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T

his will be the last Nailsworth News until February, so as the
Christmas season arrives here is a wish list for Nailsworth in the New
Year. May the slow recovery of the economy continue until stability and
prosperity return. May our shops and other businesses, large and (mostly)
small prosper so that they can continue to serve the people of our town as
well as they have always done. May all
those with friends and relatives serving
abroad in our armed forces or support
services see their loved ones come safely
home. May those who are unemployed and
facing a hard Christmas find that jobs
become available once again. And may the
true spirit of Christmas - which is not
about shopping or gifts, it is about ‘peace
on earth, goodwill to all men’- be in all
our hearts and minds.
Thank you for your support during 2009.
All of us at the Nailsworth News wish
you a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
(The Nativity scene shown at the foot of the page was
made by John Cross, mostly out of cereal boxes!)

Nailsworth is fortunate in the
excellent musicians who sing and
play in our town, and this is never
more in evidence than during the
festive season. Pictured above is 16
-year old Greg Oxenham, who will
be the accompanist with the Christ
Church Singers for the choral
concerts Simeon and The
Hallelujah Chorus. See our centre
spread for further details.
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There are several corrections for
November. The poem In Hell was by
Isaac not James King. The Cousins
featured were descendants of the
brothers Herbert and Julian Newman,
and Betty Mills was not born Newman,
but was the wife of Professor Sidney
Newman until his death. The garage that
Margaret Goulding told us about was
run by Percival Willsher and Robert
Evans. And the Town Crier featured was
the late Vic May, not Mayer. Our
apologies to all those concerned, and
thanks to those readers who put us right.
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Nailsworthy - Geraldine Brown
Geraldine Brown
On Saturday 5th December, the Christmas musical ‘Simeon’ by
Roger Jones will be performed by St. Dominic’s Primary
School Choir together with Christ Church Ecumenical choir.
The programme will also include Handel’s ‘Hallelujah Chorus’
to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the composer’s death.
The concert will be conducted by Geraldine Brown in Christ
Church at 7 pm.
Geraldine came to Nailsworth in 1974 when she was
appointed Deputy Music Teacher at Stroud Girls High School.
She and her husband Malcolm joined Christ Church, and have
been active members ever since. Their children were also
brought up in the church, and in July this year her daughter
Andrea was married there.
In 1981, Geraldine was persuaded by Rev. Paul King to organise a choir and
instrumentalists to perform ‘A Grain of Mustard Seed,’ the story of Robert Raikes,
Founder of Sunday Schools. Other performances followed; perhaps the most significant of
these came in 1984 when the choir was augmented for a memorable visit to France, where
Geraldine conducted them in a performance of ‘Sing Good News’ in the Reformed
Church in Chartres. Special friendships made there led to the twinning of Nailsworth with
Leves, a suburb of Chartres. The choir returned to Leves in 2006 to repeat their earlier
performance, this time in the Catholic Church.
For many years, the choir had a tradition of going away for a weekend in February to
sing in a local church. One year, 102 members and friends arrived at Butlins at Bognor
Regis on a dark, wet evening. At the check-in, a large pile of keys was slid across the desk
with the cheerful greeting, ‘Here are your keys!’ ‘Yes, but which are for the 3-bedroom,
which are for the 2-bedroom, and which are for the 1-bedroom units?’ Geraldine asked. ‘I
have no idea’, said the Butlin’s man. For the next few hours, helpful choir members ran
off in the rain matching keys with rooms, until all the groups had been correctly
accommodated. Surprisingly, the choir made three return visits to Butlins.
Much of Geraldine’s life is devoted to music. She organises the Music Group that
plays at Christ Church services, arranges the music for the Vicar’s monthly services at the
Green Man, and plays the piano for the services held in Winslow House. For many years
she has played ‘cello in the Cheltenham Symphony Orchestra, and nowadays she teaches
it in six different Gloucestershire schools. Naturally she has a special affection for her
Christ Church choir. ‘Conducting this friendly and enthusiastic band of people is an
important part of my life’, she said, ‘and new members are always welcome’.

Mike Brinkworth
Are you looking for a new home?
We provide independence, security
and peace of mind
Housing 21 provides independent living for
people aged 55 or over.
Craddock Court has a range of flats for rent,
our accommodation offers 24 hour emergency
cover, the security from our Court Manager’s
service and community living.
We have a range of social activities on the
court and excellent amenities and transport
links which are close to the court.

Welding
Fabrication
Laser Profiling
Gates & Railings

To find out more call

0370 192 4564
or visit our website at
www.housing21.co.uk

Tel.

Mobile.

01453 835459

07920 446256

Views expressed in this paper are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Nailsworth News
team. We reserve the right to edit or omit any material submitted for publication. No liability is accepted for
loss or damage arising from any omission of copy or advertising. Material submitted for publication will
only be returned if accompanied by a SAE.
Nailsworth News is published and distributed entirely by volunteers, with production costs defrayed by
advertising. More volunteers are always welcome - if you would like to join the team, please get in touch
with the Editor. Contact details are on the left.

Civic matters
Chriskindl. - help is urgently needed!

The Mayor’s Tale

T

his is my last report for 2009.
Your town council is very active
and, although I'll keep this report short,
you are most welcome to come along
to one of our Town council meetings to get a sense of
the range of work in which your Town Councillors –
who all give their time voluntarily – are engaged.

Policing
A big 'thank you' to our police for their help during
the recent Remembrance Parade through town (see
photo on page 16) . They helped to control the traffic
and to give the occasion the solemnity that it
deserved. We hear that there is to be a second PC
concentrating on town in addition to the PC and two
PCSO's already allocated. This is good news and a
welcome response to previous local concerns relating
to our need for better community policing.
Cllr. Stephen Robinson last month attended a
local police neighbourhood coordination group
meeting, a major concern being anti-social behaviour
in the Forest Green area. Fifty-seven incidents had
been recorded in a six week period, which will be a
focus of action. They also discussed litter, and
speeding on Spring Hill, which Stephen will raise
with the District Council's Community Safety
section.

Energy audit
The Town Council is ever conscious of the need to
use its resources carefully, and is currently very
aware of its lead role in promoting the most efficient
use of energy that it can. It has therefore recently
arranged for an energy audit to be carried out on the
Town Hall and the Mortimer Room, and is awaiting
the report from the Severn Wye Energy Agency. We
shall then need to decide what action to take in the
light of the report's recommendations. As many
residents will know, this is often not easy in the case
of an old building.
To help local residents save both
money and CO2, the January edition of
The Fountain will contain a Home
Energy Check survey form. This is to be
completed and returned by freepost to the
Energy Savings Trust, which will then
send out a free personalised home energy
report advising on the things that can be
done to reduce bills and save on carbon
emissions. Look out for your copy. The
Council has committed itself locally to
promoting the 10:10 national campaign,

A Nailsworth Chriskindl evening in full swing

N

o Chriskindl this year… Will there be one in 2010? We hope so - but
people are going to have to pitch in and help for it to happen.
Traditionally the Chamber of Trade has organised Chriskindl on
behalf of the community, with actual work being done by a few
stalwarts; and a wonderful start to Christmas it was, for young and old.
The clear-up afterwards has always been invaluable; it meant that the
following morning there was no evidence of the previous evening’s
goings on. The town’s tradespeople happily supported the event,
recognising that it brought extra customers into the town, some to shop
on the night, others to see and return later.

Problems
However, in recent years things have gone sour. A rowdy element has
brought problems of drink, litter, petty theft and vandalism. Shop
keepers began to feel it wasn’t worth the bother, with concerns about
security taking the gilt off the added sales – a significant number didn’t
open and didn’t feel the need to support the venture. The core of
stalwarts also shrank, so that in 2008, (when changes had dramatically
reduced the problems) we had the unedifying spectacle of just three
diligent ladies tidying up, on their own, at 1 am.

Meeting - please get involved
This simply will not do. For there to be a Chriskindl in 2010 the event
is going to have to be much more broadly based. The Chamber will be
happy to share their experience of running the event but many more
hands will be needed to man the pumps.
There will be a meeting, in the Mortimer Room, at 7pm on
Tuesday January 12th. If you care about keeping Chriskindl going and
if you can see ways to get more people - including, perhaps, yourself actively involved, come along and have your say.

BRUTONS HARDWARE
Gifts Galore
in Store!

and this is the first step for us.
Season’s
’s greetings
Finally, can we sincerely wish you all a
peaceful and pleasant Christmas and a
New Year that's happy and jolly.
Norman Kay
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3 for 2 on selected items!
See our 16 page
Christmas Brochure for details.
Tel: 01453 832826 Don’t hesitate to call!

Civic matters
Forest Green Community Hall - our vision for an exciting new building

I

n 2004 an exciting idea was born – to build a
community hall on a piece of land at Forest Green
donated by Redrow. Consultations took place through
public meetings and the media, and the response was yes
please we want this to happen. Alternative designs were
produced and one chosen by the people of Nailsworth.
Quotes for costs were obtained and we were all very
excited.

Making progress
At first, nothing happened! We could not move forward
until Redrow had finished their development. Once this
was in sight, planning permission was applied for and
granted, a committee was set up comprising members of
Nailsworth Town Council and Forest Green Residents
Association, and suddenly the development of our own
Community Hall in Forest Green became a real possibility.
We have all worked hard over the past two years to create a
convincing business plan. Our efforts were rewarded by the
support of the Trustees of the estate of the late Frank
Arkell, who have committed £300,000, 50% of what we
need. We are now working together on applications to
grant-awarding organisations to bridge the gap. The Town
Council have also agreed to take out a loan. Once funding
is in place the hall could be built in 2010, needing about six
months for construction.

The new building and its uses
The new building will have space for 100 people
downstairs and 70 upstairs, with individual rooms also
available. There will be storage for regular users and a
small outdoor play area for young children. It will be eco
friendly, constructed from sustainable materials and with a
ground source heat pump, water absorbing roof and easily
maintained flooring. The walls will be fully insulated,
which will help keep running costs to a minimum.
We believe passionately that this hall is needed for our

community. All the other meeting places we could use are at the
bottom of the hill in the town centre. The list of possibilities for
our own space is endless. For instance, we will be able to:

create social events

offer IT courses and activities for children including cooking,
story time, and drama

host parties, dance movements and keep fit groups.
The building already in place is a temporary structure which is
too small, open and limited in the ways it can be used. However,
in spite of the drawbacks, over 1/3 of the available sessions are
now booked. Current users, potential user groups and individuals
are looking forward to the new community hall being in place.
The
current
Temporary
Community
Hall - ‘too
small,
open and
limited’

How can you help?
People of Forest Green, we need you to support this venture.
One way would be for you to buy a piece of the cladding for
£5. Names of the supporters will be displayed in the new
building. We also need other fund-raising ideas. The more
support given, the stronger our applications for outside grant
funding become. If we lose this opportunity it is doubtful if
it would be able to happen again in the foreseeable future.
To buy a piece of cladding please contact Linda Meletiou
at Nailsworth Town Hall.
Sally Millet, Secretary, Forest Green Residents
Association.

There is a Hearing Aid

ProfessionalTreeCare

Service at

Hedges+Lawns

Baileys Opticians

Fencing+Landscaping
GardenClearance

Free hearing tests.
Repairs to all makes.
Advice on the latest digital aids
and free 30 day trials.

7 Old Market, Nailsworth



01453 834339

Roots

17 High Street, Stonehouse
01453 823339
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01453 840853 and 01453 840324

Civic matters
Community policing in Nailsworth

I

know that comment has recently been made about how
much busier the police station has become in Nailsworth.
This has surprised some people who were under the
impression that it was closing.
The status of Nailsworth Police Station has not changed.
Yes, it is considered shut by the force, since there is no
reception cover. However, I continue to work from the station
and I am now joined by my colleagues PCSO Steve Wadley
and PC Paul Matthews who start and conclude from
Nailsworth. This is possible because a car is now based at
Nailsworth again. We expect to have been joined by another
PC by the time you read this. We hope that these changes will
make us more operationally effective, and increase our
visibility to the public and your confidence in us.

Being responsible for your own home security
Please think about the security of your home, since the nights
are now so long. There are measures you can take to make it
look less empty, such as time switches on lamps and lights if
you are home late or out in the evening. As we approach
Christmas, think about where you are storing presents in your
home. Leaving them on display is not a good idea! Whilst
there is not a problem with burglary in Nailsworth, don’t
make your home an easy target by providing either an
opportunity or a prize.

able to continue to do this. Please don’t assume we know who is
doing what in the community, because sometimes we don’t. If
you see anything suspicious, tell us and we will follow it up if we
can.
To pass on information about this or any other criminal
activity call Gloucestershire Police on 0845 090 1234 or
crimestoppers on 0500 555 111, both in confidence.

Times in the community
Below are some dates and places where Community Police plan
to be out and about, bar anything unforeseen:

01/12/09 Woodchester School area at 1500

07/12/09 Nailsworth School area 1500

16/12/09 Horsley School area 1500

18/12/09 Lawnside area 1500

08/01/10 Woodchester School area 1500

15/01/10 Nailsworth School area 1500

25/01/10 Horsley School area 1500
We will also be at Nailsworth Police Station (below) on
19/12/09, 0900 - 1200 for surgeries.

Keeping us informed
Some of you will be aware of unusual activity from us
recently. We have carried out drugs warrants as a result of
information received. We need information from you to be

Tetbury
Rocking Horses

Rocking Horse Makers and Restorers of Distinction
www.tetburyrockinghorseworks.co.uk
Telephone 01453 764 903

HANDYMAN &
MAINTENANCE SERVICES

w.p.s
woodchester plumbing services
complete bathrooms to taps, toilets,
leaks.
no call out charge, fully insured
call sam on: 01453 872717
mobile: 07814723197

Wild Garlic Restaurant

OAK LEAF SERVICES
KEVIN LEA
Routine maintenance.
Painting & decorating.
Flat pack installation.
Windows, gutters cleaned.
Fences repaired.
Smoke alarms, shelves.
Curtain poles installed.
References & Insurance.
CRB Clearance.

01453 762735
077408 54170
kevin.lea@virgin.net
www.oakleafservices.co.uk
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'High quality, local and seasonal food,
beautifully cooked in the heart of
Nailsworth. Wonderful wines and
professional service.'

3 Cossack Square
Nailsworth GL6 0DB

01453 832615

www.wildwww.wild-garlic.co.uk
info@wildinfo@wild-garlic.co.uk

Letters from readers
Dear Editor
Your correspondent questions the
wisdom of the Town Council's decision
to proceed with the Forest Green
Community Centre.
While many of the points made are
valid, it is simply untrue to say there
has been a lack of consultation. There
have been public meetings; the plans
have been displayed; there have been
articles in Nailsworth News and in The
Fountain and the Town Council (whose
meetings are open to the public) has
discussed the matter on a number of
occasions.
No one should suggest that the
decision to proceed, with its
considerable financial implications, was
an easy one, but the way in which it
was made seems to have been above
reproach. No, it was not an unanimous
decision - but it was a properly
conducted vote on a motion to proceed
which commanded a majority. That's
how democracy works.
Bill Affleck

Dear Editor
In the last Nailsworth News, Claire
Stapleton discusses wind turbines as
a power source, but under her
heading ‘Difficulties’ she fails to
mention the most important one. This
is that the highest demand for power
occurs when temperatures are very
low, but these are also times when
atmospheric pressure is high so that

Remedy Solutions
Friendly handyman for property maintenance,
plumbing and everything else you need…..

Routine Maintenance

Odd Jobs

Plumbing

Schools, Monthly
Contracts

Gardening

Guttering

Fencing

Shelving

Flat Pack Installation

No job too small

Tel. 01453 884928

Mob. 07721 365324

Email roger@mystroud.net

www.myStroud.net/roger.asp

Dear Editor
Mr. Burton’s open letter in the November
edition is in need of further comment.
We have written more fully about Glendower in
‘Stroud Life’ but there really is no room for
sentiment – this cottage needs very large sums
of money in order to save it. How can it only
need ‘further minor repairs’ when the stonework
is crumbling away almost on a daily basis? This
cottage needs a lot of attention.
Many people in Watledge believe that only
action by Stroud District Council can save this
lovely old cottage.
Carolyn & Hugh Christie

Dear Editor
I am concerned about the
proposed new housing in the
Newmarket area.
Traffic is already a major
problem and the increased number
of cars parking raises important
concerns.
Many years ago there was a
major fire in the old village. Fire
engines could NOT get there in
time and children died. This was
brought home to me recently when
my lodger's four year old son, with
a serious heart problem, needed
emergency ambulance care. The
Service was here within 5 minutes quite superb, and they did a great
job, but time was lost manoeuvring
between badly parked cars on both
sides of the lane and but for careful
arrival and reversing, there would
have been serious delays and
damage to parked cars.
Do we need more deaths?
Martin Stone

Glendower - in need of major repair?

there is no wind and the turbines are
contributing nothing to the supply.
Much better to think about water powered
turbines in the Severn Estuary. These will
provide power when it is most needed and,
unlike wind farms, dams and similar
structures can be attractive. Ask visitors to
Switzerland!
W.A. Reid

JOHN RIGLEY

CAUGHT ON CAMERA
by Martin Stone Photography

EXPERIENCED
TREE SURGEON

For all your picture needs:
weddings  children  portraiture
family events  commercial  more...

TREE FELLING
PRUNING
STUMP REMOVING
HEDGE CUTTING

FULLY INSURED
Home phone: 01453 834365

Also call me for audio/video conversion
Video to DVD or PC ~ Tape/Records to CD or MP3
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Mobile Phone: 0781 369 9626

833132 www.photographs121.co.uk
Make a call and keep it local!

Nailsworth in pictures
We’ve been out and about to find pictures of people who live, work and play in and
around Nailsworth...

1

3

2

4

(1) The Market Street traders get seasonal outside ‘Number One ‘- (2) ‘Shine on Stage’ Saturday stage
school at Stroud - (3) Raising money for Guides, Brownies and Rainbows at the Nailsworth Farmer’s
Market - (4) Morrisons’ girls show a bit of leg for Children In Need (were the boys too shy?) - (5)
Dining out at Alfreda’s - (6) More fund-raising for Children In Need, this time by Co-op staff.

5
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NAILSWORTH
ACCOUNTANCY
Accounts Completion
Tax Returns, VAT Returns
Limited Company Accounts
Payroll, Tax Advice
Very Competitive Rates
Ring for a Quote
Small Practice for Small Clients
= Small Fees
Town Hall
Nailsworth
01453 835050
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NAILSWORTH AERIAL SERVICES
(TIME SERVED ENGINEER WITH 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE)

EMBELLISH….
your life with ballet

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT SERVICE
Digital Freeview

BBC Freesat

Telephone Extensions

Extra TV Points Fitted

Storm Damage

7 Day Service

Sky Faults

OAP Discount

CONTACT:

01453 833293 or 07854 516212

Free Estimates

ballet classes for
adults and children,
group or private lessons.

Sophie Makosch
please contact me for any more information
t: +44 (0)7887 671956
e: svmakosch@yahoo.co.uk

Green shopping
The Gift of Conscience
Claire Stapleton looks for local ways to shop ethically

H

ave you done your Christmas shopping yet? Or, like me, at
least considered what to get? My thoughts extend towards eco
-friendly and ethical present buying, so I thought it might be fun to
wander around town hunting for gifts with a conscience...

One place to start might be the
shops selling vintage, old, unwanted
or unloved wares that could count as
recycled, such as all the fantastic
charity shops, Quirky’s, Keogh

Books and Mother Hubbard.
Keeping with this thought,
Bluebird
restores
lovely pieces
of furniture
and also
stocks
English made
blankets and
organic wax
candles from
sustainable
plant sources.
The
ultimate in local, handmade and natural
items can be found in Studio Works
Gallery. If you fancy something
different they have earrings made from
recycled 1960’s biscuit tins. Just
Because has gorgeous lead free pewter
spoons,
handmade
in England
and fully
recyclable.
Smellies
are often a
favourite
and there
are plenty
to choose from in town. White
Buffalo stocks Cowshed and Burts
Bees. At Essence of Design you
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will find Laidbare natural products
that support a Bangladesh village
for destitute women and children.
You could even pick up a few
aromatherapy products in the
Natural Healthcare Centre or
gift vouchers for treatments. You
might know someone who would
appreciate holistic skincare Green
Spirit
stocks Dr
Hauschka
(they also
have a
good
range of
organic
wines and
chocolates, alongside SKY
handmade cards using recycled
paper and plastic.)
For the foodies among us, you
could put together a hamper of

delights from William’s, with
their seemingly endless list of
English made fine food products,
from Christmas syrup and mulled
wine bundles to Ethical Additions
coffee. Coco has lots of organic or
fair trade chocolates including
Montezumas – made in England.
And Shiny Goddess has yummy
organic truffles and Stroudproduced gourmet mulling syrup.
For the adventure loving, why
not get a gadget fix with a wind-up
or solar powered radio, LED
flashlight, a penguin shaped torch
or mobile charger from either
Brutons or Toggs?

Recycling is for all... The Duchess of
Cornwall visits the Emmaus charity shop

If you’re thinking of buying some
clothes then Joya has some eco fibre
cardigans and hats from Braintree
Clothes. There is also a great selection in
Olivia Dell.

Armed and Gorgeous stocks funky
and stylish Aspire and Earth Squared
bags and accessories, along with reusable
shopping bags in lovely designs.

Both Starshine and Fandango stock
some really fun and unusual things from
Windhorse, an ethical trading company
inspired by Buddhist principles.
Starshine also sells Lanka Kade wooden
puzzles that my three-year-old loves!
(There are
more ethical
shopping
choices on
page 9)

Green shopping
(continued from previous page.)
In the western world, children
usually get too many presents - it
takes them until New Year’s Eve to
open them all - so it’s great to see so
many choices such as at Little People
Company, from Greenbaby clothing
and toiletries, Little Shrimp organic
clothing and sustainable sourced fun,
educational and exciting wooden toys.

Or how about the huge choice of 75%
recycled made in England Orchard
Toys jigsaws from The Little Gift
Company? The Newsagent has a few
Eco Craft kits, such as locomotive and
steamroller kit.
Stocking
fillers for all
could include
diaries and
notepads –
Pulp sell
Rosehip and
Go Stationery
either recycled
or sustainable
sourced, both
UK made.

And last but by no means least,
pets and animals are not just for
Christmas but for life, so how about
installing a rather intriguing
Butterfly Boudoir from Brutons or
hanging some bird feeders from Just
Pets?
It took me by surprise to discover
how many shops sell gifts that have
a reduced impact on the planet or are
recycled, organic, fair-trade and so
on – the list goes on and on, and I
am sure that I have still missed some
(so my apologies to any shops that
aren’t mentioned and should be).
Happy shopping!
Claire Stapleton

Good turnturn-out for orchard
The Go Grow initiated Norton Wood Community
Orchard had its first on-site working party on
November 15th with 16 helpers, including 4 children a satisfying turnout and outcome. The group agreed to
meet on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 2 pm for
subsequent working parties for 1 to 1.5 hours, everyone
welcome. The next meeting will be on December 13th.

Picking a chicken...
I have noticed that many people in
Nailsworth are getting chickens.
Whether you have 2 or 20 they are
good fun and, if treated right, produce
lots of lovely free range eggs.
However, I hear of people paying
upwards of £20 for a young hen and I
do wonder why more don’t get ‘rescue
hens’ that are cheap and so much
easier to manage. Rescue hens are excaged birds that are usually about 18
months old and will continue laying
for another 4 or 5 years. I have 10,

and in comparison with their pedigree
sisters they are
friendly and
great with
children. Often,
they will sit on
my foot or peck
my laces
whereas my
other hens
disappear into
the bushes.
There is the added satisfaction of
providing a good home to birds that

have been living in far from ideal
conditions.
If you are interested in acquiring
rescue hens try the Battery Hen
Welfare Trust website
www.bhwt.org.uk or give them a call
on 01769 580310.
Don Luke

JEM
ACCOUNTING SOLUTIONS
•Book-Keeping
•VAT Returns
•Payroll
•Management Accounts

•Dry stone walling.
•Masonry - new build and restoration.
•Traditional lime re-pointing.
•Hard landscaping - patios, steps etc.

•Sage Training

Telephone: 01453 834848
Mobile: 07971 965572

FREE ESTIMATES
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17 West End, Minchinhampton,

t: 01453 882648

Stroud, Glos, GL6 9JA

m: 07800 560448

Email: info@jem-accounting.co.uk
www.jem-accounting.co.uk

Out and about
Is there space for yet more housing? Poet’s clock to go to its home town
Concern is being expressed locally about the number of
housing developments in the Nailsworth area. For instance,
the village of Newmarket has seen a 3-fold increase in size
over the last few years, including the recent housing on
Lower Newmarket Road, the 29 new apartments east of The
George (under construction), and now the planned further 9
houses on Lower Newmarket Road.
The major points of concern for the Newmarket
development include:
 Traffic - further clogging the streets of Nailsworth and
increasing pressure on bottlenecks
 Parking - stretching facilities in both Newmarket and
Nailsworth
 Planning - the planned new housing development is on a
greenfield site and success for the developer may set a
worrying precedent
 Environmental - effect on open space and views, potential
noise and fume pollution, and erosion of rural identity.
The developer is appealing against the Planning and
Highways Department refusal of the Application (15th
December at Ebley Mill Council Offices). A petition has
been organised for those wishing to oppose the plans, and
there has already been a public protest to show the strength
of feeling - see the photograph below.

Inscription on the clock
The late WH Davies was featured in last month’s Nailsworth
News, and a letter on page 6 of this edition continues the debate
about his run-down Nailsworth house ‘Glendower’. However,
there is another local story connected with him,
this one with a happy ending.
In 1930, the poet was presented with a
mahogany grandmother clock at a civic
ceremony in Newport. It was supplied by the
firm of Pleasance and Harper Ltd. After
consultations with Newport City museum staff
and the Stroud Museum in the Park, the clock
has been beautifully restored by Keith Harding
at his Mechanical Music workshops in
Northleach. It will soon be moved to the
Council Chamber at Nailsworth, where for a
short while it will be able to be seen by
individuals and societies, by arrangement with
the Town Clerk or Archivist (telephone
833592).
Norman Phillips, the great nephew of
WHD, wishes to have the clock returned to
Newport for permanent display. A civic handing
over ceremony will take place at Nailsworth
Town Hall on January 12th 2010. The Mayor
and Mayoress of Newport City Council have
graciously agreed to be in attendance with
Nailsworth’s Deputy Mayor, Steve Robinson.

I have 23 years
experience as a
Professional
Photographer
working for Regional,
National & Local
Newspapers.

8 Wheelwrights Corner, Old Market,
Nailsworth GL6 0DB
Your local Chartered Accountants

Independent Estate Agents
Residential Sales and Lettings
14 Fountain Street,
Nailsworth

3 London Road,
Stroud

Sales: 01453 833747
Lettings: 01453 833847
nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk

Sales: 01453 766333
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stroud@peterjoy.co.uk

• Weddings
• Corporate
• Public Relations
•Advertising & Commercial
Please call or email for
a no obligation quote.
I'm looking forward to hearing from you.
Clint
01453 833848 07810 638175
randall.clint@gmail.com
www.pixelphotography.co.uk

We would be delighted to help you with all your
accountancy and taxation needs.
See our website for full details:
www.suttondipple.co.uk
*DON’T FORGET*
31st October 2009 is HMRC deadline for submitting
PERSONAL TAX RETURNS on paper
and 31st January 2010 for returns on-line.

Free initial consultation
Telephone: 01453 833060 Fax: 01453 833070
E-mail: info@suttondipple.co.uk

Out and about
Nailsworth Notes

Snowplough update - success to date

o you remember when roads actually went
somewhere? You got onto them and you knew
where you were going. Even the names - ‘Bath Road’,
‘Gloucester Street’ or ‘Newmarket Road’ - gave you a clue.
Nowadays though, roads, bypasses and motorways are
built to avoid rather than link towns and villages. The result
is that we drive along them insulated in our metal boxes
and make contact with nobody (please note that making
contact with anybody on the motorway is not a good
idea!).
However, with our Cycle and Pedestrian Track
Nailsworth has the antidote to this isolationist trend. Rarely
do we walk along it without meeting other people, and in
the ‘rush hour’ it is a positive hot-bed of friendly (well,
mostly friendly) exchanges.
There are the runners; ranging from the last-gasp
shufflers to our own Olympic athlete. Meandering dog
walkers with their wayward pets are dodged by speeding
cyclists who sometimes ring their bells. Children and
parents walk or cycle to school and nursery and everyone
exchanges at least a nod and a smile of recognition.
There are people we know by name and those for whom
we make up names, complimentary or otherwise: ‘the
woman with the lovely smile’, ‘the black widow’, ‘the
reading dog-walker’ and ‘the cheery cyclist’ who always
suggests a bottle of whisky and a cheese sandwich.
So why do we speak, smile, stop and talk?
Because this is Nailsworth: and because we can.
Jenny Barnett

After last month’s article on preparing for snowy winters Peter
Starkiss, Nailsworth’s new Snow Warden, is pleased to report that he
has located one snow plough and importantly, a driver.
Apparently there were a number of snow plough attachments
some time ago distributed around local farms, Peter is on a quest to
locate these and has asked that if any readers from Barton Hill or
Lower Lutheridge have useful information, they will contact him.
There is a plan coming together on road clearance, which is good
news. However, this is currently dependent on one person. Farms are
the most likely source of further help - anything with big wheels and
a bucket would
shift snow. So
could any
farmers
reading who
are prepared to
do a good deed
for the town if
the weather
turns bleak,
Cars struggling through heavy snow in early 2009
please call
(detail from photograph by Jonathan Duckworth).
Peter on
834652 or
email pstarkiss@aol.com.

D

Yo ho ho!
We are sure that our much respected and
hardworking Town Crier won’t mind this anecdote.
Recently he was seen out and about supporting
Nailsworth events by a man who was in the company
of a small grandson. The boy took a good look,
turned to his grandfather and said ‘Ooo look Granddad. Pirates!’

Free counselling sessions
Christoph, who is in his second year of psychophonetics
training, has already found 2 clients through this paper but is
looking for others. Through empathy and challenge, his client
-centered approach leads to strengthening the choice-maker in
each person. Come with an issue!
Simon & Dan wish all their customers
a happy Xmas
and a prosperous 2010.

Jo’s Dog Walking Services
Hectic life? Not enough hours
in the day? Let me help!
I offer a flexible, reliable
Dog Walking Service,

personalised to your
own Pet’s needs.
Fully
ully insured.
Home visits & Dog Sitting
services also available.
Please visit:
www.josdogwalkingservices.co.uk

Or call Jo on :
07866 702465 / 01453 756141

picture
framers
w
Ne

ReadyReady-made frames
available from November

GO THROUGH THE WROUGHT IRON
GATE IN MORRISONS CAR PARK

Wide selection of mouldings
Wide range of framing solutions
Overmantel and bespoke mirrors
Oil- and water-gilding and repair
Discounts for two or more frames

Meaco Woodwork Ltd
unit 41a
nailsworth mills estate
nailsworth, stroud, gl6 0an
MANUFACTURE & DESIGN OF TAILOR-MADE &
BATCH-PRODUCTION WOOD-BASED SOLUTIONS

01453 836134
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Ready to put up the Xmas lights?
Can you be certain that your fuse board
is offering YOU the right protection?
Don't take the risk! Ask us for a FREE
visual inspection now!
We will offer you the advice you need to
make an informed decision about the
safety of your electrical installation at a
time when people take it for granted that
their festive lighting is safe.
For December only – ALL readers of
Nailsworth News will receive a 50%
discount on installation of smoke
detectors. Call us now for a quote.

Enjoy the festive season,
please don't become a victim
of old and inadequate wiring.
Call Simon on 834323 / 0777 3333061
All work insured and Part P compliant

Out and about
A local mystery

Are they barking mad?

Still on the subject of trees, we can’t resist putting
Pictured below is The Magic Tree,
which is situated opposite The George in a few lines about The Dogwalker’s tree, even
though it is nearer Stroud than Nailsworth.
Inn in Newmarket. It’s a fine
Situated on the side of Rodborough Common, this
specimen - but does anyone know
small and rather scrubby tree is undistinguished
why it is called this and what its
for most of the year, but is transformed in the
history is? If you are in the area, you
festive season when it becomes festooned with
could sit outside the pub with a glass
seasonal cards, messages and decorations from the
of your favourite tipple, contemplate
many dogs that visit the place on their daily walk
its beauty and ponder awhile. (WH
(it is rumoured that their owners help with writing
Davies would have approved.)
If you hold the key to this mystery, the cards, but we find that hard to believe.)
If you have never seen this tree it is worth getting your boots on and going up
please do get in touch.
for a look over Christmas. The view is wonderful too.

Town Council signs up to 10:10 initiative

I

On November 17th 2009
Nailsworth Town Council signed
up to the 10:10 initiative, which is
a pledge to cut 10% of carbon
emissions during 2010.

Creating the kitchen of your dreams

. . . at truly affordable prices.

n one way, it was just another item
on the already crowded agenda of
the last Town Council. The
Councillors, (who have my
admiration for the long unpaid hours
that they spend undertaking public
business at such meetings when most
other people are relaxing at home),
had a lot of business to get through,
and this proposal did not take up
much time - no-one spoke against,
and a vote was only formally needed.
There seemed strong recognition
that we all - individuals, groups,
organisations, public bodies,
government agencies - need to play
our part in the global move to reduce
our carbon emissions. Yes,
Nailsworth is only a very small
player. But the world is full of very
small players; each one is needed.

Councillors discussed the next
steps. They are already exploring ways
to meet the pledge they have given; as
the Mayor points out on page 3 their
buildings are old and difficult to
change, so this will need work. They
also want to influence the rest of us to
follow their example. Maybe that can
also work the other way around?
There are individuals and
organisations in the town already
strongly committed to the use of
sustainable energy sources, which
makes them well placed to provide
advice and demonstrate good practice.
Early days, then - but the right
decision. It certainly influenced me.
After the meeting, I found the national
10:10 website and signed up myself.
Jo Lloyd

THE WHITE PRACTICE
Nailsworth Osteopathic Clinic
Conditions inc:
-Back pain
-Neck pain
-Sciatica
-Headaches
-Disc injury
-Trapped nerve
-Sports injuries

Pregnancy:
-Pelvic, back pain
-Sciatica
Babies / children:
-Colic
-Feeding problems
-Birth strains
-Irritability

YS
A
D
R
TU
A
S
N
O Street
14
Market
N
E
P
O
Nailsworth
NOW
TEL: 01453 832515

The complete service from an established
family business. With an envied reputation for
quality and service at pleasing prices.
All approved by ‘The Kitchen Specialists’ Association’.

www.thewhitepractice.co.uk

CURTAINS ~ BLINDS ~ SOFT FURNISHINGS
LOOSE COVERS ~ REUPHOLSTERY SERVICE

01453 833910
HO & Design Studio: 2 Market St, Nailsworth, GL6 0BZ
Showroom: The Old Art Gallery, Market St, Nailsworth GL6 0BX

www.cotswoldkitchens.co.uk
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For advice and estimate ring Jenny Powell
Wright Interiors ~ 01453 768899

Out and about
Local Hero

Raising money to help find a cure for diabetes
Joanna Jeffery has been in touch to tell us about her
brother James, who will be running the London
Marathon in 2010 (26miles / 41.8 km) for the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF). Jo’s daughter
Emily (pictured) was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes at
11 months old, which means that she will be insulin
dependent for the rest of her life. However, insulin isn't
a cure; it is life support. The JDRF, which was founded
by a small group of parents of children with type 1
diabetes, exists to find a cure, something that Jo and
her family are very keen to support. You can sponsor
James by visiting his web page at
www.justgiving.com/James-Jeffery. Or if you have any questions please feel
contact him on 07779 608698.

You can make a difference to a family
in your community
Home-Start Stroud & Dursley is a group of more than 40 parent
volunteers working to support parents in the Stroud area who are
struggling to cope with events such as post-natal illness, disability,
bereavement, the illness of a parent or child, or social isolation. The
group is now seeking to recruit further male and female volunteers with parenting
experience, to support families with pre-school children for 2 to 3 hours each week.
Of the 70 or so annual referrals to Home-Start, typically 12 come from Nailsworth
(they are usually put forward by the health visiting team at Prices Mill). Home-Start
recruits many volunteers who live in or around the town; for instance, 3 Nailsworth
volunteers are currently attending a course that is being run at the Forest Green
Community Centre. All volunteers receive training, for which expenses are paid. The
next training course will start on 21st January 2010 and will be held in Dursley. For
more information please call 759911, or visit www.homestartsd.org.

‘In the season of
goodwill and
cheer, this
young man has
it throughout the
year!’ (the
festive season
has brought out
a poetic streak
here at the Nailsworth News...) Lee
Goodfield is this month’s Hero. As a
shop assistant he is chatty, cheeky
but polite with it and brings a smile
to everyone’s face. The till always
seems to break down when our
reporter Martin appears, but Lee
makes sure it is never a serious issue.
Do you know any more stars like
Lee in town? Contact us!

NIGGLESWORTH
It’s a great idea to have the opening
hours displayed at Nailsworth Police
Station. But they are STROUD
opening hours - not very helpful for
someone who wants to call in at the
local station. Could we have Nailsworth
open hours as well please?

A little festive cheer: we all care about our carbon footprint and, it seems, you can do wonders for it by
better managing the wine left un-drunk in the bottle. Don’t tip it down the sink - apparently we do to the
extent of £470million worth each year – but blend it into soups. Or, we suppose, you could just drink it…

Bob Court Engineering Services
 Boiler servicing
 Electrical work
 Landlord’s certificates
Fully qualified, reliable service
0797 181 4017 or 01453 833291

NMC

THE COMPLETE DECORATING SERVICE

Painting & decorating undertaken
by a dedicated female team

Car Servicing Specialists

Nailsworth MOT Centre
Book MOTs online at
www.nailsworthmotcentre.co.uk
Tel: 01453 836816
Unit 6, Inchbrook Trading Estate, Bath Road, Woodchester, Stroud GL5 5EY
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Advice on colours and soft furnishings
Suppliers of fabrics, flooring & accessories
Inside Out offers practical & affordable
interior solutions

Jane

Fiona

01285 760137

01249 783636

07766 712066

07909 542990

Tis the Nailsworth season to be jolly...

F

orget about the bleak midwinter, it will soon be Christmas! Keep
warm with mulled wine and minced pies. Sing all your favourite
seasonal songs and listen to our local choirs singing them even better.
Support the town’s excellent local traders when you do your shopping.
And best of all, spend time over the holiday season with the people
who matter in your life.

Thursday late night
shopping

‘Just Because’, in Market Street, gets seasonal

Don’t forget Late Night shopping every
Thursday in Market Street throughout
December as laid on by the Market Street
Traders. Have an old-fashioned Christmas
shopping evening with a ‘lovely happy
family atmosphere.’ Attractions will include
live music, shops and cafes with seasonal
fare, and loads of stalls with a superb range
of Christmas gifts, foods and more.

Father Christmas, The
Nailsworth Band, and
Christmas Cheer!
Fiona and Jo of the (famous) Newmarket Fete
have risen to the challenge again (since there is no
Nailsworth Christkindl this year) and are putting on
the Newmarket Christmas Market at The George
Inn on Sunday 13 December from 4.30 pm to 7 pm.
Father Christmas will be there. The Nailsworth
Silver Band will play our favourite carols,
Nailsworth Market Traders will be open, and there
will be arts, crafts, home produce and other goodies. The
pub will be doing business as usual, and also welcoming you with mulled
wine. Parking will be free throughout the area. And when it is all over,
The Honeymoon Trio (see page 26) will be playing all evening to
accompany the excellent curry menu in the pub (it is advisable to book
for that, ring 833128.)
For more information about the market call 835589 (evenings), pop in
to see Nigel at Alfreda’s, or visit newmarketfete@aol.co.uk.

Snow!
We had the real thing in early 2009. The other picture
shows ‘Snow Business’ at the 2005 Chriskindl evening.
That cannon-like machine shot white flakes into the air
in a huge flurry, children loved it!
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Ding Dong Merrily on High!

For those for whom
Christmas is most of
all a time to worship
and give thanks,
Nailsworth is blessed
with many faith
groups and also some
fine churches.
Christmas service
times are listed on
page 27.

Photograph by courtesy of Jonathan Duckworth

‘When peaceful silence
lay over all, and night
had run over half her
swift course, your all
powerful Word, O
Lord, leaped down
from heaven.’ (words
inside an old
Christmas card). Each
Christmas we are
given the opportunity
to become immersed in
such a mystery – that
for love the Eternal
leaps down and allows
himself to become
subject to the temporal.
(Fr. Bill Watson – see
full article on page
16.)

Our children,
through nativity plays, carol and
Christingle services, know that Jesus
is ‘the reason for the season’ and that
without him there would be no
Christmas. I find it quite amazing
that God should love us so much that
He sent his Son to live with us and
sacrifice his life for us.
(The Rev. Stephen Earley – see full
article on page 16.)

Music for Christmas
The Christ Church Singers will start the season with a choral concert in Christ Church, Newmarket
Road on Saturday 7th December at 7.00 pm. They will be performing Simeon (with St. Dominic’s
Primary School Choir) and The Hallelujah Chorus. Entrance is free and refreshments will be
available. Geraldine Brown (Music Director - see page 2) conducts and Greg Oxenham will be on
the piano. 16-year old Greg has been accompanying the Choir for a long time. He is studying A levels
at Pate’s Grammar School – science topics as well as music. As an
accomplished saxophonist, Greg plays in many Stroud bands and
orchestras including Stroud Area Youth Orchestra and Gloucestershire
Youth Wind Orchestra.

Christmas Eve at
Christ Church

Festival of Lights
This is not only a holy time for
Christians. Judaism celebrates
Chanukah, the eight-day Jewish holiday
commemorating the rededication of the
Temple of Jerusalem in 165 BC. It will
begin at sundown on 11th December. See page 26 for
details of Kali Lavine’s community and family
oriented workshop to celebrate this time.
15
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Once again the church will be
lit by Christmas tree lights
only, so a small torch will be
useful. As part of our Family
Service we will be assembling
a crib scene, elements of
which will be 'live'. So why
not come dressed as a
shepherd, a wise man, or one
of the animals from the stable
and help us create a living
nativity scene? Margaret
Marshall 834996.

Faith and service
Rev. Stephen Earley writes:
‘The reason for the season’

Fr. Bill Watson reflects:
‘Now is the Time’

he ads starting appearing in September, aiming to sell to
children the idea of all the various ‘must-have’ toys that
they would pester their poor (they soon will be poor!) parents
to buy them for Christmas. The prices of some of the stuff
advertised is mind boggling! Just in case the heavy hints have
not been heard, a letter to Santa up the chimney makes the
wish-list clear. On the day itself, parents have to be alert as
children rip off the wrapping paper at speed and note who sent
what so that thanks can be given. A child’s self-penned thankyou note, with all its spelling mistakes, is one of the special
ingredients of Christmas.
Yet our children, through nativity plays, carol and
Chriskindl services, know that Jesus is ‘the reason for the
season’ and that without him there would be no Christmas. I
find it quite amazing that God should love us so much that He
sent His Son to live with us and sacrifice his life for us. I
always look forward to the Christmas services, and the best
gift I receive each year is to see the churches in our town filled
with people of all ages giving thanks for the gift through the
singing of much-loved carols. Going to church is our way of
saying ‘thank you’ to God for his gift, and our presence
delights Him.
I look forward to seeing lots of you, and wish everyone a
wonderful happy Christmas and a peaceful and joy-filled New
Year.
(See page 27 for details of church services over the Christmas
season.)

here is, in the passage of time, a fascination for me!
Whether it is something that comes with priesthood or
advancing years, I am not sure. I think I was, even as a boy
intrigued by the seasons, the way each had its particular appeal.
I soon homed in on autumn as my favourite, with its gentle
slowing-down and its element of melancholy, colour and
fruitfulness before the dark mysterious winter!
Even now, I like to hear the ticking of an old clock, and
enjoy the way that tending for a garden brings me very close to
nature’s endless cycle. I have an old gardening book that is all
the more fascinating because of the illustrations that show the
year’s passing in the background. Unfortunately, later reprints
have cropped the backgrounds – the gardener’s cottage caught
in the long light of a winter’s afternoon as he demonstrates
‘how to dig’ is no longer visible.
I have now been given the pastoral care of two parishes.
After seven years as parish priest of St. Joseph’s at Stonehouse,
The Annunciation, Woodchester comes into my care too.
Someone has asked, ‘Does Fr. Bill know what he is
undertaking?’ I have never dared put that question to myself,
and would rather leave the answer to the angels! But there is
work to begin – now, a new garden of souls to tend (where my
predecessors have done all the digging!)
It seems to me, whatever your favourite season, Now is the
Time, all the time! God IS, and we can become caught up in
the eternal Now if we want to. I have kept an old Christmas
card because it says, quite simply, ‘When peaceful silence lay
over all, and night had run over half her swift course, your all
powerful Word, O Lord, leaped down from heaven.’ Each
Christmas we are given the opportunity to become immersed
in such a mystery - that for love the Eternal leaps down and
allows himself to become subject to the temporal. As St. Leo
the Great put it, ‘Lowliness was taken by majesty, weakness by
strength, mortality by eternity’.
Did Our Lord know what He was undertaking? Did the
Blessed Virgin Mary? Most certainly YES!
For God, Now is the Time! His love is eternal.
May your time be especially blessed this Christmas.

T

The Stuart Singers get seasonal

T

Choral singing is always popular at this time of year, and the
Minchinhampton-based Stuart Singers (above) will be raising
money for charity as well as providing enjoyment. This season
they will be performing on Friday and Saturday 11th and 12th
December 2009 at Holy Trinity at 7.30 pm each evening. During
that weekend,donations will be made to Holy Trinity Church
(for a project to be announced), Minchinhampton Market House
Refurbishment fund, The Beresford Group and St Roses School
(SMILE Appeal). Tickets are available from Marjorie Russell on
886282. For more information please visit
www.stuartsingers.com.

The
Nailsworth China Shop
Open Sunday in December
11.00 am to 4.00 pm tel 834704
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Honouring the fallen
at Nailsworth’s
Remembrance Day
parade and service
in November, led by
Nailsworth Silver
Band and the local
branch of the
British Legion.

Schools
St. Dominics

W

e are now getting to that exciting part of the
autumn term when the new intake have settled
and become ‘old hands at the game’ and the whole
community is beginning to think about Christmas
festivities.
It has been an incredibly busy term so far with a lot of
training courses for the teachers to attend. The children
have also been out on trips; Yr 1 and 2 to the Folk
Museum in Gloucester to take part in a Victorian Wash
day (it must be a sign of old age when you begin teaching
the children about things you remember as a child!) and
Year 3 and 4 out to a ‘sing up’ workshop at Nailsworth
School. That is not to mention all the sporting activities
that have taken
place – mostly
after school,
thankfully.
So what is still
to come this term?
We are very
excited that we
have been successful in booking the Bristol Old Vic
Theatre School to perform their version of the Nativity
story. This is a bit like getting tickets for Glastonbury
festival – as soon as the booking office opens it can be all
sold out by midday- so it makes it all the more special this
year that we can offer this wonderful experience to the
children.
We will also have our usual trip to the pantomime in
Cheltenham. This is the only activity that the whole school
community does together and is of course enjoyed by all
(even those adults who are not ‘into’ pantomime can’t fail
to enjoy the reaction of the children).
We are busy resubmitting our silver arts mark
accreditation. This has to be renewed every three years and
we are optimistic that we will experience success in the
next round. Hopefully I will be able to share good news in
my next report.
The choir is busy preparing for
Christmas. This year they will be
performing at Woodchester Mansion
on Sunday 13th and taking part in the
ecumenical production ‘Simeon’ at
Christchurch on 5th December at 7.00
pm. as well as all the usual events
within the community.
The School and Parish Bazaar will
take place on Saturday December 5th
from 12:30 until 3:00 pm. Please come
along and enjoy listening to the chime
bar group playing Christmas music,
purchase gifts from the stalls and
maybe treat yourself to a lovely lunch
of home made soup or filled jacket
potato etc.
I would like to wish all readers a
wonderful Christmas and a peaceful
New Year.
Margaret Smith, Head Teacher
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Horsley School

W

ith Christmas fast approaching, the Infants at
Horsley School are busy preparing for their
Nativity production – Babushka – which will be
performed in St Martins Church, Horsley on Tuesday
15th December and Wednesday 16th December. As is the
school
tradition,
the Tuesday
matinee
production
will be
preceded by
a festive
lunch,
prepared
Izzy, Ellie & Isla in their roman outfits
and served
by Class 4 for senior citizens of the parish.
Children have been absorbed in their term topics, with
Class 3 studying the Romans, including visits to
Chedworth Roman Villa and Cirencester’s Corinium
Museum. Class 4 have been learning about the Ancient
Greeks and recently visited the British Museum in
London to enjoy a workshop on Ancient Athens and view
the artefacts on show. Their Greek studies will culminate
in a spectacular Greek Feast with children and adults
attending in costume and enjoying art and craft activities,
followed by an authentic feast based on food eaten at the
time.
Whilst in London, the children also viewed the
original Renoir ‘Umbrellas’ painting which was the focus
for Take One Picture week and which is now being used
by the children as a starting point for our very own garden
to be designed and created at Painswick’s Rococo
Gardens with Paul Hervey-Brooks, apprentice to TV’s
Chris Beardshaw.

Schools
Nailsworth Primary woolgathering?

a lady called Betty who was a wool
weaver. The next step was meeting a
man called Peter Playne, the owner of
hildren in phase two at Nailsworth Dunkirk Mill, who had installed a ten
Primary recently had fun getting
watt steam engine to provide power.
to grips with the world of wool.
The quest continued. The children
Norman Kay brought a sheep to
were introduced to Richard. He taught
school so that pupils could learn more
them how to colour dye using henna,
about sheep and wool. Called Blizzard, onion skins, blackberries, tea bags and
the animal was a 3-year-old Cotswold
red cabbage. According to Richard, if
sheep with a very furry coat.
you put vinegar in red cabbage the
According to Mr. Kay ‘It takes two
water turns pinkish and that helps to
minutes to shear a sheep using an
dye the wool. The children were
electric shearer’. One enthusiastic
amazed when the water changed colour
student, Alex Howley, was astounded by as described.
this and commented ‘I thought it would
The journey continued, with two
take half an hour to shear a whole
ladies called Annie and Marie-Anne
sheep’. Harry, Mae and Holly agreed,
explaining how wool is spun. This is
adding ‘We are amazed!’
first done around a wheel called the
The adventures of learning about
bobbin and then followed by the niddy
wool continued further afield. The
noddy, where the wool travels in a
students visited Ebley Mill and the
pattern which goes up, down and
Museum In The Park, where they met around.

C

Rebecca Phillips knits with Mrs Marshall

Polperro, Cornwall

Nailsworth salutes its YOUNG heroes
Ella (6), Natasha (8) and Ruby (8) from Nailsworth Primary School
(pictured below) recently decided that enough was enough over the litter
and junk left in their playground (the MUGA site off Barnfield road).
Armed with litter picking gear, they went to work on the problem and had
soon filled a large bin liner with sweet papers, cans and other rubbish.
‘We wanted to clean up the
area so that we could play!”
was the excellent reason
they gave. Margaret
Marshall (MUGA)
rewarded them with
lollipops and a certificate
each for their achievements,
and we would like to add
our own applause. Thank
you, girls!

Holiday Cottage to Rent
Christmas or New Year £495 - up to
6 people:otherwise £295 per week
For a brochure, telephone 01453 832491
www.Polhaven.co.uk

Any aspect
of exterior work
& garden design
Hard Landscaping Specialists
A trustworthy quality service

STEVEN BARKER
07890 266801 / 01453 750724

www.revolandscapes.co.uk
The Steppes
Residential
Care Home

EMS Pain Relief Sanctuary
Drug-free and non-invasive treatments
Do you experience back or joint pain?
Do you have a long term health problem?
Are you suffering a sports related injury?

Est 1981

To book a FREE consultation contact
Susanna on 01453 836230, or 07867 934677
At EMS Pain Relief Sanctuary Clinic
On the A46 Bath Road opposite the Nailsworth Boys Club, just up from The Village Pub.

Arthritis
Sports Injuries

Depression
Parkinson’s

ME
MS

Back Pain
Anxiety

De-Stress Massage
MLD Treatment

Osteoporosis

Muscle Injuries

Asthma

Eczema

Reflexology
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The adventure didn’t stop there.
Penny and Jane came to teach the
students felting. And finally, the art of
knitting was tackled with Mrs.
Marshall and her marvellous gang!

A small, warm and friendly care home for
the elderly, in a peaceful corner of Cossack
Square. With trained care staff giving
around the clock personal care, we
endeavour to meet our residents’ needs and
ensure their happiness.
For a brochure or to arrange a visit, please
telephone Mrs Jo Smith 01453 832406

Minding our own Business
Bill Affleck’s roundup of business news
The shop's bookmarks carry a quote
so you'll find more here that relates to you
Books for Christmas
As we mentioned last month the
Yellow-Lighted Bookshop at the
bottom of Market Street is now very
much up and running. Hereward
Corbett (proprietor) and his staff
have been thrilled with the support
from Nailsworth folk over the
opening of this valuable resource.
The bookshop sells all new titles
on all sort of subjects, has a superb
children’s section and customer order
service, sells and redeems book
tokens and more. Please call in and
see what is on offer.
Asked why people should not go to
Amazon etc., the answer was simple,
‘We're here! We choose our stock to
reflect what people in Nailsworth buy -

than you ever will online. You can
actually see what you are getting for your
money, the quality, shape, size and feel of
the book, and so on. We're just as quick as
Amazon, and, when you take postage into
account, generally cheaper. And finally money spent with us gets spent in and
around
Nailsworth and
Stroud - it
doesn't
disappear off to
America!’
Hereward
Corbett and
Louise Ineson
display some
of their stock.

Local restaurant is praised
Wild Garlic, the restaurant on Cossack Square, reached the grand old age of 2 on
the 16th of November. It's been a great year for Wild Garlic - a particular
highlight was being voted by readers of Cotswold Life as one of three finalists for
'Cotswold Life Restaurant of the year'. Sadly they just missed out on the
award, but the judges said: ‘Quality, taste and care for customers were three
elements that distinguished Wild Garlic for the judges. From the moment you
ring to book a table to the time when you leave - eminently satisfied - there is
unobtrusive but solicitous service of the highest order. The menu is full of local,
items, the dishes are imaginative, the prices reasonable and the amounts enough
to leave you perfectly satisfied. The desserts were especially good. Our judges
had an altogether lovely experience.’
During December, the restaurant is
opening on Tuesdays as well as its
normal times, and the Christmas menu
is
available now. After some
refurbishment during a two week
closure in January they are planning
some new and exciting developments
for 2010. Contact Hannah Beardshall
on 07545 131627 or 832615, or visit
the website www.wild-garlic.co.uk.
A great year for the Wild Garlic team

from Vincent van Gogh - ‘So often, a visit
to a bookshop has cheered me and
reminded me that there are good things in
the world’ - and that says it all.
Open: Monday to Saturday 9(ish) - 5 (ish)
pm. Call 832555 or nailsworth@yellowlightedbookshop.co.uk.

Helping to sell your home
Paul Andritt, the
manager of
Nailsworth’s Perry
Bishop and Chambers
advises us that their
associated surveyors
are already introducing
a new HomeBuyer
Report. The new report
is designed to help the
surveyor produce
professional, value-added, compliant
reports, complete with the mandatory
Energy Performance Rating and clear
condition ratings. It reflects changes in
the home buying and selling process and
is concise and user-friendly. The report
details essential findings from previous
surveys, as well as highlighting issues for
legal advisors and identifying risks and
hazards of the property such as structural
movement, damp and timber defects three major concerns that purchasers
have. It also provides the surveyor's
opinion of the current market value, and
an insurance assessment. The new report
format will be required by the RICS from
January 1st 2010.

Need a plumber?







All work insured and
guaranteed
City & Guilds qualified
Competitive rates
Friendly and reliable service
No call out charges
No job too small

All types of plumbing work undertaken

the green man
plumbing
Please contact Simon Johnson
for a free quotation
07745 998530 - 01453 835666
enquiries@thegreenmanplumbing.co.uk
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Minding our own Business
Learning how to save - young!
Nailsworth Primary School is apparently
the only school in the country where the
Stroud and Swindon Building Society
have a weekly school savings scheme,
which has now been running for 10 years.
Staff attend the school on Thursday
mornings to encourage children to save
their pocket money (or some of it!) each
week. There are two accounts affiliated to
the school, and every year 1% of the total
balances held in them is donated to the
Parent Teacher Association. Anyone can
Head Teacher Vince Southcott with Stroud
open one of these accounts to help the
& Swindon staff and a group of pupils
school. For further information please call
into the Nailsworth Branch on Fountain Street and speak to a member of staff.

Pain correction and
performance optimisation
Gary Ward has
recently joined
forces with Nick
White of the White
Practice
Osteopathic Clinic
in Nailsworth. Gary
specialises in a technique called
Anatomy in Motion which uses
observation and measurement of how
we move to analyse and correct a range
of joint and muscle pain. The techniques
can also be used to optimise your bodily
performance in sports like running golf
or skiing. Call Garry on 07974 234363,
or visit the website
www.anatomyinmotion.org.

Help Stroud and Swindon
staff to choose a charity
During the first week in December the
Building Society will be holding a
‘Bring and Buy’ Book Sale, all
proceeds to go to the Cotswold Care
Hospice. Also on Friday 11th December
there will be a branch coffee morning; all
proceeds from that will go to the
Meningitis Trust, which has been the
branch charity for 2009. The team will
be looking for a new local charity to
support for 2010 so please share your
knowledge to help them choose their
next worthy cause.
Contact Jackie Harris, Branch
Manager on 833777

Other business news
If you are interested in the gum nut baby stories or just
pining for Oz, Judi Jackson of Rivers Gallery is
showing Shimara Carlow’s work over the Christmas
period; lovely silver jewellery, some oxidised, some with
18ct gold also beautiful little gum nut pots in silver and
fine gold.
Rebecca Black, having divided her time between
Venus Vintage Boutique here in Nailsworth and her
shop in Stroud, has closed the Nailsworth shop and is
now to be found at Strangeness and Charm in Stroud.
Rivers Gallery

There is no word of what will happen to the Threshers shop in Old Market.
The group which owns the Threshers chain and other off-licence business is in
receivership. It is to be hoped that our branch will be sold as a going concern,
but this is a worrying time for the staff. The shop is still very much in business
at the time of writing though, and there are some great bargains to be had.

Jacaranda Flowers
of Nailsworth
We offer clear and practical advice
for all your legal needs.

◦ Conveyancing ◦
◦ Wills & Probate ◦ Family ◦
◦ Commercial & Company ◦
◦ Crime ◦ Motoring Offences ◦
◦ Accidents & Diseases ◦
◦ Dispute Resolution ◦
◦ Employment

Your local florist,
for all occasions

5a Fountain Street
Nailsworth
GL6 0BL

www.aeswinterbothams.com
3/7 Rowcroft,
Stroud
01453 847200
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Cossack Square,
Nailsworth
01453 832566

Tel: 01453 836714

Minding our own Business
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(We’ve done our best, but we can’t get every single shop in Nailsworth into this collage - sorry!)

1 Market Street,
Nailsworth
LADIES CLOTHES and ACCESSORIES
For all your Christmas presents - Italian
scarves and gloves, beautiful jewellery,
leggings, Ladies and Men's Watches,
belts and lots more.
Late night opening on the 3rd, 10th and
17th.

Tel 01453-832878
fionahodges@aol.com

A B Carpentry
Kitchen design and installation
Tiling and flooring
Fully fitted bedrooms
All carpentry work undertaken
City and Guilds - 22 years experience
Free quotations
Tel 01453 752011 or 07740 951171

www.numberoneshop.co.uk

DENWORTH CARPETS
CARPETS LAMINATES
VINYLS BLINDS
SUPPLIED AND FITTED
Free fitting on supplied material
Personal attention, no contract fitters
Free advice on all material
Patterns to the comfort of your home
NO V.A.T CHARGE
Phone & ask for Dennis

01453 832913 eve
07971 105420 day
Over 30 years experience
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Youth matters - by Mike Kilcooley
The Unconventional Christmas

C

hristmas, it
seems, has
become
conventional;
boring, mundane
and predictable.
The lights and toys fill the streets and
shops from September, people
complain about how much earlier
Christmas seems to appear each year
and shops cash in on the competition
between parents to get their little
darling a better gift than everyone
else in the class.
But is this really true? It seems
that through all this moaning and
groaning, people are missing the notso-clichéd ‘meaning’ of Christmas.
Sometimes, it is not so obvious as we
think. My own family has had our fair
share of what you might call
‘unconventional’ Christmases. Yes,
there is always a tree, there is always
a turkey, there is always the Radio
Times open on the ‘December 25th’
page so that we may choose which
film is most apt and pretend that we
wouldn’t all rather be slouching in
front of the TV. However, for us each

Mark Kelly
Plumbing
& Bathrooms

year there is a marked difference. For
instance, two years ago a Thai lady
named Om suddenly moved in with
us only a few days before Christmas.
Being so far away from home and her
family, she was in for a lonely
Christmas, and we were embarrassed
at the extravagant pile of our presents
nestled under the tree. However, as
we are constantly told, Christmas is a
time for giving, and we gave her a
place in our family. The giggles of
my Great-Aunt as she received a Thai
foot massage on Christmas Eve made
me appreciate just how much an open
mind at Christmas can make it more
special.
A few years before that, my
primary school was participating in a
‘Comenius’ project; student teachers
from over Europe lived with sponsors
in a country far, far from home. At
my school was Tudor, a young 6-footsomething man from Romania. As he
had nowhere to go for Christmas, we

City & Guilds trained
Local references available
01453 836096 or 07834 318459

Hello from your local Fishmonger near the Fountain!!
So just about three weeks to go before the Feast. We have lots of lovely gift
ideas in the shop, Merle’s Hampers are wonderful! The Turkeys and Geese are
selling well. The Fish Slab is a Daily Changing work of art!!
The Christmas Puddings we make are stunning. The Oyster Bar is getting
more delicious and exciting each day. So come and see us soon.
In the meantime William and the whole team wish you all a very Happy
Christmas and a joyful and healthy New Year.

WILLIAM'S FISH MARKET & FOODHALL
3 FOUNTAIN STREET, NAILSWORTH, GL6 0BL 01453 83 22 40
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invited him round for lunch. Despite
finishing every last leftover, and
never wanting to discuss Dracula, he
brought a completely new aspect to
Christmas, full of shouting and
Romanian jokes!
My mum could have baulked at
the idea of having unversed strangers
as part of her well-prepared Christmas
celebrations, but she is the sort of
person who doesn’t want anyone
to be alone at Christmas. I know that I
too would appreciate being with a
family if I was on my own.
This Christmas brings a new
prospect for me; I gained two
stepbrothers during the past year.
Whilst I could get annoyed and
jealous at having to share Christmas
with more than just my sister, the
Christmases that I have shared with
new people have been some of the
most memorable for me and I can’t
wait to see what this one will be like!
So, even when you’re being
irritated by over-early Argos adverts
and bulk buying of mince pies in
Morrison’s, think of the people you
know who may not have a family to
go to, and make your Christmas
unconventional. As my aunt says, you
can’t recreate any one Christmas, so
mix yours up a bit and see what
happens!

Local history
Draper’s shop where bank now stands
Ann Makemson has mailed to let us know, in response to last
month’s piece in this paper, that Waterloo House probably belonged
to the Heath or Morris family, who were drapers and lived above their
shop. The Midland Bank was built in 1922, so presumably Waterloo
House was demolished sometime before this. The bank was built
using Forest of Dean sandstone and is the only building of this type of
stone in Nailsworth. Some of the original wooden counters and
fittings were made by a local carpenter who lived at Rockness.

Through the generations

We now have further information
about the Rev. Augustus Turner and
his family, who were pictured in the
From the archives
Nailsworth News last month. John
There is a lot of emphasis on
Market Street in this edition of Chamberlain has written to let us
know that this gentleman was his great
the paper, so the Town
Archives has kindly supplied us grandfather. John’s grandfather
Edward Chamberlain married the Rev.
with this picture of it from
Augustus’s daughter Mabel (who is
earlier in the last century.
presumably also in the picture) on July
We’re not sure quite how that
31st 1888.
star got there...

Information sought

Transport 19341934-style
Following correspondence about the car in Nailsworth’s main street in the early
1950s, Margaret Goulding (nee Evans) has now kindly made available to the
Nailsworth News a number of family photos, including this 1934 picture of the
garage that was to become Willsher and Evans in 1936. There seems something
timeless about garage forecourt design - but not so the vehicles!

More about Watledge
Mrs Walsh of Dunkirk Manor rebukes
us for neglecting to point out the
tunnel that exists between the Manor
and the Court House. A fair cop! We
didn't know it was there - nor do we
have any background to its existence.
And don't go peering into the garden
at Spring Cottage...

Thank you
Many Nailsworth residents (and others
living further afield) take the trouble to
write, mail or ring with information
about stories that appear here, often
with photographs attached. Almost
everything above comes from that
feedback, which we share with the town
archivists. Thank you. (Ed.)
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Jean Wiltshire, who works as a
volunteer at the Information Centre in
town, is on a quest on behalf of a
visitor. She needs to find out more
about the husband and wife below:

Laura Jane Hopkins, who died in
childbirth at Bisley or Eastcombe
on 15th February 1920

Charles Frank Hopkins, who in
1947 lived in 8 Tynnings Road,
Nailsworth.
Can you help? If so, please contact
Jean on 832815, or
jeanw2010@googlemail.com.

Sport
By Sports Editor and photographer Martin Stone
Keep the flag flying for Forest Green Rovers
FGR are having one of those months again. Fans’ verdicts recently have
ranged from, ‘brilliant’, ‘rubbish’, ‘unlucky’, ‘inconsistent’ and ‘dire’! But
that is not the whole story. A great win at the FA Cup at Mansfield was
certainly unexpected but very welcome, and with a busy Christmas period
looming every match is now vital to get things together again. Slipping
away from the other strugglers at the foot of the table means that things
are going to be very tight, but we always remain positive!

FGR Trust

Face in the Crowd – iss this YOU?
If so, you qualify for a
FREE ground pass to
FGR’s next Home
match. Just call in at the
Club Office with a
copy of this paper.
(Brought to you by NN
in association with
FGRFC.)

Nailsworth
Ironmongers
For all your Xmas needs.
Napkins, tissue paper, parcel and clear
tape, Blu-Tack, White Tack, Xmas
cake cases and decorations.
Loose Aquadulce broad beans.

Gordon and all the staff wish you
a very happy Xmas

24 Fountain St, Nailsworth.
Mon - Sat 9.00 am - 5.30 pm
Tel: 01453 832083

Nailsworth
Health Centre
Call in for our brochure, for advice, or to
arrange a free 15 minute consultation
with the practitioner of your choice.

Tel: 01453 836066
Smith House, George Street, Nailsworth,
GL6 0AG
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The change in constitution at Forest Green Rovers has finally had all
the ‘i’s dotted and ‘t’s crossed, and on November 1st the club’s first share
issue was announced. Anyone can now be a shareholder in the club
(subject to approval by the Board of Directors) and the Supporters
Trust has now invested £10,000 in shares on behalf of its 150 members.
The club’s initial target is to raise £100,000 with this share issue, so the
Trust’s investment already represents a potential 10% shareholding.
The minimum initial share purchase is £250, and the necessary forms
can be obtained from reception at the club or by phoning 834860 (or
email admin@forestgreenrovers.com). Alternatively, and for those
without the spare cash, membership of the Supporters Trust, at only £10
per annum (£5 for concessions) represents an easier way to have a
shareholding, via the Trust.
More details on the share issue can be obtained from the club or on
www.fgrtrust.com (in ‘Trust news’). Details of Trust membership can
also be found there.
Richard Overthrow

A great place to work ...
Shops, offices, factory units sometimes available
Give us a call on 01453 832754
email: james@eachamberlain.co.uk www.eachamberlain.co.uk

Nailsworth
Mills Estate

Sport
Everything rosy as Shortwood gets the goals
Shortwood Utd go from strength to strength and as they say, ‘success breeds
success.’ Flying high in the league again and also in the League Cup, FA Vase
and Floodlit Cup, everything seems rosy. Goals are always guaranteed at
Meadowbank and crowds are getting bigger by the match. Look at their web
site for continually updated events and fixtures (www.pitchero.com/clubs/
shortwoodunited) and you can find exactly when the next matches are on - it’s
not just league fixtures to whet the appetite!

Local sports clubs &
teams, drop us a line!
We report regularly on football in this
paper, and during the cricket season we
run an occasional piece about local
teams. But there must be more to sport
in Nailsworth than that. What else is
happening in our town?
OK, things like ice hockey, deep sea
diving and tossing the caber are probably
not going to be top of the list (although
Nailsworth residents are a talented and
ingenious crew, so we wouldn’t rule
anything out). But what about table
tennis - lawn tennis - badminton - bowls
- cycling - swimming - athletics - and so
on?
We would love to hear about YOUR
team or activity. Quirky sports such as
cheese-rolling, welly-wanging and
extreme ironing count too (if you have
never heard of extreme ironing it is
worth googling, it is a ‘sport’ that could
have originated with Monty Python dangerous and totally lunatic!)

Pressed 2 Perfection
The premier ironing service
 Reliable and accommodating
 Free pick up & delivery

Viki: 07976 400139
Call in the perfect solution!

RAKES & LADDERS LTD
Property & grounds maintenance
For a Professional, Reliable, Friendly Service
Home Decorating
Garden & Tree Maintenance
Windows Repaired & Painted
Fences, Gates, Trellises
Gutter Clearing & Repairing
Glazing

Laminate Flooring/Tiling
Land Clearance

and much more

Fully Insured
Please contact us for a no-obligation quotation

Tel 01453 835946 or Mobile 07780 634527
Email rakes.ladders@hotmail.com
Highfield, Rockness Hill, Nailsworth GL6 0JS
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Local bowling champ
Proof that football isn’t the only
game in town - the picture on the
right shows local resident Ken
Porter. An all round sportsman, Ken
is a consistent star at both outdoor
and indoor bowls. Among his many
prizes and achievements is the fact
that he has been invited to play over
200 times at county level, winning
various tournaments, and as a fireman
has played for the England Fire
Service Team in international
competitions.
Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents and Valuers
7 Fountain Street, Nailsworth,
Glos. GL6 0BL
www.perrybishop.co.uk
Tel: 01453 836736 Fax 01453 836737
Email: nailsworth@perrybishop.co.uk

Lettings and Management, Land and New Homes

Estate agent to the Five Valleys with a network of
five offices covering the Cotswolds.

Looking ahead
Newman Hender book
published
Readers may
remember a
series of articles
by the late Roy
Close about the
history of the
Newman
Hender
Company that
appeared in this
paper in 2007.
For over a century the Woodchesterbased company provided employment
for generations of local families.
Roy was well known to many in the
town. Among his contributions to our
life was volunteer work at the Town
Archives, and he was also a familiar
figure trying to bring order to the car
parking chaos and looking after the
flower beds outside Somerfields.
Sadly, Roy passed away in 2008, but a
family friend - John Morgan - has now
self-published the entire Newman
Hender story in Roy’s memory. Copies
can be purchased via Sarah, telephone
835405.

Community workshop
for Chanukah
Kali Lavine, a local historian and
Jewish educator, will shortly be running
a community and family oriented
workshop to celebrate the traditions,
games, stories and songs of Chanukah,
the Jewish Festival of Lights. After her
successful experience of running a
similar workshop in Stroud last year, she
is pleased be able to bring the benefits of
that to Nailsworth.
Why not go along? It will be an
evening of fun, food and learning that is
suitable for the whole family. The
workshop will be held in the Quaker
Meeting House on Tuesday 8th
December, from 7 to 9 pm. Cost: £6
adults, £5 concessions, £3 children - to
include tea, coffee and special
Chanukah refreshments.

G

OLDEN STONES
ARDENING

Garden Maintenance and Soft Landscaping
Hedges, Patios, Paving, Decking, Turfing & Fencing

For a free estimate contact Chris Blackwell
on 07939 101520 or 01453 835032
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Music and a welcome at the top of the ‘W’
Andy Janik of The Honeymoon Trio tells us that The Halfway House
pub / restaurant at Box is now putting on live acoustic music every Sunday
from 7 to 10 pm. These events will
be known as the ‘Early Evening
Sessions’ and the music will be
provided by some of Nailsworth's
finest musicians playing a mixture
of acoustic jazz, blues and latin
sounds. What better way to spend
an hour or two as the dark winter
evenings close in? (pictured are Members of the Honeymoon Trio, one of
the groups that perform).

What’s on at Nailsworth Film Club?
Get the next two local films into your diaries now (7.30 pm for 8,
Nailsworth Primary School).
Friday 8th January 2010 ‘Looking for Eric’, 2008 (Ken Loach),
Cert 15.
Ken Loach took Cannes by storm with this hugely likeable comedy drama
about Eric the postman. Fusing fact and fantasy, the film has its bleak
moments but there's warmth and humanity too plus a sublime turn from
Cantona.
Friday 5th February 2010 ‘Let the Right One In’, 2009 (Tomas
Alfredson); Cert 15, subtitles.
A slow-paced romance between two young people, one of whom just
happens to be a vampire. There are a few blood-curdling, macabre and
slightly silly moments, but this emotionally involving film has rightly
received widespread critical acclaim.

The SASH WINDOW SERVICE Ltd
Local specialists in servicing sash windows so they open and close properly, reducing
draughts and therefore saving fuel and money.
From £89.99 + VAT. A service will also cure stuck or under-weighted sashes and
replace broken sash cords.
Call 01453 861025 or visit: www.stroud-sash-windows.co.uk

Christmas Market Saturday 5 December 10am—4pm
Children’s Storytelling: Saturday 19 December 10.30am and at
the Christmas Market, 5 December, 11am, 1pm and 3pm
Christmas music and singing Sunday 13 December 7pm
Exhibitions: Cornucopia Takes Flight vibrant craft work
Saturday 21 November — Friday 18 December
Quay Hole Monday 4 January—Thursday 14 January 2010
Fifi La Rue’s collection of sculptural textile hangings
Kim Francis & Manuel Huertas innovative sculpture
Friday 15—Thursday 28 January
Workshops: Textiles with Margaret Docherty
01453 8333320 booking & info
Sat 19 December, Sat 23 January 2010

RUSKIN MILL www.rmet.org.uk
Old Bristol Road Nailsworth GL6 0LA

01453 837537 information and booking

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS
EVENT S

Wednesday

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 10 am. Info Sally
Deacon 751937
Nailsworth ‘Lightwaves’ Shintaido, Christ Church
Hall, 1.30 - 3.30 pm. Info David & Nagako Cooper
on 756569. 1st ’taster’ session free
Health Walk (30-60 mins) Library, 2.30. Info
754505
Yoga. Nailsworth Primary School, evening.
Info Chris Hewitt on 834304
Eurythmy class, Horsley Village Hall, 10-11 am,
Info Elizabeth 832921
Toddler group (0-4 years), St Dominic’s Hall, 1.30
- 3 pm. £1 per child (inc. drink & snack). Term
time only
Pilates on the Ball, Christ Church Hall, 9.30 am.
Info Tina 753895

Stroud Valleys NCT Bumps and Babies coffee morning,
Tubby’s Café, Waterside, 10 am - 12 noon. Info Clare 544583
Group Hypnosis, Natural Health Centre, 12.30 pm - 1 pm,
£6.00 per session. Info and booking 836066 or 767399
Iyengar Yoga, Mortimer Rooms, 7.30 pm - 9 pm. Info Alison
Griffin 752249
Love Meditation, a guided opportunity to quieten the mind.
Venue tbc (depending on numbers) 7.30 pm - 9 pm. Info
Maddie 0845 539 9938
Jazz, Jive, Swing. Beginners, Comrades Club, 7.45 pm £4.
Info James 01452 770701

Thursday

Salsa class for beginners & improvers. Single or
with partner. Comrades Club, 4.30 pm - 6 pm, £5.
Info: 07774 707625
Pilates. FGR Dance Studio, 9.30 am Intermediate,
10.30 am Beginners. Info Jan Rowsell 07765
244761
Yoga (therapeutic), Christ Church Hall, 11.15 am.
Info Sally Deacon 751937
Beginners Calligraphy, Christ Church Hall, 2.00 4.30 pm. Info Pam Harmer 832725
Yoga at Nailsworth Primary School, evening.
Info Chris Hewitt on 834304
Aerobics & Body Conditioning, Christ Church
Hall, 9.30 am. Info Tina on 753895
Aerobics & Body Conditioning, Christ Church
Hall, 7.15 pm. Info Tina on 753895

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 5.45 pm and 7.30 pm. Info Sally
Deacon 751937
Buddhist meditation and mindfulness, Friends Meeting
House, 7.30pm. All welcome. Info Will on 839453.
Baby Group, Children’s Centre, Library, 10.30 – 11.30 am
(from 12th Nov). Info Sarah Dean on 755373
Jazz, Jive, Swing classes, Comrades Club, 7.15 pm Beginners,
8.15 pm Intermediate, 9.15 pm Advanced. £4. Info James
01452 770701
Croc’N’Roll children’s music class (6 mths – 4 yrs), Forest
Green Community Centre, 9.10 am, 10.00 am, 10.40 am. £3
per class. Info Stephanie Urquhart 07957 235413. Term time
only.
Little Angels, Singing and Music for Parents & Toddlers, St.
Georges Church, 9.30 - 10 am

Friday

Weds.

Tuesday

Monday

Sun.

December 2009

Country Market, Mortimer Room, 8.45 am -11 am
Taiji Wuxigong, Christ Church Hall, 11.15 - 12.45. Info Poh
Eng 836425
Bingo, cash prizes. Green Man (FGR), at 7.30pm.

Christmas services at local churches:
- Sunday Dec 22 Town Carol Service at the Parish Church 6.00 pm
Christmas Eve
- Christingle Service 4.00 pm Parish Church
- Family Service at Christ Church 6.30 pm
- Carols 7.30 pm Woodchester Convent
- Mass 8.00 pm Woodchester Convent
- Midnight Communion 11.00 pm Parish Church
- Carols & Mass 11.00 pm Priory Church
Christmas Day
- Family Communion 9.30 am Parish Church
- Meeting 10.30 am Quaker Meeting House
- Family Celebration 10.30 am Christ Church
- Mass 11.00 am Priory Church
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Churches Together
in Nailsworth

MAIN SUNDAY SERVICES
9.30 am

St George, Church St

10.30 am Chris Church,
Newmarket Road
10.30 am Quakers’ Meeting House,
Chestnut Hill
11.00 am Priory Church,
Inchbrook
Everyone welcome.
Children’s activities
included at all these services.

What’s On – December 2009
Regular events are on page 27.
Contact Tina on 835295 or
tina.ginn@btinternet.com

Deadline for February What’s On – 15th January

13 Sun

The Honeymoon Trio plays at The George Pub, Newmarket,
8 – 11pm + Curry Evening. Booking advisable 833128

14 Mon

Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch, Five Valleys Leisure, 12
noon – 4 pm , £10 inc Old Time sing song and Bingo, Info/
booking 834860
WI Christmas party, St. Georges Parish Room 7.30 pm

15 Tue

Trefoil Guild Christmas lunch, 12.30 pm. Info Maureen
Embrey 833772

December
1 Tue

Bring & Buy Sale at Stroud & Swindon Building Society
commences, lasts all week - for Cotswold Care Hospice

2 Wed
3 Thu

Flower Club Members evening and supper, Town Hall 7.30 pm
Canasta, Hanover Gardens Community Room, 7.15 pm. All
welcome. Info Jane Hobdell 835937
Late night shopping in Market Street
Angels & Insects, Nailsworth Film Club, Primary School, 7.30
for 8. Info 549661,
Party Share evening for small companies/groups, Five Valleys
Leisure, 7.30 pm – 1 am. £25.95 per person for 3 course meal +
disco. Info 834860
NSoc Luncheon Group Christmas Lunch. Info 837807

4 Fri

5 Sat

6 Sun

7 Mon
8 Tue

FGR v Rushden & Diamonds, 3 pm
Christchurch Singers perform Simeon and the Hallelujah
Chorus, Christchurch, 7.00 pm. Free entry
Family Service, Green Man, FGR, 11 am
Nailsworth Band – Philip Sawyer Memorial Charity Concert,
Christ Church Hall, 6.30 pm
NSoc Arts, Crafts & Music Group & Local Studies Group,
Christmas Celebrations, Parish Rooms, 7.30 pm
Library Club for older people. Library, 11.15 – 12.30 Info
832747. Transport can be provided
Blood Donations, The Green Man, 1 pm – 3.15 pm and 5pm –
6.45 pm
Community Workshop on Chanukah (Jewish Festival of
Lights), Quaker Meeting House, 7 – 9 pm. Adults £6,
Concessions £5, Children £3. Tickets inc. refreshments. Kali
Lavine 767953

Town Council meeting, Town Hall, 7 pm
16 Wed

17 Thu

Royal British Legion meeting, Nailsworth Social Club
Stroud & District Macular Society. Christ Church Hall, 10 am
– 12 noon
Alzheimer Café, Christ Church Rooms, 2 – 4pm. 834714

17 Thu

Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch, Five Valleys Leisure, 12
noon – 4 pm , £10 inc Old Time sing song and Bingo, Info/
booking 834860
Late night shopping in Market Street

19 Sat

Rotary Club members Christmas Dinner, FGR, 7 pm. Info
Fiona Hodges 836240
Disco Royale Tribute Night. Five Valleys Leisure Centre,
£25 inc. traditional Christmas meal. Info 834860
Farmers Market, Mortimer Gardens, 9 am – 1pm
Christmas Courtyard Fair, The Olive Tree, 9.30 am – 4 pm,
Children’s books and greetings cards
Taiji Wuxigong, Christ Church Hall, 10am – 1pm.
Fundraising event for orphans in Thailand. Min fee £10,
normal fee £20. Booking essential. Info Poh Eng 836425
Shortwood United v Bicester, 3 pm
Party Share evening for small companies/groups, Five
Valleys Leisure, 7.30 pm – 1 am. £25.95 per person for 3
course meal + disco. Info 834860

23 Wed
26 Sat

Christmas Panto, Chaplins Gold perform Aladdin, Five
Valleys Leisure, 3 –5 pm, Adults £8, Children £4. Info
834860
FGR v Salisbury City, 3 pm

8 Tue

Wayne Mardle at the Green Man, 6 pm food, raffle and
auction. Tickets £5. Info Paula 833295
Shortwood United v Abingdon, 7.45 pm

28 Mon

Around Minchinhampton Common, Easy guided walk by
Cotswold Voluntary Wardens, 5miles/3hrs. Meet opposite
Amberley Inn, 10 am. Info Graham Bateman 833924

10 Thu

Late night shopping in Market Street

31 Thu

New Year’s Eve celebration at Five Valleys Leisure, 7.30 pm
– 1 pm. Cocktail/meal/disco. £35 each. Info 834860

11 Fri

Rotary Club Open Forum, all welcome, FGR, 7 pm. Info
Fiona Hodges 836240
Coffee morning at Stroud & Swindon Building Society.
Proceeds to Meningitis Trust
Traditional Christmas Jazz night - The Fantabulous Sheepwash
Playboys and Ten To the Bar, Comrades Club. 6.30 for 7.30 pm.
Tickets £10 from Festivity, 833585

News Year’s Eve celebration at the Green Man, Tickets £5 to
include buffet and disco. Info. Paula 833295

January
2 Sat

Shortwood United v.Highworth 3 pm

3 Sun

Family Service, Green Man, FGR, 11 am

12 Sat

Shortwood United v Oxford City Nomads, 3 pm

13 Sun

Sunday lunch with Santa, Five Valleys Leisure, 12 – 2 pm,
Adults £14.95, Children £7.95, Info 834860

7 Thu

Canasta, Hanover Gardens Community Room, 7.15 pm.
All welcome. Info Jane Hobdell 835937

Go Grow Orchard working party. Meet in Jovials car park 2
pm. Info Marilyn Miles 832974
Newmarket Christmas Fete, 4.30 – 7 pm. Stalls, Carols,
Father Christmas

8 Fri

Looking for Eric, Film Club, Primary School, 7.30 for
8.00 pm. Info 549661

9 Sat

NSoc Tea Party for Gardening and Ramblers Groups at
St Georges Parish Rooms
Weaving Shed at The Gigg Mill open 10 am - noon

The next Nailsworth News will be
published at the beginning of
February (no January edition)
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