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Nailsworth 
 News

A free monthly community paper for the 
parish of Nailsworth, available in colour on 
our website www.nailsworthnews.org.uk. 

May 2010
No. 101

• WIRELESS • WIRED • DIAL-UP 
• VIRUS REMOVAL 

• REPAIRS OR UPGRADES
• INTERNET CONNECTIONS SOLVED

• WORK CARRIED OUT  
AT HOME OR OFFICE 

FREE ADVICE
VISIT OUR SHOP IN 

GEORGE STREET, NAILSWORTH 

www.nailsworthcomputers.com

nailsworthpcs@aol.com

BROKEN COMPUTER?

Nailsworth Computer Services

01453 832151

Alexander Technique
with Evert Wilbrenninck (ITM)

For a free introductory lesson,  
please call 01453 833687

www.stroudalexander.co.uk

Volunteers clean up our town
The photograph below shows some of the Nailsworth people who turned out in force on 17th April to pick up litter 
around town. We thank them all for their generous commitment of time and effort - but oh, how much better it 
would be if this event wasn’t needed! The full story, with more pictures, is on page 6. 

This edition of the NN includes...
• Nailsworth Games - a ‘heads-up’ on page 4
• An eerie tale of a strange figure - see letter on page 8
• The results of the Nailsworth News Survey, and changes to our 

website - pages 9 and 17
• Readers’ memories of green shopping 30 years ago - page 11

• Forest Green Community Centre - our centre spread features FAQ 
answers from the Working Party

• Exciting developments at Nailsworth Primary School - page 14
• Mike Kilcooley, our Youth Reporter, bemoans the habit of 

procrastination - page 17
• An invitation on page 19 to get engaged with Nailstock.

Annual Nailsworth Town Meeting
The Nailsworth Annual Town Meeting, to include an 
update on the new Forest Green Community Centre, will be 
held at Nailsworth Town Hall on Monday 17th May 2010, 
commencing at 7.00pm (please note that the date and time 
reported in the last NN have changed.) Everyone is welcome 
to attend this event, at which local clubs and associations 
give a report of the past year’s activities and future projects. 
It is an opportunity for members of the public to learn what 
the Town Council has achieved in the past year and to raise 
issues of concern with Councillors. (See the Mayor’s report 
on page 3 for further information.) 
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Sue Smee
Having completed her training as a solicitor, Sue 

came to this area with her partner and young 
family. For a number of years they had spent a lot of 
time here staying with friends. Ultimately Sue and 
partner David moved here completely and the four 
boys all attended Horsley School. She became joint 
Chair of the Friends of Horsley School and is still a 
Governor there. It was here that she developed a skill 
for fundraising and organising events which was to 
prove invaluable at a later date.

It was about twelve years ago that Sue made her 
first contact with Ruskin Mill, when she became the ‘cake and cook baker’ 
in the Coffee Shop. A few years later she was offered the job of Events Co-
ordinator for the Mill, and has now firmly established herself in that role. 
She is refreshingly enthusiastic about her job, and is genuinely excited at the 
prospect of bringing a variety of artists and performers to Nailsworth to benefit 
both the students and the wider town community. An events programme is 
organised for each individual term and can include music (which is generally 
biased towards folk music), theatre (including puppet theatre), storytelling, 
talks, exhibitions and workshops. To book the events well in advance, Sue 
goes through a period of negotiation until agreement is made that suits all 
parties. Autumn Term usually comprises more events because it invariably 
includes all Christmas activities. Events are not funded, but ticket prices pay 
the performers’ fees. Attractive brochures are produced to publicise these 
activities, and they are now proudly designed in-house by Will Mercer.

Good forward planning is usually sufficient to ensure that there are no 
unexpected hiccups. However, Sue recalls how an Antonio Forcione Guitar 
Concert in 2006 had to be hastily re-arranged and the venue changed to Christ 
Church. During the performance, suddenly all the lights tripped and plunged 
the building into darkness. When electricity was restored, it was discovered 
that the system could not support both lights and sound. It was not a difficult 
choice to make!

Sue also works with Nailsworth Festival Committee to host events at 
Ruskin Mill. This year it will be the Folk Music Event and a Craft Workshop 
Weekend consisting of half day and day courses with skilled Ruskin Mill 
tutors.

‘One of the reasons for doing this job is that it provides me with the 
opportunity to bring together different people in the community. The people of 
Nailsworth share experiences with the students in an atmosphere of tolerance 
and kindness’, she said. 

Mike Brinkworth

Views expressed in this paper are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Nailsworth News team. We reserve the right to edit or omit any material 
submitted for publication. No liability is accepted for loss or damage arising from any omission of copy or advertising. Material submitted for publication will only 
be returned if accompanied by a SAE. Nailsworth News is published and distributed entirely by volunteers, with production costs defrayed by advertising. More 
volunteers are always welcome - if you would like to join the team, please get in touch with the Editor. 
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newspaper for the 
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Published by the Nailsworth News 
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nailsworthnews.org.uk 
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Postal subscriptions at £6 per year: 
Joan Rowbotham 833110
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Nailsworthy 

CURTAINS ~ BLINDS ~ SOFT FURNISHINGS 
LOOSE COVERS ~ REUPHOLSTERY SERVICE
For advice and estimate ring Jenny Powell

Wright Interiors ~ 01453 768899

Alexander Technique
Rachel Stevens MSTAT - over 20 years’ experience

helping to resolve

neck, back and posture problems
stress, anxiety and breathing issues

aches and pains

Nailsworth Natural Health Clinic 01453 836066

April madness...
OK, it’s time to own up! Our last edition was published on 1st April 2010, and we couldn’t resist having a little fun. 
The news about the free egg-laying hens that you could get to peck up your organic waste was, we are afraid, an April 
Fool (there was a clue in the phone number - 01453 010410.) As far as we know, there is no charity called Peckitup. 
However the fact that such a scheme is being trialled in a Belgian town is completely true. Thank you, those 
who rang or emailed, for taking this in good part.



I’ve now reached the end of my three 
year term, and will pass these duties 

to a new mayor at the May meeting of 
the Town Council. I should like to reflect 
briefly on the past three years.

 I am very conscious of the great 
honour you have given me to serve the 
town. It has been a lot of fun, certainly 

a lot of hard work, and occasionally frustrating. I have been 
surprised at how long it can take to achieve results – often 
years rather than months. This can be partly the time it 
takes to raise funds or obtain grants; in part the time it can 
take to obtain the support of other public bodies; in part 
the justifiable time that the democratic process can take. 
But the result has often been worth it. I really enjoyed the 
Nailsworth Games in 2008 and our welcome in the autumn 
to our two Olympians Dan Robinson and Peter Reed. We 
have promoted the creation of a Youth Forum in town. In 
2009 the fountain was refurbished and placed close to its 
original site. We also opened a temporary Community Hall 
in Forest Green. We negotiated a partnership arrangement 
for a permanent Youth Worker who we half fund. We are 
undertaking or promoting regenerative work at Bunting 
Hill and in Norton Wood. We are currently working to save 
the Nailsworth Recreation Centre, to build a permanent 
Community Hall, and to encourage improvements in the Old 
Market/Bus station area of town. These are just a few, and we 
are involved in many other initiatives.

I am also conscious of the commitment and skills of 
our town councillors. Unlike MPs or County and District 
Councillors, they receive no pay or allowances. They give 
their time and energy entirely free and they deserve the warm 

thanks of us all. Everyone benefits 
from their efforts.

 And solidly supportive in the 
Council offices are our clerk Linda 
Meletiou and her assistant Carole 
de la Croix. They keep the office, 
our public facilities and our affairs in 
excellent order. They are efficient and 
dedicated. I want to thank them both 
on behalf of all of us in town.

I have asked our Chairs each for a 
report on what their committees have 
been doing in this past year, and their 
aims for the next year. We shall bind 
this into a comprehensive report that 
will be available at the Annual Town Meeting. Do please 
come along to learn more and question us. I have changed 
the date of this Annual Meeting, put it back by one week. The 
original date would have been taken by the Deputy Mayor 
Stephen Robinson since I will be away then. However, it 
seems clear to me that I should chair this meeting myself 
and answer any questions or points that may arise, especially 
about the proposed Community Hall in Forest Green. So it 
will be on Monday 17th May, starting at 7 pm.

 Lastly, a ‘thank you’ to all of you. This town is so 
wonderful because of the time each of you give - to its 
various clubs and organisations. Your enthusiasm and 
commitment make Nailsworth a wonderful place in which to 
live.

Thank you again for allowing me to be your mayor. I shall 
remember it all my life.

Norman Kay

Town Mayor’s Report
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D .  S t a i n e r - H u t c h i n s  A r c h i t e c t s  L t d
 5 Bridge Street, Nailsworth, GL6 OAA

T: 01453 839121
  

  Sustainable & ecological design, feasibility studies, planning applications and conservation

dsharchitects.co.uk

The SASH WINDOW SERVICE Ltd
Local specialists in servicing sash windows so they open and close properly, reducing 

draughts and therefore saving fuel and money.
From £89.99 + VAT. A service will also cure stuck or under-weighted sashes and 

replace broken sash cords.
Call 01453 861025 or visit: www.stroud-sash-windows.co.uk

ROSEN METHOD BODYWORK

 � Do you feel something is missing in your 
life or you are not living it to the full?

 � Do you have chronic pain or tension?
 � Do you feel “stuck” in your personal or 

work-life?
 � Would you like to be clearer about what 

you want or don’t want in your life?
 � Do you want to experience yourself more 

fully and feel your aliveness?

For more information about this gentle, hands-on 
approach, please contact Debbie Fildew (Intern) 
on:Chalford Hill  01453 886847  07803 085256

dfildew@btinternet.com   www.rosenmethod.co.uk

Nailsworth Town Hall

Christian Aid Week 10-14 May 
There will be a Charity Shop for Christian Aid at Christ Church Hall from 9 
am to 4 pm Monday to Thursday, 9 am to 1 pm Friday. Coffees, lunches and 
teas served. Bedding plants for sale.

 
City & Guilds trained Mark Kelly 

 
Plumbing  

& Bathrooms 
Local references available 

01453 836096 or 07834 318459 
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Local Affairs

 

7 Fountain Street, Nailsworth, 
Glos. GL6 0BL 

www.perrybishop.co.uk  
Tel: 01453 836736 Fax 01453 836737 
Email: nailsworth@perrybishop.co.uk 

Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents and Valuers 

Lettings and Management, Land and New Homes 

Estate agent to the Five Valleys with a network of 
five offices covering the Cotswolds. 

 

Namaste Holistic has a NEW approach to your Health & Wellbeing 

   and is coming to Nailsworth… 
 

Stress & Anger Management, Deep Relaxation Techniques,  
Holistic & Deep Tissue Massage, Reiki & Energetic Healing,  

Psychic & Angel Readings, One to One Meditation Techniques   
For a FREE CONSULTATION call 07818 050999 

Sophie Makosch 

EMBELLISH…
your life with ballet 

please contact me for any more information 
t:     +44 (0)7887 671956 
e:    svmakosch@yahoo.co.uk 

ballet classes for adults 
and children, group or  
private lessons.  
personal training for health 
and wellbeing. 
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Any aspect 
of  exterior work 
 & garden design 

 

Hard Landscaping Specialists 
A trustworthy quality service 

STEVEN BARKER 
07890 266801 / 01453 750724 

www.revolandscapes.co.uk 

Nailsworth Notes
National election? What 
election? 
Don’t say you have 

missed all the 
political banter these last 
few weeks? Wherever 
have you been, if so? 
It has been all over the 
newspapers and the TV, 
there are leaflets through our doors and we 
are even honoured by occasionally seeing 
a Parliamentary candidate on our streets (if 
we don’t blink!) 

You may be fed up with all of this, but 
remember, those who live in the USA have 
electioneering rammed down their throats 
for what seems like years. Praise the Lord 
that we have only had a month of it!

On a more serious note, we should 
all use our votes. They are precious, and 
something that millions around the world 
continue to fight for. Many people now 
take our voting system for granted, but we 
should not. Whatever your political beliefs, 
whatever your age, use your ‘democratic 
right’, get down to your polling station 
and put a cross against the person you 
think you would most like to support. If 
you can’t decide then catch up with all the 
information – read, watch and listen. There 
is little excuse for not knowing something 
about the people who want to govern our 
lives! And... don’t complain about our 
‘rulers’ if you didn’t bother to make your 
feelings known in the first place. 

Martin Stone

Get ready for Nailsworth Games 2010!
Want to try a new sport and have fun at the same time? Now is 

your chance. The Nailsworth Games are here again! After 
the great success of our 2008 Games, local clubs are keen to repeat 
the event. So, over the weekend of 25th – 27th June we shall again 
offer a celebration of sport in the town as we approach the Olympic year of 2012.

The detailed programmes will be available in May. From swimming to darts, 
table tennis to athletics, pony riding to skateboarding, there will be opportunities 
for both young people and adults to take part. And on Saturday 26th the King 
George V Playing Field will be open with a range of activities for you. 

The Town Council has come together with most of the sporting clubs in 
Nailsworth and with youth organisations to present a feast of activities. Once 
again, there will be Olympic style medals for winners. This year for the first 
time there will be a run up the ‘W’ organised by the Cotswolds Allrunners; also 
‘cage football’, possibly cricket with the Nailsworth Commoners Club; a ‘taster’ 
session with the Hockey Club; and a sports evening at the Youth Club.

The success of this event is solely down to the people of Nailsworth and 
the surrounding villages that make it happen. There are events for all ages and 
abilities at different times during the festival weeks. We hope to see you at some 
of them.

Norman Kay

The Games volunteers
The Nailsworth Games volunteer team 
includes District Cllr. John Jeffreys, 
Gail Smith (who we welcome as one 
of our new Town Councillors), Stephen 
Robinson and our Youth Worker Danica 
Eames, Sally Reay from Nailsworth 
Primary School, Ruth Graveling 
(Youth and Sports Minister), Richard 
Overthrow from FGR Supporters Trust, 
Richard Hill, Ashley Nicholson (our 
Neighbourhood Warden), Ben Wear our 
youth representative, Stephen Phillipson 
our Community Police Support Officer 
to advise us and Dorcas Binns. 

Images from Nailsworth Games 2008, reproduced from NTC Website with thanks
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A great place to work ...
Shops, offices, factory units sometimes available

Give us a call on 01453 832754
email: james@eachamberlain.co.uk  www.eachamberlain.co.uk

Nailsworth 
Mills Estate

Churches Together 
in Nailsworth

MAIN SUNDAY SERVICES

	 9.30	am	 St	George,	Church	St

	 10.30	am	 Christ	Church,		
Newmarket	Road

	 10.30	am	 Quakers’	Meeting	House,	
Chestnut	Hill

	 11.00	am	 Priory	Church,	Inchbrook
Everyone welcome. 
Children’s activities 

included at all these services.

Would YOU have your head shaved 
in public?
Ursula (from Fandango) and Nick, pictured above, are 
doing just that from 6.30 pm on 8th May at the Village Inn 
- not as a fashion statement, but to raise money for charity. 
They are calling it ‘Hair today... Bald tomorrow!’ which 
must be worth a groan.

Since one of Ursula’s customers has epilepsy and has 
herself supported research by being cropped, Ursula has 
now also bravely agreed to sacrifice her multi-coloured 
head of hair to raise funds for Epilepsy Research. Fawn 
Holmes will wield the clippers, on behalf of Claire Frances 
(Claire’s father had three types of epilepsy so this is a cause 
very close to her heart.) Nick’s reason for being shorn 
is to help Sue Ryder Care, as both his parents received 
wonderfully compassionate and courteous care at the 
Leckhampton Hospice and died with great dignity there. 

Nick and Ursula are hoping that the actual shave can 
be videoed to show later in the evening, and they also plan 
to set up a Facebook or web page for those who can’t be 
there on the night. A raffle is also on the cards. The two are 
looking for as many people as possible to support them on 
8th - as Ursula comments lightheartedly, ‘the man of my 
dreams might just be in the crowd on the night and I would 
hate for the fairy tale to have an unhappy ending!’ She is 
also looking for a Phrenologist to read her head after the 
shave.

 Why not drop in, have a drink, watch the tresses 
fall, and put your hand in your pocket for two excellent 
charities? You can pick up a sponsorship form at Fandango 
or the Village Inn. 

Nailsworth link with Nkokoto
After seeing a film about Nkokoto in Tanzania (which 
is linked with 
Minchinhampton), many 
Nailsworth people were 
moved by the powerful 
images and stories of the 
warm, colourful, people of 
that rural community and 
their struggle for survival.

Fundraising by the 
Minchinhampton/
Nkokoto Link group has already made a difference. There 
is a new borehole supplying clean water. Providing mosquito 
nets has radically reduced the incidence of Malaria. Some 
pupils are being sponsored for secondary education and 
vocational training, and bee keeping and poultry rearing 
schemes have been started. 

Ian Lever, an agriculturist who has visited this village 
three times in recent years, has been approached by elders 
from neighbouring villages in that part of Tanzania who 
would love to benefit from similar projects. Many people 
have indicated interest in exploring a Nailsworth link to 
a neighbouring village near Nkokoto, and are now on the 
brink of forming a steering group to move forward. 

Ian will be visiting the area again in August, with 
Jacqui Oliver from Minchinhampton and Jo Smith joining 
them during the last week. Together they will identify a 
village that would like to be linked with Nailsworth and 
hopefully someone who can liaise with that village. Photos 
of Nailsworth and its people are already being compiled to 
send to Tanzania with the travellers. 

This is an exciting project. Modest amounts of funding 
over 5 years could bring significant improvements to the 
lives of some of the poorest people in Africa. Please join 
the group at their next meeting, which they would like to be 
representative of all parts of the community. It will be held 
on Thursday 20th May at 7.30 pm at the Friends Meeting 
House, Nailsworth. Ring Ian Lever on 887533 or Jo Smith 
on 834714 for more details.

Nepalese adventure 
Some of you may know Rachel Savage, an ‘old girl’ from 
Horsley School. Well, she will be going to Pokkhara in 
Nepal on 11th May, to teach English in a school for 5-6 
weeks with the charity Personal Overseas Development. 
Rachel will be paying for herself, but wants to raise money 
to benefit the area she is going to. As an inducement to 
give money, Rachel will be doing a week-long trek up in 
the Himalayas, which means getting fit. You may spot her 
struggling up the hills of Nailsworth and Horsley before 
she leaves! Updates on her progress will be on Facebook 
(Rachel’s Volunteering in Nepal). Donations are greatly 
appreciated: www.charitygiving.co.uk/rachelsavage.
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-- extra-sockets
-- lights
-- security-lighting
-- fuse-board-changes
-- fault-finding-&-rectification
-- test-&-inspection

All-work--

insured-&--

guaranteed.

NICEIC-Domestic-Installer
For-a-FREE-QUOTE,-call-Simon--
on-01453-834323-/-0777-3333061

email:-simon@cirruselectrical.com

GOLDEN STONES
ARDENING

Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping

Trees, Hedges, Patios, Paving,  
Decking, Turfing & Fencing

For a free estimate contact  
Chris Blackwell

on 07939 101520 or 01453 835032

www.goldenstonesgardening.co.uk

NAILSWORTH ACCOUNTANCY
Town Hall, Old Bristol Road, Nailsworth

01453 835050
Small Practice For Small Clients = Small Fees

 Annual Sales  Annual Fee From
 Up to £15,000 £190.00
 Up to £30,000 £250.00
 Up to £40,000 £280.00
 Over £40,000 By Agreement

Tax Return Completion From £100 -  
Free Initial Consultation

Michael Jefferies FMAAT ICPA & Emma Mills 

The Great Nailsworth News Litter 
Pick
The good news was that the sun shone and that, even 
before our efforts, the centre of town was relatively clean 
and tidy. Congratulations to Stroud District Council’s 
Public Space Department (754424) and their contractor 
Veolia for a job well done. The bad news is that almost 
everywhere else was awful. Many sites were heavily 
dumped, with some hot spots being a particular problem. 
The main sources are casual littering of drinks containers 
and food packaging, fly tipping, and drivers using the 
roadside as a litter bin. The worst area for littering was 
Marling Field (dozens of smashed alcohol bottles in the 
kids’ covered area making it a lethal place to play and 
meet), although those who cleared Bunting Hill, the 
Avening Road and some
of Nailsworth’s favourite 
‘cider drinking’ spots 
might disagree. 

Nailsworth Rotary, 
members of whom 
were as usual present in 
force (our thanks!) have 
suggested improvements

that could 
be made to 
alleviate this 
situation. 

In total, 
50 bags of 
rubbish were 
collected by 
more than 40 
volunteers. We were visited by two of the Parliamentary 
candidates but I confess I did not see either of them 
picking up litter! 

A big thank you to all those who took part including 
the small team that assisted me in sorting through the 
bags to recycle cans, bottles and plastic. Finally, I must 
mention the unsung army of Nailsworth residents who 
did not take part but whose ongoing efforts in clearing up 
litter around their neighbourhood are so important to the 
look of our town. 

I have received a number of suggestions for next time 
including more regular litter picks, involving youth (The 
Junction and / or Nailsworth Primary, Acorns etc.) and 
using coloured bags to assist recycling. Would anyone 
like to have a go at organising the 2011 event? 

Don Luke 832812

Book bring and buy 
continues at Stroud and 
Swindon
The team at Stroud and Swindon are 
continuing to raise funds for their 
2010 branch charity, The Alzheimer's 
Society. All you booklovers out 
there, why not pop into the Branch on 
Fountain Street?  The bring and buy 
sale continues until the end of April, and 
there are books for all ages.

The Branch’s first fund raising event 
for 2010 raised £50 for Alzheimer's 
and £25 for Horsley Primary School's 
‘Renoir Garden’ project. The team 
would like to thank everyone who 
supported this morning by buying 
coffee, cakes, raffle tickets and books, 
with special thanks to Jane Battersby 
for the delicious cakes she baked for the 
occasion. 

Blue Door Company
Gift Shop and Art Gallery
Glenholme, Nailsworth, Stroud GL6 0AG

An eclectic mix of gifts for men, 
women and children

Open Tuesday - Friday 10 - 5.00 Saturday 9 - 5.00

Currently on display:

Rosalind Wise 
Exhibiting from
Sat 8th May 2010
Wendy Milner 
and Julia Christie

Telephone: 01453 832700 Fax: 01453 700199
anne.neal@btconnect.com

K7348

Pop in for more information or
Call us on: 01453 836186 
Visit us at: The Old Stamp Office, George Street, Nailsworth
Email us at: nailsworth@milesmorgantravel.co.uk

BUY YOUR 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE

at Miles Morgan Travel

	COMMISSION FREE CURRENCY*

	BEST RATES IN TOWN*

	MAJOR CURRENCIES IN STOCK

	COMMISSION FREE BUY BACKS*

	VARIOUS DENOMINATIONS

	TRAVELLERS CHEQUES

Terms & Conditions apply. Please Contact us for 
details. Subject to availability.
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AM Gregory
Third generation qualified Electrician

‘Friendly, comprehensive approach to all  
your design and installation requirements’

• Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural
• Fully insured and guaranteed
• References available
• Competitive pricing

Mob: 07828 814287 Tel: 01453 832355 
Email: amgregory@btinternet.com

ALL ENQUIRIES RECEIVE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION

NAILSWORTH AERIAL SERVICES
(TIME SERVED ENGINEER WITH 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE)

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT SERVICE

Digital Freeview BBC Freesat 

Telephone Extensions Extra TV Points Fitted

Storm Damage 7 Day Service

Sky Faults OAP Discount

CONTACT: 

01453 833293 or 07854 516212
Free Estimates

The Steppes 
Residential 
Care Home  

 
Est 1981 

 
A small, warm and friendly care home for 

the elderly, in a peaceful corner of Cossack 
Square. With trained care staff giving 

around the clock personal care, we 
endeavour to meet our residents’ needs 

and ensure their happiness. 
 

For a brochure or to arrange a visit, please 
telephone Mrs Jo Smith 01453 832406  

A musical melange to suit all tastes 
Award-winning children’s writer Jamila Gavin is one of the musicians 
who will be taking part in an eclectic 12-hour Musical 
Melange being held at Kings Stanley Village Hall to 
raise money for Marling sixth former Sean Doherty. 
Sean was paralysed in a mountain-bike accident in 
August 2008.

The 12 hours of music and performance will include 
swing with Minor Swing and the Lunettes; Eastington 
Children’s Choir; Two Turtledoves performing parlour 
songs; a classical chamber concert; Moondance with 
show music; and Rachel on vocals (under her stage name 
of Rachel Burbridge) with Marling Jazz Band. Jamila 
Gavin will be performing from 11am-12 noon; and 
poet Jenny Joseph will be reading from her latest book. 
Refreshments, will be available throughout the day, plus 
a bar and raffle. Tickets, costing £5, entitle holders either 
to dip in and out, or to stay for the full 12 hours. They’re 
available in advance from Wendy Gilbert on 836275, 
Rachel Howgego on 821360, Amberley Post Office and 
Yew Tree Stores King’s Stanley - or on the door.

Retired Sapper walking to raise 
money for wounded soldiers
66 year old Doug Hamilton-Cox, a former sapper in 
the Royal Engineers, will be undertaking a 200 mile 
sponsored walk this month from his home on Dartmoor 
to Selly Oak Hospital, Birmingham, to raise funds 
for the charity Help for Heroes. Selly Oak is the first 
port of call for wounded soldiers returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and the funds raised will be used to 
provide practical, direct support for the wounded. 

Nailsworth is on Doug’s route, and he anticipates 
passing through on Wednesday 26th May at 
approximately 10 am (for obvious reasons the time 
can’t be predicted exactly). Please support this 
praiseworthy venture. You can 
contact sue.hamiltoncox@
btinternet.com or on 01647 
252259 or 07847 728111. More 
information can be found on 
http://www.helpforheroes.org.
uk, and donations can also be 
made through www.justgiving.
com/hamilton-cox.

More deliverers needed for this 
paper
We urgently need two volunteers to deliver NN in the 
following roads:

• Old Market about 30 copies mainly to shops. (Takes 
about 30 minutes)

• Moffatt Road 15 copies to houses (Takes about 15 
minutes.)

Also, it would be very helpful to have names that we 
could call upon to deliver when somebody is on holiday or 
unwell. If you can get involved, please contact Don Luke 
on 832812 or donmorningside@gmail.com.

‘He’d much rather 
be delivering the 

Nailsworth News...’

Lost and found
Has anyone lost a studded enamel 
brooch? One was found recently at 
the footpath near a field between 
Shortwood and Rockness. If you 
think it is yours, please ring the 
finder, Margaret Medland, on 
834765.
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From our readers (Some letters have been edited for length)

Dear Editor
I thought this experience of mine 
might provoke a response from other 
readers. If you are a sceptic about such 
things I assure you I am too, but I 
promise you this is not made up.

About 30 years ago, late at night, 
my wife and I were driving down the 
‘W’ returning from Brimscombe. There 
were no other vehicles on the road.

As we turned the left hand bend 
at the entrance to ‘Hollow Stones’ 
our headlights illuminated a hooded 
figure on the seat that used to be at 
the road edge (half is still there but 
it was broken many years ago.) I 
remember thinking how strange it 
was that someone should be sitting 
in such a remote spot at that time of 
night and commenting to that effect to 
my wife, but she has no recollection 
of the incident. The figure was facing 
in Avening direction. There was no 
movement from it as we passed, and 
glancing at it in the headlights I saw no 
face within the hood.

Although I have never forgotten 
the incident I never gave it a great 
deal more thought. However, in 
1995 I picked up a book called ‘The 
Ghosts of Gloucestershire’ at a Stroud 
bookshop, and looked in the index for 
any recorded ‘ghosts’ in Nailsworth. 
There is only one, ‘a ghostly figure 
seen sitting on a bench by the roadside 
between Box and Nailsworth’. A shiver 
went down my spine! 

It would be great to hear if anyone 
else has had a similar experience.

Howard Price 

Dear Editor
Forest Green Community Centre
I would appreciate your publishing this statement in order to balance the other views 
being expressed in Nailsworth News.

Forest Green Tenants and Residents Association have been involved from the start 
of this project and, along with the majority of the people in this area, have given it 
their fullest support. Margaret, the Chair of the committee and myself, secretary, have 
attended all the public discussions and have watched the progress of the idea through 
a quite considerable time span. These open meetings were also well supported by the 
local residents and with the help of the rest of Nailsworth, made a positive choice 
on the size and style of the building. After the first initial excitement it all had to be 
put on hold but we realised there were certain conditions which had to be met before 
progress could be made and reasured local residents it had not been forgotten.

We need this community centre. It will bring some valuable opportunities not 
only to the community up here but to the whole of the Nailsworth area. 

Sally Millett 

AES Winterbothams
S O L I C I T O R S

We offer clear and practical advice 
for all your legal needs.

• Conveyancing • 
• Wills & Probate • Family • 
• Commercial & Company • 

• Crime • Motoring Offences • 
• Accidents & Diseases • 
• Dispute Resolution • 

• Employment •

www.aeswinterbothams.com

3/7 Rowcroft 
Stroud 

 
01453 847200

Stokescroft 
Cossack Square 

Nailsworth 
01453 832566

NAILSWORTH COUNTRY MARKET
EVERY FRIDAY 8.45 am - 11.00 am

in
MORTIMER ROOMS

COME AND SEE ALL OUR  
HOME PRODUCED  
FOOD & CRAFTS

Cakes, Preserves, Eggs, Fruit, 
Vegetables, Plants, Flowers, 
Woodcraft, Knitting, Sewing,  

Cards and more.
Gift Hampers available.

For details, contact
Marion Furley 01453 763392

Call in for our brochure, for advice, or 
to arrange a free 15 minute consultation 

with the practitioner of your choice.

Tel: 01453 836066
Smith House, George Street, Nailsworth, 

GL6 0AG

Health Centre

Nailsworth

Other feedback
Pacerpoles
Re. the article last month about Pacerpoles, Pam Browne has asked us to provide 
extra clarification. She comments that their form and function are based on applying 
anatomical and biomechanical research analysis to the transmission of effective upper 
body power to improve overall walking performance, so the left and right contoured 
handle shape puts these poles into a category of their own. They are designed for 
walking - for use as a trekking pole in the mountains, and for general as well as for 
fitness walking. 
April editorial
The editorial in April’s edition resulted in feedback from several readers. One area 
that we were contacted about was where we stated in respect of the concerns of the 
four councillors about the FGCC project, that ‘Neither the questions they raised nor 
the replies given have ever been made public’. We have been given to understand 
that there has never been any question of not making the notes public; the notes of 
the meeting were agreed by one of the two councillors present who had asked for the 
meeting; agreement is still awaited from the other councillor; and the notes will then 
be published on the Town Council’s website as drafted, or amended, by agreement 
with that councillor.’ 

Dear Editor
As a local researcher, I wonder if any of your readers can help with the questions 
below?
1. Does anyone know the architect and date of the set back stone house called 

Oldways in Fewster Road? It has a look of Thomas Falconer, the local arts and 
craft architect, but is more symmetrical.

2. On the walk from Nailsworth to Waterside there is a long, low, flat roofed brick 
building below the road. Was this an air-raid shelter for Chamberlains?

3. Does anyone have a photo of the cottage in South Woodchester demolished when 
Quaker chemicals extended their factory 15 or so years ago? It went suddenly. 
What was it called and who lived there?

  Any help would be appreciated.
  Jenny Bailey, 765705
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What do YOU (our readers) think about this paper?
We have now collated the results of The Nailsworth News survey that went out in the February issue. As a reminder of 
what we wanted to achieve, our team felt it was appropriate and important to listen our readership, to gauge how we are 
doing and see if there were any improvements that we should make. 

87 people responded to the survey, which was slightly above our expectations. We were very pleased to hear from so 
many of you, and we want to thank everyone who took the time to answer our questions. 

What did the survey show?
We want to share with you some of the 
information and statistics we learned from 
the survey. Here are some headline figures:
Of the 87 respondents:

• We received 15 responses online; 
72 were written 

• The average time that respondents 
have lived in Nailsworth is 22 
years

• The average age range of 
respondents is 60-69 years

• The average number of residents 
per home: 2.47

• The most popular commercial 
newspaper read by respondents is 
the Stroud News & Journal (70%)

• The three most popular services 
used in Nailsworth are grocers, 
newsagents and hardware

• The most popular view on 
community involvement 
by respondents is that they 
are actively involved in the 
community, and happy with that

• 'The depth of the news is just right' 
said 79 out of 87 respondents

• 'Nailsworth News is very 
easy to read’ said 73 out of 87 
respondents.

What else did you tell us?
We also want to share some of the comments left by respondents:

‘I look forward to receiving Nailsworth News and read it as soon as it arrives 
(with a cup of tea!). It really makes me feel part of the community and I use it as a 
valuable source of information for local tradespeople and what's going on.’

‘It's a good local journal. Keeps you informed.’
‘A wonderful COMMUNITY paper and those who produce it should be proud. 

Thank you.’
‘We are fortunate to have this publication. My thanks to all concerned.’
‘A fantastic paper providing interesting local information.’
‘NN is very supportive indeed to people and to local business.’
‘NN is a good combination of news and information plus light hearted and 

humorous articles - a good mix.’
‘Nigglesworth needs more column inches – especially the litter aspect.’

What comes next?
It doesn’t look as though we need to make 
major changes at the moment. However, we 
shall be looking in more detail at what you 
have told us, and using it to help shape how 
the newspaper develops. We also want to find 
out more about what some of our younger 
readers feel about our coverage, which is 
something to address in the future. And of 
course we plan to keep listening to your views.

The two tables on this page are reproduced 
as samples of how we have analysed the data. 
A fuller downloadable version of the survey, 
with more analysis shown, will soon be 
available on our website www.nailsworthnews.
org.uk.

Simon Stapleton  
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YOGA
for well being

new courses beginning  
in may

at the friends meeting house 
on monday evenings

at nailsworth primary school  
on tuesday evenings

both courses 6.30 - 8.00 pm

please book in advance

contact chris hewett on 
01453 834304  

or 07815 181361

the british wheel 
of yoga

Wild Garlic Restaurant 

'High quality, local and seasonal food, 
beautifully cooked in the heart of 
Nailsworth. Wonderful wines and 

professional service.' 

3 Cossack Square 
Nailsworth GL6 0DB 

01453 832615  
www.wild-garlic.co.uk 
info@wild-garlic.co.uk 

 

 

Dr Danny Elvidge 
Beekeeper

Swarms relocated, holiday bee-sitting, hive prod-
ucts and pollination services (allotments & crops)

01453 839201 (Home)  0773 7126835 (Mobile) 
daniel_elvidge@hotmail.com  nailsworthnaturals.co.uk

By Claire Stapleton

Making a bee road for 
Nailsworth
There are over 

250 species of 
bees in the UK. Bees 
are essential for a 
diverse and healthy 
environment, with 
each bee species 
having evolved to pollinate different 
flowering plants. All bees and their habitats 
need protecting. Wildflower meadows 
are becoming increasingly rare but in our 
gardens or window boxes we can help in 
many ways. Why not try the following?

1. Leave a small patch of your land to 
grow wild. 

2. Grow native, 'cottage garden' plants. 
3. Try companion planting (placing 

differing species of plants near each 
other) as a natural alternative to 
pesticides. 

4. Introduce or improve nesting sites, 
by making or buying a nesting box or 
even drilling some holes in a piece of 
wood! 

5. Get to know the bees in your garden 
and understand what they need.

For more information on helping protect 
our bees visit www.globalbeeproject.org 
(based in Stroud.)

CRETE - NEW VILLA TO LET
Private Pool, Sea Views, Air Con
Sleeps 4-6, €300 to €650 pw
Contact John on 834065 or

07825 863641 

Life 
without 
planes?
As we go 

to press, 
much of 
Europe is 
still covered 
in a cloud 
of Icelandic 
volcanic dust and air traffic has been disrupted. What does that mean for 
us in Nailsworth? Well, there have been major problems for those who are 
either trying to leave the country or who are trapped abroad unable to get 
back. The reduced flying has also affecting businesses that need to use air 
transport, particularly the travel and tourism industry. However, for other 
local residents it may have had little immediate impact. Some of us may 
have noticed our cars being slightly dusty (although that could be due to the 
lack of rain for weeks) but there has been minimal risk of the ash reaching 
ground level down here, and what has fallen is not thought likely to have 
harmed the environment. 

Fast forward, though. Could the recent ban on air travel be an insight 
into a future without it, or at least with less? We can only speculate on what 
that might mean to Nailsworth residents. More Britons would probably 
holiday at home, bringing extra tourists to our lovely town, but could our 
shops continue to be stocked with the internationally grown or produced 
products available now? Would we live more localised lives? It might be 
like going back to the 1950's (see the article on the next page for more about 
that.) Things would certainly change, but Nailsworth has a very strong 
LOCAL economy - we're tough enough to survive! And as compensation, 
we would certainly breathe cleaner air.

(It’s a photomontage, not a new flight path!)

For your diary
Carlo Montesanti of The Global Bee 
Project will be giving a talk on Thursday, 
13th May at Ruskin Mill and on Sunday, 16th 
May will also be giving a guided Bee walk 
and running a bee house making workshop at 
the Mill. Info: Jessie on 0117 2300506. 



THE COMPLETE  
DECORATING SERVICE

Painting & decorating  
undertaken by  

a dedicated female team

Advice on colours and soft furnishings 
Suppliers of fabrics,  

flooring & accessories 
Inside Out offers practical & affordable  

interior solutions
	 Jane	 Fiona
	 01285	760137	 01249	783636
	 07766	712066	 07909	542990

Cotswolds88hotel, 
Painswick

Special Offer Lunch
2 courses for £10 per person 

(available Monday to Saturday)

Open Monday-Sunday for breakfast, lunch, dinner 
and the ultimate afternoon tea under the direction 

of world class chef Lee Scott.

T: +44(0)1452 813688 
E: reservations@cotswolds88hotel.com

www.cotswolds88hotel.com

Need to cut your costs in 2010? 
With a mobile hairdresser and 

beautician, you can.

12 years’ experience
Salon quality products & service
Professional, friendly & reliable

New Year Special Offer,  
20% off your first appointment. 

For an appointment call

Laura Needham
Mobile: 07780 695482 

The way we were
Thirty years ago there were two small supermarkets in 

Nailsworth. One, the Co-op was where Emmaus is 
now and included a butcher. The other was a Spar and was 
in the Stroud and Swindon's office location. The amount 
of choice was restricted compared to today, mainly due 
to the size of the stores. Jinny Marshall remembers ‘We 
bought ingredients and cooked from scratch as there were 
few ready-made meals’. There was a fruit and veg shop 
(Mr Spyvee) in Market Street, where there was also a little 
Health Food Shop and of course William's Kitchen as now. 
William's sold bread, as did the 'grocers shops', and there 
was a choice of 2 or 3 other bread shops.

Anne Baldwin remembers being able to use Nailsworth 
shops and services to meet pretty much every need. ‘We 
used to buy ham, pies and sausages from the factory in Old 
Market.’ She kindly provided a great list of the shops and 
service providers she used to frequent 30 years or more 
ago, many of whom are still here today.

So, what did we do back then to save energy, reuse and 
reduce? Well, pretty much every household had a compost 
heap in the garden. We grew some of our own fruit and 
vegetables. There were, naturally, far fewer electrical 
gadgets, with fewer left on standby. Lights were always 
turned off - a favourite expression among parents was: ‘Are 
you in the kitchen? Then why is the light still on?’

Very few households had central heating and so ‘we 
simply wore more clothes’. Of the products bought from 
shops, less packaging was used and most bags were paper 
or compostable. Many people had milk delivered to the 
door, with bottles being returned and reused.

Time and again, Nailsworth shops still prove that they 
can satisfy most of our needs as a community. Remember 
back to the snow earlier this year? We were able to get what 
we needed in town. If we support local suppliers, the town 
can only continue to improve, which will benefit not only 
the local economy but our wider environment. 

(A big thank you to those who contributed to this piece.)
Claire Stapleton.

February 2010 - snow and ice on the roads meant more local shopping

One Fat Quarter
SEWING WORKSHOP

Mill Yard, Nailsworth Mills Estate

PATCHWORK & QUILTING CLASSES FOR 
BEGINNERS STARTING WED 19th MAY
mornings or evenings (7 week course)

CUSHION MAKING, EMBROIDERY, 
GET TO KNOW YOUR SEWING MACHINE 

Day workshops, individual tuition

For more information please ring 
Catherine Kingzett  07786 547820
or visit www.onefatquarter.co.uk

Quilts and Textile Art for sale - drop in and have a look!

Green matters
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Where did the idea come from?
The idea for a Community Centre in Forest Green 
came out of the consultation on the Regeneration 
Strategy in 2002, and was included as a key project 
in the Nailsworth Action Plan in 2005. The project 
has been featured in successive advertised Town 
Meetings. Alternative designs were exhibited and 
the proposed design chosen by local residents. A 
Working Party was set up in November 2007, with 
the Forest Green Residents Association and advised 
by the Gloucestershire Rural Community Council, 
to deliver the project. This group continues to 
oversee its implementation. A local management 
committee will be set up to help ensure the Centre 
provides a wide range of activities to meet local 
needs. 

Why not continue with the 
temporary building? 
The temporary community building (previously 
Redrow's sales office), only accommodates 30 
people in one room. Bookings have been lost and 
existing hirers moved elsewhere because the space 
is not large enough. Even though it has only been 
in use since November 2008, 33% of the available 
sessions are already booked. These users have not 
sought space in the town centre. This level of use 
already meets the average for all Gloucestershire 
village halls. A wide range of existing and potential 
users and service providers have confirmed that 
they would let space in the proposed centre. 

Why construct a two-storey building?
Having a ground floor space for up to 100 people that can be 
sub-divided and a first floor space that can accommodate up to 
70 people gives flexibility in lettings, with the opportunity for 
simultaneous meetings or larger scale events. It also provides 
the Town Council with the opportunity to let the upper floor 
separately to a business or organisation for a longer period, or if 
there proves to be insufficient demand.

Why will it cost £600,000?
The construction cost, following tendering, of the building 
including landscaped surrounds with an outdoor play area, is 
estimated at £543,191 plus VAT. This includes a contingency of 
£46,000, which may not be required. The further professional 
fees will total £10,000 and fitting out £25,000.

The building is intended to be a local exemplar for 
sustainability and energy efficiency. The higher capital cost of 
such measures, for example, a ground source heat pump, will 
be compensated for by attracting specific grants and enabling 
lower annual running costs. 

The proposed FGCC is estimated to cost over £100,000 
less than the national average for similar buildings. Spons 
(2008 edition), the industry cost guide, provides an average 
cost for the construction of general purpose halls (the nearest 
comparable category) of £1,769 per square metre. This implies 
a total construction cost for the proposed Community Centre, 
at 345 sq. m, of £610,000; substantially in excess of the 
anticipated cost for the FGCC. 

Will it be a green building?
From the outset the Town Council have been keen to ensure that 
the building is an exemplar for sustainable development, with 
the lowest possible carbon impact. It will have a ground source 
heat pump, photo-voltaics and very high levels of insulation. 
These measures will also bring in over £2,000 a year in income 
through electricity feed-in tariffs.

Why build a new community 
centre in Forest Green?
Opportunities for local people to hold meetings, 
benefit from services delivered locally and hold 
private events are limited in Forest Green through 
the pricing and availability of spaces in the private 
FGR Stadium and the Nailsworth Primary School/
Recreation Centre, and the lack of any other local 
venues. Access to the facilities in the town centre 
is restricted by distance, the long steep hill and the 
availability of public transport – there are no bus 
services after 7.30pm. Over half the population of 
Nailsworth, and a significant proportion of families 
with young children, live in Forest Green. They are 
poorly provided for.

Nailsworth Town Council
Forest Green Community Centre: 

Frequently Asked Questions

As project work continues on the Community Centre for Forest Green, the Working Party has produced a 
list of responses to Frequently Asked Questions. At their request, we are featuring that list as our centre 

spread for May. Printed versions of this information can be obtained from the Town Information Centre until 
at least 17th May, and there is an exhibition in the window there. The FAQ are also available on the Town 
Council website at www.nailsworthtown.co.uk. 
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Availability of parking
The proposed Community Centre received planning 
consent in November 2007, from Stroud District Council, 
on the basis of four designated off-street parking spaces. 
These will be laid out for people with disabilities. It has 
always been anticipated that the majority of users would 
walk to the centre due to the large population within 
walking distance. 

There are 60 parking spaces on-street within 150 
metres of the site. Plus a further 60 spaces in two car 
parks at the Primary School 150 metres to the west, for 
which agreement is being finalised for use by FGCC users 
outside school hours. Additionally hirers will receive 
guidance on public transport, car sharing, and off and on-
street parking availability; and be informed of the fixtures 
and matchday arrangements for the Forest Green Rovers.

Cost to Council Taxpayers
To date the Town Council has invested £20,000 in 
developing the project. This has covered, for example, the 
preparation of alternative schemes for public consultation 
and the costs of obtaining planning consent. The 
anticipated income from lettings (at 33% occupancy) will 
meet the running costs of the building, and following the 
Bequest and the grants anticipated, the annual cost of any 
loan necessary to enable construction to proceed.

At no further cost to the Council Taxpayer than the 
£20,000 the Town Council has invested in developing 
the project, the people of Forest Green and Nailsworth 
will be getting a brand new community building for local 
statutory and voluntary services, community meetings and 
events, owned and managed by the community. 

There should be further 
consultation now
Over the years local people have been asked for their 
views on what improvements are needed in Forest Green 
(from this came the idea for the Community Centre – then 
called a Community Hall); what activities they would 
wish to see provided at the proposed Centre; what design 
they favoured (at an exhibition in the Mortimer Rooms); 
and on the planning application (by Stroud District 
Council, as the local planning authority). 

The Town Council's newsletter, The Fountain, 
distributed to every home, Nailsworth News and the press 
have been used to provide updates and notify people 
of the exhibition and of the opportunity to discuss the 
proposal at the Annual Town Meetings. For example, a 
presentation on the proposed FGCC was well publicised 
at the 6th April 2009 Annual Town meeting in the 
Town Hall. This was followed by a discussion with an 
opportunity for questions and comments. 

The Town Council considers that consultation now 
would mislead people as to the project being in question. 
It is not. A consistent majority of councillors has voted 
to proceed with the project at every stage. Most recently, 
at the Town Council meetings, on 21st September 2009 
when the decision was made to go to tender, and 18th 
February when the decision was made to appoint a 
contractor.

The Town Council is now focused on implementing 
the project.

What happens next?
The planning consent has just been renewed by Stroud 
District Council. 

The outcome of grant applications to the South West 
Regional Development Agency and the Gloucestershire 
Environment Trust is awaited. If successful, these funds, 
with the £300,000 Bequest, will enable work to start on 
site this summer. The construction is estimated to take 
four months. Work will be commencing shortly on the 
establishment of a Shadow Management Committee.

The temporary building, which the Town Council 
purchased from Redrow Homes for £10, has been 
advertised for a community group to have for free if 
they meet the cost of removal. The Town Council will 
be starting discussions shortly with the current hirers to 
ensure they have satisfactory temporary arrangements to 
continue their activities when the Community Centre is 
under construction.

About the Nailsworth Town 
Council Forest Green Working 
Party
Members of the Working Party are Cllrs. Norman Kay, Sally 
Thorpe, Joy Way, John Nicholson and Ian Crawley.
Forest Green Resident’s Association – Sally Millett and 
Margaret Marshall.

Contact information
Town Council Clerk, 833592, clerk@nailsworthtown.co.uk.

The Arkell Bequest contribution 
of £300,000 could be used for 
other purposes, for example, the 
Boys Club (NYCE)
The Town Council received a letter in May 2008 from the 
solicitor representing the Trustees of the Bequest, asking 
the Town Council to make recommendations to them on 
how the Bequest might be used within the terms of the 
Will. The Trustees initially indicated that funds should 
be spent on indoor play facilities for young people and/
or residential facilities for older people. In response to a 
discussion with the Town Council, they were prepared to 
consider a broader approach. They asked for the names 
of relevant bodies. The Town Council supplied them with 
contact details for NYCE, the Nailsworth Youth Club, 
Abbeyfield House for older people and Hanover House. 

The Town Council put forward a bid for £300,000 
towards the cost of the Community Centre. This was 
agreed at a Council meeting in November 2008. There 
was only one vote against, by the then and current Mayor, 
not on the principle, but that the sum should be £250,000. 
All other councillors at the meeting supported this 
application. The Town Council also recommended that a 
further £36,000 be considered by the Trustees for other 
projects, for the benefit of the town. These included the 
laying out of the derelict site on the corner of Bath Road 
and Market Street which will be implemented shortly.

From then, decisions have been a matter for the Trustees. 

13
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(Mostly) schools

HORSFALL HOUSE
Windmill Road, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Glos GL6 9EY Registered Charity No:  287479

A Purpose-built Nursing Home, 
Day Resource Centre and Home Care Provider

The Local Care Home for Local Older People
Home Care Services

 � Professional Help with Personal Care
 � Domestic Tasks 
 � Meals on Wheels

Day Centre Including Optional Transport
 � Home cooked lunch plus teas/coffees
 � Entertainment, Activities and Day Trips
 � Chiropody & Hairdressing, Assisted Bathing

Care Home providing General & Dementia Nursing Care
 � Registered Nurses on duty 24 hours a day
 � Care Assistants trained to NVQ levels 2 & 3 in Care
 � Respite support occasionally available

Informal visits welcome. If you require further information, please telephone us on: 01453 731227
Patron: HRH The Princess Royal

Jacaranda Flowers 
of Nailsworth 

 

Your local florist,  
for all occasions  

 
 
 
 

5a Fountain Street 
Nailsworth 

GL6 0BL 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 01453 836714 
 
www.jacarandanailsworth.co.uk 

St Dominic’s
As I write this report the weather is verging on snow again! 

It is rare to both start and end a term with snow but this 
has been the case this year. The poor weather has again caused 
disruption to our sporting fixtures and the rugby final and 
netball tournament, both planned for this week, have had to 
be postponed to the summer term. Despite that, it has been a 
very positive term for sporting successes; the football team got 
through to a second tournament and then lost in the semi finals 
and the rugby and netball teams both got through to the final.

Class four sang enthusiastically at the Stroud Music 
Festival, the dancers danced brilliantly at the Country Dance 
Festival and as for the mock trial – we were very relieved that 
our defendant was found ‘not guilty’ and a good time was had by 
all. The term ended with a very close round in the Nature Quiz 
which we narrowly lost by one point. In all, a very successful 

term with many ‘enrichment activities’!
The end of this term also 

brings a sad ‘Good-bye’ to Mrs 
Sue Chambers who has worked 
at the School for about 20 years. 
She will be greatly missed by us 
all but we know there will still be 
close contact when she picks up 
grandchildren from school.

Hopefully the summer term will 
begin with some fine weather so 
that children can enjoy the outside 
and the many trips that are planned; 
class 1 to Westonbirt and the 
seaside, the choir to the Cheltenham 
festival and of course our PGL residential trip later in the term.

Margaret Smith

Local nursery Phoenix Playmates 
to relocate to Nailsworth Primary 
School
Exciting developments at Nailsworth CE Primary are being 
described as ‘a dream come true’ by staff. £360,000 worth 
of government funding means that local nursery Phoenix 
Playmates will soon be integrated into the existing school 
building. The school is topping up the money with £30,000 to 
help improve the learning environment for all the classrooms in 
Reception and KS1.

Headmaster Vince Southcott explains, 
‘This project will start to change the existing 
secondary school look into a proper Early Years 
and KS1 primary setting. Children will have 
dedicated indoor and outdoor learning spaces 
with easy access between them and will be 
able to mix with and learn from different year 
groups.’ Phoenix Playmates staff are also excited 
by the move and are looking forward to working more closely 
with the Reception teacher, Jess Smith. The grant has recently

been extended to re-landscape a tired and worn out playground 
for both Reception and Nursery children.

The building work started during the Easter holidays and 
will be completed by the end of August ready for the children 
returning from their summer holidays. Two Year 5 children will 
be reporting on the progress of the building work, so we hope to 
be able to feature some of their reports.

Covered part of the children’s garden - 
coloured panels with perspex windows 

and twin walled polycarbonate roof

Nigglesworth
Litter is this month’s NN theme, so... it’s great that people gather together their 
newspapers, cardboard etc and put them out to be collected, but please, make 
sure when you do it that the items are in bins with securely fastened lids or bags 
that are tied up. Last month’s volunteer team of litter pickers had to contend with 
rubbish and recyclables that had been set out for the Council to pick up but had 
been scattered by weather and animals. 

Story telling area from the 
children’s garden
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Miles Ward and Associates Ltd 
Chartered Building Surveyors

Specialising in Listed, Historic and Traditional Buildings
Building Surveys and Appraisals, Defect Diagnosis,

Listed Building, Planning and Building Regulation Applications,
Project Management, Conservation Advice, Energy Conservation Advice

Rodborough Cottage, Oakridge Lynch, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 7NR

website: www.mileswardandassociates.co.uk 
email:enquiries@mileswardandassociates.co.uk 

telephone: 01285 760123 or mobile: Nick Miles 07976 383969

JEM
ACCOUNTING SOLUTIONS

•	 Book-Keeping
•	 VAT	Returns
•	 Payroll
•	 Management	Accounts
•	 Sage	Training

Telephone: 834848 
Mobile: 07971 965572

Email: info@jem-accounting.co.uk
www.jem-accounting.co.uk

Town Crying - Nailsworth 
challenges the world!
Tony Evans our Town Crier has been selected 
as one of just 40 Town Criers from all over 
the world chosen to participate in the 2010 
World Town Criers Tournament. This is 
being held in Chester as part of the ‘Chestival’ 
to be held between 13th and 20th of June. 
Criers must ‘cry’ to each of three different 
themes: The Coach House Cry, to be set as if 
in the time of stagecoaches and highwaymen; 
The Home Town Cry, extolling the virtues of 
his home area; and An Advertising Cry - for 
this, Criers will be allocated one of the shops 
in the Chester Oaks Retail Park to promote. 
Each cry has to be written out and criers are 
marked down if they depart from this script; 
they are also judged on some five additional 
disciplines. There is a competition for the best 
dressed crier and his or her escort – at the last 
World Tournament 
Tony’s wife 
Jenny was judged 
Best Dressed 
Escort. Both their 
costumes must 
match in colour 
and period (George 
III in Tony & 
Jenny’s case). 
Congratulations 
to Tony on getting 
invited and our 
best wishes for 
what promises 
to be a tough 
competition. 

A new internet service for 
Nailsworth businesses
Simon Stapleton is Director of a company called 
Business Acceleration Ltd which he manages 
from Watledge. In May he’s launching a product 
called NailsworthSearch which is designed 
to steer an internet search engine, in this case 
Google, to present Nailsworth businesses at the 
top of the search list. But it doesn’t stop there. You'll also find exciting 
features and stories on our great town, photo-entry competitions, 
‘guess-where’ games and loads more! For local businesses, 
NailsworthSearch includes FREE local listings. Businesses can also 
reach new potential customers by showcasing their products/services 
on a full-page website – go to http://www.nailsworthsearch.co.uk/
ns/example to see how it could work. NailsworthSearch is obviously 
Nailsworth centred but it is totally transportable and you could call it 
up in Aberdeen, Australia or Alaska. Simon has plans to exploit the 
potential of the platform ranging from advertising job vacancies to 
providing a social media platform. And, finally, NailsworthSearch is 
not the only shot in the Business Acceleration Ltd locker. Visit http://
business-acceleration.co.uk/nailsworth and see what Simon might 
do for you.

Carolyn moves 
Framing 
Studio to Gigg 
Mill
In June 2007 we told 
you that, in 2005, 
Carolyn Galloway had 
moved The Framing 
Studio from The Old 
Teazle House to Ruskin 
Mill. Well, she’s moved 
again and is now 
working in Gigg Mill. 
That the roof of her 
previous studio seems 
to have been replaced 
with plastic sheet may 
be a contributory factor.

bristol  
ensemble

formerly the emerald ensemble

Rossini: Sonata No.1 in G
Boccherini: Night in Madrid

Rossini: Sonata No.2 in A
Puccini: Crisantemi

Rossini: Sonata No.6 in D

Tea Time Concert
Italian Spring

Sunday 16th May - 3.00 pm
Christ Church, Nailsworth

The Bristol Ensemble

Tea and cakes will be served after the concert 
at 4.00 pm in aid of a Church charity
Tickets from Coco, 7a Fountain St 

or call 0117 924 3159
£10 on door, £9 in advance,  
or £25 for series of three.
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NMC
Nailsworth MOT Centre 

Book MOTs online at 
www.nailsworthmotcentre.co.uk 

Tel: 01453 836816 
Unit 6, Inchbrook Trading Estate, Bath Road, Woodchester, Stroud GL5 5EY

Car Servicing Specialists

Visit our shop for bespoke  
and ready-made frames

through the wrought iron gates 
in Morrisons Car Park

 Turn your favourite 
photo into a full size canvas  

- stretched or framed!

Meaco Woodwork Ltd 
unit 41a 

nailsworth mills estate
nailsworth, stroud, gl6 0an

MANUFACTURE & DESIGN OF TAILOR-MADE & 
BATCH-PRODUCTION WOOD-BASED SOLUTIONS

01453 836134 

picture  
framers

New

I have 23 years experience as a Professional Photographer  
working for Regional, National & Local Newspapers.

• Weddings
• Corporate
• Public Relations
•Advertising & Commercial

Please call or email Clint for a no obligation quote.
01453 833848 or 07810 638175

randall.clint@gmail.com   www.pixelphotography.co.uk

Polperro, Cornwall
Holiday Cottage to Rent
May reduced to £350 per week
June reduced to £395 per week

For a brochure, telephone 01453 832491
www.Polhaven.co.uk

A feast of literature for 
Nailsworth
Hereward Corbett, who established his second book 
shop Yellow-Lighted Bookshop in Nailsworth in late 
2009, has now launched a fully fledged book festival 
The Yellow-Lighted Book Festival split between 
locations in Nailsworth and Tetbury. It runs from 1st to 29th of May and 
there’s everything from ‘Reading with Children’ with Pie Corbett to ‘Love 
Letters and a Perfect Proposal’ with Katie Fforde to ‘Magnetic North’ with 
Sarah Wheeler discussing the lives of those who lived and died around the 
Arctic north. Call in at the shop or the Town Information Centre, pick up a 
programme leaflet and enjoy!

Probus caters for retired 
professionals and businessmen
It’s now over a year since the two Probus Clubs in 
Nailsworth came together as the Nailsworth Valley 
Probus Club. The Club consists of retired professionals 
and businessmen (sorry, ladies!) who meet socially to 
enjoy speakers on a variety of subjects. Meetings take 
place on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month from 10 
am to l2 noon in the Mortimer Room in Nailsworth – and 
there’s a pub lunch arranged for those who want to go on. 
As well as the regular meetings there are visits arranged 
to places of interest and there are ‘bring your partner’ 
functions. New members are very welcome and are invited 
as guests for a ‘taster’ before deciding whether to join; 
contact the Secretary Harry Bryant on 833581 or come 
along to a meeting.

One year anniversary 
- Little Gifts going well
A year ago we told you that Lyn 
Thompson had taken over what 
is now the Little Gift Shop. Well, 
she’s now celebrating her first year 
in charge of the business. She tells 
us all is going well; trade is holding 
up well and she’d like to thank 
everyone who has supported her 
business through this last, and not 
the easiest, year. It does show what 
a good site, a good range of goods 
and a lot of hard work with a bright 
smile can do!

Creating the kitchen of your dreams
. . . at truly affordable prices. 

The complete service from an established 
family business. With an envied reputation  
for quality and service at pleasing prices.
All approved by ‘The Kitchen Specialists’  

Association’.

Cotswold Kitchens
01453 833910

HO & Design Studio: 2 Market St, Nailsworth, GL6 0BZ
Showroom: The Old Art Gallery, Market St, Nailsworth GL6 0BX

www.cotswoldkitchens.co.uk

PERLA PLASTERING
General household maintenance

22 years experience
Fully insured, 

fast and friendly
Ring Andy on 07825 235949 

or 01453 832824

JOANNA PARKER CATERING 

Any event catered for 
Graduate of Leith's School of Food & Wine 

www.joannaparker.co.uk 
07951 514 172 
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Spanish holiday house to rent
Costa Blanca - sleeps 4 - good rates

beautiful pool and gardens,  
6 mins to beaches and golf.

For more info
Tel 01453 835530 or email

catherineconstable@hotmail.co.uk

Procrastination – better 
late than never!
It’s that bittersweet time of year. I don’t know 

why it always happens, just when you have 
accumulated a big pile of stuff you should 
be doing, the sun comes out and numerous 
temptations appear, making it even harder to get 

down to chores like homework and exam revision.
Take this article, for instance. I love writing for the Nailsworth 

News and seeing my name in print, but getting down to it seems 
almost impossible! Once I get going, it’s great, but I’d even prefer 
to tidy my room or wash up than work on the article. Hence it’s 
sometimes a last minute scramble – sorry, Editor!

 As for revision, I know I’m not alone in finding absolutely 
any excuse to avoid it, like spending two hours arranging my desk 
in alphabetical order! Usually my excuses are aimed at my Mum, 
but I also try to convince myself that I’ll turn over a new leaf 
tomorrow, or next week – just as soon as I’ve done this and that. 
And then there’s always another reason...

When I looked up procrastination on Wikipedia I was 
surprised to find quite a bit about it. Were you aware that there 
are different types of procrastinators, including ‘the relaxed 
type’ and the ‘tense-afraid’ type, as well as those who practice 
‘academic procrastination’? I think I suffer from the whole lot, 

but the ‘student syndrome’ was what caught my eye and I’m sure 
that I’m not alone at this time of year. Wikipedia describes it as: 
‘A phenomenon where a student will only begin to fully apply 
themselves to a task immediately before a deadline.’ ‘Students also 
have difficulties when self-imposing deadlines.’ Sound familiar?

Or how about the ‘Tense-afraid’ types, who ‘tell themselves 
that they need to relax and unwind, that it’s better to take it easy 
for the afternoon, for example, and start afresh in the morning. 
Their ‘relaxing’ often leads to even more stress as time runs out, 
deadlines approach and the person feels increasingly guilty and 
apprehensive.’ 

I think it’s fair to say that at one time or another I have 
managed to fit in to every category. I was then intrigued to 
see the heading ‘African Time’ – there’s a whole continent of 
procrastinators, according to the encyclopaedia. There is also 
Maniana syndrome, the Spanish equivalent. This is obviously 
a pandemic problem. Finally my musings have bypassed the 
overwhelming idea of a whole world of putter-offers coming home 
to ‘Nailsworth time.’ I think we have a town where people are 
still happy to put off meaningless tasks in order to have a friendly 
chat with neighbours, or make time for people less fortunate 
than ourselves. We are not so task orientated that we take on the 
seemingly uncaring attitude of some big cities. And as a town we 
achieve plenty and keep up with the times.

Mike Kilcooley

We have been making quite a few 
changes to the Nailsworth News 
website recently. Most of them are 
behind-the-scenes, although you might 
notice a slightly different ‘look and 
feel’ since over the past few months we 
have been matching website changes to 
revisions to the look of the paper.

What else have we been doing? 
Well we've been hunting down old 
copies of the paper and preparing them 
so that they can go on to the website. 
The format we have chosen is PDF, 
which keeps all of the layout of the 
newspapers, the images, the adverts

and/or text which can also be searched. All the copies that we have put up so 
far are in the Archive Copies section of the site. Where possible they are in 
colour, and sometimes these are quite large files - maybe 6 or 7 MB.

We have also added a search function, which will allow you to hunt back 
through over 100 copies of the Nailsworth News. As we go to press there are 
a couple of copies missing; however, we are working hard to track them down 
and we should have a complete archive very soon.

You can find these functions on the menu on each page. Happy browsing!
Jonathan Duckworth

Nailsworth News Website gets added punch
(A detail from the NN extended archive facility at www.nailsworthnews.org.uk)
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When I was a lad there was a radio/
wireless programme called Uncle 

Mac's Children's Favourites broadcast on 
a Saturday morning from 1954 until 1965. 
Uncle Mac (the broadcaster - he would 
be called a disc jockey today) used to 
read kids’ requests and play a wonderful 
selection of novelty songs, folk tunes, 
choir and instrumental favourites - regulars 
I can remember include The Runaway 
Train, She Wears Red Feathers And A Hula Hula Skirt, 
The Ugly Duckling, The Old Lady Who Swallowed A Fly, 
You're A Pink Toothbrush - there were so many favourites 
that now I have started thinking of them I could go on 
for ages. Uncle Mac used to begin with the words ‘Hello 
children, everywhere.’ I loved joining in with all the songs, 
Mum's upright hoover handle acting as my microphone, and 
conducting the final orchestral piece. 

Since then I have always loved to sing. The first time I 
heard a ‘live’ gospel choir was when the Aberdeen Street 
Fellowship Choir from Birmingham came to St George's 
as part of the Nailsworth Festival in April 2006. They sent 
shivers up my spine and I felt as if I was smiling from the 
inside out. They were so good that we brought them back to 
the new Forest Green Rovers football stadium in September 
of that year, where nearly 400 people came to hear them on 
a glorious evening. Everyone I spoke to said how much they 
enjoyed the evening but the one complaint was that people 
wanted to join in - so they'll get their chance soon! 

 By popular demand, St George's and Forest Green 
Rovers FC are co-promoting the choir to return to the 
stadium on the 9th May at 6pm. They will be singing their 
favourite Gospel Songs and the audience will be given 
songsheets so that we can join in with O Happy Day, 
Amazing Grace, How Great Thou Art, Blessed Assurance 
and My Jesus, my Saviour - all for just £5, with accompanied 
children under 16 going free. Have you ever watched/listened 
to a Gospel Choir and wanted to sing along? Your chance is 
coming - and I'd love to see a full stadium! 

Revd. Stephen Earley

Faith matters

Conditions inc: 
-Back pain 
-Neck pain 
-Sciatica 
-Headaches 
-Disc injury 
-Trapped nerve 
-Sports injuries 

Pregnancy: 
-Pelvic, back pain  
-Sciatica 
Babies / children: 
-Colic  
-Feeding problems 
-Birth strains 
-Irritability  

 

  

THE WHITE PRACTICE 
Nailsworth Osteopathic Clinic 

14 Market Street 
Nailsworth 

TEL: 01453 832515 
 www.thewhitepractice.co.uk 

NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS Independent Estate Agents 
Residential Sales and Lettings 
14 Fountain Street, 

Nailsworth 
3 London Road, 

Stroud 

Sales: 01453 833747 
Lettings: 01453 833847 

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk 

Sales: 01453 766333 
 

stroud@peterjoy.co.uk 

Experienced and Sympathetic Teacher

available to tutor children aged 5 – 10 years.
References on request. Please contact:

Mrs Charlotte Keyte • 01453 835313

Woodchester Priory - some 
historical notes
Our Lady of the Annunciation Catholic Church 

at South Woodchester was financed by William 
Leigh of Woodchester Park. The original design was 
Pugin’s, but he and Leigh fell out over scaling it 
down. Charles Hansom took over but must have seen 
Pugin’s drawings, as the whole ethos is pure Pugin.

The foundation stone was laid in 1846. The 
church opened in 1849, and in 1850 the Dominicans 
took over from the Passionists, which started their 
long association with our parish. Their connections 
are marked by simple crosses with names and dates 
on the stones below. There is little to distinguish 
the brilliant preacher or writer from the brother 
who baked, gardened or brewed in the adjacent 
Priory (1850-3 also by Hansom) which was, sadly, 
demolished in 1971. There is a model of the Priory in 
the sacristy, and from the size of the existing car park 
one can see the footprint of the buildings. 

The most recent grave is that of Sister Wulstan, 
who died last 
year. She joined 
her Sisters from 
Stroud. When 
the convent in 
Stroud was sold 
they were all re-
buried here. Sister 
Wulstan was well 
known as a Parish 
Visitor in Stroud and also an active member of Stroud 
local history society. (With acknowledgements to 
Pevsner and Jane Bethell.)
Dates for your diary. Don’t forget coffee after 
mass on 2nd May. Ascension Day is 16th May (not 
Thursdays any more.) Pentecost 23rd May.

Jenny Bailey
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WILLIAM’S FISH MARKET, FOODHALL & OYSTER BAR 
By the time you read this the Asparagus Season will be in full swing. So why 
not pop into the Oyster Bar and have a few spears cooked to perfection, on 
its own with melted butter or with Parma Ham, Poached Egg and Parmesan 
Shavings. We have a daily changing menu of up to twenty freshly prepared 
dishes utilising the stunning range of ingredients available in the shop, and 
if it’s warm enough you can sit outside! The Shop and Oyster Bar are open 

Monday to Saturday from around 7.30 am until 5 pm. (4 pm Saturday) 
We look forward to seeing you!!

WILLIAM’S FISH MARKET & FOODHALL 
3 FOUNTAIN STREET, NAILSWORTH, GL6 0BL 01453 83 22 40

A Hearing Aid Service 
at 

Baileys Opticians
A name you can trust.

Free hearing tests. 

Repairs to all makes.

Advice on the latest digital 

aids and free 30 day trials.

7 Old Market, Nailsworth 
01453 834339

17 High Street, Stonehouse 
01453 823399

Bob Court Engineering Services
•	Boiler	servicing	incl	LPG
•	Electrical	work
•	 Landlord’s	certificates

Gas Safe registered,  
qualified, reliable

0797 181 4017 or 01453 833291

HOMOEOPATHY
A safe, natural and  

gentle way of healing.
15 years’ experience

for information or an appointment, call 
Polly Howell RSHom 01453 834439

Canasta
April’s meeting took place on 1st April, not 8th as listed 
in Nailsworth News. Our apologies to anyone who was 
inconvenienced by this confusion.

We are still going strong, and now that lighter evenings 
are here we are keen to welcome new players. If you would 
like to join us but are unable to get into Hanover Gardens, 
please tell either Jane Hobdell (835937) 
or Ruth Vowles (835211) and we will try 
to assist with transport. Our next meeting 
will be on 6th May – election day, so not 
easy to forget – at the Hanover Gardens 
Community Room, 7.15 pm.

Nailstock 2011... YOU decide!
After the unfortunate cancellation it has been gratifying 

that many people contacted us to say how sorry they 
were that Nailstock was not going ahead. Many have 
volunteered to help with either the organisation or the 
weekend in future years.

 As some of you will know, Easter will be later than 
normal next year, falling on the last weekend of April. This 
is the usual weekend for Nailstock, so we want to know your 
views on holding the event at Easter. If you haven't already 
voted, we encourage you to do so. The poll is proving 
interesting - to date it's looking as if running Nailstock 2011 
over the Easter weekend is the preferred option, but the more 
votes we have the more accurate the 
result will be. You can vote in the 
poll at www.nailstock.com.

 It’s wide open what kind of 
activities will take place at next 
year's event, and we'd love to hear 
your thoughts. Some suggestions 
are:

• Folk, country
• Cabaret
• Local school projects
• Orchestral, classical

• Drama, dance
• Local bands and musicians.
There are many things that we could facilitate to 

demonstrate the high level of talent in our community. If you 
or your organisation would like to do something in 2011 
then please email us at performers@nailstock.com. We'd 
love to hear your suggestions.

 All the legal stuff is sorted. We'll publish the 
management system and drawings on Saturday 24th April so 
that you can all see what goes into the health and safety side 
of it as well as what the site would potentially look like.

 Getting the message out this year has not been easy 
and this is an area we'll now be focusing on. Our main 
information will be published via our website at www.

nailstock.com and via, ‘Nailsworth 
News’, ‘Stroud Life’ and ‘Stroud 
News and Journal’. We'll also 
be using Twitter (www.twitter.
com/nailstock) and our page on 
Facebook much more than we 
have to date. If you have any other 
ideas please let us know at info@
nailstock.com.

The Festival Organisers
 Decipher Manana performing at Nailstock 2008

Don’t miss Newmarket Fete 
Yes, it’s almost time for Newmarket Fete again – by 
popular demand! This year it will be outside the George, 
2.30pm to 5.30pm on Sunday 30th May, and is raising 
money for two local charities:

• Teckels Animal Sanctuary
• Scout Enterprises - helping disadvantaged people 

into work and providing a day service to people with 
mental health problems.

There will be market stalls with many local arts and 
crafts traders, a pig roast, live music all afternoon, cream 
teas, and all the usual fun of a fete. Do go along and enjoy 
the party!
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Sport/events

MUSIC Martha Tilston Friday 7 May 8pm £10 / £8 
  Gigspanner Friday 21 May 8pm £10 / £8 
Chris Wood Tuesday 25 May 7.30pm nb early time £15 Nailsworth Festival 
STORYTELLING for the over 5’s with Fiona Eadie and Jess Wilson  
Saturday 29 May 10.30am Children £3, adults £4, family ticket £10 
Storywalk Tales from the Track with Fiona Eadie Sun 23 May 2.30pm 
Bee Talk  Thursday 13 May 7.30pm £5 / £4  see workshops 
EXHIBITIONS Pauline Vennard  Saturday 1 May—Thurs 13 May 
   Margaret Docherty Saturday 15—Sunday 30 May 
WORKSHOPS Textiles with Margaret Docherty Sat 8 May, 5 June 
   Call 01453 833320 for booking & info  
Bee Walk & workshop Sun 16 May 1pm—4pm £5/£3 
Nailsworth Festival Craft workshops Sat 29/Sun 30 May 

 RUSKIN MILL www.rmet.org.uk   
Old Bristol Road Nailsworth GL6 0LA   

information and booking 01453 837537  

Roots Tree Care
01453 840853 and 07818 078959

www.rootstreecare.co.uk

Professional Tree Care

Hedge Management

Garden Clearance

New group wins praise
The first public concert of the five Tallis Singers was 
very well received, with the audience appreciating the 
programme of European polyphony from the later 16th 
century (the repertoire that prompted this group of men 
to form.) The ensemble was described by an expert 
reviewer as ‘secure, committed and well beyond the 
standard expected of those singing democratically for 
their own enjoyment.’ Congratulations to all involved, 
and we hope to be able to tell you about further 
events in 
due course 
- word is, 
the group 
are hoping 
to perform 
again in the 
autumn.

PETER RUSHTON 
LANDSCAPES LTD

NAILSWORTH 
EST 1980

Celebrating 30 years of trading
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL  

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN SERVICE
* Modern & Traditional Water Features

 * Garden Lighting  * Patios & retaining walls

 * Decking & Pergolas  * Low Maintenance Gardens

 * Planting & Lawns * Large & small groundwork projects

 * Video Library * Competitive Prices

 * Driveways * Free Estimates

Tel.: 01453 832576  
Mob.: 07887 841076

Brentmoor House, Newmarket Rd, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DQ

See our display boards at  
Nailsworth & Highfield Garden Centres

The Phoenix builds for the future
Our first season in the Stroud table tennis league has now 

finished (where does the time go?) 
and we ended up in third position 
in division four. This was a great 
performance since after a third of our 
matches we were bottom but one. 
Things turned round after we made 
our international signing, Sukesh. 
Not only did he bewilder most of the 
opposition but he brought the best 
out of our captain, Mike Davis, and 
to their credit they both finished in 
the top six of the averages.

We are now building for next 
season, when we hope to field at least two teams if not four! 
The club is open all year on Tuesday evenings and Saturday 
mornings so if you would like to come and join The Phoenix 
please ring Mike on 833900 or visit our web site www.
nailsworthphoenix.co.uk for more details. You will be made 
very welcome and your first session is on us. Hope to see you 
soon!

Andy Hammond

Shortwood United - silverware available!
No promotion is likely this year but 
Shortwood should finish a close 2nd again 
in the league unless there is a miracle. By 
the time this is published, The Wood will 
have played their 1st of a two-leg Floodlit 
Cup Final v. Reading and the GFA Final 
v Almondsbury (we’ll report on that next 
month). The 2nd Leg of the Floodlit Cup 
Final will be on 4th May at home v. Reading 
(7.45pm) and should be a cracker! Club bar, 
food and quality footie will be available all 
evening - what could be better? See you 
there. Contact the Club for details - www.
pitchero.com/clubs/shortwoodunited.
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FGR Supporters 
Trust plays 
important role
With Forest Green Football 
Club working to get the 
financial support that is needed 
to secure its future, their 
excellent Supporters Trust 
is doing everything it can to 
assist and support them. The 
Trust appointed three new 
Board members for 2010 - Lisa 
Astle, Stephen Wright and Fi 
Macmillan – whose experience, 
skills and enthusiasm for the club 
are likely to be invaluable in the 
months and years to come. If you 
would like to know more about 
the Trust, visit www.fgrtrust.
com for more information, or 
email Fi at cllr.fi.macmillan@
stroud.gov.uk. 

The club itself has changed 
its status to become a company 
limited by shares, in order to 
attract much needed investment. 
The first AGM will be an 
important meeting - it will take 
place on 20th May. 

        A MASSIVE
       THANK YOU

FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT FOR
FOREST GREEN ROVERS F.C.

DURING THE 2009/10 SEASON

FROM
FOREST GREEN ROVERS

SUPPORTERS TRUST
www.fgrtrust.com

For news of all the great events taking place throughout the
summer at the Five Valleys Conference and Leisure Centre 
including our fabulous ‘Tribute Nights’ call 01453 834860

or log on to www.forestgreenroversfc.com

Local Heroes
This month’s Nailsworth heroes are the rank and file supporters of 
Forest Green Rovers who have dug deep into their pockets to help 
the club in its hour of need. We understand that a sum approaching 
£30,000 has been raised by individual fans through various initiatives, 
sponsorships, bucket collections, £100 share holdings and forward 
purchasing of season tickets. With things improving on the pitch, 
hopefully they can now improve off it too. Thank you to everyone!

FGR relegated from Blue Square 
Conference - down but NOT out
24/04/10: 4.30pm - 1-0 up v. Grays, 4.40pm 1-1  and 
with 4 minutes to go, lost 1-2. 
Relegated from the BSC on goal 
difference. All we needed was a 
point! We can all come up with IFs 
and BUTs, but the results show that 
FGR simply weren’t good enough 
this season. Lost points in the last 
minutes of games mean a lot, and 
as the manager has often stated 
a lack-lustre performance from 
well-paid players has never been 
acceptable. 

There is a huge stadium to fill, 
with brilliant facilities as well. 
It will be a struggle to see where 
things go from now. Attendances 

of 22,738 over the season with an average gate of 989 is 
good (1 in 5 of the Nailsworth population is terrific!) but 
the same turnout will be needed for next season in the 
league below to maintain any sort of progress. Stability 
is now essential. Will players accept new contracts? We 

hope many do - a strong nucleus 
of seasoned players is needed,  and 
loyalty matters. 

Forest Green is a great club, we 
are lucky to have it in Nailsworth 
so we mustn’t let the current bad 
news put us off. Yes, bills have 
to be paid, debts as well and it is 
going to be a struggle but we as 
FGR supporters must continue to 
do what we can. The directors now 
need to make a firm decision about 
where the team goes next. Don’t 
forget, football is all about grass 
roots support so keep giving yours!
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Don’t miss the town’s very own festival! With such a broad programme on offer, there really is something 
for everyone. You still have time to book, or you can just turn up on the day. Below are highlights of the 

programme. Please see the Festival website at www.nailsworthfestival.org.uk for full details or pick up a 
leaflet (available from the Town Information Centre and many other places around the town.)

Volunteers are wanted for Festival Saturday - the Festival Committee is keen to hear from anyone who 
can help out. If you could spare some time on that day please contact Tony Anhouri on 860671. 

Festival Saturday
The Festival starts on 22nd May 
with entertainment in and around the 
Mortimer Gardens: 
• 9.45 - Ruskin Mill Singers the 

popular local choir
• 10.15 - Jax Dance fun and funky 

hip hop 
• 10.45 & 1.45 - Punch and Judy 
• 11.15 & 1.15 - Stroud Samba 

Band; Brazilian carnival sound
• 11.45 & 12.45 - Frantix 

clowning, juggling and stilt 
walking

• 12.15 - Jazz, Jive, Swing a 
talented group of local dancers 

• 2.15 - The Strollers melodies of 
the music hall 

• 2.45 - Silver Band Nailsworth 
Silver Training Band 

Also watch out for other activities 
around the town together with the 
Nailsworth Farmers’ Market, tasty 
snack stalls, special festival lunches 
and, of course, the duck race.

Nailsworth Festival, May 2010

Festival Week
As well as the programme of 
main events published in the 
April edition of Nailsworth 
News there are many other 
events taking place over the nine 
days of the Festival: 
Walks 
Sunday 23rd May - Storywalk: 
Tales from the Track
Sunday 30th May - Festival 
walk with the poets
Exhibitions 
Saturday 22nd to Saturday 
29nd May - ‘Diverse Six’ art 
exhibition
Saturday 22nd to Sunday 23rd May - The Woodchester Photography Group 
Exhibition
Thursday 27th to Saturday 29th May – Light in Africa
Workshops and groups 
Saturday 22nd May - Nailsworth Community Workshop
Saturday 29th May - Craft morning at St George’s Church
Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th May - Ruskin Mill Craft Workshops
Saturday 29th May – Croc n Roll, Bandroom, Brewery Lane.

The duck race in full swing!

Pressed 2 Perfection
The premier ironing service

999 Reliable and accommodating
999 Free pick up & delivery

Viki: 07976 400139
Call in the perfect solution!

With our NEW easy-to-use
Bulk Food Dispensers and Scoop Bins
you can BUY as much as you need. The prices are LOWER
too, so you SAVE money without losing quality!
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Su
n Salsa class for beginners & improvers. Single or with 

partner. Comrades Club, 4.30 pm-6 pm, £5.
Info 07774707625

M
on Yoga (Gentle class), Christ Church Hall, 11.15 am – 

12.45. Info Sally Deacon 751937
Archive Offi ce open, Town Hall, 10 am – 12 noon
Beginners Calligraphy, Christ Church Hall, 2 – 4.30 pm. 
Info Pam Harmer 832725
Yoga at Nailsworth Primary School, evening
Info Chris Hewitt on 834304
Aerobics & Body Conditioning, Christ Church Hall, 
9.30 am and 7.15 pm Info Tina on 753895

Tu
e  Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 10 – 11.30 am.

Info Sally Deacon 751937
Nailsworth ‘Lightwaves’ Shintaido, Christ Church Hall, 
1.30-3.30 pm. Info David & Nagako Cooper 756569. 
1st ‘taster’ session free
Health Walk (30-60 mins). Start Nailsworth Library, 
2.30. Info 754505
Yoga. Nailsworth Primary School, evening
Info Chris Hewitt on 834304
Eurythmy class, Horsley Village Hall, 5 – 6 pm, 20th 
April – 18th May. Info Elizabeth 832921

W
ed Pilates on the Ball, Christ Church Hall , 9.30 am.

Info Tina 753895
Stroud Valleys NCT Bumps and Babies Coffee 
Morning, Tubby’s Café, Waterside, 10 am – 12 noon.
Info Clare 544583
Group Hypnosis, Natural Health Centre, 12.30 pm-1 
pm, £6.00 per session.
Info and booking: 836066 or 767399
Toddler Group (0-4 yrs), St Dominic’s Hall, 1.30 – 3 
pm. £1 per child (inc. drink & snack). Term time only

W
ed Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 7 – 8.30 pm.

Info Sally Deacon 751937
Iyengar Yoga, Mortimer Rooms, 7.30 pm – 9 pm.
Info Alison Griffi n 752249
Love Meditation, a guided opportunity to quieten the 
mind. venue tbc (depending on numbers) 7.30 pm – 9 
pm. Info Maddie 0845 539 9938
Jazz, Jive, Swing. Beginners, Comrades Club, 7.45 pm. 
£4. Info James 01452 770701

Th
u Croc’N’Roll children’s music class (6 mths – 4 yrs), 

Forest Green Community Centre, 9.10 am, 10.00 am, 
10.40 am. £3 per class. Info Stephanie Urquhart 07957 
235413. Term time only.
Baby Group, Children’s Centre, Library, 10.30 – 11.30 
am Info Sarah Dean 755373
Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 5.45 – 7.15 pm and 7.30 - 9 
pm. Info Sally Deacon 751937
Buddhist meditation and mindfulness, Friends Meeting 
House, 7.30pm. All welcome. Info Will on 839453.
Jazz, Jive, Swing classes, Comrades Club, 7.15 pm 
Beginners, 8.15 pm Intermediate, 9.15 pm Advanced. 
£4. Info James 01452 770701
Pilates (experienced and beginners), Mortimer Room, 
6.30 and 8.00 pm. Info Bea 07717 472129

Fr
i Country Market, Mortimer Room, 8.45 am-11 am

Little Angels, Singing and Music for Parents & 
Toddlers, St. Georges Church, 9.30-10 am
Archive Offi ce open, Town Hall, 10 am – 12 noon
Taiji Wuxigong, Christ Church Hall, 11.15 -12.45. Info 
Poh Eng 836425 (New class starts 16 Apr for 15 weeks)
Bingo, cash prizes. Green Man (FGR), at 7.30 pm.

Regular Weekly Events
May 2010
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Comrades Club events
A Buddy Holly Tribute Show will
take place at the Comrades Club on 
Friday 14th May at 8pm in aid of 
Shortwood United. Tickets are £8. 
To reserve a seat call 01454 321694. 

Also to support Shortwood United, the Nailsworth 
Classic Car & Bike Show will take place at the 
Shortwood ground on Sunday May 30th. Adults £4, 
concessions and children are free. For exhibitors, trade 
stand or stall enquiries phone David Stallworthy on 
01454 321694.

Martha Tilston comes to 
Nailsworth
On Friday 7th May folk singer-songwriter Martha Tilston 
will be performing in Ruskin Mill College as part of her 
current UK tour. She has just released a new album, Lucy & 
The Wolves. The songs on it feature her backing band The 
Woods with violins, viola, cello, double bass and, unusually, 
trombone. Martha’s stepmother, Maggie Boyle, added fl ute 
and harmonies on one track, and another, Searching For 
Lambs, was apparently recorded in a Somerset wood with 
help from only a few neighbouring crows! 



What’s On - May 2010
To include events,

contact Tina on 835295 or
whatson@nailsworthnews.org.uk

1 Sat FGR End of season presentation, Tickets 
adults £20, under 12s.  Info 834860
Nailsworth Valley Probus, ‘Exploring Pinch 
Pots’, Old Boys Club, 10 am – 12 noon.
World Cup Quiz Madness, Nailsworth 
Comrades Club, 8.30 pm start, Teams of 4

2 Sun Family Service, Nailsworth Primary School, 
11 am. Everyone welcome
Norton Wood Orchard Project working 
party. Meet Jovial Foresters car park, 2 pm. 
Info Marilyn Miles 832974

3 Mon Yellow Lighted Book Festival begins. See 
page 16

5 Wed Flower Club Meeting, Town Hall, 7 pm
6 Thu NSoc Luncheon Group, Egypt Mill, 11.30 

am. 
Canasta, Hanover Gardens Community 
Room, 7.15 pm. All welcome. Info Jane 
Hobdell 835937

7 Fri Folk singer Martha Tilston, Ruskin Mill, 7 
pm

8 Sat Charity Head Shave, Village Inn, 6.30 pm
8/9 Sat/

Sun
Amberley Cow Hunt, Amberley Parochial 
School, 1 – 5 pm

9 Sun 9th SunGospel Concert, FGR, 6 pm. 
‘Can we fill the Stadium?’ Tickets £5, 
accompanied u.16s free

10 - 
14

Mon 
– Fri

Christian Aid Shop, Christ Church Hall, 9 
am – 4 pm, light lunches/tea/coffee/bedding 
plants

10 Mon NSoc Local History Research Group, 
Mortimer Room, 7.30 pm, Info 832228 
or 837807 Road Travel & Transport in 
Georgian Gloucestershire
W.I., Meeting, St. Georges Parish Room, 
7.30 pm. Public Affairs Debate

11 Tue Library Club for older people. Library, 
11.15 – 12.30 Info 832747. Transport can be 
provided

12 Wed Nailsworth Valley Probus, ‘Discovering 
Exmoor’ Mortimer Room, 10 am

13 Thu Rotary Club, Talk on Canals by Geoff Dyer, 
FGR, Info Fiona Hodges 832878
Bee Talk, Ruskin Mill
Allsorts Support Group for Parent Carers of 
Children with Disability, Info Serena Green 
0779 4009663

14 Fri Buddy Holly Tribute Show, Comrades Club, 
8 pm. Tickets £8. Info & booking 01454 
321694

15 Sat World Cup Quiz Madness, Nailsworth 
Comrades Club, 8.30 pm start, Teams of 4.

16 Sun Box Gardening Club Grand Plant Sale, Box 
Village Hall, 2 pm. Everyone welcome
Bee walk and workshop, Ruskin Mill, 1 pm 
- 4 pm

17 Mon Town Meeting, Town Hall, 7.30 pm
18 Tue Trefoil Guild, Thailand, Hanover Lounge, 7 

pm. ‘Village Shop’, Info Maureen Embrey 
833772
Town Council meeting, Town Hall, 7 pm

19 Wed Stroud & District Macular Society, Christ 
Church Hall, 10 am – 12 noon

20 Thu Royal British Legion meeting, Nailsworth 
Social Club
Tanzania Link meeting, Friends Meeting 
House, 7.30 pm. Info 887533 or 834714

22 Sat Farmers Market, Mortimer Gardens, 9 am 
– 1pm
Archive Office open, 10 – 12 noon, Town 
Hall

24 Mon NSoc Local Studies Group, Town Hall, 7.30 
pm. Joint meeting with Nailsworth Festival, 
Forecasting the Weather. Info 832034

26 Wed Alzheimer Café, Christ Church Rooms, 2 – 
4 pm. Info 834714
Nailsworth Valley Probus, ‘I.K. Brunel’, 
Mortimer Room, 10 am

27 Thu NSoc Ramblers Group, Meet outside 
Library, 9.30 am. Info 834907

29 Sat World Cup Quiz Madness, Nailsworth 
Comrades Club, 8.30 pm start, Teams of 4.

30 Sun Classic Car & Bike Show, Shortwood 
Football Ground
Newmarket Fete, outside The George, 2.30 
– 5.30 pm, Market Stalls, Pig Roast, Live 
Music, Cream teas etc.

June
2 Wed Flower Club Meeting, Town Hall, 7 pm
3 Thu Canasta, Hanover Gardens Community 

Room, 7.15 pm. All welcome. Info Jane 
Hobdell 835937

4 Fri Open University Drop In Session, Library, 
11 am – 1.30 pm
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The next Nailsworth News will be 
published at the beginning of June, 

deadline for entries15th May


