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Youthful Compassion
Milly Pickering merits a mention on our intro page this month.
At the tender age of nine, Milly seized her opportunity to help
NHS staff amid this pandemic, by making hair scrunchies
for staff at Nailsworth Pharmacy, to thank them for all their
hard work.
Milly’s kind act demonstrates an awareness and compassion
that belie her tender age. Milly reminds us all how important
it is to nurture that awareness in our young people, not just
throughout this pandemic, but in the readjustments we will all have to make in its
wake. You can read more about Milly on page 7 of this issue.

Nailsworth In Bloom

As we were about to go to press we learnt of the theft of plants and equipment from
Nailsworth in Bloom: that was the bad news. The good news is that Paddy Coyle
set up a fund raiser and within 12 hours had achieved the target of £1,500 to help
Nailsworth in Bloom recover from the theft. That’s Nailsworth for you.

Nailsworth Town Council

Coronavirus Helpline

Nailsworth Town Council has set up a community telephone Helpline
for the Parish of Nailsworth

•
•
•
•
•

Are you self-isolating?
Need help with shopping?
Need your dog walked?
Need a prescription collected?
Would you like a chat or
some other help?

We have a wonderful team of
volunteers across the town.
If you need shopping or
prescriptions collected, dog
walking or just want a chat,
we can put you in touch with a
local person to help you out.
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What should you do?
Just call our helpline. 01453 367399 You can call anytime to leave a message.
Someone will get back to you during office hours. (Mon to Fri, 9-5)
Please do not use the Helpline for emergencies, instead call 111 or 999

Helpline
number:

01453 367399

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
MICROSOFT & APPLE SERVICED & REPAIRED ONSITE
HARD DRIVES REPLACED : NEW SCREENS FITTED
MEMORY UPGRADES & VIRUS REMOVAL

BRAND NEW & USED WINDOWS 10 LAPTOPS & PC’S ALSO
IMACS & MACBOOKS ALL READY TO GO WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS

NAILSWORTH COMPUTER SALES & REPAIR SHOP

01453 832151
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Stand and Stare
What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare,
A poor life this if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare
Extract from “Leisure” by Nailsworth’s
own William Henry Davies
There will never be a better opportunity
for us all to simply ‘stand and stare’.
Over the lockdown period, our busy
lifestyles have been restricted and
governed by this ruthless pandemic, but
Isolation has given us the gift of time to
look around us. Our glorious countryside
is resplendent in the spring sunshine,
with an abundance of flora and fauna
to delight the senses: Beech trees are
turning green and magnificent Horse
Chestnuts are adorned with their candlelike flowers. Fruit blossom has been
abundant this year with the promise of
a bountiful harvest. The boughs of pink
and white May are heavy with blossom
in the lanes and on patios, exotic
Rhododendron and Azaleas bloom.
The recent warm weather has
encouraged us out to our gardens and
allotments: the source of great solace
in isolation from friends and families.
Gardens and green spaces have never
been as vital as they are now. Here,
in Nailsworth, we are lucky to be
surrounded by lanes, tracks and paths
where we can escape four walls, exercise
and take in the beauty of nature. Thanks
to Nailsworth in Bloom, our town’s
planters and gardens are filled with
colour: aesthetic plantings that never fail
to delight and cheer us.

THERE IS NO PAPER PUBLISHED FOR
JANUARY OR AUGUST

George Harper
Gardening Solutions
07940087822
g_harper@outlook.com
All aspects of gardening undertaken
Friendly, reliable, local service
Gardening with a smile
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Nailsworth Mills
Estate
Avening Road
Nailsworth
Gloucestershire
GL6 0BS

The Poets cottage “Glendower” in
Watledge
I’m writing this article on the
anniversary of VE Day and cannot
help but draw comparisons between
our current dilemma and that faced by
those who endured the war years and
the inevitable restrictions that followed.
People are dying now, just as they did
then. Our freedom, albeit briefly in
comparison, has also been compromised.
When we remember heroes from the
Second World War, think also of the
grieving families and friends of those
lost to Coronavirus. Remember all our
key workers and NHS staff and when
you stand each Thursday to join your
neighbours to applaud them, clap loudly,
until your hands grow tired: for us,
they’ve given their all.
Heather Nicholls – NN Editorial Team

Tel: 01453 836996
Mob: 07800 932098
keith@amosjoinery.co.uk
www.amosjoinery.co.uk

Bespoke designs and
craftsmanship including:• Doors
• Furniture
• Stairs
• Windows
• Garden Furniture and
Gates

LOCAL NEWS

A Word from the Mayor
Retail in Old Market
Many of you will have seen a ‘To
Let’ sign on the end of the Old Market
retail building, next to the bus station.
None of the existing tenants intend to
move out, so there are no shop vacancies
currently. It is likely that the landlord
of the building is testing the market,
possibly because there are rent reviews
in progress and they hope to increase the
rents for existing retailers. Right now
across the country, retail rents are static,
or falling. Pop along to Old Market and
show your support for these special
Nailsworth Retailers. Retailing is tough
at the moment, and the historic view that
rents should only go up should be just
that - history.
Shops opening
Our town has been strong in the past,
with a good selection of shops, services,
cafes, pubs and restaurants. That, of
course is at risk from the effects of the
Pandemic. Many of our businesses have
stayed open, providing essential services
such as food and prescriptions. Others
have opened up, and there are more to

come. We need them to survive and
thrive, and they need us to help them. We
need to use them, to accept that social
distancing and other pandemic effects
make it difficult to provide a service.
So, let’s get out there and support our
local businesses - we need each other!
KGV Tennis Courts
As you may know, the Town Council
tennis courts at King George V Playing
Fields have been closed during the
lockdown. The government have now
relaxed some of the rules on exercise,
and said that tennis can be played if
players don’t share equipment, and play
with members of their own household.
However there are other clear guidelines
from the government and the LTA that
make operating costs like ours difficult.
We have looked at the practicalities
of opening the courts and are not able
to comply with the guidance, thus we
have decided not to reopen them. We
are keeping an eye on any changes in
guidance and will review our decision
accordingly.

The NTC Helpline
The CoronaVirus Helpline continues
to provide a fantastic service for the
town during lockdown. It is a bit quieter
now compared with the early days, and
the biggest call is on our prescription
service. We are looking at the best way
of providing the services, so may reduce
the prescription service to three days a
week from five. Any changes will be
announced in the recorded message on
the Helpline, and on our website.
I’d like to thank all the volunteers
and the Council staff for communing to
provide this wonderful service.
Jonathan
Duckworth

Ruskin Mill Stop Press

Ruskin Mill is one of the first groups in Gloucestershire to benefit from a £500 grant from Tesco as part of a £2m scheme to
support local charities and community groups responding to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Fresh organic produce is being harvested on a regular basis, and they have developed a vegetable box scheme for home
delivery. The grant will be used to provide boxes of fruit, vegetables, milk and eggs to disabled people locally, and to support
small local food producers who have lost access to previous markets by creating a new customer base.

Editorial Update

The next issue of NN will be published on Friday 3rd July. We are keeping the Covid 19 guidelines under review and will decide
in the light of that guidance whether we will be able to resume our normal deliveries to households. We wish thank all the local
shops that have acted as collection points during the Lock Down. We also want to thank the entire team of the NN for their
efforts in keeping us going, and our advertisers, who have supported us in these difficult times.

NMC

Car Servicing Specialists

Nailsworth MOT Centre
MOTMAKES
. ALL MAKES
TYRES . EXHAUSTS . BATTERIES . SERVICING . ALL
Tel: 01453 836816
Unit 6, Inchbrook Trading Estate, Bath Road, Woodchester, Stroud GL5 5EY

www.motstroud.co.uk
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ENVIRONMENT

NAILSWORTH
CLIMATE
ACTION NETWORK

We’re a local community group for people who want to take positive action on
climate change. We know Nailsworth CAN make a difference, come and join us.
GET IN TOUCH Email: Nailsworthcan@gmail.com Instagram: @nailsworthclimateactionnetwork
FB: Nailsworth Climate Action Network Web: www.ncat.btck.co.uk

It would be great if we can keep hold of
these positive aspects and build upon
them. We think that we should all have a
chance to say what the new normal ought
to be. Therefore, over the coming months
we want to get your views on what will
help us Build Back Better for a safer,
greener, more sustainable way of life.

in upcoming issues of the Nailsworth
News and on our Instagram, Facebook and
website.
Tell us what you think and we will bring
everyone’s ideas together in an action plan
by the end of the year. Let’s work together
to Build Back Better in Nailsworth.

We will be asking you about the following
topics:
• How can we get about in ways that
keep us active and cause less air
pollution?
Build Back Better in Nailsworth announcing a survey to plan our future
together.
This pandemic has been tough for
everyone and truly dreadful for many. It
is hard to think about the future as so
much has changed. However, national
polls are showing that the majority of us
don’t want to go back to the old normal.
Some things have changed for the better
during lockdown; we are more focussed
on community; people are helping each
other more; there is greater appreciation
for our local shops; we’ve seen a reduction
in traffic and air pollution; we are closer to
nature and we appreciate the things that
are truly good for us.

• How can we protect wildlife, trees and
our environment?
• How can we feed ourselves using local
food production and agriculture?
• How can we make less waste?
• How can we find the most suitable and
sustainable sources of energy for our
area?
• How can we insulate our homes and
businesses so they are warmer and need
less heating?
Please look out for details of our survey

despite all that is going on we can safely
keep the presses rolling.

Are you following us on Instagram? You’ll
find lots of interesting posts there,
including gardening tips, community news
and, of course, great ways to combat
climate change. Take a look
@nailsworthclimateactionnetwork

ANY QUESTIONS?
We’d love to hear from you if you
have any questions about the
Build Back Better campaign or
any other queries about climate
change and our community.

L E O PA R D P R E S S
L E T T E R P R E S S • L I T H O • D I G I TA L

banners, posters, leaflets...
and indeed this Nailswor th News!
home deliver y, collection or direct mail

Professional, Reliable, and
Affordable Bookkeeping Services
•
•
•
•

Bookkeeping | Self-Assessment
Payroll | Credit Control | VAT

Reduce your stress
Make more time for your business
Up to date business reports
Convenient to you weekly, monthly, or
quarterly
• Flexible service
• On site or can collect your paperwork at a
time to suit you

FREE Initial Consultation - Mike Hewlett AICB
Telephone: 01453 367998
www.wjhaccounting.co.uk

Take Control of your Business
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e: mjwebbroofing@gmail.com

Computer Support in Stroud
5 star rating
6 month health check up
Plain speaking tuition
Repairs & upgrades
Matt Hughes
Remote support
07740 167318
www.pcprop.com
Wi-Fi solutions
£40 ph Est.2003

Sarah Purkis Soft Furnishings
& Interior Design
Hand made curtains and blinds
Custom made loose covers
Upholstery
Full range of fabrics, wallpapers
poles, tracks and trimmings
Fitting services
Tel: 01453 835778 - Mobile: 07721 536536
e-mail: sarahpurkis3@gmail.com
Free in house consultation

BUSINESS NEWS

Shiny Goodness - New Beginnings
It wasn’t until I was saying my goodbyes
to Gail Smith in the storeroom/office at
the back of the new premises of Shiny
Goodness on George Street, that she
let slip her mother, Elsie Smith, used
to preside over The Chocolate Box on
Fountain Street. Gail told me Elsie is
fondly remembered as the proprietor of
the confectionary, cake and bread shop
for over 30 years. On hearing this, I
suggested that this maybe why Gail is
so successful at running her own shop.
She did not actually agree with me but
she did admit that being the proprietor of
Shiny Goodness, is the only job she has
stuck at for more than two years during
the whole of her adult life!
Deciding to take over the small health
food shop on Fountain Street that
became Shiny Goodness, came at the
end of a series of events; Gail had left
her job in Leyhill Prison, had become
increasingly interested in food, health
and the impact of what we eat on our
overall wellbeing as she addressed her
own health issues and during a walk up
Fountain Street in 2004 she discovered
that the business was for sale. Initially
she had a steep learning curve, but by
attending the inhouse courses put on by
health supplement manufactures and
with an ongoing interest in nutritional
issues, she has been able to educate
herself, expand the range of goods sold
in the shop and become the font of
knowledge that so many of us, turning
up at the counter, rely on to answer our
questions.
The recent move to the new, larger

premises
has been a
long time in
the planning
but her
requirements
were very
specific and
it took four
years of
searching
before she
found herself
sat next to
Diana Stiles,
the founder
of Buskins
Shoe shop, the previous tenant, at a local
event. Diana knew Gail was looking
to move her shop and once they both
realised the synchronicity of their needs,
the move of both businesses happened
just as the pandemic shut all but essential
shops in Nailsworth. Gail has spent the
past month getting the premises ready
and finally reopened on the 9th May.
Shiny Goodness will be expanding its
selection of loose foods, the plastic free
range and the variety of products in the
refill range. Gail is finding in the current
economic climate; some products are
hard to source but she is very pleased
to have been able to secure a regular
supply of local Woefuldane milk and
butter. She is determined to provide
more of what her customers want and
is asking everyone to let her know if
there are things they would like to buy
which she does not currently stock. She

believes that having a supportive and
demanding community combined with
her commercial instinct will ensure that
the business is able to grow to meet the
ever expanding needs of local shoppers.
Currently operating with slightly
shorter opening hours, 9.30am until
3.30pm and with a limit of 3 customers
only in the shop, Gail, Tilly, Val, Helen,
Lucy, Corrinne, Malaika and Issy look
forward to welcoming both old and new
customers back to the shop. As things
are changing rapidly at the moment,
she recommends ringing on 01453
832986 if you have specific requirements
and keeping an eye on Facebook or
Instagram for any updates to opening
hours.
Annie Franklin – NN Business Editor

Photos by Martin Stone Photography
On page 10 we reprint our first article on Shiny Goodness in 2004

new premises
k
l
w
Ne

Now
at:

Your local health food store

George St, Nailsworth. Tel: 01453 832986

www.shinygoodness.co.uk
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CHURCH & FAITH

Church Letter
I am writing this article just after our
Prime Minister addressed the nation and
parliament.
One question I am seeing being asked
is “ What is the new normal?” During
lock down many of us found new things
that that became normal. For me this
included playing scrabble and doing
jigsaws both on line and meetings on
Zoom. Churches have been closed but
the people have found new ways of
worshiping and showing pastoral care.
It has been an opportunity to explore
worship in other places. Each Sunday
You Tube has been full of different
worship opportunities. Now we are told
that churches MIGHT be able to open

in July with that new word in mind ‘
Conditionality”.
All sorts of questions are raised here.
Who will make the actual decision to
re- open?
Will we need risk assessments? How
long will social distancing be a factor??
Will church life be exactly the same as it
was before the lock down? Of the three
denominations at Christ Church the first
to produce guidelines for the future was
the URC in an excellent report called
“ Ready for the New Normal”. Our
leadership team has used this to discuss
how we shall proceed when re- opening
comes. We have discussed a range of
issues including our worship and our

lettings. We know how important finance
is in church life. But we may need to be
very different in the way our premises
are used.
In worship issues have been how we
share the bread and the wine and how
the offertory is collected. In months and
years to come we shall look back at the
time of lockdown and hopefully say “We
started doing that after lockdown.” One
thing is certain: many of our churches
will never be the same again.
What is the new “normal” in your
life???
Rev Stuart Radford, 07956 657 759
Rev Caroline Bland 01453 836536

Citizens Advice amid the Coronavirus Crisis
When the
lockdown
began on
23rd March,
Citizens
Advice Stroud
and Cotswold
Districts
quickly
mobilised staff and volunteers away
from face-to-face interviews to give
one-to-one advice over the phone and
via email. This charity is able to give
advice on applying for universal credit,
navigating the government’s job support

schemes, how to manage paying bills,
relationship breakdown, as well as many
other issues.
Martin, a volunteer Adviser said:
“This service is vital now more than
ever. There’s so much anxiety around
this virus and what it means for people’s
health, wellbeing, jobs and finances. As a
volunteer, it feels good to be able to help
and it’s a privilege to work with such an
experienced team of advisers.”
Sarah Telford, Chief Executive said:
“I am so proud of our volunteers and
staff who have quickly rallied round to
ensure no-one needs to face the financial

MOBILE PAINT & POLISH

UNIT E2 INCHBROOK TRADING ESTATE, BATH ROAD, NAILSWORTH GL5 5EY – ESTABLISHED 2011

FOR ALL YOUR CAR BODY REPAIRS
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE CAR BODY REPAIR TRADE
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION, CALL RICHARD ON

01453 834 355 or 07976 779 130
INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN - ALL WORK FULLY INSURED & GUARANTEED
FREE VEHICLE COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
NO VAT

A great place to work ...
Shops, offices, factory units sometimes available
Give us a call on 01453 832754
email: james@eachamberlain.co.uk
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www.eachamberlain.co.uk

Nailsworth
Mills Estate

challenges of Covid-19 alone. So if
you’re in need don’t hesitate to pick
up the phone or drop us a message, our
advisers are ready and waiting to help.”
The Helpline numbers are 0808
800 0510 or 0808 800 0511 Monday
to Friday 10am to 4pm, calls are free
from landlines and most mobiles. For
email enquiries visit our online email
page https://www.citizensadvicestroudandcotswold.org.uk/stroud-cabemail-advice.php and complete a short
online form with a few sentences about
your problem.

LOCAL NEWS

Woodchester Valley Village Residents say ‘Thank You’

Residents extend a huge thank you to their care providers and staff. Villagers Social Distancing to support the NHS, Care
providers and Staff on Thursday evening at 8pm.
A number of Prize draws are also being arranged to support Cheltenham & Gloucestershire Hospitals Charity, working to
improve nurses working accommodation. Keeping up morale and supporting a great cause.

Milly makes Hair Bands for NHS

My nine year old daughter, Milly Pickering, wanted to do something to say thank you to some of
the NHS staff and decided she would make some hair scrunchies and give them to the staff at the
Nailsworth Pharmacy, as a thank you for all their hard work!

Teaching an old dog new tricks
Bob, our 14 year old Border-Yorkie took part in the 2.6
Challenge to save our charities and thanks to many kind
donations, has raised just over £4,500 so far (including Gift Aid)
for Horsfall House.
Bob is well known in Nailsworth as the ‘dog in the sack’ as
his arthritis limits him to a slow sniffing pace. But from the
sack he can enjoy a panoramic view and appreciate surprised
smiles from passers by. His challenge was to ‘walk’ 2.6 miles
in his sack, then eat 2.6 gravy bones whilst I did 2.6 minutes of
Pilates Downward Dog each day for a week!

Also, in aid of Horsfall House for the 2.6 Challenge, Will
Richmond, a keen runner, will run 26 times around the grounds
of Horsfall House and Annabelle will do 100 Hula Hoops for 7
days raising money for new games and resources for residents.
Good luck both!
To learn more or
donate, please go to
https://horsfallhouse.
co.uk/

We are still here to
help you…
Through ‘Telehealth’ we can:-

OSTEOPATHY
Telehealth online video calls
now available.
These are video consultations which will be
conducted online.
“We wish you the best of health”

• Conduct a full case history
• Form an accurate diagnosis
• Formulate a treatment plan
• Set goals and monitor progress

Recent studies into Telehealth have recorded high
pa4ent sa4sfac4on. Whilst we recognise this is a
temporary restric4on we are pleased to be able to
maintain our services to pa4ents.

14 Market Street, Nailsworth, Glos, GL6 0BX
online booking www.thewhitepractice.co.uk 01453 832515
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SCRUB HUB

Nailsworth Scrub Hub for PPE

Nailsworth Chamber of Trade, which
organises and part-funds Nailsworth
Scrubs for Heroes, wants to thank the
amazing heroes on the frontline of the
fight against Covid-19. We also need
to thank the fantastic volunteers, now
consisting a team of 41 with a further 4
volunteers co ordinating each team. They
are currently working tirelessly to supply
personal protective equipment (PPE),
including full-face visors and scrubs –
the specialist clothing worn by surgeons,
nurses, doctors and other NHS and care
staff. In its first four weeks, Nailsworth
Scrubs for Heroes, which includes the
specialist visor-section, Nailsworth
Scrub Hub, delivered:
•
•
•
•
•

13 full sets of scrubs;
400 visors;
Taken 160 orders for masks;
Three orders for surgical hats;
Three orders for plastic surgical
gowns;
• And ordered 1,600 visors to be made
over the next 20 weeks.
Each piece of PPE carries a Nailsworth
Scrub Hub logo for quality and
traceability.
Sarah Martin of the chamber says,
“We’ve been so moved and impressed by
our team of volunteers, who are tirelessly
cutting, sewing and even 3D-printing all
manner of protective equipment for care

8

homes, surgeries, care workers – in fact,
anyone needing protective equipment.
Our initial aim was to cover local needs;
but we’re now supplying throughout the
county; from as far afield as Cheltenham
and Cirencester and requests continue to
come in.
I am constantly humbled by people’s
loveliness and generosity. From our
outstanding team of 38 volunteer-makers
to individuals dropping off fabric (with
a shy smile and a social distance),
everyone is desperate to do what they
can to help. We need you all to continue
to do so until we find a vaccination for
this virus.
Our team does feel under pressure
because we know that a surgery, care
home or hospital is sitting there waiting
for us to finish making them visors and
scrubs. But it is all worth it when you
are able to deliver a complete PPE set to
the people who are on the front line day
in and day out”. For more information,
visit nailsworthonline.co.uk. The latest
information is that the Scrubs team is
winding down now, but more volunteers
are needed to make masks.

Can You Help,
Please?
Do you have any 1-6mm rounded
cord elastic?
Please hand donations to Sarah
Martin, outside Nailsworth Library
every Saturday morning from
8.15am–10.00am.

SCRUB HUB

Do You Need Our PPE?
Nailsworth Scrubs for Heroes welcomes enquiries from any business, care or
emergency service provider within Gloucestershire seeking any kind of PPE: visors,
scrubs, scrub bags, etc. Sarah Martin says, “We provide all these things free of
charge – though, where they can, we’ve had very welcome donations from people
we’ve helped. We’ve offered our services to all sorts of people and organisations.
But there could be individual care-givers who need PPE, or even businesses we
haven’t thought of. Please do come and ask us, if you’re in need. We’ll do our
absolute best to help.”
Contact nailsworthchamberoftrade@gmail.com or call them on 07841 922639.

We Need Your Help!
Each full set of PPE costs around £15 in materials alone.
Any donations would be a terrific help in the quest to equip our Gloucestershire
heroes with visors, protective clothing, scrub caps, and bags.
You can give money by visiting gofundme.com and searching for
Nailsworth Scrubs for Heroes.

Anderson Norman LANDSCAPES
Established since 1988

Garden Design
Construction &
Maintenance
For all your
garden needs

We L♥ve to Landscape
Telephone for a FREE quotation on:

01453 832885

or

07785 275009

info@andersonnormanlandscapes.co.uk

www.andersonnormanlandscapes.co.uk
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On August 1st Jo Granger finished her 9 year stint
managing “Harvest Home”; she and Margaret Briers have
departed the scene and the shop, renamed “Shiny
Goodness”, is now being run by Gail Smith. For Gail this
is a first entry into
retailing, though
her mother was a
familiar figure in
several Nailsworth
shops until her
retirement. A few
years ago Gail
realised that she
was ‘wheat
intolerant’ and this
Gail Smith in ‘Shiny Goodness’
changed her life in
many ways, not least in giving her an appreciation of what
actually goes into the food we buy. Recognising and
addressing her problem has dramatically improved Gail’s
physical condition – she ran the Stroud Half-Marathon last
year, something she could not previously have
contemplated – and given her a concern for those who
settle for a physical second-best through failure to
recognise a debilitating condition. As far as the shop goes,
she will maintain the product lines which so many in
Nailsworth value, but with more organic products. Gail
admits she will be feeling her way and wants to encourage
customers to ask for particular things they want.

Nailsworth Domestic
Appliance Repairs
Matthew ~ 833310
A fast, local & reliable service
Most makes of washing machines, dishwashers,
fridge/freezers, tumble dryers & electric cookers

Members can book a car for a couple of hours or days,
collect it & return it to the designated parking place
when they’ve finished. There’s some book-keeping,
etc. but, basically, it really is as simple as that. In the
Stroud Valleys Club they pay £12/month and then an
hourly use rate (£1.50 for a Corsa, £1.80 for a Zafira)
and 15p a mile. For that, members get insurance & fuel
costs, road tax, breakdown cover and all depreciation
and maintenance costs are
also fully covered. Of
course if you use your car
every day to drive to work
then a car club won’t do. If,
however, you run a second
car which spends most of its
life on valuable parking
space while its depreciation, insurance and road tax
costs trickle away – this might be for you. Contact
Jessica on 835152. There’s a web-site at svccc.co.uk .



Tony Russell judged the mid-summer round of the
 initiative set up by the Chamber
of Trade and Commerce. The scale of entry was a bit
disappointing; Tony would have liked to see more
On July 24th Jessica Hodge had her ‘stall’ in the Mortimer private entries and noted ‘several worthy commercial
Room to introduce the Stroud Valleys Car Club,
floral displays which had not been officially entered’
something we might, one day, emulate in Nailsworth . She Perhaps these establishments would be ‘especially
wasn’t exactly inundated with callers so this little piece is
encouraged to take part next year’. Overall,
to give those you an idea of what you missed.
nonetheless, ‘the effects of so many colourful floral
The Car Club is a simple idea. It’s a club, with members
displays brings to the town both a feeling of care and
who pay a subscription, and cars, owned by the club.
vibrancy … that will not have been lost on visitors’.




Bob Pike & David de Sousa at
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“NAILSWORTH’S
BEST KEPT SECRET”
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

YOUTH

The Door is Still Open - Emilia’s Story
Hi, my name
is Emilia, I’m
16, and I go to
college in Stroud.
I first came to The
Door because I
was struggling
to control my
emotions and kept
getting angry, I
felt very depressed
and wanted to
talk to someone
about my feelings.
Being at college was making me really
anxious I was struggling to do the work
which I think is down to having dyslexia.
But, it wasn’t just college, I was getting
really anxious most of the time, my
emotions had become really erratic.
I was matched with a Mentor earlier
this year, but I was too anxious about
going out in public, so I kept missing the
meetings. The Door team didn’t want
to give up on me so I tried meetings
over the phone instead, it makes things
so much easier for me, because it takes
away one of the things that makes me so
anxious. Since COVID-19 I have been
feeling more worried again, because I

just don’t know what will happen next.
College has closed and I’m scared that
I just won’t learn anything. I feel like I
am failing at life and staying still while
everyone else keeps moving forwards.
Being able to talk to a mentor on the
phone each week is a life-line for me.
Together we are looking for other ways I
can study; we found some online courses
to keep me occupied.
Phone mentoring is such an amazing
thing, to have somebody who listens,
cares and helps me see things straight
is incredible. It’s helping me build my
confidence and reduce my anxiety:
I’ve even been going out for a walk
everyday – that might not seem like a
big thing, but for me being in public has
always been a huge source of anxiety,
so stepping out of the house each day
is a big challenge, but I’m overcoming
it. The fact that even right now, when
the world has been turned upside down,
they’re still there to talk to each week is
such a reassurance to me. I don’t know
what’s going to happen next, I don’t
suppose any of us do. I’m worrying
about going back to college when this
is all over but I’m sure that as long as
I have a mentor from The Door at the

end of the phone I’ll be ok. I don’t know
what I’d do without them.
Even in these complex times The
Door is still open, online and over the
phone instead of face to face. Support is
available for young people aged 11-25
and their families and full details can be
found at thedoor.org.uk or by calling
01453 756745
With events cancelled and The Door’s
charity shop closed they need to raise
£30,000 to keep these vital services
running.
#KeepTheDoorOpen for young people
like Emilia, donate today at thedoor.org.
uk/donate
Your donation will make a positive
difference in local lives
The Door
The Door’s mission is to bring hope
into the lives of young people and
their families, unlocking potential and
providing opportunity so their past does
not define their future. Motivated by the
Christian values of hope, forgiveness and
prayer, The Door delivers its services
at the heart of local communities,
seeking to engage stakeholders from the
bottom up.

Nailsworth Primary School
Nailsworth children show they know
the ropes!
Another month, another competition
at Nailsworth C of E Primary School.
This time design-based. Children in
school and at home were challenged to
create and test a boat able to float, with a
working sail and an original design. The
high quality of the boats astounded us all.
There were bottle boats, cork boats and
catamarans.
Bugs and minibeasts
Reception and
Year 1 have been
learning about
the lifecycle
of a tadpole, a
water snail and
a caddis fly.
Along with other
children at home
and at school,
they have made

bug houses and bee
hotels. Bee hotels
have been placed
in a south-facing,
sunny position, near
bee-friendly flowers
and shrubs. We have
spotted a few female
bees visiting the
nestholes on sunny
days, flying in with
pollen.
Shine bright.
Elsewhere in school, children asked
to learn all about diamonds. They made
octahedrons (3D diamonds) out of card
and cooked diamond biscuits, with
diamond shaped stained glass in the
centre.
Tyler and Aaron discovered how and
where diamonds are mined and that
the biggest diamond in the world is the
Cullinan Diamond in the Crown jewels.

Some children “mined” for diamonds in
the school grounds…sadly, they didn’t
find any!
Teachers continue to send work packs
home to children as well as providing
the links for helpful websites. A huge
thank you to our wonderful parents for
the support they have shown during this
period.
Liz Geller - Head Teacher.
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VE DAY 2020

VE Day in Nailsworth 2020
We didn’t all come together in the normal way, but that did not stop the occasion being marked. At the War Memorial the Rev
Caroline Bland conducted a short service, and wreaths were laid by the Mayor and a representative of the British Legion; there
was almost nobody else there because of the Covid 19 restrictions.
Elsewhere songs of the time were sung to the residents of the Steppes, and union flags were in lots of places, especially in
Woodchester Valley Village. In Watledge Al and Lynn Hooper put out their collection of teddy bears, dressed in WW2 uniforms, in
their front garden. We show just a few snapshots of these events.

Mark Kelly

General Plumbing
Bathroom & kitchen refits
Tiling
No job too small

design and installation
call 07834318459
or 01453 836096
more than 10 years in Nailsworth

Helping Hands

Providing care across Stroud and the
surrounding area
With over 30 years’ experience in caring for people
within their own homes, and a commitment to using
only directly employed carers, we have the expertise to
provide the best care possible from 30 minutes to
full-time, live-in care.

For more information, or to arrange a meeting with our Stroud team
please call: 01453 557 400
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Caring since 1989

EAT
EP

Your small, local nursery for home-grown
hardy perennials, cottage garden plants,
herbs, alpines and roses
•
The nursery is based on our farm in the
South Cotswolds with walled kitchen garden
and mixed herbaceous borders
•
Non-contact
collection
or delivery
available.
Non-contact
collection
or delivery
service
available
Please
fordetails
details
Pleasephone
phone for
•
Telephone: 07799 738710
Walnut Farm, Bagpath, Tetbury GL8 8YQ

@ Walnut Farm Tetbury

E
FRE

Helping Hands Home Care is
now open!

WE’R

Plumbing
& Bathrooms

LOCAL AFFAIRS

District Councillors’ Report
Despite the lockdown, Council staff
continue to work from home with
many redeployed to support the SDC
Coronavirus response – working with
other partners across the county. Staff
absence rates to date have been low
(currently less than 2 %). Meetings by
Zoom have been successful.
The total amount of funding SDC has
received from Government is £26.386m.
The Revenues & Benefits team has
identified over two thousand grant
payments to be made, totalling £27.77
million and have written to more than
700 businesses in the district to urge
them to apply for a business grant. For
more information: https://www.stroud.
gov.uk/health-wellbeing/coronavirus/
businesses-and-employers
The Community Resilience Grant
Fund was launched on 2 April,
comprising £100,000 (£50,000 from
GCC and £50,000 from SDC). So far,

£31,682 has been distributed to 33
Covid-19 community groups by the
Chief Executive. For more information
see: https://www.stroud.gov.uk/healthwellbeing/coronavirus/strouddistrictcommunity-resilience-fund-covid-19response.
Council officers are continuing to
make calls and visits to vulnerable
people in the district – and providing
help as needed and contacts for relevant
support services and local mutual aid
groups.
The Environmental Health team have
recorded a sharp increase in complaints
about noise and smoke since the start of
the Coronavirus pandemic. Residents
are encouraged to consider how their
actions might affect neighbours. Where
necessary, SDC will use legal powers to
tackle these issues. To report a bonfire or
smoke nuisance: https://www.stroud.gov.
uk/report/report-pollution-eg-bonfire-

County Councillor’s Report
I am very disappointed to report that the
A46 from the Shell Garage to Lightpill
has not been resurfaced. This is due to
Tarmac experiencing a shortage of gangs
to carry out the work. I will push for
completion when pandemic restrictions
allow. There are two small sections
of the cycle path yet to be completed
between Nailsworth and Dudbridge.
These will also be completed when
restrictions allow.
I have been asked by several residents
if home owners could safely weed outside
their properties and cut their hedges back
to their boundaries. If residents are able
to do this, it would certainly help to keep
our town looking cared for.

GCC has been rather slow in organising
meetings for councillors. But these
meetings are being made available to
the general public on YouTube. Like
all local authorities, officers have been
given delegated powers during this
unprecedented time.
Horsley Tip will be open by the time
you read this. Users will have to prebook a time slot in the County Council
website, and there are restrictions on
what can be tipped, and no more than 2
people per vehicle.
I receive daily bulletins from
Sarah Scott, Chief Public Health
Officer, updating me about the virus
in Gloucestershire Sarah Scott,

or-smoke-nuisance. To report a noise
nuisance: https://www.stroud.gov.uk/
report/report-noise-nuisance
In Stroud District, 17 rough
sleepers and sofa-surfers have been
accommodated under the Covid 19
Emergency Accommodation Protocol.
All placements in SDC housing stock
since 16th March have been through
homeless applications solely.
Council officers continue to work
with the domestic abuse refuge to move
families on from the refuges to our
stock. The Housing Advice Team have
assisted 10 households into private sector
properties to prevent homelessness since
the start of the lockdown and more than
20 households have made homeless
applications.
Norman Kay (833458),
Steve Robinson (834270) and
Sue Reed (833472)

Chief Public Health Officer for
Gloucestershire. Anyone with concerns
regarding Adult Social Care during the
pandemic is welcome to contact me.
GCC and SDC have made grants
available to community groups working
to help those in need and Nailsworth
Chamber of Trade received a small grant.
My congratulations go to Sarah Martin
and John Pettitt for the fantastic work
they continue to do, producing food and
PPE for local people, NHS workers and
those working in the care sector.
Steve Robinson, County Councillor
steve.robinson@gloucestershire.gov.uk
01453 834270

Your local tree experts
for over 25 years

Surgery, Felling & Stump Removal
Pruning and Hedge Trimming
Debris Recycling
Full Consultancy Service, Free Quotations

Tel: 01285 760466 Aston Down, Stroud GL6 8GA
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ENVIRONMENT

Nailsworth in Bloom Bee Garden Awards
During the months of April and May our gardens have benefited from glorious sunshine, spring flowers
and blossom. As the slow lifting of our COVID-19 social isolation starts, the bee friendly border in
the Mortimer will be replenished over the summer. It is noticeable that our Insects are thriving in a
less polluted atmosphere.
At this time of year, from June to September a small team of volunteers will be posting the Nailsworth In
Bloom Awards to garden growers. The scheme will be extended from 2020 to 2021. This gentle emergence
from lock down will bring the hopefulness of a new beginning. Thank you for caring for our community
gardens, our insect biodiversity and each other.

Ready, Set, Snap!
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s annual wildlife photography competition is now open
for entries, with new categories and bigger and better prizes.
GWT would love to see your images showcasing the stunning scenery and spectacular
wildlife here in Gloucestershire. We appreciate that movement is currently restricted
due to lockdown but we think the ‘on your doorstep’ category provides the perfect
opportunity for capturing snaps of wildlife and wild places close to your home - either in
your garden or whilst out enjoying your daily exercise.
In addition to the adult categories, there is also a juniors
category for those aged 17 or under - a great excuse for a family
photography session, and a fun activity for children to take part
in. We’re looking forward to seeing your entries, whether it’s a
photograph that’s been taken on a smartphone, compact camera
or SLR.
To find out more about the categories and how to enter, head to www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
photocomp
Entries close at midnight on 31 July 2020.
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust

Personal Best

As a business, we have been forced to
close, however we are now running
Zoom classes for free to all our clients
and friends. By way of fundraising, for
the month of May, we are asking for a
voluntary donation of a £1 per class,
which we will donate to the Stroud
Women’s Refuge.
Initially we were looking to raise £500,
but so far we have raised over £1100 and
hope to reach £1500 by the end of our
campaign.
Carl Benton - Director
Personal Best Studio,
www.personalbeststudio.co.uk

NAILSWORTH ACCOUNTANCY
Town Hall
01453 835050

John Quinn

Plumbing & Heating
“Complete Bathroom Specialist”
Over 30 years experience
No VAT charges
Tel: 01453 836118
Mobile: 07807 882757
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WE BELIEVE IN VALUE FOR MONEY FOR OUR
CLIENTS
AND OFFER A FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION TO
DISCUSS
YOUR REQUIREMENTS

Michael Jefferies FMAAT FCPA
Emma Mills ICPA

Your local Garden Maintenance
& Landscape specialists
For a free estimate contact Chris Blackwell on

m: 07939 101520
t: 01453 835032
www.goldenstonesgardening.co.uk

LOCAL NEWS

Nailsworth/Vumilia Link and the Corona Virus in Tanzania
Our friends in Vumilia are now very
aware that the Corona virus has arrived
in Tanzania. The first case was confirmed
on 16th March in Arusha albeit some
400 miles from the village. Now a month
later, it is has spread to other areas with
94 confirmed cases and four deaths.
However this may be a considerable
underestimate because of low testing
rates. The government has closed all
schools, colleges and universities; put
some limits on large gatherings and has
set up ‘hand sanitizing stations’ –difficult
in a country with a poor water supply
and where shopping and trading is in

crowded markets.
We hope and pray that their sparse
health facilities will not be overwhelmed.
In Tanzania there are only 0.4 doctors
to 10,000 population (compared to 28
for the UK), and only 1.3 ICU beds per
million population. High rates of HIV;
malaria and malnutrition are likely to
make people more vulnerable to the
virus.
Fundraising in Nailsworth: Just before
we were plunged into ‘social isolation’
we had a lovely friendly evening at
the Passage to India. .We thank the
staff who provided a delicious meal

and to all who supported the event so
generously to raise funds for education
projects in Vumilia. Like so many other
organisations, further fundraising plans
are now moth-balled for the time being.
Should you feel able to make a donation
in lieu of coming to our quiz or summer
concert, we would be incredibly grateful.
Contact Jo Smith 01453 834714 or
Email pinfarthings@phonecoop.coop
for payment details.
Jo Smith - Vumilia Link

COVID-19 Impact on Older Drivers
In these unprecedented times older
people are following government
directives and staying at home to protect
the NHS and save lives. This means
more older drivers are off the roads than
ever before. Rob Heard, founder and
chair of the Older Drivers Forum said:
“During this break from driving,
older drivers’ driving capabilities could
decline and their cars be inadequately
maintained. This means older drivers
would be at increased risk when they
resume driving.
“To counter this, we have produced
four safety bulletins to provide advice
for older drivers and their families

during the lock-down period. These
cover car care, maintaining driving skills
and, when eventually it is safe to do so,
planning to get back on the road. We also
include advice if an older driver decides
this is an appropriate time to retire from
driving.”
These bulletins can be downloaded
at: www.olderdriversforum.com.
In due course they will also be
available at: www.facebook.com/
ODFGloucestershire
The Older Drivers Forum consists
of road safety experts and volunteers,
focused on how to keep older
drivers driving safely, for longer. In

Gloucestershire, the Older Drivers
Forum is supported by the charitable
trust fund of Rotary in Nailsworth, the
Police Crime Commissioner, Martin Surl
and MPs Alex Chalk (Cheltenham) and
Siobhan Baillie (Stroud).
For further information contact:
Nigel Lloyd-Jones - Older Drivers
Forum Gloucestershire
07785 360 414
nigel@idrisconsultancy.com

Handmade bunting and gnomes
Ideal to decorate your home or
for a special gift

www.thebuntingandgnomehome.co.uk

ANGELA BROWN
HYPNOTHERAPY

Peter Rushton

Do you experience anxiety, sleep issues,
panic attacks, exam nerves, issues
around food, anger, confidence,
IBS or phobias such as spiders, flying,
dentists, the dark?

LANDSCAPES
EST

1980

Peter Rushton Landscapes Ltd are
professional landscapers specialising
in hard and soft landscaping services
across Gloucestershire.
Since 1980 we have been creating beautiful, functional
and individual outdoor spaces for domestic gardens and public spaces.
Email: peterarushton@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01453 832 576 Mobile: 07887 841076

www.landscaper-nailsworth.co.uk

Solution Focused Hypnotherapy can help

07795 547 070

angela@angelabrownhypnotherapy.com
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LOCAL NEWS

Dementia Friendly Nailsworth Covid-19 Update
Dementia-Friendly
Nailsworth is hopeful
of obtaining a grant to
provide “through the
window” experiences
for people living with
dementia, their carers and others who are
having to self isolate for health reasons.
The plan is for local musicians either
individually or possibly as a duo or
trio (performing at least six feet or 2 m
apart!) to perform outside care homes,
sheltered housing accommodation and
other suitable venues.
Our first foray into this new way of
entertainment was on a dry - but rather
cold - May 13th when The Honeymoon
Trio played their take of 1930’s music to
the residents of the Steppes care home
and to those who happened to be passing
by. A few residents braved the chilly
weather (provided with blankets by the
caring staff) to listen to the trio outside

whilst other residents sat inside with
windows open.
If you are confined to your home and
would like someone to come and sing or
play outside your front door please also
get in touch. We will do our best to find
performers of music that is requested so
make sure you tell us what you want to
hear! We know how difficult it is not
to be able to get out and even harder if
your age or illness means that your usual
routines have been disrupted.
So if you are a musician and would

like to participate please get in touch
with Clare Janik 07805 758 090. If you
have a small PA system that would be
very helpful.
Once it is safe to do so the dementia
friendly walks - held monthly in the
summer - and the dementia friendly
poetry sessions - held in the winter will start again.
Marilyn Miles, Chair Dementia
Friendly Nailsworth Steering Group
Facebook - dementiafriendlynailsworth

How Helping Others Can Help You Too!
Throughout this crisis our community
has come together to help those
more vulnerable or less able to help
themselves. These, often simple acts,
bring with them a sense of achievement
and often elation: just the knowledge
that you have fulfilled a need, helps
you to cope with what is happening in
the world. In fact studies have shown
that the amount of pleasure we get
from doing simple acts of kindness for
others, is far greater than that of the
person receiving the favour: well worth
remembering if you are in need of help.
Many of us find it hard to ask for
60x60mm advert.pdf
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help. We don’t want to be ‘a burden’
or ‘too much trouble’ but being aware
that by allowing someone to help,
you are actually giving your helper an
opportunity to feel good too, might
make you feel differently about asking.
It’s also contagious: when we witness
acts of kindness it evokes pleasure
and encourages us to help others. It’s
human nature.
Communication with one another has
never been more vital. Self-isolation
has exacerbated loneliness, particularly
those who are ‘shielding’ and unable to
leave their houses. Chatting to someone

on the telephone could be a lifeline to
them and perhaps benefit you too. Simple
acts of kindness towards your neighbour
can lift your own mood, just as regular
volunteering can provide a focus for your
life to help steer you through lock-down
and to the normality we all know will
eventually prevail.
If you would like to know more about
the science behind our claims or would
just like to read more about some really
simple strategies for how kindness and
helping others impacts on us, check out
www.actionforhappiness.co.uk.
NN Editorial Team

CARPENTER AND JOINER
NO JOB TOO SMALL
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CLIVE SYMCOX
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07933 629849 07973 326351

CMY

gutters@futuresix.com plumbing@futuresix.com
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www.futuresix.com
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THE OLD COACH HOUSE, COW LANE,
INCHBROOK, NAILSWORTH GL5 5HN

01453 836818

07970 742727

HEALTH

A Message From Price’s Mill Surgery
We are here as always to look after our
patients’ health needs but the way we are
delivering this care has had to change
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. We
are encouraging patients who can help
themselves during these difficult times
to self-care whenever possible. There is
information available on a whole range
of health issues and conditions at https://
www.nhs.uk/conditions, with details on
how to treat symptoms and where to get
further treatment at https://111.nhs.uk.
You can avoid leaving home to order
your medications by signing up to the
official NHS App to order your repeat
prescriptions. We urge patients to
consider doing so. Details can be found
at https://www.nhs.uk/apps-library/nhsapp.
NHS111 online, or phone 111 is still
recommended as your first port of
call for concerns about Covid-19 and

symptoms not manageable at home.
They will provide the most appropriate
advice and refer you to the surgery if
they feel you need our services. We
would like to highlight the message from
the NHS in Gloucestershire, urging local
people to continue to seek medical help
if they have symptoms of a potentially
serious illness or health condition.
If you are unwell, unrelated to
Covid-19 and self-care advice has not
adequately managed your symptoms,
please contact the surgery in the usual
way to arrange for us to give you a call.
For the safety of both patients and staff,
face to face contacts are being kept to
a minimum. Our GPs and nurses are
consulting either on the telephone or
using a secure video call. If the GP or
nurse feels you need to be seen, they will
arrange an appointment with you. If your
concern is not Covid-19 related and you

have not been exposed to the virus, this
may be in a room at the surgery.
If your concern is Covid-19 related or
you have been exposed, this may mean
attending in your car with a mobile
phone. You may also be asked to come
to the marquee in the surgery car park or
the new ‘hub’ in Stroud. The clinicians
will be wearing PPE (Personal Protective
Equipment) as a precaution for you and
for them.
Please follow our facebook page if
you are able for regular updates and
advice. We are hugely grateful for all our
patients’ responsible use of NHS services
during these exceptional times.
Stay Well, Stay Safe, Stay Alert.
Suzi Colley Management Partner
Price’s Mill Surgery Tel: 01453 832424
www.pricesmill.co.uk

Age UK Gloucestershire Community Support
The Age UK Gloucestershire team is
just a phone call away and we’re keen
to support all older people in the county
during the COVID-19 pandemic. We are
providing support in the following ways:
By telephone
Call our Help Team if you have an
immediate problem. The Team provide
information and guidance about a range
of issues including shopping, community
support local to you, prescriptions,
benefits and finances and accessing
health and social care. The Team will
advise on how you can access support if
you have recently left hospital.
Call 01452 422660. Line are open
Monday to Friday, 9am-4pm

Call our Friendship Line FREE if you
would like a friendly chat. We know that
social distancing is really difficult and
lots of you are missing having someone
to talk to regularly. Our staff and
volunteers are on hand, with a listening
ear and time to chat and we’d love to
hear from you. Call 0800 2980579.
Lines are open Monday to Friday, 9am4pm
Helping you connect with others
Greet Your Street is a chance for
neighbours to pop outside for Elevenses
together whilst still maintaining social
distancing. For further details see
www.ageuk.org.uk/gloucestershire

Home Care Services
Help with Personal & Domestic tasks
Sitting Service
Meals on Wheels (locally)

Day Centre & Social Club

A purpose-built Nursing Home,
Day Centre & Social Club, and
Home Care Provider

01453 731 227
www.horsfallhouse.co.uk

Home Cooked lunch plus teas/coffees
Entertainment, Activities and Day Trips
Bathing, Chiropody & Hairdressing

Nursing Home
General & Specialist Dementia Nursing
Registered Nurses on duty 24 hours a day
FREE Respite Care (when available)

Patron: HRH The Princess Royal, Minchinhampton Centre for the Elderly, Registered Charity No: 287479

Gloucestershire Springboard is
a Facebook Group where you can
meet friends, join in activities and
have fun. facebook.com/groups/
gloucestershirespringboard
For accurate and up to date details for
individuals and community groups about
all the information and support we are
providing, visit our website:
www.ageuk.org.uk/gloucestershire

The Steppes
Residential
Care H ome
Est 1981
A small, warm and friendly care home for
the elderly, in a peaceful corner of Cossack
Square. With trained care staff giving
around the clock personal care, we
endeavour to meet our residents’ needs
and ensure their happiness.
For a brochure or to arrange a visit, please
telephone Mrs Jo Smith 0 145 3 832 40 6
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MARLING FIELD

The Spirit of Miles Marling Community Field
“Great oaks from little acorns do grow”
Geoffrey Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde, 1374.
Miles Marling Field has a long association with Forest
Green. Stepping through a carved arch, we remember how
nature has created this place along with many people over the
centuries. Every person and every oak tree has a story to tell,
like the oak in the middle of the Field.
A significant event happened in 1662; “Ministers were
removed from their pulpits by the Acts contained in the
Clarendon Code. Some of these outcasts carried on ministries
in private houses or in the open air. Meetings were held in
Colliers Wood and this wood extended across Forest Green
and would have provided excellent cover for holding services
in secret.” Margaret Marshall 2018
Go forward in time and sit on a stone seat on the new
Amphitheatre, looking towards the Forest Green Oak and
Woodchester Valley. Remember the many connections and
important landmarks which have drawn people to this quiet
field.
There was a mighty oak tree at the bottom left hand corner
of Miles Marling Field. It grew on a green lane which
people travelled, by foot and by horse, from Woodchester to
Inchbrook, Star Hill to Forest Green, along the perimeter of an
ancient beech wood - once Colliers Wood, now Norton Wood onto Tinkley Lane.

Construction of the
Amphitheatre

The ancient oak tree grew just
below Miles Marling Field until
February 1987 when it became
unstable and was felled. Part of
its trunk and timber can be found
amongst the undergrowth at the
corner of Miles Marling Field.

The old oak tree
Carving from wood of the old tree

The view from Marling Field after the oak was felled.

40 HIGH STREET, STONEHOUSE,
GLOUCESTERSHIRE, GL10 2NA
Telephone Number: 01453 791461
e-mail: tleeper@leeperprosser.co.uk
website: www.leeperprosser.co.uk
Residential Conveyancing
Commercial Property
Wills
Probate
Trusts and Inheritance Tax
Powers of Attorney
Civil Litigation and Advocacy Services
Opening Times
Monday to Friday - 9am to 5pm

CHIROPODIST
(Home Visiting Practice)

For Professional Foot Care
25 years experience in a
full range of chiropody
treatments
Jeanette Symcox
M.Inst.Ch.,D.S.Ch

Contact: 01453 836818
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When it was felled a local resident
was inspired to write a poem. Here is
the first verse.
“Forest Green Oak, Magnificent oak
You have grown to be giant and
mighty
Through hundreds of years.
Spring has greened your branches
Birds have sung, Birds have nested
Children have played, Climbed your
huge limbs
Supporting, embracing,Like a great
mother.
Oh wonderful tree may your spirit of
oak
Be with those who loved you
May you give them your strength
Your patience, Your joy, As the tree
of life
May your leaves be healing of the
nations”

MARLING FIELD

Marling Field
To mark the importance of the mighty oak
tree in the landscape, residents and Stroud
College art students at the Highwood
Campus (1997), painted an acorn in Miles
Marling Field. The acorn was replaced
with an oak tree in October 1998. Working
with artist Donald Workman, students
from the college and children from
Nailsworth Primary School, a tree guard
was carved with these words; “If only
you knew, you would; Hal an Tow, and a
Chinese saying: gossip, waiting, kissing,
meeting, playing”
Today the Forest Green oak tree and
The new Oak Tree
Miles Marling Field offers somewhere to
rest, play and exercise, and has done so for
many years, and will do for years to come.
This article is drawn from an original by Sue Reed

chapels - and an iron church. I loved the Sunday School and
spent 30 very happy years teaching children and their families.
We had a local big farm called Wood Farm, owned by Mr
John Evans. Our milk came from there on a horse drawn milkfloat with shining metal churns. The milk was ladled out from
them into our own jugs at the doors. Also farm butter with a
cow on the top.
We had picnics up at the big oak tree in Mr Evan’s field
and this was a favourite because we could climb the lower
branches. We called it the Fairy Tree. On New Years Eve we
would be allowed to stay up late if the weather was good, so
we could go outside, climb the oak tree and hear Horsley or
Hampton church bells ringing the Old Year out and the New
Year in. It was so quiet in those days, it would depend which
way the wind was blowing as to which set of bells we heard.
We never hear the bells now and the two chapels and the little
iron church which housed our community, are no longer used.
May there always be a Forest Green.”

Lilian Day - Reﬂections on the
Oak Tree and Forest Green
In October 1995, Forest Green born resident and Centenarian Lilian Day- described her experience of the oak tree
“I was born in the cottage on the corner Burma road. When I
was a child Forest Green was quite a large village with Upper
and Lower Forest Green divided by a large green with a good
road going across it. The green was a lovely place for us
children to play.
As you came down to Lower Forest Green there was a pub
called Upper Star and then the Jovial Foresters. A bit further
along the road came the Lower Star which had an off license
and sold beer, oil and vinegar. There was a school, two small

gablesfarm
VEG BOX

Biodynamic vegetable boxes from Ruskin
Mill College are now available at Nailsworth
market. Each box costs £5 and consists of five
different vegetables, e.g. mixed salad, leeks,
spinach, kale and rhubarb.

The vegetables are grown, nurtured,
harvested and packed by students at Ruskin
Mill College as part of their programme in
Practical Skills Therapeutic Education.
In buying this produce you are directly
contributing to the education and
development of our young students, whose
abilities and potential are a meaningful and a
true contribution to the wider community.
Please order through Nailsworth Online:
www.nailsworthonline.co.uk/nailsworth-market-taking-food-orders-for-collection/
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LOCAL NEWS

Nailsworth Helpline Update
Nailsworth Town Council’s community
Helpline continues to be busy, providing
a much needed source of support for
residents in and around Nailsworth.
We have received over 500 calls since
launching the service and currently
provide ongoing support to 300 shielding
residents. This would not be possible
without our 140 volunteers, most of
whom have been linked with someone in
the local community requiring support.
The majority of callers request

assistance with prescriptions and our
designated team deal solely with these.
Initially we received a large number
of calls from people needing help with
shopping but increased accessibility of
supermarket deliveries to vulnerable
people has helped enormously. The
lockdown has also highlighted increased
levels of loneliness for those selfisolating. We have been matching up
people with a volunteer who ‘phones
them regularly to check how they are,

Bill Bruton 1929 - 2020
With great sadness, Nailsworth News
reports that Bill Bruton passed away
on 17th May. By the time you read
this, his funeral will have taken place
in Nailsworth. Bill played many
important roles in the life of our town
and we intend to write more about his
contribution and his life, in our July
issue. In the meantime, a tribute from
the staff at Bruton’s Home Hardware, to
Bill’s continued interest in the business
that had been so much a part of him.
We first met Bill in 1998 when he
decided to retire at 69 and sell his

business, Brutons of Nailsworth Ltd.
We always had a very good working
relationship with Bill as our landlord
and had a lot of respect for him. He ran
a good business model and that made
it easy for us to continue in the same
format. Bill would pop into the shop
most days to see us in those early days
of Brutons Hardware and would always
give us praise and encouragement,
as well as chatting to all his former
customers.
He was a true
gentleman and seemed

learn a little more about their life and
perhaps share a little of theirs.
We also receive a variety of calls
requesting assistance with other issues.
We will do our best to help with any
queries as the COVID-19 pandemic
evolves.
Issued by Nailsworth Town Council,
01453 833592
Kirstie Trueman, Deputy Clerk
deputyclerk@nailsworthtowncouncil.
gov.uk

to know everyone, literally everyone in
Nailsworth. We were very proud one
day when he told us that he had been
shopping in Attwoolls, Whitminster and
they had asked him, ‘Are you the Bruton
from Bruton’s Hardware, a fantastic
shop? ‘Yes’, he replied!
We will continue to miss Bill but have
great memories of a wonderful man.
Richard, Carol, Graham, Jenny and all
the staff at Brutons Home Hardware.

Contact us to arrange a visit or quote

Call: 07904058866 Email: sales@myvillagehandymanstroud.com
Web: www.myvillagehandymanstroud.com

NAILSWORTH AERIAL SERVICES
(TIME SERVED ENGINEER WITH 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE)

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT SERVICE
Digital Freeview

BBC Freesat

Telephone Extensions

Extra TV Points Fitted

Storm Damage

7 Day Service

Sky Faults

OAP Discount

CONTACT JON:

0775 9144979 or 01453 833293
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FREE ESTIMATES

Market leaders in SALES & LETTINGS
01453 763542
www.parkersproperties.co.uk

