Nailsworth’s new Champion!
Congratulations to Aaron Dyer who won the under 14’s
UK Pool competition in June. He has steadily worked
his way to the top, first representing the club, then
winning local knock-out tournaments. Representing
Glos County in Coventry he won against competitors
from Scotland, Wales and the rest of England to become
UK’s under 14’s Champion. Well done!
Our theme this month is:
Aaron Dyer

Nailsworth’s Mills See pages 18-19.

Want to pay cash for your TV licence after July 31st?
Forget it - unless you can get to Stroud!
If you go to the TV licensing website www.tvlicensing.co.uk (if you know
how to and have a computer or can get to the library) you’ll be told how much easier they
are making it for you to buy your licence. There are lots of alternatives. It is easy if
you’ve got a credit/debit card or a bank account. It’s a great deal less easy if you haven’t.
And we’ve all seen those menacing ads telling us of the consequences of not having a
licence. Most people will be fine. Who is likely to suffer? The elderly and the
disadvantaged - as usual. There are petitions you can sign but it’s excusable to have that
miserable sinking feeling that like many such things - the Stroud District Plan, probably
the NHS closures - it’s already a done deal in all but name.
All this makes a nonsense of our slogan ‘KEEP IT LOCAL’

PROJECT
BUILDING SOLUTIONS
A professional team of tradesmen, specialising in
complete renovations to the highest standard.
For the ultimate in quality and craftsmanship.
Focusing on extensions-whether you wish to create
a lavish new kitchen, a luxury bathroom or just
simply extra living space.
Tel: 01453 835790/ 07866 809581/ 07979 866294

www.nailsworthnews.com
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NHS Cuts
Norman Kay, Deputy Mayor, writes
On June 23 many people attended a consultation meeting at
the Town Hall. The Chief Executive of the Gloucestershire
Partnership NHS Trust, Mr. James, attended to explain the
background and reasons for the proposed cuts in service,
including the closure of inpatient beds at Weavers’ Croft.
The proposals met with reasoned and universal rejection.
I want to share with you one woman’s poignant
contribution to the consultation, that summarised the case
for Weavers’ Croft. She gave her permission for me to
reproduce part of what she noted:

ANDY BROWN

01453 832216 07970 742727
FREE ESTIMATES

Rev. Stephen Earley writes
Dreams do come true! In my letter in the June/July
edition of NN I wrote about the Gospel Choir who had
come to St. George’s during the Nailsworth Festival in
April and how brilliant they were. I wanted to share
them with a larger audience and thought one day
perhaps we would get them to sing in a larger venue –
like the Forest Green Rovers new stadium.

“My mother has been a patient in Weavers’ Croft now
for one month. Three years ago she was a patient there
for several months. Thank goodness for Weavers’ Croft.
Where else could we have…such caring and committed
staff…These patients need a small homely
environment…

I mentioned this when I met Robin Eaves, the General
Manager of the stadium, and he readily agreed and the
Directors kindly consented to the proposal – and we
have arranged for the Aberdeen Street Fellowship
Gospel Choir to return to sing
and play at the stadium on
th
Cheltenham wouldn’t be a viable place to take in all the Sunday 10 September at 6pm.
The Bishop of Tewkesbury has
growing part of our community who are living longer
agreed to come and bless the
and through no fault of their own, for they need the
very important and compassionate care one gets in the pitch and stadium during the
smaller environment, where family and elderly friends game the day before.
can pop in for several short visits during the week.
This will form the grand finale to the week when the
Why should Weavers’ Croft be doomed for closure at
the expense of overspending in other directions. (I am Bishop is coming to Nailsworth with a group of people
from all over the County who will talk about their
a) very frustrated carer”
Christian faith in an ordinary, down-to-earth way and
Mr. James was left in no doubt at the strength of opposition. try to answer any questions that cause problems at a
number of events.
A programme of events will be available but we start
with Any Questions at the Town Hall on the 2nd
September at 6.30pm and the programmes, with bacon
butties, will also be given out in the Mortimer Gardens
on Saturday morning, 9th September.

Be a Hero and give some
blood!
Blood Donor Sessions,
1.15-3.15pm & 5-7 pm. Mon 21st.
At The Green Man, Forest Green Rovers.
For an appointment, ring 0845 7 711 711.

All worth attending – but, if nothing else – don’t miss
out on the Gospel Choir!

MARSHALL’S
SCHOOL OF MOTORING
ADI APPROVED INSTRUCTOR
PATIENT AND FRIENDLY TUITION
DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE
STUDENT DISCOUNTS
PASS PLUS AND THEORY PREPARATION
PLEASE CALL MARTIN -TEL: 01453 836515
MOBILE: 07971 824537
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Surgery News from Colin Rudall

Home Start

There’s a lot of doom and gloom about and some hard
decisions are being made at present in the hope of making
our local NHS services run effectively and within their
budget. To help achieve this, local health centres like ours
are being encouraged to provide some of the services
which in the past could be found only in a hospital. In
addition, since 2004, emphasis has been placed by the
NHS on the treatment of patients with chronic diseases
like asthma and diabetes, and this makes for a heavy
workload for us.

Home-Start provides support to local families with young
children and are looking for mums, dads or grandparents
who are willing to give up 2 or 3 hours a week. Being a
parent isn’t always easy. Add in pressures such as illness,
financial worries or multiple births, and without the
support of family and friends, the stress can seem
overwhelming.

Family practices are being supported in this by NHS
funding, and so we have been expanding our medical
team. A lot of what the doctor used to do can now be
handled by nurses trained in the treatment of specific
diseases. And some of the nurses’ work, like blood
pressure reading and taking blood, can be carried out by
health care assistants.
At Prices Mill we now have a team of 6 part time practice
nurses and 2 part time health care assistants, as well as our
6 doctors (2 doctors are also part time). With a large team
like this it’s important for us to make sure that every
patient comes to see the right medical professional about
their problem, so we use a ‘triage’ system. Triage is led
by our nurse practitioner/manager and, when a patient
phones to make an appointment about a new problem, a
triage-trained nurse or a doctor will phone the patient back
to discuss it. The patient may then simply be given advice
over the phone or invited to come in to the surgery to see a
nurse or doctor.
If you have any comments you’d like to make about the
way we’re doing things at Prices Mill, please write to me
or give me, the Practice Manager, a call on 832424.

Uplifting news!
Something you couldn’t get in Nailsworth until
recently - a good bra! Clock Tower Clothing in
George St. is now stocking Triumph bra’s. There’s a
lot more in this store than you might think!

A Home-Start volunteer can offer friendly support,
understanding, an extra pair of hands and practical help.
One mum who has been supported by Home-Start over
the last year says “I can talk to my volunteer about my
problems, something I find really hard to do with other
people. She listens and she helps me look at ways of
being a more confident parent.”
There’s a training course starting for new volunteers on
the 20th Sept. in Stroud . If you think that you could give
a couple of hours a week to visit a family or want to find
out more please call 759911.

PCSO Claire Slark writes
Speaking at the Police and Community Consultative
Meeting in the Mortimer Rooms Inspector McFarlane
said that over the last quarter, compared to the same
period last year, burglaries have gone down by 55% in the
Nailsworth Parish and thefts by 29%. Overall the number
of crimes recorded has not increased.
A commitment was also given to more high-visibility
patrols in the Forest Green area following reports of an
increase in anti-social behaviour.
Chief Inspector Peter Barratt from the Planning and
Review Department talked about ways to contact the
Police and about dealing with complaints.
Illegal parking is still an issue in
Nailsworth, causing obstruction to
other road users, including
emergency vehicles. Look for the
yellow sign nearby to tell you when
restrictions apply.

Extending a warm welcome to old
and new clients and their pets

Mediterranean Restaurant & Pizzeria
♦ We are accepting CVs for our Head Chef

vacancy
♦ We are recruiting front of house staff for
daytime, evening & weekend shifts
♦ 20% off your food bill on Thursday evenings
with this voucher.
For reservations please call us on : 01453 834802
Opposite Somerfield car park

8/06

LANSDOWN VETERINARY SURGEONS
THE VETERINARY CLINIC
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OLD MARKET PLACE, NAILSWORTH TEL: 834930
Full 24 hour emergency hospital facilities at
The Clockhouse Veterinary Hospital, Wallbridge, Stroud
(01453) 752555 http://www.lansdown-vets.co.uk

Over The Top Soft Furnishings

Town Mayor Sue Reed writes

Curtains - Cushions - Blinds - Poles - Trimmings

Neighbourhood Warden

We have agreed to trial, two half days a week, the
Hand made soft furnishings
Neighbourhood Warden scheme. Let us know whether this
For friendly advice on your curtain design
scheme works in your locality.
Wendy Masters 07980 240922 Phone/fax 01453 832415
We will make our final decision whether or not to contribute
for a huge range of activities such as pitching tents, tai
towards the scheme in April 2007.
chi, drama, lunch club, chiropody, pharmacy, mother
and toddlers, credit union, citizens advice bureau, a
Action Plan Document for Nailsworth
We have completed our first draft of Nailsworth Action Plan. meeting place for church services and bingo. There
This will help us to develop projects with our partners for the were 14 offers of help to form a committee. We will
be in contact with people after our next full town
next 20 years, or longer.
council meeting.
Please add your comments go to our website
www.nailsworthtown.co.uk
The main information in the document came from our
consultation with residents through the Forest Green
Regeneration and Old Market questionnaires, the Town
Health Check, the Wish List from residents for Forest Green
Community Centre and Nailsworth Youth and Community
Enterprise. The Plan covers things like housing, town
buildings, our green spaces, public buildings, markets,
meeting places, education, trade and tourism, transport,
environment, health and social care.
It would be useful to know how many people need affordable
housing in Nailsworth. We have asked Gloucestershire Rural
Community Council to co-ordinate a confidential survey to
find out our housing needs. Please complete the questionnaire
in The Fountain, and if you or your family have a housing
need, complete Part Two. Return it to:
Gloucestershire Rural Community Council
FREEPOST SWC 0305
15 College Green
Gloucestershire GL1 2BR
No need for a stamp!
Congratulation to Ruskin Mill for developing the first
Hydropower Electric scheme in the District.

Market Street Garden

This triangular area at the entry to Market Street has
been cleared of undergrowth. The Recreation and
Amenities Committee now want to discuss with
traders and residents of Market St how to make this
much neglected space into an attractive entrance to the

A comment by Alex Cochrane of
Roger Evans Associates

As visitors to the town we were intrigued to hear
people’s views of how it might change over the next
generation.
When I first came to Nailsworth I was delighted by
the approach to the town, winding down the ‘W’,
glimpsing the houses that nestle in the valley. But I
was disappointed to see that the heart of the town
around Old Market was just so drab – not befitting a
town so packed with character.
The people at the meeting were clear that Old Market
and links to it needed improvement to create a
dignified, elegant – and visible - heart to the town.

Some radical ideas were suggested:
•
•

a new landmark public building on stilts,
a large new public square which could
Also to Ruskin Mill students who have produced a fantastic
accommodate new bus stops,
end of year exhibition which will be open to the public until
•
revealing the waterways that are currently
August 6th. The College received an excellent OFSTED
hidden underground.
report.
Most were prepared to consider extensive demolition
Nailsworth Town Plan
We will continue to work in partnership with Stroud District of buildings in Old Market to make way for new
development, designed sensitively and in keeping
Council and Roger Evans Associates to complete a town
plan for Nailsworth. The document will guide town planning with the real character of Nailsworth.
decisions for the next 20 years. We hope that the document
This is an opportunity to promote the town’s bright,
will be put onto the Town Council and Stroud District
confident future.
Council websites when completed
Congratulations to Cotswold Chine School. I have enjoyed
Our proposals will be strong and feasible enough to
visiting Cotswold Chine School this year and presenting
function as a guide for future planning applications,
certificates of achievements.
and to act as a tool for promoting the future of the
town and assisting funding bids.

Forest Green Community Centre

Puzzle Corner (No prizes)
Thank you to those of you who replied.
Of the responses, 99% preferred scheme two; only 3 % of the We are now placed on the map of Route 45.
respondents disagreed with building a community centre. 15 Have you spotted the signs? Do you know what they
organizations responded and said they would use the facilitiesare?
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KEEP IT LOCAL!
Here, we echo the piece on our front page. This has been our slogan ever since the founding of this paper. Despite
the points we have made there, we, in Nailsworth are fortunate in that we can generally do this - there’s not much
you can’t get in the town itself and the standards are very high. It stays this way because the shops are well used both
by locals and people coming considerable distances to shop here.
But don’t forget that you don’t always have to get right down to the town (and back up!). Forest Green is well served
by two excellent shops. The Burma Road Post Office is not only a Post Office, important though that is. They have
Wynstone’s delicious ice cream, sausages made by Steven Curtis in the store (as from the Market), lovely cooked
ham and salads from their chiller.
Suki, at Forest Green Stores, similarly, sells a wide range of good quality foods and much more, including your
Lottery Tickets.
It’s not very original, but ‘Use it or Lose it’ is still a valid concept!

Nailsworth and the media
Our town has been much in the news recently. Apart from mentions in individual reviews and specialist magazines
of some of our more widely known and prestigious firms: William’s Kitchen, Hobb’s House Bakery, Mad Hatter’s
Restaurant, Trade Plas, etc., Nailsworth has been well talked about.
Cotswold Life (July) printed an excellent detailed article about the town, illustrated with some superb photographs
and, apart from a well-justified criticism of our treatment of the Fountain, full of
praise.
More exotically we featured in the international magazine ‘Madame Figaro
Japon Voyage’ with several pages of good pictures. We can’t comment on the
text except to say that it was all
Japanese to us.
We’ve also been covered on
Radio 4’s lunchtime programme
Open Country.
The familiar clock, with less familiar
captions
Reproduced by courtesy of Madame Figaro
Japon Voyage, and Photo by Yuki Sugiura

Nigglesworths
Three good dogs in the house and we find a neighbourhood cat in our living
room! What are we doing wrong? (Try substituting ‘cats’ for ‘dogs’ and ‘dog for
cat’!).
“We’ll ring you back in ten minutes”. Please do.
Creating the kitchen of your dreams

. . . at truly affordable prices

The complete service from an established
family business. With an envied reputation
For quality and service at pleasing prices.
All approved by ‘The Kitchen Specialists’
Association’.

Cotswold Kitchens
01453 833910
HO & Design Studio: 2 Market St, Nailsworth, GL6 0BZ
Showroom: The Old Art Gallery, Market St, Nailsworth GL6 0BX
www.cotswoldkitchens.co.uk
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Events

Bats & Cow Pats

Here’s a chance to learn about bats and bat detecting in the
valley and watch the CCTV in the Mansion. Join the
Fun Dog Show and Family Day
National Trust Warden at Woodchester Park for a walk
Don’t forget the dog show being organized by the RSPCA and a talk at 10am on Thursday 17th Aug.. Contact
on the King George V Field. It’s not too serious and
Michelle Oliver on 01452 814213 to book. 2½hrs, 1½ mi.
should be a good day out for dog-lovers and others.
The Fun Dog Show starts at 12
Nailsworth Society
noon, registration from
The Arts, Crafts & Music Group is off to Hanbury Hall
11am. Classes will include Child’s
on the 6th Sept. This is a lovely William & Mary House
Best Friend, Waggiest Tail, Most
with gardens. You can get lunch there or take a picnic. A
Appealing Eyes and Golden
few places left. Coach leaves at 9.45am, returning at
Oldie. There’s also the regional heat
5.30pm. £15 (refund of admission charge to NT members).
of the RSPCA Dog of the Year
Contact 835540 or 832815. Remember that there’s no
competition, open to all rescue dogs.
meeting in August.
The ‘Clear Round Agility’ will run
all day with rosettes for all clear rounds. Help available Congratulations to the Stuart Singers on raising
for beginners. £1 per entry.
£1000 each for Cotswold Care Hospice and The Dementia
There’ll be demonstrations including ‘Agility’ and
‘Flyball’, funfair rides, a bouncy castle, a photographer, Care Trust at their concerts in June. A separate
presentation, of £1400, was made to Horsfall House from
trade stands and plenty to eat and drink. Free entry.
funds raised at the a fun day held by the choir in May.
Sun. 13th Aug. from 11am - 5pm. Contact 755857 for
The choir has now raised more than £118,000 for charities
further details or rspca-southcotswolds.org.uk
and good causes since its formation in 1992. They will be
Great Evening Entertainment
performing in about eight further concerts this year.
Have you been up to the new Forest Green Stadium yet?
For information about future concerts and/or becoming a
On Fri. 11th Aug. it’s Rob Dee, UK’s No1 Billy Fury
member of the choir or an associate, see the web site
Tribute and Rock'n'Roll. 8pm in the Carol Embrey Suite.
www.stuartsingers.com .
£5.
Then, on Fri. 8th Sept., there’s a double bill with Mike
King, superb West Country Comedian and The Toffs
presenting music from the ‘50s to the present day. £6
LOCAL HERO These events are ticket only. Order your tickets from
Dave Stallworthy on 01454 321694 or 07788827578.
Lorna Brimble
Ticket sales close 48 hours prior to each event. Food has
The Lollipop Lady at Nailsworth
to be ordered separately - details on your ticket.
Primary School.
N.B. No food can be ordered on the night of either event.
Much appreciated for doing this vital
job, keeping our children safe.
The Youth Club will be closed from Fri. 21st July
until Tues. 5th September apart from the Summer Scheme
Photographs by Martin Stone
which runs for the first two weeks of the holiday.
Bob Pike & David de Sousa at

The George Inn
Newmarket
Nailsworth
833228

“NAILSWORTH’S
BEST KEPT SECRET”
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Luncheon 12 noon - 2 pm
Dinner 6.30 pm - 9 pm
Evening reservations essential
Most credit / debit cards accepted

Stroud College Courses in
Christchurch Rooms

Churches Together in Nailsworth
Main Sunday services
9.30 am St George, Church St
10.30 am Christ Church, Newmarket Road
10.30 am Priory Church, Inchbrook
10.30 am Quakers’ Meeting House, Chestnut Hill

We’re pleased to be able to tell you that Stroud is
putting a few more courses into Nailsworth next
session. They will all be in Christ Church Rooms.

Everyone welcome. Children’s activities included at all these services.

•

Art therapy Improvers. Fridays. 1-3pm. 10
weeks. 29th Sept to 8th Dec. £88.ey are:
•
Drawing & watercolours. Fridays. 10-12. 10
weeks. 29th Sept. to 8th Dec. £90.
•
Introduction to Tai Chi for the over 50s.
Mondays. 11.15-12.15. 10 weeks.
25th Sept to 4th Dec. £10.
•
Tai Chi Intermediate. Mondays. 10-11. 10
weeks. 25th Sept to 4th Dec. £43.
•
French for Improvers. Thursdays. 10-12.
10 weeks. 28th Sept to 7th Dec. £85.
•
Spanish for Beginners. Thursdays. 1.30-3.30.
10 weeks. 28th Sept to 7th Dec. £85.
•
Basket Making. Tuesdays. 6.45-8.45pm. 5
weeks. 26th Sept to 24th Oct. £42.50 (plus £10
for materials payable on first night.)
To enrol for any of these courses, ring Stroud College
763424.

Bruce Fenn, Chief Firefighter writes

It’s been a reasonably busy month down here at station eight.
The hot weather is certainly noticeable with our fire kits on.
However we are really glad of these during the freezing
winter months!
The majority of our calls have still been dominated by
Automatic Fire Alarms.
As many of you probably know, The Passage to India had to
close for business one night due to a small fire in the kitchens
extractor system. The fire was extinguished quickly and two
appliances attended the incident from Nailsworth and one
appliance from Stroud.
Our investigation unit has also been called to investigate a fire
at the Regency Arcade, Cheltenham.
The station has attended several fêtes so far this year with
many more booked in. If you would like the appliances to
attend a function, please write to SM Bruce Fenn.
Ff Brett Walker and Ff Matt Amey have been temporarily
Flowers at Chelsea, ‘The Noble Quest’ promoted to the position of Crew Manager for a period of two
Club Chairman Jayne Morriss, with Anne Hawker, months.
had the honour of representing the Nailsworth &
Please continue to enjoy the summer, but remember to be
District Flower Arrangement Soc. at the Chelsea
extra careful when extinguishing cigarettes etc. With all the
Flower Show. The entry category was called “The
hot weather we’ve been experiencing it wouldn’t take much
Subtle Alchemist”, depicting the turning of base metal for something to ignite.
into precious metal, and they named their exhibit “The Cotswold Care Hospice
Noble Quest”. They didn’t win an award but were just
The Summer Fete is on Sunday 27th Aug. Cream teas, live
one point off a bronze medal. The judge’s comments
music and lots more. Free parking and admission.
were very favourable.
2-4.30pm.

Nailsworth Ironmongers
For all your gardening needs including
composts, fertilizers and grass seed.

ESTATE AGENTS & LETTING AGENTS

you

Gordon, Anne, and Daniel await you with a warm welcome
and look forward to seeing you soon. 8/06

Residential Property Management & Letting Specialists

www.ridersproperties.co.uk Tel: 01453 836736 Fax: 01453 836737

24 Fountain St, Nailsworth Mon-Sat 9- 5.30 Tel: 01453 832083

7 Fountain St. Nailsworth Glos GL6 OBL

Nailsworth Accountancy & Tax Centre
Town Hall, Old Bristol Road, Nailsworth
Mike Jefferies, MAAT - 836683 & Emma Mills - 835050
• ACCOUNTANTS TO THE SELF EMPLOYED,
COMPANY DIRECTORS & THE COMMUNITY
• TAX RETURNS & ACCOUNTS COMPLETED
• SMALL PRACTICE FOR SMALL CLIENTS = SMALL FEES
Our Service includes: Self Assessment Tax Returns; Accountancy,
Taxation & Bookkeeping Services; Accounts Tax Problems;
Free Accounts/ Tax Surgery; Business Accounts Preparation; VAT
Returns; PAYE / Wages Completion; Limited Company Formations;
Limited Company Accounts Completion & Tax Compliance. 9/05

A comprehensive interior painting and decorating service, advising
on colour co-ordination, supplying carpets, curtains and accessories.
From individual rooms to complete houses, concept to completion.
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Alison Glossop writes

Chris Raymond, Head of Nailsworth
Primary, writes

This school holiday, my friends and I are volunteering for
a summer kids camp run by the charity, GlosAid Youth
I am very pleased to announce that we have a new
Action.
Deputy Head for September to replace Carol Dougill.
Mrs Kelly Armstrong currently teaches in
GlosAid has been around for almost forty years and is run Gotherington, near Cheltenham. She stood out quite
entirely by young people aged 14-26. Holding holiday
considerably in a strong field of five candidates. I
camps for disadvantaged children from Gloucestershire is watched her carry out a brilliant lesson showing her
their longest running project. Three camps will be held
strength as a teacher. Her
throughout July and August, each involving 60
presentation skills were
kids, and 50 volunteers to help out with a wide
outstanding and all the
range of tasks. From rôles such as team leaders
children loved her. I think
and support staff, to commandeers and kitchen
she will fit in just fine.
assistants, it is a great opportunity to get involved
Can I take this opportunity
and provide a week of fantastic fun for the kids.
to say how brilliant our
My rôle on camp will be in the arts and crafts tent,
Teaching Assistants (TAs)
and as the theme this year is Medieval, I will be
are. You expect to a certain
helping the children make costumes, shields,
extent that your staff will
flags, hats…as well as making thrones, dragons,
The
Stroud
&
Swindon
Building
Soc.
Balloon
take on the role you appoint
cannons and metres of bunting before camp
goes to school
them for but also put in that
begins!
little extra. Our teaching staff certainly do that.
Other activities on camp will include games, obstacle
At Nailsworth our seven TAs are like that as well. They
courses, waterslides, dragon hunts, night walks, and
are a priceless teaching resource in that they are able to
writing and performing a medieval play. I can’t wait to go improve children’s learning, alongside the teachers,
on camp and meet loads of new people, as well as having better than any book or computer.
a good time with my friends. It will be a way of helping Our Summer Fete was a big success and I would like to
children who don’t usually get the
thank our very active PTFA and the staff of Phoenix
chance to have a holiday and, even
Nursery for all their hard work. It was nice to have it all
though it will be a challenge, to
on our site this year now our field is in operation. The
watch them laughing and having
money made from the day is split between the school
fun will be worth every second.
and nursery.
GlosAid is looking for plenty of
As part of our link with Stroud and Swindon Building
volunteers to help out, and any
Society, Una Bailey very kindly organised their air
donations to help fund next year’s
balloon to visit us last week. After a talk by the pilot
summer camps. If you’d like to get
they inflated the balloon on the field.
involved, GlosAid can be contacted
Over the summer holidays - Year 1 classroom will be
on 01452 304227 or
glosaid@callnetuk.com, and their Aaron Dyer with his Under 14’s refurbished to create a bigger and better space. And
KS2 library will be redecorated.
UK championship trophy
website is www.glosaid.co.uk

Holiday Kapers will run during the week

Mon.
7th-Fri. 11th Aug. from 10am daily. Children don’t need
to be pre-booked, but do need to be registered by a parent
or guardian on the first day of attendance. For further
info call 754332.

Youth Club
Congratulations to Aaron Dyer UK Under 14’s Pool
Champion.
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Guides & Brownies

Focus on Youth
Margaret Smith, St. Dominic’s, writes

Summer break is upon us and we are having a well earned
rest. We wish the Guides a good camp.
All three Brownie Units had successful pack holidays.
As a child, the summer term at school was always my
favourite. It seemed to stretch on forever, a relaxed time, Thank-you to all those who kindly donated things and to
full of sunny days spent outside under the trees working, the Guiders who gave up their time to let the girls have a
good time.
or going on nature walks.
Guiding can be hard work but it can also be very
As a teacher my view has changed slightly! We still have rewarding, you can put in as much or as little time as you
the sunny days but no longer can you just go off on a
want - and it is worth it, knowing that the girls get so
walk without putting in place risk assessments, the sun
much from it. Unfortunately, Guiders are a rare breed at
protection policy deters you from spending too much
the moment in Nailsworth and if there is anyone out there
time outside and the pressure to meet targets takes away who would like to help us we would love to hear from
the previous relaxed nature of the term.
you.
However all is not lost! After May, the SATs (Statutory We look forward to returning in September with full and
assessment tasks) are over and for a relatively brief
exciting programs. Debbie Powell 832628
period of time, the curriculum is dominated by sporting
Scouts
events, school plays, art week, ‘a world cup football
Ashley Cooke (17) from Nailsworth Scout Group has
tournament’, outings and a host of other events. One
could argue that this is where the ‘real’ education begins! gained the Chief Scout’s top award - the Diamond Award.
To complete it Ashley had to fulfil a range of different
The visit to Woodchester Mansion and Park has been
followed up with a writing work shop for all year groups. requirements over a 12 month period. This is the first to be
gained in the Stroud and Tetbury District for a number of
The learning outcomes are in the form of books,
information leaflets and a variety of art, all of which are years and is yet another example of the way in which
Scouting really helps young people to get the most out of
on display at the mansion during the summer. The
th
exhibition was opened on 17 July by Katie Fforde (local life.
One of the more physical requirements was becoming
author) in the
proficient in backpacking and
presence of
mountain skills. Ashley has
William Leigh
and his family.
completed expeditions in Wales
and Austria, often covering up to
Please take a
20 miles a day, sometimes in
look and see
thick snow, fog or rain, and, just
what a group of
sometimes, in warm sunshine.
primary schools
Service to others is another
can produce!
requirement. Ashley has helped
Hopefully the
to run the Nailsworth Cub Scout
sun will shine
Pack and Scout Troop.
and that’s the
Other elements included
time you
woodwork projects, rockremember that
climbing and organizing
there is life after
environmental activities for Cub
SATs and maybe
UK Scout Association’s County Commissioner (Gloucestershire) Joan
Scouts.
the summer term
Goldsmith and Stroud and Tetbury District Commissioner Anna King
One of Ashley’s high-lights was
is more like my
congratulate Ashley on gaining the Chief Scout’s top award.
attending the European Scout
memories!
Jamboree in 2005 with 15,000 Scouts from 68 different
countries.
Talking about the award, Ashley said, ‘Scouting has given
me the opportunity to try many activities and to travel to
many place, things I would not otherwise have had the
chance to do’. Ashley, who recently also gained the Duke
of Edinburgh’s Silver Award, is now keen to go on and
Privately and independently run in an idyllic rural
gain the Scout Association’s prestigious Queen’s Scout
setting. We are a small, friendly Nursery with a
Award and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award before
strong emphasis on learning through play.
hopefully going to university. Kevin Brewer, 01886
For further information ‘phone 01666 502830
880017 or 0779 0806787 or
The Old Stables Upton Grove Tetbury GL8 8LR
kevin.brewer@gloucestershire-scouts.org.uk
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NAILSWORTH CHIROPODY CLINIC

Feedback & Letters

The Old People’s Welfare Committee runs a clinic for
Senior Citizens at Ringfield Close, Nailsworth.
Our Chiropodist, Mr J Lennon will be happy to help
you with all your foot problems.
For further information or to make an appointment

John Raggett writes

In answer to Chris Smith (Oh dear ..the Deer. NN63) and
any reader who has the same problem, there is a simple,
successful and eco-friendly way of stopping the deer from
Please ring: 01453 835215 (Weds & Thurs)
eating their plants and the badgers from digging-up their
lawns.
Timothy Glazier writes
They should pee over the plants and in any holes the
At the Town Meeting in June to consider the future needs
badgers make. I am lucky to have a secluded garden but, of Nailsworth, the idea of a Museum for Nailsworth’s
for those who don’t, I think the environment’s well-being collection of historical artefacts was raised. The difficulty
should come before precious modesty.
of achieving such a dream was brought home to the
Nailsworth Society Historical Research Group on their
Depending on the size of your garden,
visit to Stroud's Museum in the Park.
the procedure should be carried out on a
daily basis, the times dictated by personal
The Curator, David Mullin, told us how councillors in
need. Not every plant needs to be treated
the early 19th C. declined a collection, thinking the cost
every day and a single treatment in the
of a museum would be an unreasonable drain on the
areas of badger vandalism is usually
rate payers. However, a generous private endowment
enough to prevent a return visit. If it
made it possible to house some of the collection in the
newly constructed School of Science and Art in
rains, you have to get out there pretty
Lansdown where it remained for over 100 years. By
quickly afterwards to protect your most
Roman Altar to Mars
then the collection had far outgrown the facilities and
precious blooms. And, of course, when
with
£2.5m from the Heritage Lottery Fund, Stroud
you get back from holiday you usually find that everything
District
Council and other
has been eaten; but then, was life ever fair?
sources, the ‘Museum in the
This treatment has a double, environmental benefit: you
are protecting your plants without using any chemicals and Park’ was set up in Stratford
Park.
you are not wasting valuable clean water by flushing it
We were then shown a special
down the loo.
display of 20 Nailsworth
PS. All the jokes about peonies have already been done.
items not usually exhibited,
Marilyn Miles writes
including a wonderful pair of
Neolithic stone axes
Thank you for putting in the Nailsworth News details of
Neolithic polished stone axes
the Five Valleys Quilters. Unfortunately, the wrong
that had lain buried in Nailsworth for some 6000 years,
number was printed and my apologies to whoever had to and, from Roman times, the beautiful altar to Mars,
field the enquiries. However, Patchworkers and Quilters
found in Hazel Wood in 1850.
are a resourceful lot (“we don’t often go to pieces”) and
One item that intrigued me was the Minute Book of the
we have more than doubled the size of the group
Nailsworth Soc. for Philosophical Experiments, 1819-30
In the minutes it said meetings would be held on Friday
overnight. I can certainly recommend the Nailsworth
evenings ‘nearest to the new moon’ - what were they up
News as a means of reaching the local community!
to? I was slightly disappointed when the curator
If there is anyone else who is interested in exploring the
delights of the Five Valley Quilters please contact me on explained that it was simply to ensure a moonlit journey
home at a time before street lighting!
832974 or mbm@ankerbold.co.uk or
marilyn.miles@wokingham.gov.uk
We then toured the Museum where about 100 other
Nailsworth artefacts, from 600 in the museum’s
(Apologies for the error, especially to the person whose
possession, are on regular display.
number we printed in error. Ed.)
s

Nailsworth Garden Machinery
Servicing & Repairs Undertaken
tel: 01453 834787 fax: 01453 836550 mob: 07966 149539

“Clothes you’ll want to live in”
Whitestuff - Great Plains
French Connection - Crew
In Wear - Matinique - Nougat
George Street
Nailsworth
01453 832999

High Street
Malmesbury
01666 826820
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Suppliers of a large range of domestic and
commercial equipment
Visit our new showroom: Unit 25 Nailsworth Mill Industrial Estate,
Avening Road, Nailsworth GL6 OBS

STONES
ARDENING
Garden Maintenance and Soft Landscaping
Hedges, Patios, Paving, Decking,
Turfing & Fencing

Betty Mills writes
There are several organisations in Nailsworth which
welcome the older members of society. Most important
is the ‘Senior Citizen’s Club’. For many years it has
met on Thursdays at Rovers’ Social Club; more recently
a pub, just demolished as part of the process of
developing Forest Green Rovers’ new stadium. For the
next weeks it is to use the common room at Craddock
Court, (Retirement Homes,) Norton Wood. Convenient
buses bring members from the Town.
This is a flourishing group. The story of its original
founder is interesting. He had to leave (not a local
man) and he called me to his farewell party and
complained that without his leadership it would fail. I
asked if I could talk to them during the afternoon. By the
end I had found a committee. Its chairman lasted for
years and it flourished. The average attendance is now
about 30. They could do with some more when they are
finally settled in a new abode. There is quite a good mix
of more up-market newcomers and traditional locals.
The strength of the Senior Citizen ‘s Club is that it is run
by its own members, presently under the leadership of
local resident David Boulton (833411) from Norton
Wood. He succeeded Beryl Powell from Ringfield Close.
There is a varied programme. Talks, music, bingo.
Skittles, bus expeditions: e.g. the Cadbury Garden
Centre; Bristol Blue Glass, a day in Bath, Cheltenham
Pantomime, a day in Cardiff. (average fare for members
is £5). Annual membership £5.
Above all there is plenty of laughter and lots of
companionship.
I used occasionally to give talks about local affairs. I am
now proud and happy to be a member.

Do you like our new front cover?

G

OLDEN

For a free estimate contact: Chris Blackwell
on 07939 101520 or 01453 835032 6/06

Nailsworth and the Web
The new website for Nailsworth Town
(www.nailsworthtown.co.uk) is quite
impressive. Bruce Burn who has created it has
a lively approach and you should see changes
every time you visit it. He is monitoring it closely and
reports visits from all over the world already.
The home page is bright and easy to navigate. There are
lots of pictures and appropriate information like the
structure of Council Committees.
You can download The Fountain, the new Town Guide
and details of the Healthcheck and there are fast links to
many websites including nailsworthnews.com and
nailsworth.com
Well worth a visit!

Now here’s an idea!
Somebody (sadly anonymous) has pointed out that the
new stadium holds about 5,000 people. That’s roughly the
size of the population of the town!
Now, how about getting (almost) everyone in there?
Perhaps for Sports Aid 2007?
We don’t know what the reaction would be from FGR.

It’s been designed by Julie Fortune who has recently
come into the area and loves it.
Her Corporate Design business, Fortune44, deals with
all kinds of graphics, mainly for businesses.
She offered to revamp our front cover, undaunted by the
fact that everything is voluntary and unpaid. We think it
brightens us up and we’re specially pleased to have the
Dipper brought more to the fore.
Comments, please!

Paper Team This Month,
THANK YOU!!
Bill Affleck, Kathleen Beard, Mike Brinkworth, Harold
Butterworth, Jan Gallie, Timothy Glazier, Alison Glossop, Barry
Hathaway, Catherine Hutchinson, Maire Jarman, Just Traiding,
Richard Kendall, Stella Knight, Don Luke, Ann Makemson,
Susanne Malcolm, Ann Marshall, Ollie Payne, Tamzin Phillips,
David Penn, Sue Reed, Joan Rowbotham, Barry Wade and over 60
much appreciated distributors.

A.E. SMITH & SON
Solicitors
A.E. Smith & Son, Solicitors is a thriving three-partner practice with
offices in Nailsworth and Stroud. We give clear, practical advice and
enjoy lasting relationships with many of our clients.
Our range of legal services includes Conveyancing, Wills, Probate,
Family, Employment, Education and Litigation.

General Building Contractors
Specialist in Stone & Listed Buildings
Traditional Hydraulic Lime Work
Tel 01285 760123 Mob: 07976 383969
Email nick_miles@btconnect.com

We look forward to being of service to new and existing clients.
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A.E. Smith & Son
Stokescroft, Cossack Square
NAILSWORTH, GL6 0DZ
Tel: 01453 832566
Free parking

A. E. Smith & Son
Frome House, London Road
STROUD, GL5 2AF
Tel: 01453 757444
Visit our website: www.aesmith.co.uk

Email: nailsworthenquiries@aesmith.co.uk www.aesmith.co.uk

Sport in Nailsworth Sport in Nailsworth
Please contact Don Luke (832812) for inclusion on this page.

The new stadium opens
th

Wednesday the 12 July 2006 saw the first match at the
new Forest Green stadium, an important day in the
history of Nailsworth.
The stadium is magnificent and a credit to all those who
had the foresight to get the project off the ground and the
funders, architects and builders who made it happen!
It’s only when you look at the two old stands (now
situated at either end of the ground) that you realise just
how vast the new one really is. The main stand is not just
magnificent from the outside as the huge area underneath
has provided space for a gymnasium, a dance room, the
Green Man pub and other facilities. There is a restaurant
behind the seating area. I had an excellent pint of real ale
at the Green Man after the match but I couldn’t help
noticing that the bar bore an uncanny resemblance to a
Paris railway station waiting room on Bastille day!

Face in the Crowd in
association with Forest
Green Rovers
Is this YOU?
If so you qualify for a Free ground
pass to the next HOME match.
Contact the Club Office with a copy

result against Sunderland who
last season were playing the
likes of Chelsea, MU and
Arsenal but the Rovers fared
well in a 3-0 defeat. Perhaps it
was the effect of 3 games in a
(hot) week that produced the
worst result when we lost 6-0
to Bristol City.
Early season friendlies are a
poor reflection on what can be expected in the Conference
but I really hope that we can hang on to the diminutive
Les Afful. He is incredibly quick and has the heart of a
lion. Unfortunately, Bruno Tiexeira appears to be
undecided about his future.
There is still work to be done at the ground (The two end
stands are not yet completed) but my overall impression is
favourable. It has yet to be seen how the wintry setting sun
will affect vision from the main stand or how the
prevailing wind over the unprotected north/west terrace
will affect play but I look forward to the new season with
interest. The first home league match is on Saturday 12th
August and now there is room for every adult in
Nailsworth to attend! How many matches are you going to
get to this winter?

Cricket

of this paper.
Photographs by Martin Stone

The Swindon match
There were some promising signs at the Swindon match
in a spirited 3-2 defeat. Unfortunately, it was too early in
the season for players’ names to be on their shirts and the
tannoy system needs some tweeking so it wasn’t possible
to get all the players’ names. Excellent goals by Darren
Jones and Paul Stonehouse gave home supporters hope
for the 2006/7 season. It was a bit optimistic to expect a

Don't forget the Commoners’ Eights cricket extravaganza
at Nympsfield on Sunday 13th August. Four local villages
will compete in 8 x 8 ball over innings. Great fun for all
the family with BBQ, bar and usually about 1,000 runs in
the day. Contact Ron Birch on 750371 for details.

Peter Reed
World Rowing Championships will be held at Dorney
Lake, Eton from 20th-27th Aug. - the first time in
England for 20 years.
Peter Reed will be rowing in the Coxless4 hoping to hold
onto his World Champion Rowing title.

12
A happy crowd at the first match to be played on the new pitch
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FIVE VALLEYS LEISURE IS HERE!
NAILSWORTH'S PREMIER LEISURE COMPLEX IS NOW OPEN,
ENSURING YOU THE BEST VALUE FOR MONEY LEISURE PRODUCT IN THE STROUD
VALLEYS AND BEYOND. LOCATED WITHIN FOREST GREEN ROVERS
FC’S NEW STADIUM, WE CAN OFFER THE BEST FACILITIES AT PRICES
AFFORDABLE TO EVERY POCKET. WHATEVER YOUR FITNESS GOALS, WE CAN
CATER FOR YOU, FROM TONING UP FOR THE SUMMER TO SIMPLY RELAXING
AFTER A HARD DAY AT WORK.
OUR OPEN, SPACIOUS, STATE-OF-THE-ART GYM ALLOWS YOU TO IMPROVE
YOUR FITNESS IN STYLE, WITH THE LATEST EXERCISE AND AUDIO VISUAL
EQUIPMENT ENSURING NO WORKOUT IS EVER DULL! OUR HIGHLY
QUALIFIED AND FRIENDLY STAFF WILL ALWAYS BE ON HAND TO HELP AND
ADVISE WHEREVER REQUIRED, BACKED UP BY CUTTING EDGE SOFTWARE
MEANING OUR MEMBERS ARE A NAME, NOT A NUMBER!
IF RELAXATION IS YOUR GOAL, OUR LUXURIOUS HEALTH SUITE IS MADE
FOR YOU. WHY NOT TRY A DIP IN OUR BUBBLING SPA POOL AFTER
LEAVING OUR CLASSIC PINE SAUNA. OR HAVE A GO IN OUR TURKISH
STEAM ROOM FOLLOWED BY SUBMERGING YOURSELF UNDER A COLD
SHOWER? CHALLENGING BUT YOU WILL NEVER FEEL BETTER!
WE WILL ALSO BE OFFERING A WIDE RANGE OF CLASSES IN OUR FULLY
FITTED DANCE STUDIO, FROM THE DEMANDING CARDIOVASCULAR
WORKOUT OF SPIN CYCLING TO THE INVIGORATING POWER STRETCH AND
MANY MORE.
WITH SUMMER APPROACHING WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU GET A BIT OF EARLY
COLOUR IN OUR MODERN TANNING SALON, COMPRISING AN INSTANT, UV
FREE SPRAY TAN AND A HIGH POWERED, STAND UP SUN BED THAT ONLY
TAKES A FEW MINUTES.
FOR MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES AND FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE RING
OUR FITNESS TEAM ON 01453 832268

FIVE VALLEYS LEISURE - THE COMPLETE LEISURE EXPERIENCE UNDER
ONE ROOF.

“The Green Man”
Nailsworth newest Public House, now open at Forest Green Rovers FC!
With live bands, a big screen, good quality food, skittle alley and a wide range of
drinks, this really is the place to be for Forest Green and Nailsworth. There
are lots of events booked so keep your eyes and ears peeled so you don’t miss out.
For further details and event information, please ring 01453 834860
13
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Business News Round-up
by Bill Affleck
Cotswold Care Hospice Shop
Cotswold Care have opened their new shop in Fountain
Street, having been ‘off the street’ for rather longer than
they had hoped. The new shop, freshly and immaculately
decorated, courtesy of Mark Curry, is
Corinium Care
light and feels spacious. On the opening
Things are moving at the
day Kay Goff, the shop manageress,
Copper Kettle.
bubbled with enthusiasm – in spite of
Corinium Care are moving
having put in 18 hours the previous day
from Minchinhampton to take
to get things ready. Kay, like many of
possession of the upper two
the thirty odd volunteers who help in the
floors, the first floor as an
shop, came to Cotswold Care after
office and interview area and
benefiting from their support, in her case
the second/attic floor as a
whilst nursing her dying mother. The
training suite. Entry will be at
Hospice is now providing more ‘Hospice
the rear of the building,
at Home’ care where a nurse will come
reached through a gateway in
and sleep over in a person’s house,
the wall on the pathway
giving the carer a welcome respite. The
between George Street and
Hospice is largely supported by
Station Road.
charitable activities. The shops, there are
The ground floor is to be subeight of them, make a major
let as self contained retail
contribution. If you have clothing,
premises and any interested
books, or whatever (even money) to
parties should direct their
donate, the shop can arrange collection;
enquiries to Murrays in
call 836901.
Minchinhampton (886334).
The Water Warehouse, who
Corinium Care are leaders in
have just had their tenth birthday and
Kay Goff, Manageress of Cotswold Care Shop
their field of 24 hour live-in
Photograph by Martin Stone
returned to Nailsworth (in the
care to the elderly and infirm in
Nailsworth Mills Estate) some three years ago are growing their own homes. Established in Bisley over a decade
and doing well. Lucy Offerd (whose father used to run
ago, their continued growth of both clients and carers
The George and who was brought up in Nailsworth) now
brings them to bigger and brighter premises in
has 18 staff (‘easy to recruit in Nailsworth; there’s so
Nailsworth as many of the office team live in the
much for people to do in their
locality. More details
lunch hours…’). They service Farewell, but not Goodbye!
next month and on their
about 2,500 office water coolers Our very best wishes to Catherine Hutchinson and
website
and, with the current hot
family in their new home in Australia. Thanks to all of www.coriniumcare.com.
weather, are delivering 5,000+ them for their contribution to our website.
19-litre bottles a week, nudging It’s not really goodbye; we hope that, as WebUnlimited,
100,000 litres – eat your heart she will still handle the website even though she’s
out Severn Trent!
thousands of miles away.

TELEPHONE & BROADBAND
PROBLEMS?
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Call me first to diagnose your telephone
line & wiring problems at your home.
Extension sockets & bells provided & repaired.
18 years experience. BT trained.
No call-out charge within 15 miles of Stroud.
Tel: Brian Cooke. STROUD 758990
Mob: 07792 203886
www.phones-r-me.co.uk

BMC LANDSCAPING

GREENSPACE 0797 437 2848

Creative, professional, honest & reliable service

LANDSCAPE GROUNDWORK

* Retaining Walls *Block Paving
*Patios
* Driveways
*Concreting
*Drainage
& all garden construction

WATERWORKS, EARTHWORKS, LAWNS,
TERRACES, WALLS, TREEPLANTING, ETC

Mobile: 07776 200910 Tel: 01452 386379

The Baroque Glass Centre
For Val Hill and Liz Brett glass has long held a
fascination. They’ve studied and visited, been to
exhibitions… and now they’ve turned their hobby into a
business. The Baroque Glass Centre will formally open
in Acorn House, Nailsworth Mills Estate, on August 4th.
Go through the wrought iron gate next the Nailsworth
Balti and straight ahead. The ladies went from decision to
opening in eight weeks – which included finding and
redecorating premises, forming Baroque Glass Co Ltd,
getting stock and learning to operate the computerised
cash register. It is an unique setting, housing everything
for the stained and fused glass artist, from glass & tools,
to studio, kilns, gallery and exhibition space. And it’s a
club with a library where you can enjoy a cup of coffee,
meet interesting people and have fun. There’ll be
courses, ranging from the one day stained glass taster
course (at £65) to the glass painting course which
involves kiln work (at £200). Call 835386 or drop in and
see Val or Liz – and see the glass: ‘it’s like going into a
sweetie shop!’

Fluid Transfer International are expanding
their operations. Their present factory, Unit 37 on the
Nailsworth Mills Estate, is being cleared and activities
moved to newly leased Units 30 and 31. One part of the
move will be vacating, Charles Bignall says without
regret, the porta-cabins on the hillside below Pensile
Road which have long provided office accommodation.
Unit 37 is to be used for a major MOD contract to supply
over 300 field refuelling vehicles. The chassis are being
built by MAN in Swindon and Fluid Transfer will fit
them out with tanks, pumps, filters, etc. The units, big
8x8 and 6x6 vehicles, designed and equipped for serious
cross country use in a range of hostile conditions, will be
used to refuel tanks, trucks and carriers in the field.

‘Coco’ the new shop in Fountain Street will be opening
in August. They promise delicious treats, old fashioned
sweets, chocolates and ice-cream and coffee and cakes to
carry out. Full background next month.

Distribution changes
From this month the coordination of the distribution of
Nailsworth News passes into new and safe hands. Don
Luke, who has been involved with distribution for longer
than he likes to think about, is taking over on an ‘inherit
and enhance’ basis. For me it has been a privilege to have
been involved since the very early days; so many nice
and helpful people who have made it all a pleasure.
Thank you all. Bill Affleck
(We, at the paper, are grateful to Bill for doing this
important job so well and thank Don for taking it on.
Bill will still be covering the Business News. Ed.)

Christmas Cards
No, we’ve not lost our cool; it’s just
forward planning!
Many of us have bought Cards For Good
Causes in the library each year since 1995.
Sadly we can’t use the Library any more so
we’re looking for a new site.
Cards for Good Causes are completely responsible for the
equipment and stock, for supplying a manager and local
volunteers to staff the shop.
We expect to pay a modest rent and take responsibility for
insurance of both cards and personnel involved.
Ideally we would like the space from the beginning of
Nov. to the middle of Dec. but we can be flexible. If you
could accommodate us, please contact Liz Boardman,
Area Organiser on: 01249 709147

Nailsworth
CARPENTER AND CHARTERED BUILDER

•
•
•

Health Centre
Call in for our brochure or to arrange a free 15 minute
consultation with the practitioner of your choice

Tel: 01453 836066
Smith House, George Street, Nailsworth, GL6 0AG

EXTENSIONS & ALTERATIONS
PROJECT MANAGEMENT
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

01453 836451 OR 07966 431869
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Proprietor: Stephen Peart B.Sc. (Hons) Building.
M.C.I.O.B. Chartered Builder

Local History — Ann Makemson

Laura Needham
Mobile hairdresser & beauty therapist

Gig Mill, a working museum in
Nailsworth

For appointments please contact

Shuttles fly as a new attraction opens its doors to the

07780695482

public.
Another piece of Nailsworth’s textile heritage jigsaw will
fall into place when Gig Mill
Weaving Shed opens its doors
to the public. Over the winter
volunteers from the Stroud
water Textile Trust have been
setting up handlooms and a
19th century power loom, so
that the weavers’ story can be
told.
“This is the first power loom
going into a mill for a very
long time”. said Terry
Eldridge, a founder member of
the Trust. “They were all on
their way out and went mostly
for scrap”.
Gig Mill is situated on the fast
running Horsley Stream and gives a clue to its use as a
typical small textile processing unit that was once so
common in the area.
The picture will be complete as the sight and sound of the
weaving equipment will add to the experience.
The access to Gig Mill is via the footpath connecting Old
Bristol Road to Horsley Road. A dye plant garden has
been created with the help of volunteers from the Nelson
Trust. Here indigenous plants, like dyers green weed,
woad, weld and madder will provide interest and dye
material in the future. A grant for £500 from the
Gloucestershire Environmental Trust with land fill
contributions donated by Cory Environmental has enabled
the work to go ahead. So money from the land fill levy
means that a derelict corner can now bloom and link both
to Nailsworth’s textile past and a colourful future.
Gig Mill will be open on August 5th from 11am-1.30 pm.
For further information please contact Jane Ford on 01453
766540 or alanford@ukonline.co.uk

granted by Horsley Manor to
William Webb, a Stroud
clothier. By 1786 Elizabeth
Castleman owned it and it was
being run as a grist mill and a
fulling mill with separate
tenancies. From 1799 -1808
John Remington was the owner
and when he went bankrupt it
was sold to Job Brown. The
mill is referred to in some detail
by Job Brown in his will as
having, millpond, reservoir,
cottages, pasture, rack ground,
water wheel, stocks, racks,
shearboards, brushing machine,
press and papers, counting
house desk, newly built dye house with vats etc. and
four adjoining cottages. (The brushing machine he
mentioned was probably the gig mill.) By 1856 it was
James Harris’s flock Mill and in 1862 suffered a fire
which destroyed the roof, timber and stock of the drying
stove with £60 worth of damage! From 1909 to the
1920’s a firm of fellmongers had moved in. They
skinned dead sheep, boiled parts up for making glue,
treated the skins with caustic soda for making
parchments. By 1936 however the mill lay empty. In
1938 the mill came up for sale as ‘Mill powered by an
iron overshot water wheel with two acres sold for £425.’
From the 1945 Dipples Sheet metal workers used part of
the mill complex employing 40 people and Ward and
Green furniture makers were on the site for a short
while in the late 1950’s. Mumford Engineering bought
Gig Mill and used it for building Kit Cars and Trailers
from 1971. Today several small companies rent
workshops in the mill and along with the newly opened
Weaving Museum the little mill is still thriving and
Gig Mill History
continues to be a great success.
A gig mill was a machine consisting of a rotating
PETER RUSHTON LANDSCAPES LTD
cylindrical drum, covered with teazle heads set into frames
NAILSWORTH EST 1980EES
and used to raise the nap on lengths of woollen cloth.
PERSONAL SERVICE & INDIVIDUAL DESIGN
This little mill was first recorded in1559 when it was
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL LANDSCAPING & DESIGN
SERVICE

Graham G Wood (Clockmaker) Ltd

* Specialists in Modern & Traditional Water Features
* Decking & Pergolas
* Driveways
* Garden Lighting
* Competitive Prices
* Planting & Lawns
* Video Library
* Low maintenance Gardens
* Free Estimates

(formerly of Fountain Street, Nailsworth)

Clock & Watch Repairs
All work guaranteed
40 years experience

Tel: 01453 832288 or 07899 820770
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Tel: 01453 832576 Mob: 0788 7841076
Brentmoor House, Newmarket Rd, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DQ
Visit our Display Ponds at: World of Water, Highfield Garden Centre,
Whitminster, Glos on the A38

Nailsworth folk: - Sue Bufton
by Mike Brinkworth

Ruskin Mill

Sue has had a long and fruitful
association with Nailsworth. She
was born in her grandmother’s
house in Cossack Square.
Following her education in
Nailsworth and Tetbury, she also
trained as a Nursery nurse with
the Church of England
Children’s Society in
Warwickshire. She worked in
various parts of the country until
marriage brought her back to
Nailsworth in 1973, and
‘naturally I was delighted to
Sue, with Rainbows
return to my home town’, she
said. She worked for a short while at Wycliffe College
before spending seven years at Amberley Playgroup as
its Play Leader. In her one and only break from nursing,
she spent two years as a Catering Supervisor at
Nailsworth Primary School Infants Department, cooking
the mid-day meals.
Following the closure of Highwood School in 1991, local
families became concerned because they were left
without a playgroup. When a group of mums looked into
the possibility of re-forming one, Sue chaired the
committee that established the new Phoenix Playmates
playgroup. This has now become a full-time Nursery. A
little later, when its play leader left, Sue stepped in as
temporary leader until a replacement could be found –
and fifteen years later she still continues in that vital role.
Ever since she was encouraged by her mother to join the
1st Nailsworth Guides in 1955, the Guide Movement has
played a major part in her life. In 1973 she became leader
of the 1st Nailsworth Guide Unit and held this position
until the 1990s when she was appointed County Camp
Advisor and later Mid Glos Divisional Commissioner.
Sue has just completed her 5 year term of office as
Gloucestershire Assistant County Commissioner and she
has just been presented with her 40 year Long Service
Award as Guider. To complement this she is also a
Guider with the 1st Nailsworth Rainbow Unit, preparing
the young recruits for an exciting future with the Guides.
In her various roles with the Guides, Sue admits that she
has had to adapt to many changes, but at the same time
recognising that these changes are necessary for the
children of today. ‘Basically the aims remain the same’,
she said. ‘We introduce them to a worldwide family of
Guiding which opens up untold opportunities that
otherwise they would not have thought possible.
Nowadays the sky’s the limit’.
Sue is quick to acknowledge the help and encouragement
she has always received from her friends and family, and
especially from her husband, Gerald. She hopes to
continue as a Guider for as long as she can.
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NEW COFFEE SHOP now open
Organic lunch (served from 12.45), tea,
coffee and cake
OPEN DAILY 11am – 4pm, Sunday 11am – 5pm
(summer)
no lunch on Sunday
Tel: 01453 837514

GALLERY
Ruskin Mill College End of Year
Students’ Exhibition
th
12 July – 6th August, 10am – 5pm daily

closed from 7th August for accessibility improvements

Ruskin Mill is inspired by
the work of William Morris,
Rudolf Steiner and John Ruskin
Old Bristol Road, Nailsworth GL6 0LA 01453 837500
For events or to add your name to our mailing list
01453 837537
see web site for full listing of exhibitions, workshops,
music and storytelling
www.ruskin-mill.org.uk
8/06

Please park at Horsley Mill and walk through the valley

Views in ‘Nailsworth News’ are not necessarily those of the Paper Team. We
reserve the right to edit or omit material. No liability is accepted for loss or
damage arising from any omissions of copy or advertising. Nailsworth News is
published and distributed entirely by volunteers. Printing and paper are financed
by advertising.
More volunteers are always welcome.
If you would like to join the Team, please contact the Editor: 832619.

Rose Hill School
A refreshing education in a traditional environment

·
·
·
·
·

Co-educational Prep School 2.5-13.5
Exceptional pastoral care
Academic excellence
Scholarships & financial assistance
Outstanding nursery facilities

Rose Hill School, Alderley, Wotton-under-edge,
Gloucestershire, GL12 7QT Tel: 01453 843196

www.rosehillschool.com

In trodu cing Pau l W ood

Experienced and Skilled Carpenter
All Carpentry and Building Services offered
Reliab le, h igh qu ality, carefu l and hon est
Tel. 01453 751069 or 07919 206043

Which Mills are Where?
Each mill has a story of industry in the past, providing power for the woollen industry, grinding corn, and sawing
wood. Their present uses are even more varied: some are converted into homes, some house a multitude of small
industries, at least one is an excellent hotel and another a college, others have become interesting museums where we
can learn about past glories. Perhaps one day the water power which they represent will again be of importance.
There is at least one now developing the use of the energy to provide electricity.

Dunkirk Mill
In its hey-day

Based on a map by Ann Makemson; adapted by WSA

Nailsworth Domestic
Appliance Repairs
Matthew ~ 833310

A great place to work…
Shops...offices...factory units

sometimes available
To register your interest, please call 832754
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A fast, local & reliable service
Most makes of washing machines, dishwashers,
fridge/freezers, tumble dryers & electric cookers

Dunkirk Mill is a unique ‘working museum’

run by the Stroudwater Textile Trust, where you can learn how the
whole area of Nailsworth was shaped by the presence of the textile industry from as far back as the middle ages.
There’s a working water wheel and you can follow the unique finishing process that made the famous West of
England cloth so sought after throughout the world. See a working model of fulling stocks, a cross cutter and the
exciting experience of watching the water wheel drive the teasel raising gig. Open in season on Wed. Mornings or
weekends between 12pm and 4pm. You could even become a member, and show others around Dunkirk Mill and
other Mills that are open to view. Ian Mackintosh 766273 or imack@btopenworld.com.

Gigg Mill
See what Ann Makemson
has written about this
historic mill on page 16. The
weaving shed is now another
working exhibit open to the
public.
The picture shows the Mill
probably at about the turn of
the century.

The wheel at Dunkirk Mill

Gigg Mill at the turn of the century

Egypt Mill
Everyone locally knows Egypt Mill as a superb place for food and
a comfortable hotel. Sitting out by the river, playing a game of
boules and enjoying a cream tea or a glass of wine in summer
rivals the pleasures of a good dinner in the bistro alongside the
great water wheels. It is also a noted place for weddings.
Beginning as a corn mill in the 14thC it has since been used for
cloth manufacture, fulling, and as a logwood mill producing dyes.
As for the origin of its name - it could be from the high-handed
manner of a former owner, Richard Webb, known as Pharaoh, or
possibly just because of gypsies - then thought to come from Egypt
- living on the banks of the stream. Restoration began in 1985.
Nailsworth Mill (Chamberlain’s) is now home to the new Baroque Glass
Co. bringing an interesting feminisation to a centre better known for more
macho industries like engineering.
Longford’s Mill is worth a visit to see the adaptation of industrial buildings
to elegant homes. Crystal Fountain Mill has become the nucleus of a wellregarded retirement village and Inchbrook Mill is familiar to many of us as
home to, amongst others, the highly obliging Papa’s Pizza and Polly’s
Nursery. Price’s Mill now houses

Millbottom, now Ruskin Mill

Egypt Mill

Millbottom, known as Ruskin
Mill since 1982, was known to be a
corn mill in 1560 and subsequently
has been used for making dyes,
fulling, brewing, malting and a
whole host of other industries. By
1985 it had become a centre for arts
& crafts and after 1993, when it was
re-roofed, it has become an almost
unique institution. It takes in school
leavers, many with difficult
backgrounds, and with the help of
the craftspeople who work there and
others, gives them a second chance.
Some of their achievements have
been extraordinary as anyone taking
the opportunity to visit their
exhibitions of students’
work will see. Angheous
Gordon, the owner &
Director, has gone on to
repeat this success in
Pruning,
Stourbridge and Sheffield.

Tree Felling, Re-shaping, Crown Reductions, Hedge Trimming,
Stump Grinding, Jungle Clearance - Free Estimates - Fully Insured

01453 824728 - 07005 931219
e-mail: sales@jpuservices.co.uk
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What’s On — August
For free listing ring Maire Jarman 832933

Small Stuff
Mother’s help wanted. 2 days/week. Further details contact
Jodie 834270

1. Nailsworth Theatregoers
Sat 28 October matinee Cheltenham “Pirates of Penzance”
Wed 1st November matinee Bristol “Alice in Wonderland” Eng.
Nat. Ballet
Sat 11th November matinee Malvern Felicity Kendall in “Amy’s
View” by David Hare
2 Wed

6 Sun

12 Sat
13 Sun

14 Mon

16-19
17 Thurs

21 Mon
21 Mon
21-25
24 Thurs

6 SEPT
6 SEPT
7 SEPT
8 SEPT

Nailsworth, GL6 0AS or c/o And Clothes,
4, Market Street, Nailsworth or editor@nailsworthnews.co.uk
or joyce.affleck1@btinternet.com
WEBSITE: www.nailsworthnews.com
DEPUTY EDITOR: David Cox
DEADLINES for copy and advertising: 15th of month
ADVERTS: Copy, payment and queries please to Ann Marshall
C/o Edward Jones, Fountain St., Nailsworth or 833857 or
nailsworthnews@tiscali.co.uk .
N.B. Advertising space is limited to approx 50 per issue: payment in
advance, please. Nailsworth advertisers given priority.
Small 9.5 x 3.75 cm: £17 or £48 for 3;
Medium 9.5 x 6 cm: £29 or £80 for 3;
Large 9.5 x 14 cm: £56 (Editorial discretion: only if space).
Requests for front page £5 extra. Cheques to Nailsworth News.
POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION: £6/year ~J Rowbotham 833110.
DISTRIBUTION: organised by Don Luke. Please ring 832812.
PAPER MEETING: 7pm, 9th August at Barley Hill.

Dunkirk Mill open 12-4pm, (also on 19,20,28 August) & from24pm on the 23rd.
Rob Dee, UK’s No1 Billy Fury Tribute and Rock'n'Roll. 8pm.
Carol Embrey Suite, Forest Green Stadium. £5. Ticket only, bought
in advance. Ring 01454 321694 or 07788827578. See page 6.

11 Fri

3 SEPT
6 SEPT

EDITOR: Joyce Affleck, 832619 or Barley Hill, Watledge,

‘The Joy of Colour’, Eileen Williams. Flower Society 7pm Town
Hall.
Country Market, every Friday, 9-10.45, Mortimer Room.
Gigg Mill open 11am-1pm and Dunkirk Mill 2pm-4pm.
The Railway Comes to Stroud - Celebrating Brunel & the Stroud
Valleys Landscape. Exhibition, Stroud Subscription Rooms. Free.

4 Fri
5 Sat
5-23

26 Sat
26 Sat
27 Sun

Nailsworth News Editorial Information

FGR v Dagenham & Redbridge 3pm.
Fun Dog Show & Family Day. Class for every dog, stalls, face
painting, rides, tombola & lots more. Bar. King George V Playing
Field. 11am-5pm. More info 700063 or
www.rspca-southcotswolds.org.uk
“Push Test” on gravestones at All Saints Churchyard, Shortwood.
Nailsworth Town Council and the PCC will conduct a simple test
to identify any potential safety hazard. Contact Town Clerk for
further info 833592.
Metamorphic Technique Holiday Workshop. Friends Meeting
House £135, including coffee, biscuits etc. Call Sam Bloomfield on
835825.
Bats & Cow Pats; National Trust. Join the warden at Woodchester
Park for a talk on bats, bat detecting in the valley & CCTV in the
Mansion. Contact Michelle Oliver on 01452 814213 to book.
10am, 2.5hrs, 1.5 miles.
Half Day Garden Visit. See Board for details. Gardening Group,
Nailsworth Society .
Blood Donor Sessions, 1.15-3.15 & 5-7 pm. The Green Man,
Forest Green Rovers. Appointments 0845 7 711 711.
Sports & Activity Week at Beaudesert Park School. Ages 4-14.
Bookings 01285 656098. www.sportsgalore.co.uk
Rambling Group, Nailsworth Society. Meet outside Library, see
notice board for time & details.
Farmers’ Market 9-1pm Mortimer Gardens.
FGR v Gravesend & Northfleet 3pm.
Cotswold Care Hospice will open its gates for its popular Summer
Fete. Loads of fun, cream teas & live music. Free parking and
admission. 2-4.30pm.
FGR v Woking 3pm.
Visit to Hanbury Hall, National Trust. Coach at 9.45am returning at
5.30pm. £15 (refund of admission charge to NT members). Arts,
Crafts & Music Group, Nailsworth Society. Contact 835540 or
832815.
Storytime for 3-5 year olds in the Library. 2-2.30pm.
‘Stage and Screen’, Michael Handy. Flower Society 7pm Town
Hall.
‘Allotments’, Mr J Looseley. Luncheon Group, Nailsworth Society.
11.30am Egypt Mill. Sign up by Tues 5h.
Mike King, West Country Comedian and The Toffs 8pm. Carol
Embrey Suite, Forest Green Stadium. £6. Ticket only, bought in
advance. Ring 01454 321694 or 07788827578.

~ LOOSE COVERS ~
~ CURTAINS ~ BLINDS ~
SOFT FURNISHINGS
For advice and estimate ring Jenny Powell
Wright Interiors ~ 01453 768899

Job Hunting?

Looking for Staff?

For all your temporary and permanent needs…

Tel: 01453 832468

SEND US YOUR CV NOW

• Sales Executive x 2
OTE £25k

• Service Manager £££ ++
• Head Receptionist £18k
• Sales Administrator £14.5k

jobs@ess-emp.co.uk
More Permanent Jobs available
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www.ess-emp.co.uk

WESTAFF has developed long term business relationships with
companies throughout the South West. To maintain this we are
constantly seeking quality applicants in the following categories:
Administrators; Accounts Personnel; Designers;
Electronic Staff ; Production Engineers;
Semi-skilled Industrial Personnel

Stroud House Russell Street Stroud GL53AN
Tel: 01453 757951 email: stroud@westaff.co.uk 8/06

