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parish of Nailsworth, available in colour 
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Local services

We knew that something 
like this was going to 

happen. The country can’t 
balance its books, and when 
cuts were apportioned, 
Nailsworth would have to take 
its share. But now that the 
County Council has told us 
where the axe may fall, the 
services being targeted leave 
us gasping – particularly the 
excellent, well used Youth 
Club and the Library. Is there 
anything that can be done to 
save them? Read the full story 
on page 3, including a report 
from Steve Robinson our 
Mayor, and suggestions for 
action that YOU can take. 

Austerity Britain. Previously, those words have been associated 
with the grim post WWII period. Now they are being used again, to 

describe the harsh cuts facing us at another difficult time. Not, at first sight, 
an encouraging message for the lead in to Christmas.

But we are still fortunate. Read our central feature this month, which 
draws on local people’s memories of Christmas during WWII. It was 
a different world. Rationing – the rich variety and profusion of food 

available to us now was not even dreamt of. No television, and wireless 
could be pretty flakey. Sweets arrived only weekly; children had to queue 
for them. There was a shortage of almost everything that we take for 
granted. People lived in ever present fear of bombing, gas, and invasion. 
And perhaps worst of all, there were missing faces around the festive table 
– the fathers, sons, and brothers who were serving abroad, held in POW 
camps or had been killed in action. 

Yes, we are all going to have to tighten our belts this Christmas. 
But as we spend time 
with those we love, in 
this warm and caring 
community, let’s not 
forget that it could be 
much, much worse.

Thank you for 
your support during 
2010. All of us at the 
Nailsworth News wish 
you a very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

under threat

• WIRELESS • WIRED • DIAL-UP 
• VIRUS REMOVAL 

• REPAIRS OR UPGRADES
• INTERNET CONNECTIONS SOLVED

• WORK CARRIED OUT  
AT HOME OR OFFICE 

FREE ADVICE
VISIT OUR SHOP IN 

GEORGE STREET, NAILSWORTH 

www.nailsworthcomputers.com

nailsworthpcs@aol.com

BROKEN COMPUTER?

Nailsworth Computer Services

01453 832151

Shown: (1) a Christmas tree 
arrives in Nailsworth in style; 
(2) local children prepare for 

Christkindl
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Views expressed in this paper are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Nailsworth News team. We reserve the right to edit or omit any material 
submitted for publication. No liability is accepted for loss or damage arising from any omission of copy or advertising. Material submitted for publication will only 
be returned if accompanied by a SAE. Nailsworth News is published and distributed entirely by volunteers, with production costs defrayed by advertising. More 
volunteers are always welcome - if you would like to join the team, please get in touch with the Editor. 

Published by the Nailsworth News 
team: next meeting 7pm, 12th January.
Photographer: Martin Stone. 
Production: Leopard Press, Layout: 
NN. 
Editor: Jo Lloyd 833092, editor@
nailsworthnews.org.uk 
or c/o And Clothes, Market Street
Asst. & Sports Editor: Martin Stone 
833132, martinstone@ukonline.co.uk
Business Editor: Bill Affleck 832619, 
business@nailsworthnews.org.uk
Green Editor: Claire Stapleton 
832465 green@nailsworthnews.org.uk
Youth: Mike Kilcooley, youth@
nailsworthnews.org.uk
Advertising: Chris Tetley 833587, 
nnadverts@yahoo.co.uk
Hard copy and payment: c/o Shiny 
Goodness, Fountain St.
Distribution: Don Luke 832812, 
distribution@nailsworthnews.org.uk
What’s On: Tina Ginn 835295, 
whatson@nailsworthnews.org.uk
Postal subscriptions at £6 per year: 
Joan Rowbotham 833110
Advertising rates: £5 + £12 per unit 
of 60 x 30 mm (w x h):
• Larger than 3 units only if space 

permits
• £1 discount per unit for three 

insertions if booked and paid in 
advance

• £5 surcharge for a specific page
Space is limited and Nailsworth 
advertisers take priority. Payment in 
advance please: cheques to Nailsworth 
News.
Deadline for editorial, advertising, 
copy and payment: 15th of the month 
(there is no paper in January or 
August).

Nailsworthy A free monthly 
newspaper for the 
parish of Nailsworth 

A B Carpentry
Kitchen design and installation 

Tiling and flooring 
Fully fitted bedrooms 

All carpentry work undertaken

City and Guilds - 22 years experience

Free quotations 
Tel 01453 752011 or 07740 951171

Darcey Crownshaw
If you’re dreaming of a White Christmas, here’s the 

man to contact. As founder of Snow Business, Darcey 
makes his living by creating snow – and nowadays his 
product is in great demand for use in films and television 
in most part of the world. In 1982, the paper company 
he was working for was asked if they could make snow. 
When they declined, Darcey developed it at home in his 
spare time, on the kitchen table. Eventually he found a 
type of paper which, when put through a milling process, 
produced an ideal artificial snow. This type of snow was 
so successful, it is still used today.

Darcey lived in Nailsworth for 15 years, when Snow Business was run from 
High Beeches. As the company grew and demands for artificial snow increased, 
larger premises were sought. Unfortunately there was nowhere suitable in the 
Nailsworth area, so the move was made to the Stroud Office at Ebley. The process 
has continued to progress; there are now 200 different types of snow available, from 
a single snowflake to a terrifying avalanche. And still there are occasions when 
something new is wanted. Artificial ice has also been developed, varying from 
the size of a single ice cube to a whole building encased in ice. Since his first film 
commission ‘Lady Jane’, the story of Lady Jane Grey, Darcey has now produced 
snow for hundreds of other movies, working on set with the Directors. He is 
currently working on new films ‘Warhorse’ with Steven Spielberg and ‘Hugo Cabret’ 
with Martin Scorsese. ‘Sherlock Holmes 2’ is also in the pipeline.

Likewise, much snow is made for television sets, especially soap operas, period 
costume dramas and Christmas specials – anything from ‘Coronation Street’ to ‘Dr 
Who’, not to mention the huge variety of advertisements requiring wintry scenes 
and seasonal settings. And in towns across the country, snow has been made for over 
10,000 Father Christmas grottoes.

Snow Business now has offices in 22 countries including Russia (Moscow), 
USA (Hollywood) and Iceland (Reykjavik). Each year, representatives from these 
countries attend an update at the Ebley premises. ‘The Stroud Valleys are the centre 
of the snow world,’ said Darcey. ‘Everyone comes to Stroud for snow. We even sell 
snow to the Eskimos.’ His most surprising request came when he was asked to make 
snow for a live party in Siberia.

Despite all his international commitments, Darcey has a great admiration and 
fondness for Nailsworth. He was a team member of the group that successfully 
fought to save the Subscription Rooms for the Nailsworth community, and on a 
number of occasions he has provided snow for the town’s Christkindl evening.

Mike Brinkworth

The Nailsworth News in colour, every month!
We hope that you like the colour pages in this edition. If we could afford 
to print the Nailsworth News in full colour every month, we would do it. 
The paper really comes to life then, and colour does full justice to all the 
excellent photographs that you send us (thank you!) and that are taken by 
Martin Stone, our Deputy Editor and Photographer. But we keep to black 
and white so that the price we offer our advertisers can continue to be highly 
competitive.

Colour junkies need not despair, though. Anyone with a computer and 
an internet link can see the paper in colour any time they wish. Just visit 
our website http://www.nailsworthnews.co.uk/ - which, by the way, was 
redesigned earlier this year and offers searchable and downloadable copies of 
all 107 papers that have been published since the paper began in 2000.
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A great opportunity to see what 
Chiropractic treatment can do 

for you.

at

FREE Chiropractic Spinal Check

01453 836066
www.yossisteinberg.co.uk

General Chiropractic Council Registration No. 02158
Member of the McTimoney Chiropractic Association

Mayor’s report 
We will be paying the same council 

tax to Gloucestershire County 
Council in 2011 as we are in 2010, but in 
2011, in Nailsworth, we shall be receiving 
a great reduction in services.

Proposed cuts in library hours
Our library, which is currently open 32 

hours a week, will only be funded for 3 hours per week, and 
even this will only happen if other agencies share the building 
with them. Nailsworth will then be called a ‘Link Library’. 
The County Council is proposing to run any opening hours 
of the library, in excess of 3 hours, with volunteers. This deal 
was recently offered to the quaint village of Painswick, but 
unfortunately there were no takers!

Potential impact on Youth Club
In its wisdom, Gloucestershire County Council has decided to 
close all its full-time youth clubs, making all staff redundant. 
Nailsworth Youth Club/Jeanagers/Junction has been in 
existence for 49 years and many long-term relationships have been 
formed there. It operates 5 nights a week under the leadership of 
Danika Emes, who recently qualified as a Youth Worker after 
completing her 3 year training at Bath University. Yes, youth 
workers are professionals, just as librarians are. Many volunteers 
do run young people’s organisations on a one night a week basis 
and do an excellent job, but they could not be expected to run a 
full-time youth centre with the range of activities on offer and the 
many health/family issues that have to be dealt with. Nailsworth 
Youth Club has been held up as an excellent ‘model’ by the 
‘powers that be’ in Shire Hall. As recently as last year, the Princess 
Royal paid an official visit in acknowledgement of the exceptional 
quality of work carried out there. 

What could we do as a Town Council? 
• We could do nothing and leave the town to experience 

the consequences!

• We could keep the Youth Club open, operating in its 
present form, at a cost of an extra 19p per household per 
week.

• We could retain 2 library staff for an extra 2 full days a 
week for a similar figure of 19p per household per week 
(this is an estimate, the costing is still to be supplied by 
the Library Service.)

Other proposed reductions in service by the County Council 
are road maintenance (potholes), road safety and subsidised bus 
services. The free travel to grammar and faith schools for new 
students from September 2011 will also cease.

Protecting town services - what can you do?
At the Town Council meeting on 16th November, the full 
council unanimously opposed cuts by Gloucestershire County 
Council affecting our Youth Centre and Library and asked the 
Mayor to try to persuade the County Council to think again.

As Mayor, I would urge the residents of Nailsworth to write 
or email Leader of the Council Mark Hawthorne asking him 
to reconsider the closure of our youth centre and the massive 
reduction in the opening hours of our library. Email mark.
hawthorne@gloucestershire.gov.uk, or write to Cllr Mark 
Hawthorne, Leader of Gloucestershire County Council, Shire 
Hall, Gloucester GL1 2TG.

I also encourage residents of all ages to fill in the youth 
service consultation questionnaire that GCC is running, 
particularly question 4 that relates to the closure of our 
Youth Centre. These questionnaires are available at www.
gloucestershire.gov.uk and at the Nailsworth Farmers Market.

As someone who has lived in Nailsworth all his life, I 
am saddened by these cuts and how they will affect us all in 
some way. Please email me at robinsons@fsmail.net with 
suggestions and views regarding the Town Council’s options, 
as we do not have a lot of time before we need to set our budget 
for 2011. Or come along to the public meeting that we will be 
holding to discuss the effects of the funding cuts and consult 
with you on the Town Council’s response and the way forward. 
It will be held at 7.00 pm on Monday 20th December at the 

Town Hall. All are welcome and I do urge 
you to attend and have your say. 

Finally, in spite of the ‘doom and 
gloom’ I would like to wish everyone an 
enjoyable and peaceful Christmas.

Steve Robinson, 834270
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	 Beautiful	dresses	and	knitwear	from	OUT	of	XILE	

	 NYDJ	Not	Your	Daughter’s	Jeans	
	 the	original	Tummy	Tuck	jean,	in	Sizes	6	-	22	
	 Nomads	Fair	Trade	Clothes

1	Market	Street,	Nailsworth,GL6	0BX.	Tel.	01453	832878	www.numberoneshop.co.uk

Civic matters

Bob Court Engineering Services
•	Boiler	servicing	incl	LPG
•	Electrical	work
•	 Landlord’s	certificates

Gas Safe registered,  
qualified, reliable

0797 181 4017 or 01453 833291

 

7 Fountain Street, Nailsworth, 
Glos. GL6 0BL 

www.perrybishop.co.uk  
Tel: 01453 836736 Fax 01453 836737 
Email: nailsworth@perrybishop.co.uk 

Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents and Valuers 

Lettings and Management, Land and New Homes 

Estate agent to the Five Valleys with a network of 
five offices covering the Cotswolds. 

Say hello to our new Neighbourhood Wardens 
Peter Wilson, Neighbourhood Warden for Stroud District Council, (pictured bottom left) has been in touch to let us know that he 
and his colleague Andy Murray (bottom right) recently started working in the Nailsworth district. Stroud District Council has been 
operating a Neighbourhood Warden Service since July 2002, which started in Cam and Dursley. Peter and Andy are easily recognisable 
by their green and beige uniforms and marked cars. They are NOT enforcement personnel but are employed to be the eyes and ears of 

the community, with the objective of reducing the fear of crime and dealing with other District Council issues. Peter 
and Andy want everyone to feel free to report all concerns about community safety and cases 
that they might be able to help with. You can approach them in the street, contact them via the 
Community Safety Unit at Stroud District Council on 754276 or get in touch directly: Peter.
Wilson@stroud.gov.uk, 07779 347113, Andy.Murray@stroud.gov.uk. 07795 840730. 

Dog excrement is one area of concern. Peter explains, ‘Thank you all dog owners who clear 
up after their dogs, but a warning to those who don’t. Failure to clear up could result in a fine of 
up to £1,000. We have been doing some patrols with the Dog Warden and will be happy to talk 
to dog owners about any concerns that they may have. I hope that local residents will support us 
on this issue, and we look forward to seeing you around.’

A time for hard decisions
Much has already been reported about the expenditure cuts that Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) is planning 

to impose on Gloucestershire communities. For a minority, it is their own jobs and livelihood that are at risk but for 
most of us the cuts will reduce the services on offer and, potentially, our quality of life. They threaten well-used facilities, 
particularly our Youth Club and Library. In an impassioned article on the previous page, Steve Robinson, our Mayor, spells 
out the implications.

 Whether cuts on this scale are needed is a matter of national and party politics, on which this paper does not comment. As 
individuals we have the option of writing to our MP Neil Carmichael (neil.carmichael.mp@parliament.uk). We do deplore 
the fact that our own Town Council was not empowered to make the major decisions about where the axe has to fall. How 
much better it would have been if they had been told the savings needed, but given more budgeting authority when it came to 
Nailsworth’s strategy rather than having their options limited by county directives.

 Nailsworth Town Council is now in an unenviable position. What can they do? Well, clearly they will need to prioritise – 
Steve has already suggested in his article that the Youth Club and the Library are key services, and campaigns to save those 
have already started; look out for them. The Council can consult residents, and are doing so. It may be that with our support, 
they can put pressure on the County Council; even if no more money can be found, is there any discretion in how, where and 

when the cuts have to be applied? No stone must be left 
unturned in the search for alternative funding for key 
services – so if there is anyone out there with useful ideas 
or specialist knowledge, now is the time to speak up. And 
there is also a pressing need to look at what the Town 
Council itself provides. Are there new ways of using their 
own (relatively small) budget by doing things differently, 
taking what may even be radical approaches to providing 
local services to help safeguard those that are important to 
the town? 

Finally, as the Mayor points out, GCC is not permitted 
to increase its funding and so must find savings to 
compensate for the cuts in central government support. 
The Town Council is not so constrained. It could increase 
our Council Tax to support those services the County can 
no longer be persuaded to fund. You will have a view on 
this.                                                                        EditorBanners in the windows of the Youth Club as the fight to save it begins.



•Dry stone walling.
•Masonry - new build and restoration.

•Traditional lime re-pointing.
•Hard landscaping - patios, steps etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
17 West End, Minchinhampton, t: 01453 882648

Stroud, Glos, GL6 9JA m: 07800 560448

Jacaranda Flowers
of Nailsworth

Make Christmas 
last all year ...

with one of our  
special presents.

5a Fountain Street
Nailsworth

GL6 0BL

Tel: 01453 836714

www.jacarandanailsworth.co.uk

Blue Door Company
Gift Shop and Art Gallery

George Street, Nailsworth,  
Stroud GL6 0AG

(opposite Morrison’s)

An eclectic mix of gifts for men, 
women and children

Open Tuesday - Friday 10.00 am - 5.00 pm

During the whole of  
December the gallery will 

be exhibiting art  
from over 7 artists

Telephone: 01453 832700 Fax: 01453 700199
anne.neal@btconnect.com

GOLDEN STONES
ARDENING

Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping

Trees, Hedges, Patios, Paving,  
Decking, Turfing & Fencing

For a free estimate contact  
Chris Blackwell

on 07939 101520 or 01453 835032

www.goldenstonesgardening.co.uk

Changes to planning procedures
Fi Macmillan, District Councillor for Nailsworth and Horsley, has written to alert 
readers to a change in the planning system that will affect applications decided by the 
Planning Committee at Stroud District Council. Until now, Nailsworth Town Council, 
the District Council or 5 letters received, could automatically get such an application 
called into Committee by objecting to it. But since the 11th November the Head of 
Planning has to be approached, and s/he and the Chair of the Planning Committee will 
decide whether local objections are valid. Bear that in mind, anyone who wants to 
oppose a planning application - the process appears to have been made less open. 

Local affairs and community
Clearing snow
Thank you, the people who kindly let us know about the 
Department for Transport’s recent guidance document 
explaining that it is legally fine to clear footways of snow and 
ice in a sensible manner, and giving a ‘snow code’ and examples 
of good practice. To quote, ‘There's no law stopping you from 
clearing snow and ice on the pavement outside your home or 
from public spaces. It's unlikely you'll be sued or held legally 
responsible for any injuries on the path if you have cleared it 
carefully.’ It is hoped that this will encourage the public to ‘self 
help’ in severe weather 
conditions. The online link 
is http://www.direct.gov.
uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/
DG_191868. The advice 
is still not cut and dried, 
but it is a move in the right 
direction. Peter Starkiss, our 
snow warden, comments, ‘It 
remains my intention to visit 
all the local shopkeepers and 
enlist support, and this Snow 
Code will only help.’

Managing volunteers
We don’t normally advertise Stroud events, but in view of 
the importance of volunteering in Nailsworth, we are making 
an exception for this one. There will be a meeting in the 
Subscription Rooms at Stroud on Wednesday 26th January 
2011, from 11.30 - 14.30 aimed primarily at people who 
manage volunteers either individually or corporately. Jane 
Winstanley, Chief Executive Officer of Cotswold Centre for 
Volunteer Services, will give a talk on managing a retail charity 
outlet and Tim Fretter, Chief Executive of Forest (of Dean) 
Voluntary Action Forum, will talk about setting up outside 
events that comply with various pieces of legislation. The 
meeting is expected to draw in people from across the county, 
so those who manage volunteers in Nailsworth may wish to 
go along. There will be time set aside for networking. Further 
details from Jane Winstanley (who is organising the event) 
on 01285 658802. Oh, and there is a sign of the times - with 
spending cuts beginning to bite, you are asked to bring your 
own lunch or buy it locally to support the economy!

Clearing snow outside Morrisons

NAILSWORTH AERIAL SERVICES
(TIME SERVED ENGINEER WITH 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE)

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT SERVICE

Digital Freeview BBC Freesat 

Telephone Extensions Extra TV Points Fitted

Storm Damage 7 Day Service

Sky Faults OAP Discount

CONTACT: 

01453 833293 or 07854 516212
Free Estimates

5
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Community

Keeping our streets clean
Watch out for the arrival of a mechanical sweeper, which will be visiting 
Nailsworth to tackle all the suburban roads in the next few months. This 
will necessitate moving parked cars in some roads on their due days. Full 
information will be published in The Fountain in January.

Find out 
more about 
weaving
The Weaving Shed at 
Gigg Mill, Nailsworth, 
will be open between 
10 and noon on 
the following dates 
during the winter: 8th 
January, 12th February 
and 12th March. This 
is an opportunity to 
see demonstrations 
of historic working 
looms. Visitors can 
also discover how to make a woven pattern. You 
should allow at least 45 minutes for your visit.

THE COMPLETE  
DECORATING SERVICE

Painting & decorating  
undertaken by  

a dedicated female team

Advice on colours and soft furnishings 
Suppliers of fabrics,  

flooring & accessories 
Inside Out offers practical & affordable  

interior solutions
	 Jane	 Fiona
	 01285	760137	 01249	783636
	 07766	712066	 07909	542990

As well as our café, we have  
an extensive range of cake-making  

and decorating material.
*	 Celebration	cakes,	cupcakes	all	individually	

made	for	all	occasions
*	 Sugarcraft	sold	and	made	to	your	specification
*	 Large	range	of	Christmas	and	other	ribbons	

now	in.
*	 Cupcake	cases,	cake	boards	and	boxes
*	 Candles,	edible	glitter,	claydough	figures,		

cutters	and	lots	more.
*	 Cake	tin	and	stand	hire

*	 Now	doing	Photo	Cakes:	your	favourite	
picture	made	from	sugar

*	 Now	taking	orders	for	Christmas	Cakes

Pop	in	for	a	coffee	and	see	our	display,	
	or	chat	to	our	staff	for		

friendly	professional	advice.
Opposite	the	pedestrian	crossing	at	the	top	

of	Fountain	Street.
28 Fountain Street, Nailsworth, GL6 0BL

01453 836720

The Tea Lounge & Cake Centre

Fast reaction times
We don’t know who any of the people pictured above are, but 

the speed with which they reacted to help a driver whose 
car had turned onto its side outside Nailsworth’s petrol station 
was awesome - they (and several more not pictured) gathered in 
moments to set the vehicle back on four wheels and assist the 
shocked driver, while the forecourt attendant phoned for help.

Guiding news
Nailsworth Guide District recently held a traditional street tea party to 
celebrate the end of the Centenary Year of Guiding in the UK. Over 100 
members of the district were there from all units - Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides, Senior Section, and Trefoil Guild. It was a fun afternoon that included 

jelly & ice cream, pass the 
parcel and a good sing song. 
If you are interested in helping 
at any of the Guiding units 
or would like to become a 
member please call Louise 
Dembny on 832025.

Polperro, Cornwall
Holiday Cottage to Rent
Nov/Dec/Jan £295 per week

Xmas/New Year £595 per week
For a brochure, telephone 01453 832491

www.Polhaven.co.uk

Very sad news
Joe Ponting, the brave soldier who 
was November’s ‘Nailsworthy’ 
and also featured on our front page 
for that month, has passed away. 
Our deepest sympathies go to Joe’s 
family. His was indeed ‘a life well 
lived.’
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City & Guilds trained Mark Kelly 

 
Plumbing  

& Bathrooms 
Local references available 

01453 836096 or 07834 318459 

A great place to work ...
Shops, offices, factory units sometimes available

Give us a call on 01453 832754
email: james@eachamberlain.co.uk  www.eachamberlain.co.uk

Nailsworth 
Mills Estate

Nigglesworth
We can land men on the moon, but it 
seems impossible for Morrison’s to 
get their ‘self-service’ tills to work 
properly. However, that is no reason 
at all for getting at the staff, who 
continually dash from point to point 
trying to sort out the problems. It 
leaves them stressed, and abusing 
them is not going to 
win any favours.

Christmas market - and it’s just along the road!
Newmarket Christmas Market is back again. Nailsworth Silver Band will be on hand with 
a great selection of Christmas Carols and music and all the usual fun of the season. At The 
George Inn on Sunday 19th December, there will be market stalls with carol singing, mince 
pies and mulled wine outside the pub and Father Christmas will make a special appearance (if 
you have been good...) See you there? Sunday 19th December from 4.30 pm to 7 pm.

Big Breakfast bonanza
Congratulations to the Nailsworth Branch of 
the Stroud and Swindon Building Society, 
and to Egypt Mill Hotel, whose ‘Big 
Breakfast’ has so far raised a massive £717.31 
for Children in Need.

Children collect for 
charity
Nailsworth Primary has been busy 
collecting gift-filled shoe boxes for 
Operation Christmas Child. These 
are given out to children suffering 
through war, poverty, natural 
disaster and disease in countries in 
Eastern Europe and beyond. This 
year they managed to collect 172 
boxes, a significant increase on last 
year. Thanks go to Mrs Burns, who 
organised the collection.

Help with riding group needed
Minchinhampton Riding for Disabled Group, based 

at Barton End Stables just outside Nailsworth, is 
looking for helpers. Sessions are held on Monday 11 am 
& 1.30 pm and on Thursday 2 pm. The Monday afternoon 
session, which is for children from the Shrubberies School, 
is the one which is most short of helpers at present. No 
special skill is required but your should be confident 
around horses, either to lead one or walk beside the rider 
during a lesson in the school. Contact details 01452 
813670, email margaret.mckiddie @btinternet.com.

MJ 
ROOFING 
Michael J Webb 

All aspects of roofing work undertaken, 
general property maintenance also  

available. A friendly and professional  
service at very competitive rates.     
Please call for a free quotation 

t: 07771952135 e: web25@hotmail.co.uk  
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Literary treasures
This month, two very different but equally interesting books are sitting on my 
desk. The first, Nailsworth & Woodchester Through Time by Howard Beard, 
has just been published by local firm Amberley Publishing. Howard’s expertise in 
the social and pictorial history of this area has resulted in a fascinating book for all 
with an interest in the changing face of Nailsworth through the years. Its focus is 
on ‘then and now’, with paired pictures showing the differences that time has made 
to landscape, buildings, people etc. Visitors keep wanting to steal my copy of the 
book! No need to go far if you want one yourself or as a Christmas present, our own 
Yellow-Lighted bookshop has a good stock.

The second book is on loan to me, and is rare. Called ‘The Stroud Valley’, it 
was published c. 1901 and is a treasure trove of photos and articles of the area at 
that time, including several pages on Nailsworth. Funding for it clearly came from 
adverts, so there are whole page of illustrated ads for Nailsworth companies such 
as Osborne Saunders, John Morris, Workman’s Temperance Hotel and Nailsworth 
Brewery. I hope to share particularly interesting items in future editions of the NN.

Ed
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Coo-ee!

MISTA-SHIFTA
Man with Van, pick-up truck or tipping trailer for hire

Phone 07966 431869 for quote
Local or Long distance

-- extra-sockets
-- lights
-- security-lighting
-- fuse-board-changes
-- fault-finding-&-rectification
-- test-&-inspection

All-work--

insured-&--

guaranteed.

NICEIC-Domestic-Installer
For-a-FREE-QUOTE,-call-Simon--
on-01453-834323-/-0777-3333061

email:-simon@cirruselectrical.com

The SASH WINDOW SERVICE Ltd
Local specialists in servicing sash windows so they open and close properly, reducing 

draughts and therefore saving fuel and money.
From £89.99 + VAT. A service will also cure stuck or under-weighted sashes and 

replace broken sash cords.
Call 01453 861025 or visit: www.stroud-sash-windows.co.uk

D .  S t a i n e r - H u t c h i n s  A r c h i t e c t s  L t d
 5 Bridge Street, Nailsworth, GL6 OAA

T: 01453 839121
  

  Sustainable & ecological design, feasibility studies, planning applications and conservation

dsharchitects.co.uk

More news on the progress of Nailsworth Subscription Rooms
The NYCE Committee has asked us to pass on their thanks to the Trustees of the Arkell Bequest for the generous 
donation, which has enabled toilets, kitchen and heating system at Nailsworth Subrooms to be refurbished. The building is 
now fit for various activities including table tennis, badminton, yoga and tai chi which already have a regular spot. The main 
hall is ideal for events such as parties, dances and music. The Nailsworth Rotary Club recently hosted a wine tasting evening 
there, and an Antiques Road Show will take place in the New Year. 

Whilst NYCE are very happy to have these events at the Subrooms, providing income towards the running costs of the 
building, the main aim of the charity is to provide education and help to the youth and community of Nailsworth through 
recreation. In the current state of the economy, help in providing people with the knowledge and ability to find and apply for 
jobs is a priority. Access to the Internet is a real bonus when looking for work, and NYCE would like to be able to provide 
it. They can create the right environment, but do not have the necessary equipment or the expertise. They would therefore 
welcome volunteers who can give time and knowledge, and would also like to hear from anyone updating their current 
computer equipment who would be willing to donate. The eventual aim will be to create a ‘Cyber Café’ and ‘drop in’ centre 
for youth. 

If you can help or want further information, visit the website on www.nailsworthsubrooms.co.uk or contact John 
Rowley on 833274.

Nailsworth’s link village in Tanzania 
is - Vumilia
Vumilia in Swahili means ‘Tolerance’. 

The village was set up in 1974 as an ‘Ujamaa’ by 
Nyrere’s government, in central west Tanzania near 
Tabora. Umjamaa means togetherness. The idea was 
to re-settle and mix people of all tribes and faiths into 
communities where they would have access to services 
such as schools and dispensaries, breaking down barriers. 
Tanzania remains a very peaceful nation, but still one of 
the poorest.

 In Vumilia there is a primary school with 540 children 
up to the age of 14 years, a village dispensary staffed by 
a medically trained clinical officer and a nurse midwife. 
There are 6 churches of various denominations, and a 
mosque.

This is a rural village with subsistence farming on small 
shambas, worked mainly by hand hoes. It is a very hot, arid 
area on the central plateau of Tanzania and the villagers 
said that their main priority was to improve their access 
to clean water. There are also smaller projects such as 

sponsoring children 
at secondary school 
or a solar panel for 
the dispensary. 

Jo tells us, ‘I 
had a wonderfully 
warm welcome 
there on 2nd Sept. 
It seemed hundreds 
of people were gathered and music was booming. There 
were many speeches and I presented them with our ‘pact 
of friendship’, photographs of Nailsworth, mosquito nets, 
books and posters for the school, Forest Green Football 
shirts and 3 footballs. In turn I was presented with a carved 
spoon and cooking pot, and draped in a kanga. There was 
a cameraman filming, so I hope to share the film and show 
all the colour and joy of the occasion when the editing 
has been done. Many thanks to all those who contributed 
towards the presents I took with me.’ 

The Nailsworth/Vumilia Link has been born!
(Report by Jo Smith, 834715)

PERLA PLASTERING
General household maintenance

22 years experience
Fully insured, 

fast and friendly
Ring Andy on 07825 235949 

or 01453 832824
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Green matters - By Claire Stapleton

Now open Mondays 11am - 3pm
(Other appointment times available when booked in advance)

Colour Me Beautiful ProMotioN
Full head foils and cut & blow dry with  
our senior stylist for £60.00

Walk-in appointments available for ladies  
& gents, or alternatively contact us on  
01453 833765 to guarantee a space.

13 FOUNTAIN STREET  NAILSWORTH          TEL:  01453 833765

ExtEndEd opEning hours availablE on rEquEst. plEasE call for dEtails.

christmas  
gift packs 
available

Nailsworth 

Health Centre
Treat someone you love  

to a gift voucher.
Choose from a very  

wide range of therapies.
Tel: 01453 836066

Smith House, George Street, 
Nailsworth, GL6 0AG

For cleaning up, try Brutons 
- a wide range of eco cleaning 
products, & lovely wind up 
torches in funky designs for little 
ones.

Have yourself a merry green Christmas....
Right, so, Christmas shopping... How many of us hate it and how many really love it? Whatever your take, why 

not think green as you skip around our lovely town picking up festive goodies? There are lots of ideas below (and 
we know that they are just the tip of the seasonal iceberg. Sorry if we missed YOUR shop. Remember to recycle your 
packaging, Christmas tree and Christmas cards, too! Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas - ching, ching!

The Blue Door Company - 
gorgeous Neom Organics candles, 
body wash, body lotion (current 
special purchase offers), with 
Love That Stuff corsages that are 
so adorable, locally made scarves 
& earrings to spoil someone with.

Essence of Design - 
stunning Max Benjamin candles 
with cotton wicks & natural wax, 
they also stock Amor natural made 
in Anglesea, Durrance & LaidBare 

body & facial products.

Concept East Coast - Ruby 
Bee handmade candles from 
Gloucestershire.

White Buffalo - Burts Bees 
natural skin care products & 
Daylesford organics cleaning 
products, to make the tidying up 
after a little more glamorous!

Williams - a huge range 
of local, ethical & high quality 
products, including Ethical Additions 
coffee, Cotswold Gold extra virgin 
rapeseed oil, Hanbury Edge sugar 
or salt for cocktails (glass rims), & 
Goodmans turkeys.

Coco - the loveliest range of 
chocolates that do require a little will 
power when consuming... but hey! 
Try Divine Fairtrade chocolates (the 
name gives you a clue) including 
the Advent calendar, Montezumas 
organic & made in England, Green & 
Black organic, Booja Booja which 
come in very glamorous boxes and 
tins which are organic, vegetarian 
& vegan, also Jelly Bean Factory 
are Fairtrade.

Shiny Goodness - 
Kitchen Garden chutneys 
made at Salmon Springs in 
Stroud, Cotswold Meringues, 
Devon Cottage organic & 
Fairtrade fudge, Selsley Herb 
company Mulling syrup & 
Village Bakery organic mince 
pies.

Claire Frances hair - 
lovely Aveda natural hair and 
body gift sets.

Bluebird - their popular 
own brand candles which are 
100% plant wax sustainably 
sourced, and very cuddly Welsh 
blankets.

MotherGoose - hand knitted 
children's ponchos from recycled 
materials, organic sheep's wool, 
natural plant dye, organic baby 
vests & pyjamas, locally knitted 
items, handmade in Wotton baby 
boots, Barefoot boots made in shop, 
Himalayan Fairtrade knitted items 
(not Nepal), & they serve fairtrade 
& organic tea, coffee & milk in their 
coffee shop.

Number One - a great range 
of Nomads Fairtrade clothing, 
Kazumi Fairtrade jewellery 
handmade in Kenya & Jackie 

Brazil Brazilian petroleum 
waste, recycled range.

Little People Company 
- a great variety of Merbel Plan 
Toys made from sustainable 
rubber wood, Le Toy ethically & 
sustainably produced, Eco Toys 
Happy Mais - great fun! - and 
BigJigs sustainably sourced.

Starshine - a long time 
supporter of products made 
by Lanka Kade & Windhorse 
ethically traded.

The Little Gift Shop - Eco 
crafts toys to make your own 
puppet, & with Orchard Toys 
sustainably sourced jigsaw 
puzzles.

MyTigerbag.com - they 
donate 50p from every bag sold 
to the WWF Tiger conservation 
programme, a truly worthwhile 
project.

Nailsworth Wines and 
Spirits - a range of organic and 
Fairtrade wines, real ales, lager, 
cider, rum, vodka & gin. That 
should get the party started!

9
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Schools

A Hearing Aid Service 
at 

Baileys Opticians
A name you can trust.

Free hearing tests. 

Repairs to all makes.

Advice on the latest digital 

aids and free 30 day trials.

7 Old Market, Nailsworth 
01453 834339

17 High Street, Stonehouse 
01453 823399

St Dominic’s
The big event of this term is the 

choir taking part in ‘Young Voices’ 
in Birmingham later this month. Our 
gifted music teacher is on sick leave, 
hence the teaching of about 20 songs 
has fallen on others and I am extremely 
grateful to the teachers and parents 
who have come to the rescue and to the 
children for working so hard. 

It was a great privilege to be involved 
in the Act of Remembrance at the war 
memorial in South Woodchester which 
also commemorated its erection 90 years 
ago. The children read out the names of 
those who died, and linking those to the 
name of the street where they lived made 
the men seem more real. Later in the term 
pupils will be researching further into 
their lives, using a resource produced by 
Woodchester parish.

We are looking forward to seeing 
the reception children perform their 
Christmas play at the beginning of 
December. Anyone wishing to attend will 
be very welcome – the dress rehearsal 
will be on Friday 10th December at 1:45 
pm followed by two performances on 
Monday 13th starting at 9:30 am and 6:30 
pm. Other exciting events for Christmas 
will be a performance of Cinderella in 
the school hall on 14th December, and 
Christmas lunch on the 15th. School 
will end with the Christingle service in 
church on Friday 17th Dec. I would also 
like to extend a warm welcome to anyone 
wishing to come along to the Christmas 
Bazaar on December 4th, starting at 12:30 
pm with light lunches.

As we leave autumn behind and look 
forward, I would like to wish everyone a 
very happy and peaceful Christmas from 
all at St Dominic’s School.

Margaret Smith, Headteacher

Nailsworth Primary
Happy Christmas from all at Nailsworth CE 

Primary.
Last Thursday, we shared a moving 

Remembrance Service at school led by Year 6, who 
wish to share some of their poems with you - two 
are shown below, both called Remembrance Poppy.

A great win for the football team this week 
bringing home the Iain Hutchings Trophy 
(pictured). We all hope this will be the first of 
many in all sports this year.

We are celebrating the start of Advent at St 
Georges Church on the 1st December from 2 pm to 3 pm. Year 3 and 4 will be leading 
the service and we welcome anyone to join us.

Have a great festive time…                                     Vince Southcott, Headteacher

Horsley School
Autumn 2010 has been a period of transformation 

for Horsley School. On Monday 8th November, we 
celebrated with the local community the completion of our 
new outside play area and refurbished infant classrooms. 
Work continues apace on converting the nave of St 
Martin’s Church to provide a much needed school hall. 
The works include installation of under-floor heating, 
projector and sound system, toilets and a kitchenette. It 
will be a place for school activities during the day, church 
services at the weekend and a large community venue for 
use in the evenings.

Before the concrete floor was laid, children visited the 
site and viewed the foundations of the original medieval 
church, including the walls going out on the south side 
where the original porch was (hence the location of the font 
until now.) They found one of the medieval roof timbers 
with intricate carvings, as well as stone from an early cross. 
It is all rather exciting and with the 25 year school lease having just been signed we 
should have a hall at long last in the New Year.                     Martin Fry, Headteacher

The Poppy’s black heart 
still broken for his fallen 

friends.
The Poppy smiling sadly 
at the men and women 
who have fallen to save 
the country.

The Poppy sobbing in relief 
that the war is over and 
no more lives will be lost.

Ben Cameron

Martin Fry (left) 
Headteacher, Daniel 
Williams (Naughton 

Builders) with Horsley 
pupils

Proudly, poppy climbed onto the 
beautiful black jacket feeling supportive 

for the fallen warriors.
Saluted, poppy watched as the beautiful 
wreath got laid down.

She trembled for her only love.
 She hunched over as they walked by. 
Trembling poppy slouched her back as she 
remembered her brave loved ones

She stood back straight representing our 
victory we won.

Bel Trenfield & Lauren Ingram



(Some letters have been edited for length)

WILLIAM’S FISH MARKET, FOODHALL & OYSTER BAR 
Judy Goodman’s Free Range Geese and Turkeys. Local Game.  

English and Continental Cheeses.  
Twice Weekly Deliveries of stunning produce from the Rungis Market.  

Our own Dishes to go. Beautiful Fresh Fish and Shellfish.  
Bespoke Hampers and of course ‘The Oyster Bar’ - Delicious!

Dishes served from 7.30 am until 4.00 pm Daily (3.00 pm Saturday)  
William and the Team wish all our lovely Customers  

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Fulfilling New Year

WILLIAM’S FISH MARKET & FOODHALL 
3 FOUNTAIN STREET, NAILSWORTH, GL6 0BL 01453 83 22 40

10% discount Christmas offer 
on all orders until 31/12/10!

Nailsworth workhouse
Patricia Poole has written to ask about Nailsworth’s workhouse. She tells us that her late father told her many stories 
about the Dursley workhouse at Union Street. Apparently people wanting to spend the night there were not allowed to 
stay if they had any money, so before knocking on the door they would hide their cash in the walls outside. When the 
workhouse was demolished, old coins were found. 

Patricia wanted know where Nailsworth’s workhouse was situated. The only one that she could find on the website was 
Stone Manor in Stroud. Tina Ginn from the Town Archive Service has done some sleuthing for us, and reports that there 
was a Poor House at Shortwood on the site of All Saints Church. Weekly services were held there. It was demolished when 

the Church was built in 1865 (probably not something that should cause concern, 
since to end their lives in a workhouse was the worst nightmare of many working 
people.) Perhaps it is just as well that the Church (presumably?) covers the site of 
the old building, or treasure hunters with metal detectors might find the prospect of 
old coins tempting!

Miles Ward and Associates Ltd 
Chartered Building Surveyors

Specialising in Listed, Historic and Traditional Buildings
Building Surveys and Appraisals, Defect Diagnosis,

Listed Building, Planning and Building Regulation Applications,
Project Management, Conservation Advice, Energy Conservation Advice

Rodborough Cottage, Oakridge Lynch, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 7NR

website: www.mileswardandassociates.co.uk 
email:enquiries@mileswardandassociates.co.uk 

telephone: 01285 760123 or mobile: Nick Miles 07976 383969

A last farewell
It’s gone! Many people will have seen the removal of the 
copper beech tree at the foot of the ‘W’, since the road 
had to be closed and there was a giant crane towering over 
Nailsworth for much of the day. Here is one last picture, 
courtesy of Claire and Simon who had to take the hard 
decision to fell the diseased colossus.

From our readers

A piece of the past
Our thanks to Bernard Coles, who has sent in this picture of men working in a local 
limestone quarry, thought to date from around the late 1930s. The quarry was situated 
between Nailsworth 
and Box, and one of 
the workers shown 
here is Bernard’s father 
Gomer. 
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JOANNA PARKER CATERING 

Any event catered for 
Graduate of Leith's School of Food & Wine 

www.joannaparker.co.uk 
07951 514 172 
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World War II – Christmas in Nailsworth
Regular readers will have noticed that this paper has had a World War II theme 

running during 2010, which is the year of the anniversary of the start of the war and 
the Battle of Britain. We thought we would end the year with a look at what it was like to 
celebrate Christmas in Nailsworth during 1939-45, the war years. Our grateful thanks 
go to Nailsworth wartime residents Brian Allchorn, Bernard Coles, Jean Garret, Mary Middleditch and Eileen 
Ponting, who have been sharing their memories with us. Any mistakes are ours, not theirs. 

Food and drink
Our contributors have told us about a 
world where food was not only scarce and 
severely rationed, but there were far fewer 
types of produce available. On the other 
hand, then as now, people in Nailsworth 
seem to have been resourceful and green-
fingered. They kept livestock, grew fruit 
and vegetables, and (the children at least) 
were not above blurring the boundary lines 
when it came to who exactly owned that 
tempting apple or nut tree...

Food at Christmas time
‘Coupons were saved to make cakes, puddings and mincemeat, all the seasonal fare.’ 
‘My mother used to get food parcels from her sister in Canada, which helped us out. I 
remember one with a huge box of suet that was just what we needed.’
‘For us, breakfast on Christmas Day was always Ted Smith’s pork sausages. His factory was at 

Dunkirk.’
‘Ordinary people did not have turkey for Christmas lunch; it was a rarity and cost a 
lot. Chicken was usual for us, or sometimes goose or partridge.’
‘Our family was lucky, we had a relative who was a gamekeeper on an estate so 
Christmas lunch was always 2 pheasants that he supplied. They were delivered late on 
Christmas Eve.’
‘The Christmas pudding was boiled for hours in a copper.’
‘There were silver bits and pieces in our pudding – tiny shoes, a horseshoe, 
threepenny bits.’
‘In autumn we would work out where the walnut trees were, and then go there in 
winter to stock up. Taking off the outer core stained our hands brown.’

The effect of rationing
A time of shortage in our town
‘Most food was rationed throughout the war. Bread was an exception, but it 
got coarser and greyer over time.’
‘Shortages cut in gradually, we didn’t feel them badly until late in the war.’
‘We never went hungry, but I think our parents made a lot of sacrifices that we 
didn’t see.’
‘We ate better in the country than people in town because we could grow 
things as well as keep livestock.’
‘Local people were ingenious at eking out the 
rations. They kept poultry, pigs, rabbits and 
Belgian hares, grew their own vegetables, 
picked fruit and were expert at making a little 
go a long way.’
‘Children used to collect ‘canker’ (dandelions) 
in a sack to feed the rabbits and hares.’ 
‘Wild rabbits could be bought locally from 
lads who offered them for sale, though it was 
best not to ask questions about where they 
came from.’
‘At least keeping chickens meant that we were 
never short of eggs. They were preserved in 
a big pot, in Water Glass (Sodium Silicate), 
which left a white deposit on the shells’.

A WWII Christmas dish 
Ingredients
4oz vermicelli
2oz ground cashew nuts
1 hard-boiled egg
1/2lb brown breadcrumbs
1 egg
1 teaspoonful mixed herbs
1 dessertspoonful minced parsley
seasoning
milk
frying fat
1/2lb onions
Method
Cook the vermicelli in milk 
until tender. Finely chop and 
fry half the onions. Grate the 
remaining half raw. Mince 
the hard-boiled egg. Beat 
the remaining egg. Mix all 
the ingredients thoroughly 
and press into a well-greased 
mould. Bake for half an hour. 
Serve with peas and parsley 
sauce.

‘In Hilliers Bacon 
Shop we were 
introduced to the 
delights of (among 
other things) 
chitterling, Bath 
Chaps and pigs’ 
cheeks, which were 
off ration and rapidly 
snapped up as soon 
as they came in!’ George Street at the start of WWII
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Present-giving
Everyone seems to have turned their 
hand to making things:
‘Presents weren’t big by modern 
standards – things like a football or 
a Dinky toy – but there weren’t many 
toys around so they meant a lot, huge 
excitement.’
‘We had a stocking which we opened 
Christmas morning, containing things like 
nuts. Mine always had a piece of coal in 
the toe!’
‘Presents couldn’t be lavish. Often 
they were things to wear. The best one 
I remember was a doll. We children 
bought presents too, we saved up our 
pocket money.’ 
‘There were lots of homemade presents. 
People did their best. I remember a rattle 
with dried peas. We knitted soft toys for 
babies and toddlers, then stuffed them.’
‘We made wooden presents – teapot stand, 
rolling pin, ironing board.’
‘The present I remember best was a 
woven wicker tray with a glass top and 
a set of 6 green glasses, I still have 3 of 
them. That was bought for me in Davis’s 
by friends.’
‘Sweets were in short supply. They arrived 
in Innes sweetshop on Tuesdays, and we 
children would run out of school to queue 
for them.’

Decorations
Do our older readers recognise the donkey 
in this picture?
‘In the window of Miss Witchell’s sweetshop 
there was always a big donkey with a 
nodding head, and Father Christmas would 
sit on it. When it appeared, that was the sign 
that Christmas was on its way’.
‘We made paper chains. There was a Christmas 
tree in the garden, we dug it up each year to 
use and then replanted it. There were candles 
on the tree and a fairy on the top.’
‘When I came home on the bus, which stopped 
in front of what is now Lloyd’s, I would love to 
see the glowing decorations in Davis’ furniture 
shop, showing off the stock invitingly.’
‘I don’t remember any street decorations; 
decorations were only inside the shops and in 
store windows.’
‘In our house, we put holly behind the 
pictures.’ 
‘Christmas trees were just getting popular, a touch of London sophistication 
spreading to the country.’
‘Christmas cards were not usually posted until about 3 days before Christmas, 
so they all arrived at once and the postmen had a backbreaking time delivering 
them.’

‘The worst Christmas was 1942, when my brother was 
reported missing in action, believed killed. That was a very 
bad time. But in February a friend heard a radio broadcast 
by the Red Cross, and my brother’s name was on the list of 

prisoners of war, so word got to us that way. He was 
in Italy first, then transferred to another POW camp in 
Germany and not released until the end of the war, when 
I met him at Stroud station. He was so thin!’

Out and about
‘I sang in church morning and evening, though not 
Christmas Day. I loved the church organ, it had a pump with 
a big pair of bellows that needed lots of work so we kids 
could do that. There was a vicar who used to give very long 
sermons but would let the kids off first.’
‘We kids would go out carol-singing in a group before 
Christmas. We didn’t think much of the people who didn’t 
bother coming to the door to hear us. There was a house like 
that halfway up Springhill 
– one year we rolled away 
the two big stone balls that 
decorated their door, to get 
back at them!’
‘From about 1943 there 

were US 
servicemen on 
Minchinhampton 
Common. 
Children 
would take 
them picture 
magazines and 
trade for things 
like chewing 
gum.’

Christmas Day
Some things haven’t changed much:
‘Christmas Eve we would stay up late, full of 
excitement. We kids believed in Father Christmas, but 
couldn’t understand how the wrapped up presents got to 
him.’
‘We would listen to the King’s Speech on the wireless.’
‘Radio was the big new technology. Our family enjoyed 
‘In Town Tonight’ with Arthur Askey.
‘After lunch on Christmas day, we would visit 
Grandma opposite the Britannia; there would be 
a cold meat and pickles supper.’ 
‘Evening of Christmas Day, the men in 
our family and the aunties would go to the 
Britannia; it was a good local pub.’
‘Father was a firewatcher during the war, not 
his main job but a sideline. After we had opened 
our presents on Christmas Morning, he would 
go to Hillier’s Bacon Company at Newmarket, 
on fire watch duty.’

‘I don’t remember snow at Christmas 
during the war, but chilblains oh yes! Frost 
on the inside of the windows of our house, 
and me getting close to the black cast iron 
range in the kitchen for warmth. House 
bricks could be heated up in the oven. 
On cold nights we would have a hot one 
wrapped up to take to bed. Lighting was oil 
lamps or candles.’



Minding our own business
Bill Affleck’s roundup of business news

14

Independent Estate Agents 
Residential Sales and Lettings 
14 Fountain Street, 

Nailsworth 
3 London Road, 

Stroud 

Sales: 01453 833747 
Lettings: 01453 833847 

nailsworth@peterjoy.co.uk 

Sales: 01453 766333 
 

stroud@peterjoy.co.uk 

Nailsworth gets internet lounge
Pat Coyle’s Nailsworth Computer Shop opposite Morrisons is now managed 
by his son Adam. They have rebranded their popular Internet Cafe and School as 
a lounge, and provided comfortable sofas and chairs to make people feel relaxed 
while they are working or learning. The new style is intended to help people feel 
at ease while they are having lessons, since that can be a stressful experience – 
particularly since many pupils are over retirement age (it seems that the boom for 
‘silver surfers’ is showing no signs of a let-up.)

Pat (pictured on the right with Adam) believes that he makes his customers 
feel at ease. He and his staff give a full one-to-one package, including everything 
from buying a new computer to 
providing back up support – in his 
view, not a level of service you can 
get from large supermarkets that 
sell computers. Pat commented 
that the people of Nailsworth show 
great loyalty in shopping locally 
and using local services. Long may 
they continue to do so!

Contact: Pat Coyle at 
Nailsworth Computers, 832151, 
www.nailsworthcomputers.com.

We used to have a slogan in every issue of this paper; it was ‘Keep it Local’. That’s never more topical 
than at this time of the year. We have some wonderful shops in Nailsworth and some wonderful 

shopkeepers and tradespeople who keep them going. During the year, you have brought them the business 
which has let them pay their rents, their business rates, heating, lighting and carrying costs on stock. It has 
also paid their staff and provided a bit of an income for themselves. Now it is coming up to Christmas and we 
should be giving them our full support. This is not an easy time for anyone. Trading well at this time of year 
makes the difference between the shop being open next year and being boarded up. So put the catalogues 
back on the shelf; make internet shopping your last resort rather than first call; Nailsworth needs your 
spending money more than Cheltenham or Cribbs Causeway; just ‘Keep it Local’.

Anna keeps it local
We were pleased to hear from Anna 
Herbert about her dream of doing 
all her Christmas shopping locally 
this year. Anna runs a vintage 
children’s clothes business that 
sells in The Little People company 
in Nailsworth, and is married to 
Tom Herbert of Hobbs House 
Bakery. Until Christmas, she will 
buy everything in Nailsworth or 
the Horsley Community shop 
with the occasional foray into the 
independent shops and markets of 
Tetbury and Stroud, and won’t use 
chains or supermarkets. You can 
follow her adventures at http://
sheshopslocal.blogspot.com/ or 
twitter at @SheShopsLocal.

CURTAINS ~ BLINDS ~ SOFT FURNISHINGS 
LOOSE COVERS ~ REUPHOLSTERY SERVICE
For advice and estimate ring Jenny Powell

Wright Interiors ~ 01453 768899

Other happenings...
• Many of you will have seen the BBC’s ‘Turn Back Time: the High Street’ 

with Tom Herbert (of Hobbs House Bakery) in a starring role. We’d hoped to 
interview Tom but he’s a busy man now, working away from Nailsworth (not 
yet in Hollywood, but watch this space) so it didn’t happen. Catch the last of six 
episodes on Monday December 6th, 9 pm on BBC1.

• Pam Brown would like you to know that the Community Workshops (in the 
Subscription Rooms) will be starting a Sheltered Workshop, inviting people with 
special requirements to come and make simple musical instruments for sale. It 
will take place on Mondays and Tuesdays in the New Year; contact Pam (pam@
practicalintelligence.org.uk) for details; we’ll tell you more when it’s up and 
running.

• Not strictly business news but readers will be glad to know that after three very 
worrying months Rhona Fox (remember Not Foxed Bookshop?) has her dog 
back. Ruby has yet to make a full statement but is coming to terms with the new 
puppy in her house.



HORSFALL HOUSE
Windmill Road, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Glos GL6 9EY Registered Charity No:  287479

A Purpose-built Nursing Home, 
Day Resource Centre and Home Care Provider

The Local Care Home for Local Older People
Home Care Services

 � Professional Help with Personal Care
 � Domestic Tasks 
 � Meals on Wheels

Day Centre Including Optional Transport
 � Home cooked lunch plus teas/coffees
 � Entertainment, Activities and Day Trips
 � Chiropody & Hairdressing, Assisted Bathing

Care Home providing General & Dementia Nursing Care
 � Registered Nurses on duty 24 hours a day
 � Care Assistants trained to NVQ levels 2 & 3 in Care
 � Respite support occasionally available

Informal visits welcome. If you require further information, please telephone us on: 01453 731227
Patron: HRH The Princess Royal
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Mer r y Christmas    from Miles Mor gan Travel 

Hayley and the team would like to wish all 
their customers a very Merry Christmas 

and a happy and healthy New Year. 

•  Your Local and Award Winning Agency
•  Total Financial Security
•  60 Years of Combined Travel Experience
•  Excellent Service and Knowledge
• Christmas Gift Vouchers Available Now

Call us on: 01453 836186
Visit us at: The Old Stamp Office, George Street
Email us at: nai lsworth@milesmorgantravel.co.uk

ABTA No.K7348

Get books here for winter reading
The RSPCA Charity Shop in Market Street is holding a sale on Sunday 
5th December from 11 am - 3 pm, offering some wonderful new and 
good quality second-hand books. Books are something to be treasured, 
and when brought from the charity shop they represent excellent value 
for money, are ecologically sound and help raise money to support and 
care for local animals. 
Don’t forget that the 
charity can only sell what 
they are given; they would 
love to have donations 
of good quality clothing, 
china, books and unwanted 
household goods (NOT 
electrical goods or large 
toys, please!) Phone 
835814.

Morrisons training wins 
national award
The Grocer Gold Awards are made each 
year at a ceremony in the Guild Hall, 
London. This year Morrisons were 
presented with the Employer of the Year 
award. What was it for? It was awarded 
in recognition of the extensive training 
exercise which Morrisons run under their 
‘Academy’ programme. Employees receive 
training, during normal working hours, over 
a period of some three months. The whole 
operation is supervised by independent 
observers and there are stage tests to be 
passed. At the end, successful candidates 
receive an NVQ Certificate which has 
industry-wide recognition. To date 
Morrisons have put all the staff involved 
with the ‘Market Street’ sections of their 
supermarkets through this course. ‘Market 
Street’ includes all fresh produce, fish, meat, 
vegetables and bakery goods. It is now 
planned to extend training to the others of 
their 120,000 staff. You’ve seen the notice – 
now you know what it means. 

Bill Affleck’s roundup of business news

Sarah Purkis
Soft Furnishings  

& Interior Design
Curtains, Loose Covers, 

All types of Blinds, 
Light upholstery

Suppliers of Romo, Sanderson, 
Blendworth & Malabar fabrics
For a free quote, call Sarah on

Tel. 01453 836303 or 
Mobile 07721 536536

Changes in town centre car park
The George Street Shoppers Car Park, unlike other car parks in 
Nailsworth, is on the private property of Nailsworth Mills Estate and 
is administered by them primarily for the benefit of the shop-keepers in 
George Street, many of whom are tenants of the Estate. The car park has 
always been limited to 2-hour parking. In a survey conducted in 2005 
substantially more than half the parking ‘events’ in the town centre were 
in this car park, and it undoubtedly contributed disproportionately to the 
result that 75% of parking events were under an hour. To maintain this 
high utilisation, the Estate has made some changes to the management 
of the car park, particularly, to the enforcement of the unchanged 2-hour 
limit. This will now be handled by Everything Parking Limited, a 
company which is a member of the British Parking Association and 
through them has access to the DVLA listing of registered vehicle 
owners. If you get a ticket, it is with this company and association that 
you will be dealing. That part of any fines levied which is passed through 
to Nailsworth Mills Estate will, as is current practice, be donated to 
charity. Longer 
term parking? 
Well, it remains 
a problem and 
one unlikely to be 
solved so long as 
the town remains 
wedded to free 
parking.

15
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NMC
Nailsworth MOT Centre 

Book MOTs online at 
www.nailsworthmotcentre.co.uk 

Tel: 01453 836816 
Unit 6, Inchbrook Trading Estate, Bath Road, Woodchester, Stroud GL5 5EY

Car Servicing Specialists

The Steppes 
Residential 
Care Home  

 
Est 1981 

 
A small, warm and friendly care home for 

the elderly, in a peaceful corner of Cossack 
Square. With trained care staff giving 

around the clock personal care, we 
endeavour to meet our residents’ needs 

and ensure their happiness. 
 

For a brochure or to arrange a visit, please 
telephone Mrs Jo Smith 01453 832406  

Ditch the workout! – Join the party! Get fit and have FUN! 

Zumba fitness classes
Wotton-under-Edge Town Hall Monday 9.30 - 10.30 am

Comrades Club Monday 6 - 7 pm
Tetbury Leisure Centre Wednesday 8 - 9 pm

Nailsworth Subscription Rooms Thursday 10.30 - 11.30 am
Tetbury Leisure Centre Saturday 10.30 - 11.30 am

£5 pay as you go, all fitness levels welcome.
For more information call Ruth King 07734 886275

Bill Affleck’s roundup of business news
Artist 
Samuel 
‘hits’ 
Nailsworth 
again
The Market Street 
Traders recently 
got together and 
commissioned Samuel 
Miller to paint a mural 
on the derelict property 
next to Alfreda’s. He 
and his assistant Stix 
have produced a wonderful, vibrant image which fits perfectly with the 
area. Approaching from Lèves Corner (behind the Co-op car park) you will 
see how good it looks. It has received rave reviews from the traders, and 
when our photographer was there, shoppers and passers-by commented 
how much they liked it, so go and have a look yourself. Sam, a talented 
local artist (from Newmarket) is always available for work - murals, 
indoors and outdoors, painting and more. He has just been awarded 
‘Young Artist of the Year’ award and is exibiting at the Royal Academy 
in Bristol. Look at his website, www.samuel-miller.artistwebsites.
com. Prints are available to purchase; email Sam on samaustinmiller@
blueyonder.co.uk. 

A vibrant shopping area
We went back to the NN March 2005 
Business news (to check 
on spelling ‘Rhona’) which 
reminded us how Market Street 
has changed in just 5 years. Look 
at the list of shops there in 2005. 
There was the newly opened Tangy’s, 
Paper Impact, River’s Gallery (still very 
much with us! - visit www.riversgallery.
com/newsletter.php for a taster and 
opening times), John Berry Insurance, 
The Potting Shed, Mercury Fig (still there 
in body if not in spirit), Anni’s Art Shop 
and Heathcliffe Gallery, And Clothes 
(then celebrating its first anniversary), 
Not Foxed Bookshop, Bernard Jones 
Surveyors, Lèves Corner Café (reborn 
as Alfredas), ‘the unfortunate, boarded 
up, ex-Solomon’s Cobbler’s shop’, ‘the 
equally unfortunate place that was last, 
briefly, a home for the Town Information 
Centre’, Nailsworth Carpets (alive and 
well), Yours Sincerely, Nailsworth Video 
and Film Club, then Cotswold Kitchens, 
Debonhair, Paint-a-Pot, Oldstones (all 
going strong), Vanilla, and Gyles Allen, 
The Little Laundrette, Keoch’s Books, 
and Green Spirit (again very much still 
with us). Go down Market Street and visit 
the survivors – and the ‘new comers’. 
Some of the shops will be open late on 
Thursdays in December.

Visit our shop  -
through the wrought iron gates 

in Morrisons Car Park

Choose from 500 mouldings,  
200 mount colours and  
many ready-made frames 

Turn your favourite photo into a full 
size canvas - stretched or framed!

We’ll be glad to help you find a great 
solution for all your framing needs!

Meaco Woodwork Ltd 
unit 41a 

nailsworth mills estate 
nailsworth, stroud, gl6 0an

MANUFACTURE & DESIGN OF TAILOR-MADE & 
BATCH-PRODUCTION WOOD-BASED SOLUTIONS 

01453 836134 

picture  
framers

Any aspect
of  exterior work 
& garden design

Hard Landscaping Specialists
A trustworthy quality service

STEVEN BARKER
07890 266801 / 01453 833749
www.revolandscapes.co.uk

Correction
You will be pleased to hear 
that Cotswold Care Hospice 
charity shop in Fountain Street 
is open on Saturdays, not just 
weekdays as we wrongly stated 
in November.
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Selsley Gourmet Mulling Syrup, Bottle Green
Spiced Berry, Gluten-free Xmas puddings,

Dairy-free Ice-cream, Natural Hair Colours,
Dr. Schulze’s Superfood

S e r v i n g  N a i l s w o r t h  f o r  2 5  y e a r s

Sun 19th 
December.

6.00 pm Parish Church Town Carol Service

Christmas 
Eve

4.00 pm Parish Church Christingle Service
6.30 pm Christ Church Family Celebration
8.00 pm Convent of the Poor 

Claires
Mass

11.00 pm Parish Church Midnight Service

Christmas 
Day

8.15 am Convent Mass
9.30 am Parish Church Family Worship
10.30 am Christ Church Family Service
10.30 am Quakers Meeting
11.00 am Priory Church Mass

Boxing 
Day

7.30 am Convent
9.15 am Quakers
9.30 am Parish Church
10.30 am Quakers
11.00 am Priory Church

Churches together in Nailsworth 
Christmas Services

Saying goodbye to local church
All Saints’ Church at Shortwood was closed last month, 
after 144 years in service.

The church was established in 1865, with money for 
building being raised by private subscription, assisted by 
grants. It could hold 200 people and the seats were all 
unappropriated. In 1866, when the Rev Vaughan S Fox 
was Vicar of Horsley, Shortwood Church was consecrated 
by the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol. It was reported 
that ‘on the occasion... the building was beautifully 
decorated with leaves, flowers and illuminated texts and, 
after the service, a luncheon was given in a tent on the 
Vicarage lawn to the Bishop and many of the clergy and 
gentry of the neighbourhood.’ 

The church has now been de-licenced by the Bishop 
of Gloucester, due to lack of a congregation and the cost 

of keeping it running. ‘It is a pretty little 
church in a lovely location but it isn't 
that easy to get to,’ commented the Rev. 
Stephen Earley. ‘The fact is that we 
seem to be suffering from subsidence...
one of the walls is leaning outwards. To 
rectify that would cost tens of thousands 
of pounds.’ The graveyard is still in use 
as the town graveyard for St. George’s 
Church. 

Hard decisions like this have to 
be taken, but there is still a feeling of 
sadness as a chapter of Nailsworth’s 
history comes to a close. However, we 
now look forward to hearing what will 
happen next to the building and the site.

Living Landscapes
Winter Services

ZZHedge-layingZ&ZTreeZPlanting
ZZDryZStoneZWalling

ZZSmallZHardZLandscapingZProjects
Charles Grayson

 01453 752198 07812 187107

Churches Together 
in Nailsworth

MAIN SUNDAY SERVICES

	 9.30	am	 St	George,	Church	St

	 10.30	am	 Christ	Church,		
Newmarket	Road

	 10.30	am	 Quakers’	Meeting	House,	
Chestnut	Hill

	 11.00	am	 Priory	Church,	Inchbrook
Everyone welcome. 
Children’s activities 

included at all these services.
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ESSENCE OF DESIGN
Beat the VAT increase before 1 January 2011!

20% off fabric for orders of curtains, blinds 
and reupholstery before 21 December
Christmas stock in from 1st October 

Wonderful gifts, lighting, glassware, Lampe Berger, Toiletries, 
Room fragrances, Christmas decorations, and much more.

George Street, Nailsworth 01453 833855
www.essenceofdesign.webs.com email: ianbuer@msn.com

Tidings of great joy
The family had pleaded with me for 

a dog, but as we then had 4 children 
I couldn't see how we could squeeze 
anyone else in the car. Then we bought 
an old Volvo estate, which had a big 
boot and I suddenly thought ‘We could 
get a dog now.’

I was advised that retrievers and 
labradors were very good with children 

and so our first dog was a black flat coat retriever who 
grew to be the size of a small Shetland pony and who we 
named ‘Wally’. He was a lovely daft gentle giant who 
was followed in the fullness of time by Molly, a golden 
retriever, and then by a black labrador called Lionel - 
the very same who managed to cut his leg badly on the 
morning I write, and needed a dozen stitches from the vet 
at a cost of £240! We have never had pet insurance and 
when cold-called by people seeking to sell me insurance 
my stock reply is that I am a poor vicar who can't afford 
such things and so I trust in God - and they leave me be!

Apart from the vet's bill it seems to have been a 
terrible week for news. Flooding has already hit some 
places, Stroud District is to cut back dramatically on 
libraries, day centres, youth clubs and bus routes, more 
miners are trapped in New Zealand and Ireland is billions 
in debt. Oh for a news announcer to start a bulletin with 
the words ‘I bring you good news of great joy’ as the 
angel told the shepherds as they kept watch over their 
flocks by night.

There is a good selection of services at all our 
churches, as listed elsewhere in this edition where you 
can go and hear the ‘good news’ of the birth of Christ and 
will be assured of a warm welcome. Do join in the true 
celebrations this year and I do hope everyone has a very 
happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year!

Reverend Stephen Earley

An attitude of 
gratitude…
I recently finished reading a 

hilarious book entitled, ‘The 
Year of Living Biblically – one 
man’s humble quest to follow the 
bible as literally as possible’ by 
AJ Jacobs.

Space does not permit a book 
review here – suffice to say, I recommend it. The 
reason I mention it, is because the writer (AJ) finds 
himself surprised by how thankful he has become 
during his year on this project. He begins his quest as 
a self-confessed agnostic, unsure about the claims of 
religion, yet as he practises keeping the commands 
of scripture, he finds himself becoming aware of 
how much he has to be thankful for, and how that 
very thankfulness is changing him and his attitudes. 
It reminded me of the time I spent in Atlanta GA 
several years ago, on a placement with a community 
that serves the homeless. Every day, at lunchtime, the 
community opens its doors to those who are hungry 
and invites all who will to join the feast. One of the 
long-time volunteers, Rudy (who journeyed alongside 
Martin Luther King Jr during the civil rights 
campaign), regularly leads prayers before the meal. 
Every time, he begins with, ‘Lord, give us an attitude 
of gratitude…’

Thankfulness is a powerful state of mind. 
It reminds us, who have much, that we have a 
responsibility towards those who have little. It 
reminds us too, that we are all part of something 
bigger than ourselves. Rudy’s words, summoned from 
a life of caring for others, are a challenge to all of us 
who seek a fairer world.

Reverend Sian Collins

Woodchester Priory
The recently appointed family co-ordinator at the Church of the Annunciation at 
Woodchester, Eileen Jay, is hoping to set up new projects which will strengthen links 
with all age groups within the parish. They include saying the Rosary each Friday. 
The list of names for the travelling crib during Advent is oversubscribed and house 
masses have started. There will be a new edition of the Missal next year which will be 
closer to the original Latin text familiar to older members of the congregation. Also, 
don't miss the Christmas bazaar on 4th December at St. Dominic's school. All are 
welcome. Website address http://woodchesterpriory.org.uk

Roots Tree Care
01453 840853 and 07818 078959

www.rootstreecare.co.uk

Professional Tree Care

Hedge Management

Garden Clearance
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The people who made Christkindl 
happen
This year saw the return of Nailsworth’s Christkindl, the 26th 
goodwill evening. Pretty much a complete new team emerged to 
plan the event. There was a 'Christkindl Bible' with details from 
previous years, and a few team members had been involved before, 
but on the whole there has been a lot of stabbing in the dark. 

Planning started back in March but it needed time for traders 
and businesses in the town to get fully on board and there was also 
a serious lack of funding, The event was in jeopardy right up to 
September, but the committee members fought on and with much 
hard work and determination pulled off a fantastic festive event - 
the pictures below give a flavour of it.
Who was involved? 
• Chair of the committee Dave Middlemiss runs PPD Solutions 

in Woodchester. Dave is very active locally in groups and 
projects, a man with a lot of enthusiasm. 

• Treasurer Sue Arnold runs The Optical Shop on George Street
• Secretary was Kathryn Komarnyckyj
• Other committee members were Claire Stapleton (NN Green 

Editor, marketing specialist and local resident), Claire 
Taylor (among other roles, involved with the Guides), 
Peter Blackwell (Lakeside Garage, Chair of the Nailsworth 
Chamber of Commerce, previously involved in the Christkindl 
evenings). 

• There was a great support team including Debbie Powell 
(also involved with Guides), Bruce Fenn (photographer 
and fireman), Chris Gregory of Nailstock, along with Liz 
Bennett and Jill Davies. In the background answering our 
many questions has been Claire Uzzell, whose mother started 
the whole event a quarter of a century ago. This does not 
even mention the many people involved on the night, through 
groups such as the Rotary Club and the Sea Cadets (to name 
just two). 

2010's Christkindl was a struggle but it was well worth it. With a 
long list of lessons learnt and a strong team, the 2011 event should 
be even better. If you want to get involved contact any one of the 
team members; they would be very happy to hear from you. Details 
of the next planning meeting will be published in a future issue of 
this paper.
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Sport/events

Local hero 
We take our hats off to Lee Fowler. Although 
roughly one in four people in this country suffers 
from drink-related problems, it is not easy to 
admit being an alcoholic. Being a major player 
for FGR and placed in the spotlight makes it even 
more difficult. Lee told the NN, ‘I will always 
love a drink but I know that I cannot have one. 
Having lost my wife and girlfriend because of 
my drinking, I do not want to go down that road 
again. FGR have been amazing for me and I am 
on the way to recovery. I know every AA centre 
in the places I travel to, and often I meet people there just to top up if I feel 
under strain. They are brilliant.’

Lee is more than happy to help people who are in a similar position or 
feel that they are heading that way. You can email him at leefowler2910@
yahoo.co.uk.

Christmas comes early to the Phoenix
Pictured are members of the Nailsworth Phoenix Table Tennis Club’s ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams. They have just been 
presented with new shirts kindly sponsored by Cavendish Park Builders of Brockworth. Do you recognise any of 
the players? Maybe you used to compete against them a few years ago at the old ‘Boys Club’ club. If so, why don't 
you come along and see how the old building has changed with all its new facilities.

On the night of the new shirts, the B Team won their match 10/0, and not to be outdone the A Team went to local 
rivals Forest Green ‘D’ and beat them 10/0 the following night. Both teams are currently in the first two positions in 
Stroud league 4.

It is great to see so many youngsters showing 
their table tennis skills. The club hopes to bring 
you more news of their prowess around the tables 
in the next few months. Play times are Saturdays 
10 to noon and Tuesday 7 to 9 pm for young and 
older. 

If you would like to be involved in the revival 
of table tennis at the Old Boys Club, please feel 
free to ring Andy Hammond on 885393 or visit 
the website www.nailsworthphoenix.co.uk.

Advent Garden Sunday 28 November 4pm 
Exhibition: A Riot of Rugs vibrant craft work 
 Saturday 20 November — Sunday 19 December 
 

Christmas Market  Saturday 4 December  10am—4pm 
Children’s Storytelling:  Saturday 18 December 10.30am 

and at the Christmas Market, 11am, 1pm and 3pm 

Workshops: Textiles with Margaret Docherty  
 Saturday 11 December booking & info 01453 833320 
Christmas music and singing  Sunday 19 December 7pm 
 all welcome 

RUSKIN MILL  
Old Bristol Road Nailsworth GL6 0LA   

 

01453 837537 information and booking

 www.rmet.org.uk   

PETER RUSHTON 
LANDSCAPES LTD

NAILSWORTH 
EST 1980

Celebrating 30 years of trading
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL  

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN SERVICE
* Modern & Traditional Water Features

 * Garden Lighting  * Patios & retaining walls

 * Decking & Pergolas  * Low Maintenance Gardens

 * Planting & Lawns * Large & small groundwork projects

 * Video Library * Competitive Prices

 * Driveways * Free Estimates

Tel.: 01453 832576  
Mob.: 07887 841076

Brentmoor House, Newmarket Rd, Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0DQ

See our display boards at  
Nailsworth & Highfield Garden Centres
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There is something for everyone this Christmas
and New Year at Egypt Mill. Our recipe for success
is simple; great food and wine, charming surroundings
and heaps of Christmas spirit!

• Festive Lunches and Dinners

• A choice of exciting Party Nights

• Sunday Lunches with Santa

• Christmas Eve with Chalford Brass Band

• A superb Christmas Day Luncheon

• A fabulous New Year’s Eve Celebration

• January ‘Happy New Year’ Party

• Private Dining and Celebrations

Call for a brochure or view online @ www.egyptmill.com
Egypt Mill Hotel & Restaurant Nailsworth Glos. GL6 0AE

T: +44 (0)1453 833449 E: reception@egyptmill.com www.egyptmill.com

CELEBRATE THIS

CHRISTMAS IN STYLE

AT EGYPT MILL

Sophie Makosch 

EMBELLISH…
your life with ballet 

please contact me for any more information 
t:     +44 (0)7887 671956 
e:    svmakosch@yahoo.co.uk 

ballet classes for adults 
and children, group or  
private lessons.  
personal training for health 
and wellbeing. 
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personal training for health 
and wellbeing. 

Forest Green Rovers
Out of the FA Cup with a poor performance, but many 
more points in the league since then and unbeaten means 
FGR is back on the map a little. To date, just above the 
bottom 3 and with more games played than others it 
looks like a potential ‘In the bleak midwinter’ scenario. 
Big games are coming up in December and could very 
well set the season on again in a productive way. A big 
home Boxing Day match will be good for the spirits. At 
least things are more positive at present.

Does Reece Styche (in the photo) suggest anything 
about what FGR is trying to do?

Shortwood
As John Evans (manager) said at the end of 
a recent game, ‘It’s all about putting the ball 
in the back of the net and we just didn’t do 
that today’. Fortunately, he has the support 
of the supporters in his view. Recent league 
games have not produced the results needed 
and the game in the FA Vase was a bit of 
a shock to the system as well. But at least 
spirits are high and perhaps a bit of a more 
‘carefree’ approach in the goal area and 
shoot on sight may lead to future glories. It 

is good to see 
goals being 
scored again, and the team is still in 
touch with the leaders.

Swimming opportunities
There are currently a few places 
available in Box Swimming Club, 
and the good news is that you don’t 
have to live in Box to go along for 
good exercise or a relaxing swim. 
It runs every evening at Beaudesert 
Park School, 8.30 to 9.30 pm. If you 
are interested, please contact 
Andrew Pettit, 834766 and 
boxswim@box-village.com.

Your local experts for over 25 years
Surgery, Felling & Stump Removal

Pruning and Hedge Trimming
Debris Recycling 

Full Consultancy Service

Free Quotations
01285 760466
Aston Down, 

Stroud

NAILSWORTH ACCOUNTANCY
Town Hall, Old Bristol Road, Nailsworth

01453 835050
Small Practice For Small Clients = Small Fees

 Annual Sales  Annual Fee From
 Up to £15,000 £190.00
 Up to £30,000 £250.00
 Up to £40,000 £280.00
 Over £40,000 By Agreement

Tax Return Completion From £100 -  
Free Initial Consultation

Michael Jefferies FMAAT ICPA & Emma Mills 

For Adults, Mothers, Babies & Children

CranioSacral Therapy
Non-manipulative, non-invasive treatment option for

Stress  Injuries  Anxiety  Trauma  Autism

Millie Wood Swanepoel  RCST 
Information & Bookings: 07754 182082

info@milliewoodswanepoel.com
EMS, 2 Market Street, Nailsworth GL6 0BX
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Many of us will know a bit about Dale 
Vince from past chronicles, but in 

in response to questions from NN Deputy 
Editor Martin Stone, Dale gives more of 
an insight into what FGR and the local 
environment mean to him and us here in 
Nailsworth. 

Read on to find out what he has to say.

Have you always been interested in 
football? 
Yep, since I was very young.
Did you play in your youth? 
I played a lot as a kid, like everyday I 
could, dropped off in secondary school 
though.
Who did you support? and who was / is 
your footballing hero? 
England have been my team all this 
time. Never really had footballing 
heroes. I was a fan of Cantona though.
Why did you get involved with FGR? 
A mixture of reasons. The club needed 
help and I was able to give it. And it 
seemed like it might be fun. Plus I 
could see a fit with the work we do at 
Ecotricity (note: Ecotricity is the green 
electricity company that Dale founded). 
And FGR looked to me to be an 
important part of the local community. 
How long have you followed the 
fortunes of FGR? 
I haven't really followed them before 
now, though I did go and see them 
play at Wembley many years ago.
Was the name ‘Green’ in the name of 
FGR an attraction to you in becoming 
involved in the Club? 
No it had nothing to do with it. Just a 
happy co-incidence. 
Apart from winning the Premiership, 
what are your aims for the Club in the 
medium to long term? 
There are ambitions beyond winning 
the Premiership? (laughing). OK, 
seriously, my aims are to make the 
club sustainable on and off the pitch. 
That means getting it to a place where 
its major debts are under control and it 
makes enough money to sustain itself in 
this league. If we can achieve that, and 
I think we can, then we might be able 
to dream of a move to League football 
(Division Two). But first things first.
Do you envisage any off-field changes to 
the Club in relation to its facilities? 

The only real change would be to get 
the facilities more widely used. I think 
that's what's missing. The facilities 
themselves are great, it just needs more 
people to know about them and use 
them. It would be nice to have a wider 
engagement with the community too, 
that's something David Drew is going to 
focus on.
Is FGR a good site for a wind turbine or 
any other green / eco activities? 
It's not any good for a wind turbine 
but there is scope for solar panels on 
the stadium roof tops, some rainwater 
collection, low energy lights and stuff 
like that. I think we can really put the 
Green in Forest Green this way.

Are you interested in water power 
generation in the Stroud Valleys? 
Depends on what you mean by interested. 
I'm in favour of it but I think its potential 
is much smaller than people might think 
and it has its own problems, mostly 
economics and the authorities that control 
the water - those are the two big ones, I 
believe.
Do you have any views on power 
generation in the Severn Estuary and 
more importantly for Nailsworth and 
locality with regard to harnessing more 
water power? 
The power of the Severn Estuary is 
immense. My view generally is that 
we should harness it. I'm not sure there 
is so much neglected water power in 
Nailsworth though. Clearly there are 
rivers and mills, but it's a question of how 
much real power can be extracted and at 
what cost - I think this is why nothing 
much has happened yet.
Apart from saving FGR from another year 
of relegation problems do you have any 
Christmas / New Year wishes for us to 
ponder upon? 
I think FGR avoiding relegation would be 
top of the list - but also it would be good 
to get more people to more games. The 
facilities at FGR are super and it really is 
a great experience to watch football there 
- so I hope that more people might come 
and try that.

Exclusive interview with Dale Vince, recently appointed Chairman of 
Forest Green Rovers Football Club

NAIL ANGEL
Mobile Nail Technician offering the following services in the 

comfort of your own home at a time convenient to you:
 Gel Nails Pamper Parties
 Acrylic Nails Children’s Parties
 Manicures Weddings
 Pedicures Spray Tanning

Contact Hayley for appointments & prices on
H. 01453 825970 M. 07962 342565

Forest Green Rovers F.C.
The New Lawn, Smiths Way
Nailsworth, Glos. GL6 0FG

0 1 4 5 3  8 3 4 8 6 0
www.forestgreenroversfc.com

Bring a
Mate - 
Double

the Gate!

UNDER 16 YEARS OF AGE

DECEMBER/JANUARY
AT THE NEW LAWN
HOME OF FOREST GREEN ROVERS F.C. 
Saturday Dec. 4th - 3pm
LUTON TOWN
Sunday Dec. 26th - 3pm (BOXING DAY) 

KIDDERMINSTER HARR.
Monday Jan. 3rd - 3pm
CRAWLEY      TOWN
Saturday Jan. 8th - 3pm
FLEETWOOD TOWN
Adults: £15 seated   •  £13 standing
Concessions: £10 seated  •  £8 standing

 ALL KIDS: £2



Salsa class for beginners & improvers. Single or with 
partner. Comrades Club, 4.45-6 pm, £5. Info 07774 707625
Free Pool, The Green Man from 6 pm

M
on

Yoga (gentle class), Christ Church Hall, 11.15 am–12.45. 
Info Sally Deacon 751937
Archive Office open, Town Hall, 10 am–12 noon
Beginners Calligraphy, Christ Church Hall, 2–4.30 pm. 
Info Pam Harmer 832725
Yoga, Subscription Rooms, 6.30 pm, Chris Hewett. Info 
834304
Fitness Walk (approx 1 hr). Meet Library 2.00 pm. Info 
Pam Browne 832907. Pacerpoles provided. Charge £3
Taiji & Qi Gong exercise classes, Nailsworth Town Hall, 
9.30 am, 10.45 am, 12 noon. £6. Info Jeff Docherty 07970 
303694
Aerobics & Body Conditioning, Christ Church Hall, 9.30 
am and 7.15 pm. Info Tina 753895

Tu
e

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 10–11.30 am. Info Sally 
Deacon 751937
Nailsworth ‘Lightwaves’ Shintaido, Christ Church Hall, 
1.30-3.30 pm. Info David & Nagako Cooper 756569. 1st 
‘taster’ session free
Health Walk (30-60 mins). Start Nailsworth Library, 2.30. 
Info 754505
Yoga. Nailsworth Primary School, 6.30 pm. Info Chris 
Hewett 834304
Adult kick-boxing, Christ Church Hall, 6.15-7.15 pm. Info 
07801 214669

W
ed

Pilates on the Ball, Christ Church Hall, 9.30 am. Info Tina 
753895

Stroud Valleys NCT Bumps and Babies Coffee Morning, 
Tubby’s Café, Waterside, 10 am–12 noon. Info 08442 
436286
Croc’N’Roll children’s music class (6 mths – 4 yrs), FGR 
Football Club, 10.00 am. £3 per class. Info Stephanie 
Urquhart 07957 235413. Term time only.

W
ed

Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 7– 8.30 pm. Info Sally Deacon 
751937

Iyengar Yoga, Mortimer Rooms, 7.30 pm–9 pm. Info Alison 
Griffin 752249
Nailsworth Community Workshop evening class, Sub Rooms/
Boys Club 7.30-9pm. £5 + cost of materials. Age 14 upwards. 
Info Pam Brown 07971 737 626.
Love Meditation, a guided opportunity to quieten the mind, 
venue tbc (depending on numbers) 7.30 pm–9 pm. Info Mad-
die 0845 539 9938
Jazz, Jive, Swing. Beginners, Comrades Club, 7.45 pm. £4. 
Info James 01452 770701

T
hu

Croc’N’Roll children’s music class (6 mths–4 yrs), FGR 
Football Club, 9.10 and 10.00 am. £3 per class. Info 
Stephanie Urquhart 07957 235413. Term time only.

Baby Group, Children’s Centre, Library, 10.30–11.30 am. 
Info Sarah Dean 755373
Yoga, Christ Church Hall, 5.45 –7.15 pm and 7.30-9 pm. Info 
Sally Deacon 751937
Buddhist meditation and mindfulness, Friends Meeting 
House, 7.30 pm. All welcome. Info Will 839453.
Jazz, Jive, Swing classes, Comrades Club, 7.15 pm Begin-
ners, 8.15 pm Intermediate, 9.15 pm Advanced. £4. Info 
James 01452 770701
Pilates (experienced and beginners), Mortimer Room, 6.30 
and 8.00 pm. Info Bea 07717 472129

Fr
i

Country Market, Mortimer Room, 8.45 am-11 am
Little Angels, Singing and Music for Parents & Toddlers, 
St. Georges Church, 9.30-10 am
Archive Office open, Town Hall, 10 am–12 noon
Disco night, The Green Man from 8 pm. Customers welcome 
to bring own CDs. Info 833295.
Bingo, cash prizes. Green Man (FGR), at 7.30 pm.

Mixed Martial Arts for Young Adults, 6-14 yrs, Christ Church 
Hall, 5.30 - 6.15 pm. Info 07850 063276

Nailsworth Community Workshop session for home educated 
children 7 yrs upwards. 9-11 am and 11.30 am-1.30 pm. £10 
per session. Info Pam Brown 07971 737 626.
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Regular weekly events
December 2010

LEOPARDPRESS.com
 Formerly Hathaway Press & Vale Press

• Private & Trade Printers
    • litho & digital print 
        • graphic design
            • books & magazines
                • brochures
                    • 35 years experience 

Stroud 01453 832259
stroud@leopardpress.com
Unit A Inchbrook Trading Estate, Bath Road, Stroud. GL5 5EY

Nailsworth Film Society showings
Friday 7th January 2011, Che (part 1), 2008 (Steven Soder-
bergh); Cert 15; 134 min
An intelligent and fast moving portrait of a complex revolu-
tionary - an intellectual man of action. Part 2 next season.
Friday 4th February 2011, The Hurt Locker, 2008 (Kathryn 
Bigelow); Cert 15; 131 min
A powerful action movie following a three man bomb disposal 
squad. An attempt to look into the hearts and minds of US 
combatants.
Films are shown at Nailsworth Primary School at 8 pm 
(bar opens 7.30). Further information from Krissy Spen-
cer on 835594.

Programme of seasonal music
The Stuart Singers’ annual December concerts are taking 
place on 10th & 11th December at 7.30 pm at holy Trinity 
church Minchinhampton. Entitled ‘A Taste of Christmas’ the 
programme features an eclectic mix of music from sacred to 
comedy, as well as seasonal numbers 
including a chance for the audience 
to join in with carols. Tickets are 
available from Marjorie Russell on 
886282 or The Crown Inn at Minch-
inhampton; website www.stuartsing-
ers.com.



  

What’s On - December 2010
To include events, contact Tina on 835295 
or mail whatson@nailsworthnews.org.uk.

Deadline for February 2011 – 
15th January 2011

The next Nailsworth News will be 
published at the beginning of February 

(there is no January edition)

December 2010
1 Wed Flower Club Members Evening and Supper, 

Town Hall, 7.30 pm
2 Thu Forest Green Senior Citizens Club, Rev Philip 

Hopes, Gospel & Guitar entertainer, Comrades 
Club, 2 pm
Canasta, Hanover Gardens Community Room, 
7.15 pm. All welcome. Info Jane Hobdell 835937

3 Thu Open University Drop-in session, Library, 11 am 
– 1.30 pm
An Education, Nailsworth Film Club, Primary 
School, 8.00 pm (Bar opens 7.30 pm)

4 – 6 
Sat – Mon

Art Group Exhibition, Mortimer Room, 10 am – 
5 pm daily

4 Sat St. Dominic’s Christmas Bazaar, 12.30 pm, raffle 
at 3 pm
NSoc Luncheon Group Christmas Lunch, Info 
Paul Young 837807
FGR v Luton Town, 3 pm

5 Sun Family Service, Nailsworth Primary School, 11 
am. Everyone welcome
The Honeymoon Trio, The George Pub, 8–1 pm + 
Curry evening

 

6 Mon M.E. Support Group, Fields Café, 11 am, Info 
Richard 07814 223567
Christmas Greetings – making greetings cards 
(for Primary School age children), Library, 
3.45-4.45pm. Free. Enquiries 832747
NSoc Arts, Crafts & Music and Local Studies 
Group Christmas Celebration, Parish Rooms, 
7.30 pm

8 Wed Blood Donor Sessions, Forest Green Rovers, 
1 – 3.15 pm and 5 – 6.45 pm
Nailsworth Valley Probus, Sally Wilkinson, 
Swan Rescue, Mortimer Room 10.00 am

9 Thu Rotary Meeting, FGR, Info Fiona Hodges 
832878

11 Sat NSoc Theatre Goers, Malvern, Lark Rise to 
Candleford, Depart Bus Station, 12.30 pm 

12 Sun Norton Wood Orchard Project working party. 
Meet Jovial Foresters car park, 2 pm. Info 
Marilyn Miles 832974

13 Mon W.I. Christmas Party, Parish Room, 7.30 pm
14 Tue Library Club for older people. Library, 

11.15 – 12.30. Info 832747. Transport can be 
provided
Trefoil Guild Christmas Lunch. Info Maureen 
Embrey 833772

15 Wed Stroud & District Macular Society, Christ 
Church Hall, 10 am – 12 noon

16 Thu Rotary Club Christmas Dinner, 
Minchinhampton Golf Club. Info Fiona 
Hodges 832878

 

16 Thu Forest Green Senior Citizens Club Christmas 
Dinner. Info Dave Boulton 833411

18 Sat Farmers Market, Mortimer Gardens, 9 am 
– 1pm
Shortwood Utd v Shrivenham, 3 pm

19 Sun Newmarket Christmas Market, The George 
Inn, 4.30 – 7.00 pm

20 Mon Deck the Halls – making table decorations 
(for Primary School age children) , Library, 
3.45-4.45pm. Free. Enquiries 832747

21 Tue Town Council meeting, Town Hall, 7 pm
22 Wed Nailsworth Valley Probus, Arthur Ball, The 

Galapagos Islands, Mortimer Room 10.00 
am

26 Sun FGR v Kidderminster Harriers, 3 pm

January 2011
2 Sun Family Service, Nailsworth Primary School, 

11 am. Everyone welcome
3 Mon FGR v Crawley Town, 3 pm
6 Thu Canasta, Hanover Gardens Community 

Room, 7.15 pm. All welcome. Info Jane 
Hobdell 835937

11 Tue Five Valleys Osteoporosis Group, St Georges 
Parish Rooms, 10 am – 12 pm. Info 01256 
893733

 


