SERVICES

Community News

Reductions reshaping pruning thinning felling mulch
Shrub work hedge trimming planting stump removal

Does anybody care about our bus stop?
Margaret Marshall writes

ANDY BROWN

We have lost our bus stop from outside Forest Green
Rovers ground (coming up from Nailsworth). The bus now
goes across the road into Norton Wood.
I wrote to the bus station manager in April 2005 asking for
a meeting with him at Forest Green in order to show him
how far some people have to walk carrying their shopping.
It used to stop at the end of Barnfield, then it moved up the
road outside F.G.R, then it moved as far as it could before
turning the corner and now it is in Norton Wood. (A driver
told me it was ‘for health and safety’).
I asked him to investigate this so that we wouldn’t have to
go down the road of petitions etc. His reply was far from
satisfactory.
I wrote again at the beginning of April 2006 sending
photographs of where the stop had been and suggesting
where it would be handy for us. So far no reply. After being
told by two drivers that our stop is now officially across the
road I put a petition in our local shop on Saturday and today
(Monday) 60 names have filled the two pages I put in.
There is strong feeling about where our stop ought to be.
We have young families with prams and many elderly
people.
It is not only our stop that has moved, the one that used to
be near Burma Road has also been moved up the hill.
Neither of these two bus stops is near where the majority of
people want to alight.
834996. Forest Green Residents’ Association

01453 832216 07970 742727
FREE ESTIMATES

Friendship Support Groups. GAY-GLOS has been in
existence for over 15 years. It is managed by a team of
volunteers who undergo 120 hours of training before
they can pick up the Helpline Phone. They also have
two paid workers.

Rev. Stephen Earley writes

I am told that one of the first phrases I learnt as a small
boy, taught me by our milkman neighbour, was "Up the
Rovers!" although I must point out that as we lived just
outside Bristol at the time, the "Rovers" in question
were Bristol! I used to go and watch the games quite
regularly in the fifties and sixties when the Rovers were
battling to get out of the old third division along with
then rivals Aston Villa. We had a good team with Larry
Lloyd (sold to Liverpool) and Stuart Taylor at the heart
of the defence, always had good wingers and reasonable
forwards - Geoff Bradford, Alfie Biggs and later
Warboys/ Bannister - nicknamed "Smash and Grab". So
it was quite easy to follow my allegiance to Forest
Green Rovers when we moved to Nailsworth four years
ago. I read the match reports, but rarely go up to watch
them.
As I write the team is at the bottom of the Conference
League - it would be such a shame to be relegated as the
wonderful new stadium is nearing completion. But then
GayGlos
if I really want to support the team I ought to go and
Government figures suggest that about 6% of the
watch them. I suppose church going is a bit similar.
population is Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Transgender.
Many people have opinions about "church" but don't go
(LGTB). In rural areas it is often more difficult for them to to check out what it's all about for themselves. I guess
there might be more chance me being seen "up the
meet other people or ask for help because they fear the
reaction they will get. GAY-GLOS is the only organisation Rovers" than some people going to church, although,
after following once more through Easter what Jesus did
in the County which offers support services to the LGBT
for us, and why, I know where I will continue to be each
community.
week (even if I am the Vicar!?). I think I'll try to do
They have a Helpline Service Mon-Fri from 7:30-10pm
both!
(01452 306800), an e-mail support service (help@gayglos.org), face to face meetings and, most recently,

MARSHALL’S
SCHOOL OF MOTORING
ADI APPROVED INSTRUCTOR
PATIENT AND FRIENDLY TUITION
DOOD TO DOOR SERVICE
STUDENT DISCOUNTS
PASS PLUS AND THEORY PREPARATION
PLEASE CALL MARTIN -TEL: 01453 836515
MOBILE: 07971 824537
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Bruce Fenn, Fire Station Commander,
writes

HOLIDAY LETS

We would like to make the public aware of a safety issue
with regards to getting your head stuck between railings after
a night on the town. Please can you ensure you have some
means of calling for help, unlike a call we received at 05:30
one morning when the person had been stuck apparently
since 11:30 the night before!
We responded to a total of 268 calls last year and it has been
a pretty busy start with 14 calls already, practically one a
day. For those of you thinking that we are four months into
the New Year, you’re absolutely correct, but the Fire Service
year runs from the 1st April to the 31st March.
Ff Kilyon has competed the first phase of his training and is
due to complete his second phase in May before he becomes
operational.
If you are interested in becoming a retained Fire fighter then
pop down to the station for a chat on any Tues. evening
between 19:00 and 21:00.

Lanzarote:
Inexpensive secluded villa to let in Playa Blanca. Pool,
close to restaurants & beaches. From £325 per week.
Cornwall. Portscatho, Roseland Peninsula:
Cosy cottage to let. Overlooks sea, wonderful walks &
beaches. Available year round from £195 per week.

Tel: 07855 492472 or 01453 885223

LOCAL HERO Evie Clatworthy,
representing Spring and the
next generation of
Nailsworth folk,
with Paddy the Daddy and
Sarah.
(and thanks from all three to
all those people who sent
cards and good wishes)
Photograph by Martin Stone

Congratulations to ...

Nailsworth and the Web
Nailsworth.com
(Registered to ‘Ivan Ivan’, Flat 5, Springhill
House, Spring Hill, GL6 0LT).
The Editor mentioned this website in last month’s
NN. It is, indeed, well structured with links to various other
local sites. You can see what the weather’s doing, the
lottery results, some free classified ads, read an irreverent
commentary on the town itself with only a few spelling
mistakes and view some good local photographs.
Its most popular feature is the message board. This has
caused a certain amount of outrage because many of the
messages are unpleasant, ignorant and rude. It’s easy to
write negative comments, especially when it’s possible to
do so anonymously. The webmaster does appear to make an
effort to eliminate the nastier bits but there are only two
effective ways to deal with it - to ignore it, or to post some
positive replies. And to remember that as soon as you put
your head above the parapet you will get comment and
criticism both helpful and hurtful. There are always going
to be people skulking behind their anonymity waiting to
fire pot shots at you. There’s little point in trying to ‘ban’
them! It could be a useful safety valve.

The George at Newmarket has had a double triumph!
They are amongst the final 3 in Cotswold Life’s Food
& Drink Awards for the Best Country Pub. The final
winner will be known in June. At the same time
CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) has included them
in their Good Pub Food Guide - 1 of only 16 in the
whole county. Well done!
The Mothers’ Union who raised £309 to help with
their work. They were especially pleased by the
response to their request for help with their Congo
project for the people of Bukavu. Lots of things were
brought in ranging from gardening tools to girls’
knickers!
Trade Plas who have won an award in the Glassex
Conservatory Design Competition for the 3rd
successive year. Rob Williams, Sales Manager, was
presented with the Bronze award in the Innovative
Design category by Vanda Murray OBE, MD of
Ultraframe, who sponsored the competition.
The winning structure was built for a customer in West
Coast USA. Most of it was made in the factory in
Nailsworth and it was shipped over and installed by
Trade Plas’ own fitters, Ashley Roche and James
Tearle.
Extending a warm welcome to old
and new clients and their pets

Mediterranean Restaurant & Pizzeria
♦
♦
♦

Did you know our entire menu is available
to “Take Away”?
Have you got your copy of our new menu?
20% off your food bill with this voucher on
Thursday evenings throughout May.
For reservations please call us on : 01453 834802
We are opposite Somerfield

LANSDOWN VETERINARY SURGEONS
THE VETERINARY CLINIC
3

OLD MARKET PLACE, NAILSWORTH TEL: 834930
Full 24 hour emergency hospital facilities at
The Clockhouse Veterinary Hospital, Wallbridge, Stroud
(01453) 752555 http://www.lansdown-vets.co.uk

Terrascapes Ltd

Deputy Town Mayor Norman Kay
writes

Hard and Soft Landscaping
GILES GRAINGER HND

Cuts to our Health Services.
We read in our local papers and hear on TV that we are
faced with savings - cuts - to our health service. In a recent
statement one local NHS Trust revealed that it will cut
services by over £8 millions (over 10% of its budget) this
year. It will mean an end to inpatient beds at Weavers
Croft, Stroud, for older people with mental health
problems. We read also that Stroud Maternity Unit is
under threat. Perhaps also home based services to patients.
The National Health Service is cherished by all of us. Its
staff are committed and work hard for us. We are entitled
to ask how managers could have allowed a situation in
which they spent beyond their means in the hope that
somebody would eventually ‘bale them out’.

Tel: 01452 740533

Mob: 07866 515715

www.terrascapesltd.co.uk
for older residents, and may highlight some gaps in
services that are needed. We should also like to organise
a ‘fair’ in the later Summer at some indoor venue at
which these organisations can have stalls to advertise
themselves and explain to visitors how they can apply
for assistance. Watch this space!

Restoration of Gigg Mill

It is not acceptable that we should be expected to quietly
endure cuts or other changes to services without having a
voice. It is sad to note that the NHS is still a patronising
service where there is a veneer of participation but which
seems to have little effect on moulding services. We hear
of complaints by local people at the closure of beds at the
Battledown children’s ward in Cheltenham. This was done
after a process of ‘consultation’ that was seen as a process
of persuasion which concentrated on pushing the
arguments in favour of closure.

Congratulations to the Stroudwater Textile Trust for
their restoration of Gigg Mill in Nailsworth. It has a
collection of hand looms and a power loom. Many of
our town’s ancestors were employed in the woollen
industries locally and so it has a special meaning for us.
It will be open to the public from Saturday 20th May.
For further information and contact details see page 6.

‘Discover Nailsworth’ Day

What can we do? For a start, become individual members
of the two partnership NHS Trusts. It costs nothing and at
least allows some form of comment. They are the Glos.
Hospitals NHS Trust and the Glos. Partnership NHS Trust.
Telephone the PALS office at GRH to request an
application form. We shall also be discussing the matter at
Town Council to consider what we can do as your local
On 22nd March, members of the Town Information
Council.
Centre entertained colleagues from Malvern, Painswick,
Services for our retired and older people. Wotton, Farringdon and Bourton to a day of discovery
in and around Nailsworth, generously sponsored by
You will know that the Town Council has produced an
local companies which provided free transport, visits,
information leaflet about some of the services that are
refreshments and gifts. It should help to forge a useful
available. Now we want to follow this up by hosting a
link between the TICs. (photo taken after a very
gathering of the various organisations, voluntary and
delicious lunch laid on by Egypt Mill).
statutory, which offer such services in Nailsworth. We
hope that this will result in a better co-ordination of help

Shopping trips with Ebley Coaches
Friends can give you a sense of belonging and
widen your personal and social networks.
Our Groups will introduce you to people who have had similar
experiences.
Confidentiality is strictly maintained.
Groups are open to anyone aged 18 years and over
Supporting LGBP people, their families and friends
Helpline: Monday-Friday
7:30 - 10:00pm
01452 306800
e-mail: help@gay-glos.org
RURAL FRIENDSHIP SUPPORT GROUPS
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Gloucester Bus St., 10th June (Return 12.45)
Cirencester Mkt. Place, 13th May (Ret. 12.30)
Cheltenham High St., 27th May (Return 13.00)
Forest Green Club 9am: Bus station 9.10am. £4.50
return.
New for 2006 Shopping Trip to Bath
Bath Bus Station, 6th May (Return 14.35)
NB Departure time same as other trips.
This trip has to be pre booked and costs £7.50 return.

Deputy Editor David Cox writes
As I write the Festival has started, and the town is
thronged with people. The Town Meeting was held in
April and it was encouraging to see so many people,
young and old, reporting on the achievements of the 24
organizations represented there. A lot of this was
achieved with the help of the Town Council, on behalf
of our community. The trouble is not many of that
community were there to see it ! The meeting is better
than many in other areas, but more people should be
there to see what is being done. Perhaps it should be
part of the Festival, part of the celebration of our Town?
The true test of our community is going to be whether
we all support Forest Green’s brave attempts to put life
into their community with the new Centre, for they
really do need the help of everybody, from the bottom
of the valley to the top !

Twinning
At the end of April a considerable group of people from
Nailsworth will be going to our twin town, Lèves. Many
of these will be Choir members or Committee Members.
With no secondary school to draw on we still don’t get
many youngsters, with or without their families, to join
us.
With cheap flights and opportunities to visit almost
anywhere in the world this opportunity may not seem as
attractive as it has been in the past. Yet this organisation
offers something almost unique.
Sometimes we just want to relax on a beach, enjoy the
sun, visit museums and ancient sites but sometimes
there’s the feeling - what makes this culture so
different? How does it work? What better way is there
to get an insight into what makes other cultures tick than
to spend a week-end in a foreign family’s home, with a
certain welcome and the support of other people from
your own town? 833339.

STONE HEDGE
DRY STONE WALLING
Richard Payne
07977 090739
1 Beech Grove, North Woodchester, Stroud, Glos GL5 5NL
stone_hedge@hotmail.com

Chamber of Trade
Lesley Williams-Allen was elected the new President for
a two year period at the recent AGM. Her position on the
Town Council, and having recently stepped down as
Mayor, should be valuable to the Chamber, particularly
as the town is facing a number of issues of crucial
concern to traders, such as a revision of the town’s
parking arrangements, and it’s vital that traders views are
well represented in the decision making process.
In handing over the chain of office Peter Blackwell, who
had served as President for the last 4 years, welcomed the
new President and said that the Chamber itself was facing
an exciting period of change with the development of the
new web site on which all members would have their
own free page - this had already increased membership
and interest in the Chamber. Although constitutionally
required to stand down as president he said that he would
still remain active within the Chamber and support the
new President in any way that he could.
He reminded the meeting that the launch of the Web site
would take place at Egypt Mill at 7.00pm on Wednesday
May. An invitation would be going to all traders and
service providers in the town. Those interested in
attending should contact Membership Secretary Lynda
Platts, lynda@plattsonline.com or 835787.

Creating the kitchen of your dreams

. . . at truly affordable prices

The complete service from an established
family business. With an envied reputation
For quality and service at pleasing prices.
All approved by ‘The Kitchen Specialists’
Association’.

Cotswold Kitchens
01453 833910
HO & Design Studio: 2 Market St, Nailsworth, GL6 0BZ
Showroom: The Old Art Gallery, Market St, Nailsworth GL6 0BX
www.cotswoldkitchens.co.uk
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Traditional Acupuncture

Events

~ Ear Acupuncture ~ Facial Beauty Acupuncture ~
~ No-needle Acupuncture for Children ~

Unwanted Toys?

For effective relief from ~ arthiritis, headaches, menopause, pmt, anxiety,
depression, pain, skin conditions, tiredness, childhood illnesses & more
Susanne Malcolm MBAcC, Bath Rd Practice, N’worth opp Boy’s Club

Beaudesert Park and Westonbirt Schools are organising a
car boot sale in support of the charity ‘Home Start’. It’ll
~ Saturday clinic ~
~ 01453 833839 ~
be very child friendly - a bouncy castle, refreshments,
family entertainment, so bring along your unwanted toys
Phyllis Gamble,
and, of course, anything else you think might make
money. £10 to take part. Sunday 14th May, 10-1pm, Trull unbelievably 100
years old, holds her
Farm, off A433 between Tetbury and Cirencester.
Royal birthday
Stella Knight 832265 for details.
telegram, surrounded
‘Will there be Orchids?’
by some of the Caring
There should be, although things are a little late this year. Staff from Winslow
House. Phyllis came
Join a walk led by a Cotswold Warden to find out. Tues,
to Nailsworth from
9th May. Start from Amberley Inn at 10am. 2 hours, 4
Harrogate four years
miles.
ago to be near her late
And on the same day, but still possible, and perhaps
son, Peter. Several
appropriate if there weren’t any …..
members of her family, including some of her ten
grandchildren, celebrated with her.
‘Coping with Stress’, a talk by Jane Hobdell at
Mad Hatters, 7.30pm. Tickets £10, to include light supper Giggs Mill Opening and Mill Walk
& glass of wine, from White Buffalo or 833035.
On Sat. 20th May to celebrate the opening of the
Weaving shed at Gigg Mill you can join a Mill Walk
Emerald Tea-time Concert.
starting at Egypt Mill at 10.30 am and visiting the
Emerald Ensemble, Victor-Hugo Villena, bandoneon.
different mill sites until it reaches Gigg Mill at about
The bandoneon is an accordion-like instrument, said to be
noon. Free, but please book (766540).There is no parking
‘the very heart of tango’ and Victor-Hugo Villena, from
at Egypt Mill. Please use either the town car parks or the
Argentina, is one of its chief exponents. Christ Church
Cycle Trail park.
3pm £7 (£8 on the door) Sunday, 14th May.

Woodchester Mansion

Christian Aid Week 14th-19th May

This amazing gem of Victorian architecture will be open
Starts with a Service at All Saints, Shortwood on Sunday for 60 days in 2006. To keep it available to the public the
1st at 6pm. Throughout the rest of the week there will be a team needs more volunteers to help. Join this friendly
Christian Aid Shop in Christ Church Hall from 9-4pm.
group in the shop, the tea room or driving the bus.
861541.
Bob Pike & David de Sousa at

The George Inn
Newmarket
Nailsworth
833228

“NAILSWORTH’S
BEST KEPT SECRET”
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Luncheon 12 noon - 2 pm
Dinner 6.30 pm - 9 pm
Evening reservations essential
Most credit / debit cards accepted

ESS Employment is proud to announce that
Nailsworth local
Ross Bailey has been
awarded Employee
of the Month. The
picture shows Ross
with Jamie Robins,
Director. This is in
recognition of Ross’s
loyalty and
commitment to work
placements with local
businesses

Churches Together in Nailsworth
Main Sunday services
9.30 am St George, Church St
10.30 am Christ Church, Newmarket Road
10.30 am Priory Church, Inchbrook
10.30 am Quakers’ Meeting House, Chestnut Hill
Everyone welcome. Children’s activities included at all these services.

Edward Payne (1906-1991)
Jamie Robins, Director, with Ross Bailey

Nailsworth Society
As usual, the Nailsworth Society has a full programme.
In June, the Gardening Group is taking an expedition to
three gardens in Hereford - Shipley Gardens in the morning
and Hergest Croft and Westonbury Mill Water Garden after
lunch. This is open to everyone, member or not. 19th June,
9am from the bus station. You can take a picnic or get lunch
at one of the gardens. £16.50. 872132.
This month at the gardening group meeting on 15th May you
can learn all about Ponds and Pools from Duncan
Coombes.

Chamberlain’s
The Local History Research Group of Nailsworth Society is
particularly keen to see former employees at their meeting
on 8th May when John Chamberlain will talk on
‘Chamberlains & the Nailsworth Board Mills’. Do come
and join in and bring any artefacts you may have. There’ll
be a visual display, a slide-show and a film as well.
Nick Peters 834000 or Betty Young 837807.
Members & ex-employees £1, visitors £2. 7.30pm.
Mortimer Room.

Folk club
If you enjoyed the ‘Red Kite’ concert at the Nailsworth
Festival and want to join a flourishing Folk Music Group
contact Chris Newton on 834478.

Ballroom dance lessons (including Latin!)
Here’s an opportunity - learn to do that ballroom dancing
with Steve Holmes at the Comrades’ Club.Beginners:
Mondays 7-8pm; Intermediate from 8-9pm. £4 per person.

Edward Payne was one of Britain’s most notable
stained glass artists. Born in Birmingham, his family
moved to Amberley in 1909 where he grew up. He
studied with his father, also a stained glass artist, and at
the Royal College of Art and eventually returned to the
area to settle in Box in 1938 where he spent the rest of
his life.
His windows are to be found all over England but
especially in Gloucestershire.
To celebrate the centenary of his birth there will be two
local exhibitions and a
lecture about his work.
Ruskin Mill, where his
assistant and Successor
as Conservator of Glass
at Gloucester Cathedral,
Graham Dowding, still
works, will be showing
stained glass and related
materials, audio-visual
demonstrations and
church trails from 20th
May to 4th June from 105pm.
Payne’s pictorial art
Edward Payne in his studio
including portraits,
landscapes, war drawings, triptychs, and audio-visual
presentations of the life of an artist in a small Cotswold
Village will be on display at Box Village Hall from
29th May to 4th June, 10-5pm.
Caroline Swash, S.M.G.P., Head of Stained Glass at
Central St. Martin’s College of Art, London who is
Edward Payne’s daughter, and herself a considerable
stained glass artist, will be giving a lecture on his work
at Stroud Subscription Rooms on Sat. 3rd. June at
7.30pm. Tickets, £3, from the booking office.

Nailsworth Accountancy & Tax Centre
Town Hall, Old Bristol Road, Nailsworth
Mike Jefferies, MAAT - 836683 & Emma Mills - 835050
• ACCOUNTANTS TO THE SELF EMPLOYED,
COMPANY DIRECTORS & THE COMMUNITY
• TAX RETURNS & ACCOUNTS COMPLETED
• SMALL PRACTICE FOR SMALL CLIENTS = SMALL FEES
Our Service includes: Self Assessment Tax Returns; Accountancy,
Taxation & Bookkeeping Services; Accounts Tax Problems;
Free Accounts/ Tax Surgery; Business Accounts Preparation; VAT
Returns; PAYE / Wages Completion; Limited Company Formations;
Limited Company Accounts Completion & Tax Compliance. 9/05

A comprehensive interior painting and decorating service, advising
on colour co-ordination, supplying carpets, curtains and accessories.
From individual rooms to complete houses, concept to completion.
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PC SLEUTH

•
•
•
•

Laura Needham
Mobile hairdresser & beauty therapist

Workstation Maintenance
Electrical Safety Testing
PC Troubleshooting
I.T. Mentoring
07896 301524 (Dave Clark)
sleuth@antidata.co.uk

For appointments please contact

07780695482
Alison Glossop writes
Going places

Tracy Young, Youthleader, writes

The Youth club is flourishing. There are great plans for
the summer. The club will be open to the public on two
As I approach my 17th birthday, I’m wondering whether
days, probably with a barbecue and some other
to take up the offer of driving lessons from my parents.
entertainment.
I’d love to be able to see my friends whenever I want
Outings are planned to Weston-super-mare and to Alton
and not have to rely on other people to give me lifts all
Towers and there will be some enterprising walks. More
the time. But how many lessons am I going to need,
details next month.
how much is it going to cost me and is it really all
They still need tuck shop worker, Wednesdays, from 5.30worth it? A friend of mine has spent over £3,000 already
7pm and Fridays from 6.30-8.30pm, a paid position.
on lessons, a car, insurance, and repairs after he hit a curb.
833212.
So is a car really necessary?
Well, there’s always public transport. Or is there? The
other day I wanted to take a bus to see a friend, so I
rang up the ‘Traveline’ where a man cheerfully told
me it would take 1 hour and 10 minutes by bus to get
from Nailsworth to Dursley. He also warned me that it
was possible to miss my connection in Stroud as there
was a five-minute gap in between the bus from
Nailsworth arriving and the one to Dursley departing.
So this might take me a further hour before I reach my
destination! How convenient! I bumped into a stressed
friend in Stroud the other day – he was there after an
hour-long journey from his home in Cirencester. Then
there’s the cost – in the holidays I could easily spend £20
in two weeks on bus fares.

Boys’ Club/Subscription Rooms/NYCE

We now have a proper name for this project, ‘the
Nailsworth Youth Community Enterprise’ or NYCE. It
now has four Trustees, Michael Conroy, Darcy
Crownshaw, Keith Meredith and Andrew Wright.
Along with their committee members they are progressing
well financially with grants from the SDC of £5,000 and
from the Co-op of £1,000 as well as contributions from
private individuals and from a raffle which raised £600.
Short term rentals from the Ladies Badminton Club,
Ruskin Mill and the Acorn School also help with day-today expenses and keep the building in use. No long term
rental agreements have yet been made but there are at least
11 parties expressing real interest. Such lets would, of
course, have to fit in with the building’s charitable status
Please don’t think I’m lazy by not walking anywhere or and over-all objectives.
taking a bike. My parents dragged me and my brother
It’s a pity that there seems to be some conflict between
up to the Lake District in the Easter holidays – where a
them and their neighbours, the Village Inn and Brewery.
short walk up Scafell turned into a 10 hour hike over
Most people want to see this fine building restored to
scree slopes. I’m telling you – Spring Hill will be a
appropriate use and most people seem to want a good little
doddle after that.
pub in the middle of the town. Some are fearful of the
potential of pub users and possibly youth club users to
On reflection, being able to drive would give me more
freedom but I’ll have to pass my test first. So you might cause havoc in the town after closing times. These are
potential hazards but it is for all of us, but especially the
see me out on the road with my L-plates…
police, to solve that problem if and when it occurs.
Looking for work in a caring environment?
HFT South Cotswolds in Avening has Part Time & Relief
Support Worker contracts available for weekend work, which would
suit people who have existing commitments on weekdays.
Come & join our team, no experience is necessary as full
training & support will be given.

Interested? Call Emily on 01453 832201 or email
emily.gelder@hft.org.uk
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HFT is a national charity providing care and services
for adults with learning disabilities.
Applicants must be 18+, all posts subject to CRB & references.

Focus on Youth
Chris Raymond, Head of Nailsworth
Primary School writes

GREENSPACE 0797 437 2848
LANDSCAPE GROUNDWORK
WATERWORKS, EARTHWORKS, LAWNS,

Well that is my first year complete as a Head teacher. This
TERRACES, WALLS, TREEPLANTING, ETC
time last year I wrote my first column in Nailsworth News
and I finished by saying, and I quote:
supporting individual children.
…..what a supportive community this is and I really
2.
We have trained our Year 5 and 6 children to act
look forward to working in it.
as Peer Mediators. Their role is to help sort out
This was after I had attended the Annual Town Meeting.
squabbles and arguments between children in a
My opinion hasn’t changed and I have really enjoyed
diplomatic way by giving them strategies to
working here.
use. They also monitor the number of children
As a Deputy, I hadn’t realised just
who come into the building during breaktimes.
how many different directions you
3. We have ensured that three dinner
are pulled in as a Head. As I write I
supervisors are on duty at lunch time and when
am conscious that I should be
all the children are out we have five on the
checking over the building that is
playground.
going on outside, but then, I want
4. We have nearly completed building
to finish this report before I try to
projects around the playground that will split
see why the kitchen fitters aren’t in
Reward Day at Nailsworth Primary
the children up further. Thereby, those wanting
to modify our kitchen. There is an
School. Too much ice cream?
to play football have their own area, as do
No! It’s fake foam.
accessibility plan overdue but I
those wanting to sit quietly and play.
have to coordinate with the
5. Every Monday morning we have designated time
governors for that. And I am currently putting together an
to talk to the children about all kinds of social
argument to create another class at the school. However, I
issues. This is called ‘Circle Time’ and the class sit
have to talk with the LEA because they are talking about
in a circle to talk face to face with the teacher and
opening a Child Centre up here. Along with this, the
the rest of the class about things that concern them
opening of the After School Care Club has been delayed
in school.
because Ofsted departments don’t speak to each other and
I’ve got rugby photos from a parent to mount and put up Along with these strategies our staff act upon and deal
with any kind of misbehaviour that we deem
as a display. Woe is me!
Rubbish! This is what I love and that’s why I entered the inappropriate during the break times. If the incidents are
job. The buzz and excitement that all this and more offers more serious, and there haven’t been many so far, then
it’s time for grumpy, six-foot-five, nineteen stone, head
is a great challenge and I thrive on that. Bring it on!
teacher!!
If you don’t believe any of this then please
One thing that does concern me is a comment I heard from
a parent the other day. She said that the perception from come and see the school in action in the summer when
some parents in the town is that our playtimes are poorly we will be running an Open Day and inviting the whole
community to come and visit.
controlled and children are allowed to pick on other
children and tell them all sorts of unsavoury things. This is With the ‘Sunny’ Term about to commence, I am very
not the case. We have put into place a number of things to excited about what is coming up; School Production,
Arts Evening, Sports Dinner, Summer Fete, Maths Day,
make sure it doesn’t happen:
1. We have an extra member of staff on duty in both DT Day, Sports Days and much more. Oh and I nearly
the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 playground. This is forgot; the testing of ten/eleven year old children on
also complemented by other staff who are out there work that people my age used to do at ‘O’ Level!!

AN INVITATION
to the launch of the
Nailsworth & District Chamber of Trade website

www.nailsworthchamberoftrade.co.uk
7.00pm Egypt Mill, Stroud Road
Wednesday 17th May 2006
Drinks and finger buffet
Find out how you can have a free page on this web site
Admission by ticket from Secretary Linda Platts
Tel: 835787 or lynda@plattsonline.com
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Privately and independently run in an idyllic rural
setting. We are a small, friendly Nursery with a
strong emphasis on learning through play.
For further information ‘phone 01666 502830
The Old Stables Upton Grove Tetbury GL8 8LR

Don Luke writes
It shouldn’t happen to a chicken keeper!

Feedback & Letters
Mrs. E. Hope writes

I am one of what was a growing band of chicken keepers
who live in Nailsworth. Unfortunately, the threat of bird
Re the survey of Old Market. I agree it could be more
flu has put an end to many people’s ambition to eat
attractive than it is but I would be very sorry to see the
free parking stopped. I think Nailsworth is almost unique home-produced free-range eggs and even some of us
stalwarts are wondering whether it is all worthwhile.
regarding this. I am not a driver and don’t own a car but
Trying to get accurate information has been almost
as I am partially sighted my daughter takes me shopping
impossible so I took DEFRA’s advice and registered my
and I personally find it very convenient. Most of my
flock. (Registration has been made compulsory for flocks
shopping is done in this area. The Library is also
of 50+ birds but optional for smaller flocks.) The phone
conveniently there as well.
call with the world-weary civil servant who had the
The Mortimer gardens always look pleasant and all the
unenviable job of dealing with my registration was
shops are pleasant and friendly. I think the many
almost farcical. “Do you have hens, ostriches, reas,
advantages as it is far outweigh any unattractiveness
ducks, geese, peacocks, guinea-fowl, pheasants or
which I think occurs in any town.
partridges, sir?” “Hens only,” “How many?” “14” “14
thousand?” “No, just 14!” “How many hens have you
Brenda Cross rang to ask
imported or exported in the past 12 months?” “None!”
Did the Queen also get a 25p rise in her pension last
“Are you expecting to expand your flock?” “Yes.” “By
week? If so, she wonders what she might buy with it.
how many?” “I don’t know. One of my hens is sitting on
Suggestions, please!
15 eggs but usually some don’t hatch.” “Could you
please telephone us as soon as you know how many have
Tim Glazier writes
hatched,” “Certainly.”
I now have some guidance from DEFRA entitled
New residents in Newmarket?
Preparing for Avian Influenza – Separating flocks from
It is not known yet if they will be settling to raise
wild birds. Initially, I thought that the guidance was for
families, but three pairs of tufted duck, two pairs of
use when bird flu was confirmed in the locality but I was
mallard and a pair of delightful little ruddy duck have
wrong. The guidance is for every free range bird flock in
been spotted quite regularly on the wonderful newly
UK (Some are as large as 12,000 birds!) Page one says
restored Newmarket pond. Apparently we have
Slimbridge to thank for the ruddy duck which, as natural “If you are unable to house all your birds indoors, the
aim should be to minimise the chance of wild birds
residents of North America, escaped from there some
landing close to your birds.” How can you possibly keep
years ago and are now very much at home on English
ponds - particularly enjoying diving to eat the greenery on wild birds away from free range hens unless they are
housed indoors? They even suggest that water is kept
the bottom.
indoors. How do they intend to stop hens drinking from
puddles? They even suggest the use of scarecrows to
deter wild birds. No, I am not making this up! One
EMERALD Ensemble play with
wonders whether the authors of the guide have ever set
VICTOR VILLENA from Argentina, including
foot on a farm or smallholding, let alone owned hens. I
PIAZZOLLA’S Concerto for Bandoneon
fear that the outcome will be a return to battery and barn
Sun.13 May 3pm (Tea approx. 4pm)
reared hens with eggs being imported from all over
Europe which will be a great pity in terms of both egg
CHRIST CHURCH, NAILSWORTH
quality and increased food miles.
Tickets: £7/£8, Child Free, from Nonesuch Books,
Woods Jewellers or Telephone 0117 924 3159

“Clothes you’ll want to live in”
Whitestuff - Great Plains
French Connection - Crew
In Wear - Matinique - Nougat
George Street
Nailsworth
01453 832999

High Street
Malmesbury
01666 826820

10

Motor Cycle tribute to Donna Proctor

STONES
ARDENING
Garden Maintenance and Soft Landscaping
*Hedges *Patios *Paving *Decking *Turfing *Fencing
No job too small

G

OLDEN

For a free estimate contact: Chris Blackwell
on 07939 101520 or 01453 835032
William Cobbett’s classic 19th century travelogue
‘Rural Rides’. Historical reflection on poverty !
A pig in every cottage sty September 12 1826
“From Avening I came on through Nailsworth,
Woodchester and Rodborough to (Stroud). These
villages lie on the sides of a narrow and deep valley,
with a narrow stream of water running down the
middle of it, and this stream turns the wheels of a great
many mills and sets of machinery for the making of
woollen-cloth. The factories begin at Avening, and are
scattered all the way down the valley. There are steamengines as well as water powers. The work and the
trade is so flat that in, I should think, much more than a
hundred acres of ground, covered with rails or racks
for the drying of cloth, I do not think I have seen one
single acre where the racks had cloth upon them. The
workmen do not get half wages; great numbers are
thrown on the parish; but overseers and magistrates in
this part of England do not presume that they are to
leave anybody to starve to death… the Gloucestershire
people have no notion of dying with hunger; and it is
with great pleasure that I remark that I have seen no
woe-worn creature this day. The subsoil here is a
yellowish ugly stone. The houses are all built with
this; and it being ugly, the stone is made white by a
wash of some sort or other… the green and white
colours, and the form and great variety of the ground
and the water, altogether make this a very pretty ride.
Here are a series of spots, every one of which a lover
of landscapes would like to have painted. Even the
buildings of the factories are not ugly. The people
seem to have been constantly well off. A pig in almost
every cottage sty; that is the infallible mark of a happy
people. At present this valley suffers; and though cloth
will always be wanted, there will yet be much
suffering even here, while at Uly and other places they
say the suffering is very great indeed.”

A few of the 80-odd motorcyclists who followed the
coffin of Donna Proctor as it was carried in a sidecar
through Nailsworth on the way from Westerleigh to
Brimscombe

Nigglesworth
Spring Hill work- what a disaster! The whole of one side
of the road blocked to replace a pipe incorrectly laid in
the first place. During the work they scored : gas pipe
damaged-1: Sewer pipe broken –1: Electricity cut off-3.
And the traffic lights out of sync almost the whole time.
Local people have been VERY patient.
Parking
We get lots of complaints about parking and speeding.
Orchard Mead residents are fed up with people parking
on both sides of the road. To a certain extent, bad parking
may help to reduce speed but when it doesn’t the
combination is truly lethal. Children, older people, those
with push chairs, the disabled - and animals - are all at
great risk.

(Thanks to Chris Newton who sent this in)

A.E. SMITH & SON
Solicitors
A.E. Smith & Son, Solicitors is a thriving three-partner practice with
offices in Nailsworth and Stroud. We give clear, practical advice and
enjoy lasting relationships with many of our clients.
Our range of legal services includes Conveyancing, Wills, Probate,
Family, Employment, Education and Litigation.

General Building Contractors
Specialist in Stone & Listed Buildings
Traditional Hydraulic Lime Work
Tel 01285 760123 Mob: 07976 383969
Email nick_miles@btconnect.com

We look forward to being of service to new and existing clients.
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A.E. Smith & Son
Stokescroft, Cossack Square
NAILSWORTH, GL6 0DZ
Tel: 01453 832566
Free parking

A. E. Smith & Son
Frome House, London Road
STROUD, GL5 2AF
Tel: 01453 757444
Visit our website: www.aesmith.co.uk

Email: nailsworthenquiries@aesmith.co.uk www.aesmith.co.uk

FIVE VALLEYS LEISURE IS HERE!
NAILSWORTH'S PREMIER LEISURE COMPLEX IS OPENING ON 15TH MAY,
ENSURING YOU THE BEST VALUE FOR MONEY LEISURE PRODUCT IN THE STROUD
VALLEYS AND BEYOND. LOCATED WITHIN FOREST GREEN ROVERS
FC’S NEW STADIUM, WE CAN OFFER THE BEST FACILITIES AT PRICES
AFFORDABLE TO EVERY POCKET. WHATEVER YOUR FITNESS GOALS, WE CAN
CATER FOR YOU, FROM TONING UP FOR THE SUMMER TO SIMPLY RELAXING
AFTER A HARD DAY AT WORK.
OUR OPEN, SPACIOUS, STATE-OF-THE-ART GYM ALLOWS YOU TO IMPROVE
YOUR FITNESS IN STYLE, WITH THE LATEST EXERCISE AND AUDIO VISUAL
EQUIPMENT ENSURING NO WORKOUT IS EVER DULL! OUR HIGHLY
QUALIFIED AND FRIENDLY STAFF WILL ALWAYS BE ON HAND TO HELP AND
ADVISE WHEREVER REQUIRED, BACKED UP BY CUTTING EDGE SOFTWARE
MEANING OUR MEMBERS ARE A NAME, NOT A NUMBER!
IF RELAXATION IS YOUR GOAL, OUR LUXURIOUS HEALTH SUITE IS MADE
FOR YOU. WHY NOT TRY A DIP IN OUR BUBBLING SPA POOL AFTER
LEAVING OUR CLASSIC PINE SAUNA. OR HAVE A GO IN OUR TURKISH
STEAM ROOM FOLLOWED BY SUBMERGING YOURSELF UNDER A COLD
SHOWER? CHALLENGING BUT YOU WILL NEVER FEEL BETTER!
WE WILL ALSO BE OFFERING A WIDE RANGE OF CLASSES IN OUR FULLY
FITTED DANCE STUDIO, FROM THE DEMANDING CARDIOVASCULAR
WORKOUT OF SPIN CYCLING TO THE INVIGORATING POWER STRETCH AND
MANY MORE.
WITH SUMMER APPROACHING WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU GET A BIT OF EARLY
COLOUR IN OUR MODERN TANNING SALON, COMPRISING AN INSTANT, UV
FREE SPRAY TAN AND A HIGH POWERED, STAND UP SUN BED THAT ONLY
TAKES A FEW MINUTES.
FOR MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES AND FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE RING
OUR FITNESS TEAM ON 01453 832268

FIVE VALLEYS LEISURE - THE COMPLETE LEISURE EXPERIENCE UNDER
ONE ROOF.

“The Green Man” – Opening 1st June
Nailsworth newest Public House opening at Forest Green Rovers FC from 1st June!
With live bands, a big screen, good quality food, skittle alley and a wide range of
drinks, this really will be the place to be for Forest Green and Nailsworth. There
are lots of events booked so keep your eyes and ears peeled so you don’t miss out.
For further details and event information, please ring 01453 834860
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Sport in Nailsworth Sport in Nailsworth
Please contact Don Luke (832812) or David Cox (836119) for inclusion on this page.

Nailsworth
Commoners Cricket
th
Ladder Hill Climb Today (14 April) it really felt like spring which is just as

On 5th February I
happened upon the
famous Nailsworth
Ladder hill climb. The
Ladder is the original
track between Nailsworth
and the Common and was
A Singer climbs Nailsworth in the late
first used as a trials hill in
thirties while in the background Austen
1913 when a W. J. Brunel
May changes the diff on his MG
Magnette.
won a cigarette box for
being the only competitor
to reach the top riding his Douglas
motorcycle. As with most motor
sports the rules are totally beyond
the ken of the casual observer but, as
a sporting event, it is spectacular
viewing with cars of various
vintages climbing the 1 in 3 hill
from a standing start on a road
surface that would completely
destroy the average family saloon. Sparks fly from the
undersides of cars as they crash against boulders on the
track, yet among the purpose-built Dellows and kit cars
there were some conventional cars such as beetles,
Porsches and Ford Escorts.
If you really want to know who won the event, the club
has an excellent website (www.classictrials.co.uk) or for
more local information (www.strouddmc.org.uk). The
date for next year’s event has not been published but it
will probably be held
on a Sunday at the
beginning of
February. I will
certainly go along and
watch but somehow I
don’t think that I will
be entering my
Vauxhall Vectra!
A beetle about to take off!

well because by the time you receive this newspaper
Gloucestershire C.C will be playing their 3rd game of the
new season! Our Ashes heroes have been toiling away in
India in temperatures of 43ºC but no such extremes are
expected at the Commoners’ ground at Nympsfield
during 2006. The club welcome new players from the
ages of 13 to 62. They should contact Ron Birch
(750371) or garfieldvilla@waitrose.com Matches are
played on Sunday afternoons throughout the season. (The
first two are North Cerney on the 14th May and
Minchinhampton on the 28th.) There are midweek
matches in the evenings while the light holds
and the excellent Commoners Eights day is the
set for 13th August.

FGR
I had the pleasure of enjoying one of the best
matches I have ever seen at Lawnside when
FGR held the league leaders Accrington Stanley
to a one all draw on Friday 7th April. A win for
Accrington would have secured their
promotion, which made the result even more enjoyable.
The Easter results would have been great in normal
circumstances with two draws against top clubs but with
our team rooted to the bottom of the table only wins are
now acceptable. What is so puzzling about our team is
that they can play so well against good teams like
Accrington, Greys and Exeter and then play so badly
against mediocre opposition like Gravesend.
(Undoubtedly the worst game that I have seen!).
Will they be thrown another lifeline? Altrincham have
been penalised by 18 points but are appealing and
Crawley seem to be having financial problems Let’ s
hope we’ll be watching Conference Football at the new
stadium nest season!

Bridge
Could the person who left me a message about bridge
please try again? (It was a terrible line.)

Nailsworth
Health Centre
Call in for our brochure or to arrange a free 15 minute
consultation with the practitioner of your choice
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Tel: 01453 836066
Smith House, George Street, Nailsworth, GL6 0AG

Business News Round-up
by Bill Affleck
It’s all movement in Fountain Street at the moment.
Fair Traiding and Fair Oasis are to close. Rosemary
Liles opened Fair Trading with Alison Price in what is
now the Potting Shed in Market Street in 1993. They
moved to the Fountain Street shop in 1998 and in 2000
opened Fair Oasis as a clothes & accessories shop. Alison
had been selling from home and acting as a Fair Trade rep
since 1982. Kirsty Bishop is closely associated with Fair
Oasis. She undertook the decoration of the premises while
working towards her graphic design qualifications and the
current attractive window displays owe much to her eye
for design. A number of people have been involved with
the shops, difficult to mention all - and invidious to select
- but the contributions of Beth Boxall and Sue Nicholson
demand recognition. Sue has an additional major role as
Coordinator for the Fair Trade Town Group, making sure
our credentials as a Fair Trade Town are kept up.
When shops close it is always tempting to ask what went
wrong? In the case of these it’s fair to say that nothing
went wrong. They were never going to be serious
competitors for Tesco or John Lewis. They filled a market
niche, are very popular with the Nailsworth public and
paid their way. But, like almost all the retail trade, it
involves very hard work and there comes a time when
people feel enough is enough. When they first opened,
‘Fair Trade’ was almost a novel concept and they’ve kept
the idea firmly in focus for the people of Nailsworth even
though many other shops also offer Fair Trade products.
Geoff has sold up and will be putting the closed sign on
the Cycle Clinic on May 10th and vacating the premises in
July. He will be taking part in the middle leg of a Scouts’
Land’s End to John of Groats venture, taking a holiday(!)
and then he has some home building work in prospect.
The cycle clinic will be missed by the many who cycle in
and through Nailsworth and suffer the normal bicycle
problems of punctures, etc.
Fandango are planning to move across Fountain Street
into these premises later in the year. It’s a Grade II listed
building so adjusting the shop area to its new purpose will
take some time. Fandango hope to have both shops open
over Christmas and move out of their present shop in the
new year.
Also going - almost gone - is the Cotswold Care Shop
which hopes to reopen (somewhere? – but in Nailsworth)
in June. The expectation is that the whole of the building
which housed them and Fandango will then be sold as a
unit, with fully vacant possession.

All of those made jobless by the insolvency of West
Hyde Enclosures (NN March 2006) who wanted another
job have now found one locally.
In Dec. 2002 we introduced you to Pete Ayres of Lite
Welding and Fabrication. At the time he was putting the
finishing touches to a 120-mph ‘invalid trike’ for a
partially paralysed motorcyclist (both trike and owner are
still going strong and since then he’s done one for a onearmed motorcyclist). Pete is about to start work on the
chassis for a machine which he and engine and bodywork
partners hope to take to Bonneville Salt Flats and bring
back the world motorcycle speed record (for the class) to
Britain. They’re working around the design of the
streamlined Triumph 650cc Thunderbird twin which held
the record (at 215mph) from 1956 (see
www.nationalmotorcyclemuseum.co.uk/museum/exhibitdetail.php?id=76 ). The engine will be the same basic unit
- but there’ll be lots of new technology which they hope
will bring in those elusive miles per hour at 230+.
Just now Pete is putting the finishing touches to
something rather different. The Mayor’s reception on
May 8th will be the occasion on which the Chamberlain
Sports Trophy, which Pete has made, will be presented.
No picture at the moment - but watch out for one in next
month’s Nailsworth News.
Bruton Knowles are handling the sale, by informal
tender, of the Railway Hotel and the land around it: “The
site comprises three buildings divided into six dwellings,
occupying an area of 0.13 hectares (0.33 acres). Railway
Hotel occupies a prominent position in a picturesque
setting bordered by Nailsworth Stream to its Southern
boundary. It is a three-storey late classic villa style house
constructed in 1810, with stone elevations, that has been
divided into three-self contained flats. The property also
benefits from a cellar, attic and 4 garages. There are a
further three dwellings on site of more recent
construction. Parking for approximately six vehicles is
provided to the rear.” Tenders to be received by noon 19th
May.
One of the frustrations of business news is acquiring
information which cannot be published. There is a lot
going on in the town at the moment (Days Mill, the
Copper Kettle, Léves Corner Café, the old Video Shop,
Graham Wood…) but an infuriating amount is in the
‘better-not-say-anything-at-the-moment-because-thesolicitors-are-still-working-on-it’ category!
Stop press!
William’s Kitchen hosted a birthday party for 50 people
in the Bistro on Saturday 23rd April; guests had drinks in
the soon-to-be-reopened main shop! It is something to
look forward to!

Nailsworth Ironmongers
For all your household and gardening needs.
A few loose seed potatoes left - hurry before they’re
gone! Loose broad & runner beans, peas, onion
sets still available. Also fertilizers, compost makers and compost.
you

Gordon, Anne, and Daniel await you with a warm welcome
and look forward to seeing you soon.

24 Fountain St, Nailsworth Mon-Sat 9- 5.30 Tel: 01453 832083

5/06
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‘Opening – but not yet’

Closing

Closing

Sale being agreed

Closing

For Sale

Being
renovated

Closed for
relocation

‘Something to look forward to’
Closing in 2007’

CARPENTER AND CHARTERED BUILDER

•
•
•

EXTENSIONS & ALTERATIONS
PROJECT MANAGEMENT
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

01453 836451 OR 07966 431869
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Proprietor: Stephen Peart B.Sc. (Hons) Building.
M.C.I.O.B. Chartered Builder

Local History — Ann Makemson
Nailsworth Schools.
From the Nailsworth Archives.

A National Girls School was
established in Church Street in
1840 which accommodated one
hundred and fifty six girls and
infants. During the 1951 schools
reorganisation it became a
mixed junior school and by 1957
the Inchbrook School at
Windsoredge was also being
used as additional
accommodation. Many former
pupils will remember Miss
Humphrey, the Headmistress
here, who was very strict.
With further re-organisation in
1966 the School in Northfields
Road became the mixed Junior
School and the Infants
Nailsworth Primary School Class of 1960
department was in Church
Street. By 1973 the total attendance had reached three hundred and seventy six!
In 1828 an all-denominational day school had started in Nailsworth and in 1838
it was re-constituted as a British Boys School. It stood on the junction of
Northfields Road and Spring Hill and by 1885 one hundred and two boys
attended. Mr Wallace was a very popular Headmaster here and he encouraged
the boys to play sport and chess. After about 1955 the buildings were used as the
Secondary School.
In 1964 the new purpose-built Highwood Secondary Modern School opened at
the top of Forest Green leaving the School in Northfields road to be refurbished
and used as the Nailsworth C of E School. Many will remember Bruce Hall who
was a popular Headmaster here for many years.
In 1991 the government decided to close Highwood Secondary Modern School
which meant that unfortunately all the older children have had to catch buses
from Nailsworth to attend six different schools around the area.
After some adapting and updating of the school premises at Forest Green the C
of E Infant Department from Church Street and the Junior School from
Northfields Road moved in. Part of the site was also used for Stroud College
activities until 1999. Thankfully Nailsworth Junior School still flourishes here
today.

Our local sporting heritage
The Local History Research Group continues its
search for information for its future county display. In
the last issue the talk was of the game of skittles.
What happened to the Nailsworth Skittles League?
What is its history and where are its trophies? (I used
to play for the Aces based at Forest Green Sports and
Social Club about 30 years ago) Can anyone help us ?
Is there anyone still around who used to swim
competitively or play water polo at Johnsons/Lots
Millpond? Again we would like memories from
anyone on this. Please contact Nick Peters 834000 Local History Research Group or Don Luke 832812.

P PETER RUSHTON LANDSCAPES LTDR
NAILSWORTH EST 1980EEST TD
NAILSWORTH EST 1980

SH TON

PERSONAL SERVICE & INDIVIDUAL DESIGN
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL LANDSCAPING & DESIGN SERVICE
* Specialists in Modern & Traditional Water Features
* Decking & Pergolas
* Driveways
* Garden Lighting
* Competitive Prices
* Planting & Lawns
* Video Library
* Low maintenance Gardens
* Free Estimates

Tel: 01453 832576 Mob: 0788 7841076
Brentmoor House, Newmarket Rd, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DQ
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Visit our Display Ponds at: World of Water, Highfield Garden Centre,
Whitminster, Glos on the A38

Nailsworth folk: - Barry Wade
by Mike Brinkworth
Barry was brought up in
Bristol. At the age of 17 he
joined the Royal Air Force on a
short service commission
training as a pilot. With the
declaration of war in 1939 he
entered active service, flying
with a number of squadrons
throughout the conflict and
being awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross. In
1942 he crashed whilst on a
reconnaissance mission over
North Africa and was captured
Barry Wade
by the Italians. He escaped
from his prison camp in Northern Italy; he evaded capture
for four months helped by local country people,
eventually reaching friendly territory. After refresher
training he continued flying until the end of the war. He
met and married his wife Jane in Germany where they
were both serving RAF Officers.
He left the RAF in 1976 as Wing Commander. He then
trained as a schoolmaster and retired ten years later as
Deputy Head of a large Primary School – and it was at
this time that Barry and Jane came to live in Nailsworth.
For several years, Barry worked part-time for the British
Red Cross Society and collected Poppy Day Funds from
around the country. ‘It was my way of repaying some of
the life-saving care received from them during my spell in
Prison Camp’, he added. After only a few months in
Nailsworth, he was co-opted as a Town Councillor. He
became Deputy Mayor in 1989 and served as Town Mayor
1990-1 when the Council was fighting a long and hard
battle to keep secondary education at Highwood – alas to
no avail! As a result of his continuing interest in the
protection and improvement of the local environment he
became a member of Nailsworth Civic Society.
With a son disabled by multiple sclerosis, Barry has
devoted much of his time in support of disabled charities,
particularly the MS Society. He was a member of Stroud
MS Society until it closed, and has done part-time teaching
with disabled children at St. Rose’s School, Stroud. He and
wife, Jane, were, for a number of years, helpers at Stuart
House Centre for the Disabled at Minchinhampton. He
currently helps with the sorting and distribution of the
Nailsworth News and gives his active support to many
local charities. He is a keen potter and attends a City &
Guilds Course in Ceramic Design.
Barry’s enthusiasm for Nailsworth has never diminished.
First attracted by the town and its hilly surroundings, he
can frequently be seen exploring its labyrinth of country
footpaths. ‘Jane and I have never regretted for one moment
settling in Nailsworth – and we hope to enjoy many more
years here’, he said. We hope so too!
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Ruskin Mill
Centre for Cultural Development
Ruskin Mill is inspired by the work of William Morris, Rudolf Steiner and
John Ruskin
Fri 5 May 8pm: ‘Earthwards’ Jehanne & Rob Mehta with Will Mercer.
Songs and music with a Celtic flavour. £6/£4
Weds 10 May: Nailsworth Festival Exhibition closes 5pm
Sun 14 May 7pm: John Ruskin and the Art of the Venetian Islands Talk
by Barbara Gordon Foster. Free
Fri 19 May 8pm: ‘Salaam’ Inspired by lives & stories of young Muslims,
Fairgame with Khayaal Theatre produce a unique blend of fast moving
physical theatre. At The Space, Stroud . £5/£4
Sat 20 May– Tues 6 June Edward Payne Centenary Exhibition Staged
jointly at Ruskin Mill & Box Village Hall. Stained Glass,
Paintings, Drawings and Prints

GALLERY: Open 10-5 daily, except Thursday
afternoons.
COFFEE SHOP: Organic lunch, tea, coffee and
cake. Open: Mon-Sun 11-4pm Tel 01453 837514 No
lunch Sundays Organic Trout available to order.
REGULAR EVENTS: Children’s Storytelling 837537: Community Art
Classes 833472: Plant dyeing with Marianne van der Tas 762862: Rag
Rugs, Felting, Indigo Dyeing with Margaret Docherty 833320: Soap
Making with Jonathon Code 766931: Stone Carving with Greg Tricker
755352: Reflexology with Sam Bloomfield 835825
PARKING AT RUSKIN MILL is now for disabled and residents only.
For events PLEASE USE HORSLEY MILL CAR PARK and walk
through the valley. We no longer use Gigg Mill for parking.
Ruskin Mill, Centre for Cultural Development, Old Bristol Road,
Nailsworth, GL6 0LA
Tel 01453 837537
see www.Ruskin-mill.org.uk for full list of events 5/06

Views in ‘Nailsworth News’ are not necessarily those of the Paper Team. We
reserve the right to edit or omit material. No liability is accepted for loss or
damage arising from any omissions of copy or advertising. Nailsworth News is
published and distributed entirely by volunteers. Printing and paper are financed
by advertising.
More volunteers are always welcome.
If you would like to join the Team, please contact the Editor: 832619.

In trodu cing Pau l W ood

Experienced and Skilled Carpenter
All Carpentry and Building Services offered
Reliab le, h igh qu ality, carefu l and hon est
Tel. 01453 751069 or 07919 206043

Rose Hill School
A refreshing education in a traditional environment

·
·
·
·
·

Co-educational Prep School 2.5-13.5
Exceptional pastoral care
Academic excellence
Scholarships & financial assistance
Outstanding nursery facilities

Rose Hill School, Alderley, Wotton-under-edge,
Gloucestershire, GL12 7QT Tel: 01453843196

www.rosehillschool.com

We have used books as a theme before but things have changed a lot in Nailsworth and we are looking at the topic
from a different angle.
We here were all sad when Rhona Fox finally closed the doors of her bookshop because, inevitably, those people
who join an editorial team have a love affair with books. Like a phoenix, Nonsuch Books has risen to the rescue.
Lots of people in Nailsworth write and some are published authors; we’ve tried to say something about all those we
know of but if you know of anyone we’ve missed out, please let us know. We are very pleased that Sue Limb, our
most prestigious local author has written a piece for us.

Novels

Sue Limb writes

Other contemporary local writers include Anya
Liengaard who produced ‘The Adventures of a Child
When people find out that I am a comedy writer, they
usually imagine that my working life is a barrel of laughs. But in Search of the Truth’ and Clive Singleton whose
lovely new children’s book ‘The City through the
comedy writers are not fun-loving. Comedy is a response to
Cloud’ is loosely inspired by the account of the
awful things: embarrassment, anxiety, guilt and so on. And
conflict between Athens and Sparta in classical
like all writers we suffer from writer’s block. If you’re
literature. Available from www.lulu.com
cleaning the skirting boards with a toothbrush, it’s because
you haven’t the faintest idea how to start your next book. You About the Town
can’t think of a story: you can’t think of any characters. You
Nailsworth has attracted its share of good local
can’t even think of names for characters. Sometimes I haunt
writers, several of them writing about the town itself.
churchyards now to save time later: looking at tombstones just
The two most prominent people here are Betty Mills
to get an idea for a name.
and Howard Beard.
Strolling round Nailsworth helps. One can’t help
Betty’s ‘A Portrait of Nailsworth’ is a gem. Not
eavesdropping. I wonder sometimes if any great works of
literature were also inspired by chance remarks overheard in
the street. “I sometimes think George has gender
issues.” (That would be The Famous Five.) “I’m going to go
on a diet, starting tomorrow.” (Bridget Jones.) “Do you have
N
any organic oatmeal?” (Oliver Twist.) So if you notice a grim,
tortured-looking individual hanging about within earshot,
don’t worry. You’re not about to be mugged. It’s just a writer
Sue has had published more than 20 novels, many for teenage girls as
well as picture books for children. She’s written for radio and TV and
written a biography of Captain Oates. Most well-known, perhaps, for her
Dulcie Domum column which appeared regularly in the Guardian
between 1990 and 2001. Her most recent book, ‘Girl, going on 17: Pants
on Fire’ is now out in hardback and paperback.
suelimb.co.uk

Line drawing from Betty Mills’s ‘Portrait of Nailsworth’

many will have seen her slimmer volume ‘In Defence
of Nailsworth’ which contains some entertaining
poems. Howard’s work is mainly based on his vast
Art Books
collection of postcards and photographs, some of
‘Catacombs’ by Greg Tricker and Johannes Steuck has some which he has generously lent to this paper from time
beautiful pictures. Kit Williams in Horsley produced the
to time. Look for ‘Nailsworth in Retrospect’, ‘The
memorable ‘Masquerade’, mainly for children
Nailsworth Valley’ and ‘Around Nailsworth’.
Stella Knight, part of our
Sue Reed’s ‘Travelling
editorial team, has a number of
along the Trail’ is an
beautiful needlework books to
account of people who
her name including 'Wildlife in
have arrived in
Needlepoint', Exotic Textiles
Nailsworth from
in Needlepoint’ and Exotic
elsewhere.
Fruits & Flowers in
And we should soon see
Needlepoint’ and several
a book on the history of
others.
Spectacle case design from Stella’s ‘Exotic Textiles’
FGR.

Nailsworth Domestic
Appliance Repairs
Matthew ~ 833310

A great place to work…
Shops...offices...factory units

sometimes available
To register your interest, please call 832754
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A fast, local & reliable service
Most makes of washing machines, dishwashers,
fridge/freezers, tumble dryers & electric cookers

Book shops

Photo from Howard
Beard’s ‘Nailsworth in
Retrospect

Besides Nonsuch we have two other
bookshops in the town - Keogh’s
Books is a beautiful little
secondhand bookshop in Market
Street and Alan and Kate Tilley sell
old and difficult to find non - fiction
and fiction as Recycling Books on
the internet. Their stock may be seen
in their shop in Jubilee Road by
prior appointment. 832 275 or email
recyclingbooks@members.v21.co.uk

Both of these are full of delights.
Then there are the various charity
shops, several of which have books. Emmaus is usually
exceptionally well-stocked.

Stella Knight’s Community Spot
Nonsuch Books in Market Street, Nailsworth opened last
September and has quickly become an established
business in the town. It is owned by Tempus Publishing,
based in Brimscombe, who specialise in the printing of
history books and literary classics. Nonsuch Books is
their first bookshop and as well as stocking a lot of their
own books it also has a vast range of others. This range
includes children’s books, fiction, cookery, gardening,
sport, biography and many audio books for those who
struggle with their sight – in fact everything that the big
chains of bookshops have. Not only that, Nonsuch can
order a book if they haven’t got it in stock to arrive the
next day.

Music in the form of classical, opera and jazz can also be
found in Nonsuch Books. They don’t stock pop but
Don’t forget the library, too. There are still books here
anything can be ordered. Another unique find is their
as well as the DVDs, videos and computers! Our friends vast range of historical greetings cards. These are local
have had some good experiences recently, with a swift
scenes – also including Stroud and Minchinhampton –
service on books they have requested.
printed in sepia, and in many cases shows how little the
Poetry
area has changed over the years.
We all know about W. H. Davies and his poem
Sarah Rider is the manager of the shop aided by Lucy
‘Leisure’ and in the past we’ve mentioned Sydney
Carter and Margaret Jones. Between them, and by
Thomas Dobell of Barton End (1824-74) and
talking to their customers, they have encouraged book
Margaret McKane, whose little book of poems we
clubs to start up. There are now between 5 – 10 groups
wrote about in the last issue.
and Sarah offers a 10% discount to each club.
It is worth popping in to the shop as there are promotions
Reading Groups
We have tried to find out more about the many Reading on all sorts of things, which change all the time!
Groups mentioned above. Bill and I belong to one,
established in Nov.’97. 14 of us (11f, 3m) meet once a
Past References
month in the afternoon and discuss our book over tea
and cake. We’re now near our 90th book ranging from Chris Newton sent us a lovely excerpt from William
Cobbett’s ‘Rural Rides’ which we have printed on page
Wuthering Heights to Harry Potter and from Cold
15.
Mountain to Antonia Fraser’s ‘Cromwell’.
Another group tells me, I quote Veronica Luke, ‘Ours
is a small book group which started about 2 years ago, Nicholas Pevsner’s volume on Gloucestershire (2000) has
8 pages on Nailsworth. Most of it is pretty factual but its
with 8 ladies. We’ve read a variety of books, some of
initial description is not very complimentary
which we would probably not have chosen without
recommendation from a member. We meet in each
‘The town centre, with its clock tower of 1952, is not
other’s houses over a convivial glass of wine and
particularly attractive, especially since 1964-5, when a
nibbles. Very civilised; and a luxury to be able to take
bleak new road, Old Market’ was cut through the site of
time out to discuss a book that stimulates differing
the former cattle market. The overcrowded main road
views. Books read have included The Lovely Bones,
from Bath (an innovation of 1780) descends a very steep
Saturday, Cold Comfort Farm, Constant Gardener,
hill with only a narrow pavement between it and the
Reading Lolita in Tehran etc etc. We know there’s one church and shops. On either side, however, are the steep
called ‘Prose & Puds’, which sounds nicely decadent
and narrow streets of the old wool town, and a number of
but we haven’t been able to contact them. It would be
unspoiled corners remain.’
good to hear from some others.

The Library

Tree Felling, Re-shaping, Crown Reductions, Hedge Trimming, Pruning,
Stump Grinding, Jungle Clearance - Free Estimates - Fully Insured

01453 824728 - 07005 931219
e-mail: sales@jpuservices.co.uk

19

~ LOOSE COVERS ~
~ CURTAINS ~ BLINDS ~
SOFT FURNISHINGS
For advice and estimate ring Jenny Powell
Wright Interiors ~ 01453 768899

Small Stuff

What’s On - May
For free listing ring Maire Jarman 832933

Walking stick left at Mothers’ Union Meeting. 832551.

Nailsworth Theatregoers Now booking
Wednesday 5 July Evening Bristol: “Don Giovanni” Mozart
Wednesday 28 June Matinee Malvern “Seven Brides for Seven
Brothers”
Saturday 12 August Matinee Malvern “The Magic of the Dance”
Details on Library Notice Board.
5 Fri
5 Fri
6 Sat
7 Sun
8 Mon

Part-time staff vacancy at Bruton’s Kitchen Shop and
Iron mongers. 832826 (Daytime).

Country Market, every Friday, 9-10.45, Mortimer Room.
Robbie Williams Tribute with hot fork buffet at the Lawn. £20.
Karaoke Competition at the Lawn. £500 Prize money. 834860.
End of Season Party. Farewell to the Lawn. 834860.
High/Low aerobics with body conditioning, Mondays 9.30-10.30am &
7.15-8.15pm. Pilates on the Ball, Weds & Fridays, 9.30-10.30am.Christ
Church Hall, £4 a session. Tina Gomer 753895.
8 Mon Iyengar Yoga every Monday 11-12.30 Beginners welcome. Christ
Church Rooms. Kevin 762838.
8 Mon Public Affairs Debate & Bring & Buy Sale, Nailsworth WI. 7.30 St
George’s Parish Rooms.
8 Mon ‘Chamberlains & the Nailsworth Board Mills’, John Chamberlain &
others. Local History Research Group, Nailsworth Society. 7.30
Mortimer Room.
9 Tues ‘Will there be Orchids?’, a Cotswold Warden led walk around two wild
flower rich commons. Start from Amberley Inn at 10am. 2 hours, 4mi.
9 Tues ‘Coping with Stress’, Jane Hobdell at Mad Hatters, 7.30pm. Tickets
£10, incl. supper & glass of wine, from White Buffalo or 833035.
10 Wed Meeting of N & District Chamber of Trade.
14 Sun Car boot sale. See page 6.
14 Sun Emerald Tea-time Concert. Emerald Ensemble, Victor-Hugo Villena bandoneon. Christ Church 3pm £7 (£8 on the door).
14 Sun Service at All Saints, Shortwood for Christian Aid Week. 6pm.
15 -19 Christian Aid shop in Christ Church Hall. Every day 9-4pm.
15 Mon ‘Ponds & Pools’, Duncan Coombes. Gardening Group, Nailsworth
Society 7.30pm Mortimer Room .
16 Tues Town Council Meeting. 7pm. Town Hall.
16 Tues Royal British Legion meeting at 7.30, Nailsworth Social Club.
17 Wed Stroud & District Macular Disease Society 3rd Wed each month, 10-12,
Christ Church Rooms.
17 Wed Nailsworth Chamber of Trade. Launch of website. Egypt Mill 7pm. P9.
20 Sat History & Computer Workshop - Web Design. Local History Research
Group, Nailsworth Society. See notice board for details.
20 Sat Giggs Mill Opening. See page 4 and Town Information centre.
20 Sat- Edward Payne Centenary Exhibition. Stained glass & related materials.
4 June Ruskin Mill.
22 Mon Blood Donor Session at The Barn, Forest Green Rovers. 1.30-3.15 &
5.00-7.15.
22 Mon ‘Monasteries of Gloucestershire’, Tim Porter. Local Studies Group,
Nailsworth Society 7.30pm. Mortimer Room.
24 Wed Alzheimer Café 4th Wed each month 2-4pm Christ Church Rooms.
Phone 834714 for details.
25 Thurs Rambling Group, Nailsworth Society. Meet outside Library. See notice
board for time & details.
27 Sat Farmers’ Market 9-1pm Mortimer Gardens.
29 May - Edward Payne, Stained Glass Artist. Exhibition at Ruskin Mill.
4 June 10-5pm. See page 7.
1 June ‘Hatchings, Matchings & Dispatching’, Paul Weston. Luncheon Group,
Nailsworth Society. 11.30am Egypt Mill. Sign up by Tues 30th.
5 June Bookbinding. Short course, 5, 12, 19 & 26 June at Ruskin Mill. Anne
Weare 01285 760328.
5 June ‘The Music & Mystery of the Three Choirs Festival’, Tim Porter. Arts,
Crafts & Music Group, Nailsworth Society 7.30.

CLOSING DOWN SALE

Thank you to our regular customers.
We are closing 10th May.
Geoff and Gill are the retiring types!

OPEN: Wed to Sat 9-5pm

THE CYCLE CLINIC, THE CROSS, BATH ROAD,
NAILSWORTH
TEL: 01453 835200

Nailsworth News Editorial Information
EDITOR: Joyce Affleck, 832619 or c/o And Clothes,
4, Market Street, Nailsworth or editor@nailsworthnews.co.uk
or joyce.affleck1@btinternet.com
DEPUTY EDITOR: David Cox 836119
or davidatnews@btinternet.com
DEADLINES for copy and advertising:15th of month
ADVERTS: Copy, payment and queries please to Ann Marshall
C/o Edward Jones, Fountain St., Nailsworth or 833857.
N.B. Advertising space is limited to approx 50 per issue: payment in
advance, please. Nailsworth advertisers given priority.
Small 9.5 x 3.75 cm: £17 or £48 for 3;
Medium 9.5 x 6 cm: £29 or £80 for 3;
Large 9.5 x 14 cm: £56 (Editorial discretion: only if space).
Requests for front page £5 extra. Cheques to Nailsworth News.

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION: £6/year ~J Rowbotham 833110.
DISTRIBUTION: organised by Bill Affleck. Please ring 832619.
PAPER MEETING: 7pm, 9th May at Barley Hill.
Job Hunting?
Looking for Staff?
For all your temporary and permanent needs…
Tel: 01453 32468

SEND US YOUR CV NOW

•
•
•
•

Warehouse Manager c£24k
Receptionist £14k
Office Administrator Part time £7 per hour
Transport Manager c£30k

jobs@ess-emp.co.uk

Many more Permanent Jobs available

www.ess-emp.co.uk

STOP LOOKING . . . YOUR PERFECT JOB IS HERE
ADMINISTRATION MANAGER c£20k ref:3563
Prestigious company needs applicant with excl. organisational/ IT skills

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTING AGENTS
Residential Property Management & Letting Specialists

www.ridersproperties.co.uk Tel: 01453 836736 Fax: 01453 836737

7 Fountain St. Nailsworth Glos GL6 OBL

ADMINISTRATOR C£13k Company in Education sector requires

proactive applicant with methodical approach& good telephone manner

INSPECTOR c£10ph Minimum two years experience CMM
20 CNC OPERATORS c£8ph/ ASSEMBLERS C£6.08ph
Call 01453 757951 Stroud House Russell Street Stroud GL53AN
Westaff is an employment business email: stroud@westaff.co.uk 5/06

